
Dear Supporter, 

Welcome to the Spring 2021 edition of the Dunedin Night Shelter Trust newsletter. 

We truly appreciate your concern for the welfare of the city’s homeless and your 

support for the Shelter’s work with our most vulnerable citizens. 

We are sure that you will find snippets in this newsletter that encourage, inform, 

challenge and inspire you in the valuable help you are giving. 

Feel free to share this newsletter with others. 

On behalf of the Night Shelter team, 

we thank you and wish you a great Christmas 

and a relaxed summer 

A’s Story – Sadness and Hope 

It’s hard for the people who visit the Night Shelter to be publicly visible and tell their stories 

due to their circumstances and how they are feeling about life. We were lucky that A (we’ve 

kept her name anonymous) was happy to share some thoughts about her experience at the 

Night Shelter. It also helps to break down the myth that the Night Shelter is for men only. 

Here is A’s story in her own words: 

Hi, I would like to remain 

anonymous, but I would like to tell 

you a little bit of my story: A few 

weeks ago I found myself at what I 

thought was rock bottom, no job 

and then all of a sudden no home! 

But just as suddenly, I was taken to 

the light at the end of a tunnel - 

Dunedin Night Shelter! 

With the support and guidance of 

strangers I now can start a new journey. I had no idea that this support system was 

available not just to me, but anyone who finds themselves thinking they are alone in 

the world!  

What I learned was, there really is still kindness and caring in the world. And as much 

as a roof over your head and food on the table is important! (which by the way are epic 

while you are there!) you receive the support and assistance and guidance that you 

may need just need, like I did! 

But most importantly please remember you really are not alone!  

Thanks to everyone who was there for me. And to anyone reading this feedback, I will 

never have enough gratitude to these wonderful services that are available - we just 

don't know it, but they are! 



Coping with another Lockdown 

Back in August, like everyone else, we suddenly moved into 

Lockdown Level 4. The Night Shelter Board initially decided to 

close, but three days later had worked out a plan to remain 

open. Some staff agreed to do more shifts and a couple of 

board members volunteered to step in to hold the fort during 

the daytime. We decided to remain open 24/7 during Level 4 

and 3 as our guests had nowhere else to go during the 

daytime, due to all other services being closed.  

During those weeks we liaised a lot with the Police, Women’s Refuge, the hospital, Work 

and Income and other services. They were all very pleased we remained open as some 

people had no other options. A big thank you to the Night Shelter staff for pitching in and 

keeping the Shelter open despite the stress of mask-wearing, social distancing and 

increased sanitising and cleaning in close quarters. And thank you for the food donations 

that continued during that time. 

Connecting with the Wellington City Mission 

The Wellington City Mission has recently announced bold and exciting plans to move from 

their current premises in Newtown and build a new development, Whakamaru (to shelter 

and protect), in the Mt Cook suburb, Wellington. It will comprise of a 120-seat community 

cafe, 35 residential apartments for supported living, a conference centre, medical centre, 

chapel, laundry and shower facilities and a therapeutic creative centre. Our acting manager 

Clare Curran visited the city mission recently to build a relationship and understand their 

vision. While out of our league, it gives food 

for thought for the future. More about this in 

future newsletters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dunedin Night Shelter acting manager, 
Clare Curran (right), and Wellington City 
Mission General Manager of Community 
Services, Olivia Lange. 



Night Shelter Outreach 

Chris Edwards, the Night Shelter’s community 

worker, will spend a couple of hours on a Sunday, 

once a month, at The Caravan. Based at the Oval, 

The Caravan provides free food for people in need 

between 9am and 12pm. 

Chris’ role is to support anyone who is homeless 

and needs support. To find out which Sunday she’ll 

be there, phone the Night Shelter on 03 4770546. 

Chris also meets with people once a week in South Dunedin to provide meals and chat and 

further support if needed. 

YOUR DONATIONS MEAN… 

The Night Shelter is getting a defibrillator 

During the past few months, the Night Shelter has confronted 

some worrying health scares affecting our guests. It made us 

think that perhaps we could be more prepared. So, when a 

group of Otago University students contacted us asking if they 

could do some fundraising for us as part of their business 

course, called Developing Responsible Leadership, we thought 

this was an opportunity to purchase something that might save 

lives. 

The students promoted our Give a Little Page and contacted 

local businesses asking them to donate. As we had taken our street appeal online, it meant 

people could see what they would be donating to. 

We are now waiting for our defibrillator to arrive at the Shelter. We also realise it will benefit 

our local community. Thanks to Sophie Green, Jessie McInnes, Jake Whalley, Brylee More 

and Hannah Riddle-Pelchen. 



YOUR DONATIONS MEAN… 

A new food processor and vacuum cleaner 

It might not seem exciting, but when a group 

of Otago University students asked the Night 

Shelter what we needed them to raise money 

for, we said a new food processor! We get a 

lot of food donated, such as boxes of carrots 

and onions, or bags of flour. Sometimes it’s 

hard to know how to utilise all the food without 

it going to waste. A food processor means we 

can quickly turn a box of onions into chopped 

onions that are frozen and ready for use in 

casseroles. The student group set up a Give a Little Page aiming to raise $950 and instead 

managed to reach the $1500 mark! As a result, we bought the food processor and a new 

Dyson vacuum stick which is extremely useful for the Night Supervisors who need to quickly 

vacuum in the mornings. Thank you to Georgia Grindle, Mika Tuia, Lia Clouth, Kohu Whaka, 

Jack Chapman and Will Thompson. 

SuperGrans to the rescue 

SuperGrans is a fabulous group based in the South City Mall 

in South Dunedin. They provide home-skills services, cooking, sewing and gardening. 

The Night Shelter approached SuperGrans about helping with some of the excess food that 

we have, to make sure it’s turned into something yummy, such as apple pies, or lasagna. 

Supergrans will be able to distribute some of the food to their networks. The rest will return 

to the Night Shelter to 

be frozen as ready-

cooked meals. 

It’s a win-win for both 

organisations and 

demonstrates how we 

can all work together. 



Mitre 10 helps the Shelter get a vege garden going 

One of our volunteers offered to do some general 

gardening at the Night Shelter, which led to him 

digging a vege garden, weeding and preparing 

some other small garden beds along the walls at 

the Shelter. We approached Mitre 10, who said 

they’d be happy to donate vegetable and herb 

seedlings, compost, blood and bone and even 

some tools and raised garden beds. We picked up 

the plants and they are being planted as we 

speak. Thanks #Mitre10HelpingHands, Rob our 

gardening volunteer and Rose, our Night 

Supervisor, who inspired us to get our hands’ dirty! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Out of the mouths of babes 

Several St Joseph’s Primary School students and their 

principal recently visited the Night Shelter to find out more 

about us after they encountered a homeless person in the 

school grounds. The students asked lots of pertinent 

questions about being homeless. In particular, they wanted 

to know what support we needed. 

A couple of weeks later, they visited again with bags of 

lunch-making materials, warm socks and other donations, 

which demonstrated just how much of an impression the 

plight of being homeless had made on them. 

We were very impressed 

by their dedication and 

compassion. 

Thank you  
St Joseph’s School! 

 

  



Not taken for granted 

Our staff are the linchpin of the Dunedin Night Shelter Trust. They welcome our guests every 

night, keep everyone safe and well fed, and host them for the evening. They also ensure we 

can help our guests find more permanent housing or connect them with other help that they 

need. It is the biggest and the most valuable part of our budget - $200,000 in this past year! 

Grants are an important means by which we can continue to pay our staff wages. We are 

grateful for the continued support of the following organisations: 

– Mercy Hospital Trust for their $39,000 grant towards the Community Worker wage. 

The Trust is our partner in providing this important part of our work. 

– Bendigo Valley Sports & Charity Foundation for their grant of $25,000. 

– Lottery New Zealand Grants Board for their $50,000 grant. 

Thank you very much for your kind donations! 

The Night Shelter receives a 

steady stream of donations. 

From trays of eggs, baked 

goods, boxes of various 

vegetables, through to 

groceries and meat. 

We regularly receive 

donations of mens’ and 

women's clothes, bedding 

and sometimes kitchenware. 

We wanted to show you some 

of the kind donations. 

Thank you so much. They do 

make a difference and allow 

us to support the guests at 

the Night Shelter along with 

others in need in the 

community. 

 

  



Driveway Market at Night Shelter 

Because the Night Shelter receives so many donations of clothes, bedding and kitchenware 

we want to make sure the people who need support are receiving it. We are holding a cash-

only, driveway market at the Night Shelter, on Wednesday, December 1,11am to 2pm. If 

wet, it will be held the following day. The usual QR code, mask wearing and sanitising 

requirements apply. 

Christmas Party at the Night 

Shelter on 2 December 

Come join us at the Night Shelter, on Thursday, 2 

December, for our BBQ Xmas Party to thank staff, the 

Board and our valued stakeholders. You can have a 

look around the Shelter, have a cuppa, a sausage, a 

piece of Christmas cake and share some good cheer. 

All are welcome. 

Thursday, 2 December, 4pm to 6pm, 

18 Lees St, Dunedin Central 
 

Street appeal went virtual but we did good 

Like many other organisations who run annual street appeals, the Dunedin Night Shelter 

was forced to make a decision at the end of August to cancel our street appeal and take it 

online. A Board member had the bright idea of creating a QR code so people could use their 

phone to go straight to our Give a Little Page. We created a poster and put it up around the 

city and in the Star community newspaper, which gave us good coverage. We also promoted 

it on our Facebook page. 

While we didn’t raise as much as would have in the street appeal, we did really well and 

raised more than $5000 during the few weeks of our virtual appeal. Thank you to all who 

donated and particular thanks to Jenny Turnbull, the Night Shelter acting chair, for all the 

work she put into the street appeal. Maybe next year we can get back on the streets shaking 

our buckets! 

Donate to the Night Shelter:    

If you have a smart phone, open your camera and hover 

over the QR code (in the image below) which takes you to 

our Give a Little Page where you can donate, or go 

to https://givealittle.co.nz/org/dnshelter.  

You can also donate directly into our bank account: 

Dunedin Night Shelter 03 0905 0279202 00 

Please send us a short email with your deposit details and 

include your name, address and phone 

number info@dunedinnightshelter.co.nz  

Every little bit counts! 

https://givealittle.co.nz/org/dnshelter
mailto:info@dunedinnightshelter.co.nz


 


