KNOX CHURCH, DUNEDIN
10am – Sunday 31 October 2021
Reformation Sunday
Pentecost 23 / Ratapu toru tekau ma tahi o te Petekoha
Music to prepare us for worship
“Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott (A Safe Stronghold is Our God)” Dietrich Buxtehude (1653-1707)
“Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott (Fughette)” Johann Pachelbel, (1653-1706)
played by Peter Stockwell

Welcome to worship
Music “Ave Verum Corpus - Hail true body"

music W A Mozart (1756-91)

Call to worship
Kia noho a Ihowā ki a koutou. May God be with you.
Ma lhowa koe a manaaki. May God bless you.
God is always faithful, working tirelessly to bless this world with life:
sustaining sky, soil, and sea and everything in them,
birthing hope, defending the wronged, feeding the hungry,
freeing the prisoners, restoring the sick, lifting up the fallen.
As with countless generations past,
we too live in the blessing of the triune God,
Creator, Redeemer, Sanctifier. Amen.
Let us praise the Lord.

Sung music (we will stand and sing while masked)
1 Womb of life and source of being,
home of every restless heart,
in your arms the worlds awakened;
you have loved us from the start.
We, your children, gather round you
at the table you prepare.
Sharing stories, tears, and laughter,
we are nurtured by your care.
2 Word in flesh, our brother Jesus,
born to bring us second birth,
you have come to stand beside us,
knowing weakness, knowing earth.
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Priest who shares our human struggles,
Life of life, and Death of death,
risen Christ, come stand among us,
send the Spirit by your breath.
3 Brooding Spirit, move among us;
be our partner, be our friend.
When our memory fails, remind us
whose we are, what we intend.
Labour with us, aid the birthing
of the new world yet to be,
free from status and division,
free for love and unity.

Prayer Let us pray

…

Assurance of forgiveness
E te whanau a te Karaiti, family of Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God.

Passing the peace
Kia tau te rangimārie o te Karaiti ki runga i a koutou. May the peace of Christ be with you
always. And also with you.
Please stand and make a gesture of peace towards people around you.

Sung music (Please remain seated)
Where you go, I’ll go
Where you stay, I’ll stay

Chris Tomlin

Your God will be my God
And your people mine.

First reading: Ruth 1:1-18
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church Thanks be to God

Gospel reading: Mark 12:28-34
This is the Gospel of Jesus Christ Praise to Christ the Word

Music
"Like as the hart desireth the water brooks- so my soul longs after you, O God" text Psalm 42 vs 1-3
music Herbert Howells (1892-1983) Sara Brown/piano, Carolyn Schmid/organ

Sermon “Love involves all we are”
There was a builder who, at the end of each working day, before he walked through the door
of his house, would go over and place his hand on a tree that was in the front yard. He did it
every day. Then each morning, he reversed the routine. He would come out the door of his
house, put his hand on the tree, and then leave for work. A neighbour noticed this and asked
what he was doing. Well, said the builder, at the end of each day I leave the challenges and
struggles of my work on the tree and when I leave the house in the morning, I pick them up
again. My family doesn’t need to hear all the things I deal with at work. It was a good ritual trying to protect his family life.
Many of us try our best to separate off our private life and our public life. Sometimes we
overestimate our ability to do it. When I was a lawyer, we had a judge who could be irascible,
normally on Mondays. The lawyers would wait to see what kind of mood he was in to know
what kind of day it was going to be. And if he was particularly irascible, we would try to
adjourn our matter for a kinder day.
It is hard trying to keep our lives in compartments. When it comes to faith, compartments
don’t work at all. The prayer often used at the start of a Communion service begins with these

words – “Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known and from whom no
secrets are hid …” It portrays life as open and known and transparent, at least to God. None of
it hid away. The Christian faith deals with all we are. There is not a religious part and then the
rest. Faith is not a compartment. Likewise, church is not a compartment. Faith and church
engage all we are, all we do, all we seek to be. What a challenge that is at times, but also what
a gift!
In a little while, we are ordaining and inducting Indira as an elder and inducting David as a
deacon. When we take up a role in the Church, we bring all we are. Our strengths and our
weaknesses, our language and our culture, our experience and our perspective. Leadership is
best offered when we bring our whole selves.
And the church needs to function so there is room for all we are. It needs to function so what
one person offers does not drown out what someone else offers. We need to make space for
each other because diversity flourishes in space. Diversity makes a stronger church. It enables
each of us to thrive and all of us to thrive together.
When the Church Council nominated Indie to be an elder, we wanted the different dimensions
of Indie to be present: her Tamil culture, her several languages, her experience in Thailand and
India and Australia, her experience of different churches, her academic passion for climate
justice, all of who she is. And we knew as a Council, that we needed to make space for all that.
We would need to adapt to another culture, another set of experiences, another approach that
might question some of our instinctive patterns. Church needs to be a place safe enough for
everyone to bring all of who we are. In so doing, we experience, we feel how God says yes to
who we are. From that yes, we experience a freedom that flows into the rest of our living.
Now to our readings … It is good to read the whole of the book of Ruth, just four chapters.
The story begins in Bethlehem, the house of bread, but there is no bread. There is hunger.
There is famine. So the family shifts to Moab. Then the breadwinner dies although the sons
get married, but then after ten years they die. Now there are three widows, Naomi and her
two daughters in law.
In Judah, laws were supposed to protect widows but it wasn’t always so, and probably it was
the same in Moab. Naomi’s best way out of her vulnerability was to go back to Judah in the
hope that her extended family would take her in. But for her Moabite daughters-in-law, the
best future involved staying in Moab and getting married, because Judah was wary of marrying
foreign women. Orpah wisely stays. Ruth irrationally chooses to go with Naomi.
What a sad pair they made! Naomi had left the famine of Bethlehem for a new life and now
she was trudging home, with her Moabite daughter in law who had an uncertain future. There
was a time, Naomi says, when my name meant “pleasant”. Now, just call me “bitter”, because
that is what I am. There is hope though, for the barley harvest was just beginning. Bethlehem,
the house of bread, might get bread.
The book of Ruth is a story of a damaged creation, of a famine and the journey people make as
a result. It is a story of cross-cultural loyalties, of broken and grieving families and of a

dislocated people. Now in various ways, this is who we are. This is the “all we are” that faith
engages!
In these unpromising circumstances, there is love and loyalty. The Moabite Ruth to her Judean
mother in law: “Where you go, I will go; where you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my
people, and your God my God. Where you die, I will die and there will I be buried. May the
Lord do thus and so to me, and more as well”.
Beautiful words, words involving the whole of who Ruth is. Can we speak love and loyalty in
these unpromising times?
This week, we stand again before the possibility of action or inaction about climate change, as
leaders gather for COP26 in Glasgow. When we have every reason to be sceptical, can our
leaders provide real action for the healing of creation? Can this world our home, can
Bethlehem if you like, become again a house of bread? This week we bring concern for crosscultural relationships, as COVID tracks differently for Maori and Pacifica. Can we become a
united nation where our health system serves everyone equally? Will leaders listen to the
Pacific church leaders present in Glasgow? And what of broken families - many of us are
struggling to engage family opposed to vaccination or mandating vaccination. But with the new
traffic light system, churches have hard choices to make. How do we reflect our banner of
welcoming all people, of being inclusive, of being pastorally sensitive to people unwilling to
vaccinate and at the same time enable our gatherings to be safe for all people especially the
most vulnerable? And this, where science and truth and evidence and research seem
increasingly questioned.
Faith involves all we are. Church engages all we are. Love and loyalty arise from all we are.
Ruth’s words are sometimes used to help people name their faith, the words addressed not to
Naomi but to Jesus: “Where you go, I will go; where you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall
be my people, and your God my God.”
Then there is the story in Mark. Mark has been telling us how bad the scribes are, how they
keep asking Jesus trick questions to get him arrested and imprisoned. They want him to be
seen as a trouble-maker, a heretic who needs silencing. And after all those exchanges, Jesus
could rightly be suspicious when yet another scribe asks him a question. Is this scribe trying to
trick me as well? But Jesus treats this man as if he is the first to ask a question. And after the
exchange Jesus says that the man is not far from the kingdom of God, this to a man in a group
out to get Jesus, with all of this happening in the Temple precincts.
In this place of dislocation, in a context of fore-boding, Jesus reaches across a deep divide to
affirm what this one person offers. God loves all we are and invites us into that love.

Quietness

Sung music (we will stand and sing while masked)
1 Love is the touch of intangible joy;
love is the force that no fear can destroy;
love is the goodness we gladly applaud:
God is where love is, for love is of God.
2 Love is the lilt in a lingering voice;
love is the hope that can make us rejoice;
love is the cure for the frightened and
flawed:
God is where love is, for love is of God.
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3 Love is the Maker, and Spirit, and Son;
love is the kingdom their will has begun;
love is the pathway the saints all have
trod:
God is where love is, for love is of God.

Ordination and Induction of Indira Venkatraman as elder and the
Induction of David Mann as deacon.
Renewal of Commitment
To all: Putting your whole trust in Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord, do you seek to serve
Christ in the world, living towards the coming realm of God? We do.
To the congregation: As members of this congregation, will you encourage and support
your elders and deacons and remember them in your prayers? We will.
To the church council and deacons' court: Will you seek to be Christ-like in speech and
conduct, serving the people to whom God calls you, God being your helper? We will.

Prayer
God of grace, you have called us to be disciples of Christ and to share in his ministry of
reconciliation. Renew our commitment to Christ. Deepen our joy in your service. Inspire
us to live your love for the world and to seek God in our neighbour, through Jesus
Christ. Amen.

Prayer of thanks and for others

The Lord’s Prayer in English and Te Reo Maori
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

E tō mātou Matua i te rangi
Kia tapu tōu Ingoa.
Kia tae mai tōu rangatiratanga.
Kia meatia tāu e pai ai
ki runga ki te whenua,
kia rite anō ki tō te rangi.
Hōmai ki a mātou āianei
he taro mā mātou mō tēnei rā.
Murua ō mātou hara,
Me mātou hoki e muru nei
i ō te hunga e hara ana ki a mātou.
Āua hoki mātou e kawea kia whakawaia;
Engari whakaorangia mātou i te kino:
Nōu hoki te rangatiratanga, te kaha,
me te korōria, Āke āke āke. Āmine.

Offering prayer (please stand)
Sung music (we will stand and sing while masked)
1 This is a day of new beginnings,
time to remember and move on,
time to believe what love is bringing,
laying to rest the pain that’s gone.
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3 Christ is alive, and goes before us
to show and share what love can do.
This is a day of new beginnings our God is making all things new.

2 For by the life and death of Jesus,
love’s mighty Spirit, now as then,
can make for us a world of difference
as faith and hope are born again.

Blessing
Threefold Amen
Music for our leaving “Elegy” George Thalban-Ball (1896-1987), played by Grace Togneri

A whakatauki – Tangata ako ana i te kaenga, te turanga ki te marae, tau ana. A person
nurtured in the community contributes strongly to society.

Serving today
Minister - Kerry Enright
(minister@knoxchurch.net) 0274675442)
Associate Minister - Jordan Redding
(jordan.redding@otago.ac.nz 0274285234)
Organist and Choir Director - Karen Knudson
Reader - Vanessa Sinclair
Prayers for Others - Peter Wishart

In relation to your monetary offering, you may:
•

•

•

Make regular automatic payments (which are
tax deductible) - contact Helen Thew at
plannedgiving@knoxchurch.net
Give online to the Church’s bank account at
03 0903 0016425 00 - our charity number for
tax rebate purposes is #CC52318
Give before the service, into the offering
boxes at the back of the church
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