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Dear Friends,
Recently, a person emailed me
expressing apprecia�on for a
Sunday online reflec�on. The
person is not part of Knox or any
church and may never have
been in the Knox building. They
have been on a journey of
sensing there is “something
more”, a presence, a “god”.
Wan�ng to know more about
Chris�anity, they found our
YouTube channel and were
helped by the weekly readings and reflec�ons.
Another person told the story of sharing
Communion with her family who had not been
part of a church for many years. The family
watched the service and when it came to
Communion, broke the bread and shared the
wine together. It was a deeply affec�ng
encounter for all of them.
At its retreat in January, the Church Council
talked about how Knox can “break out of the
building” and con�nue our long history of
engagement with the city. Then COVID-19 came
along. We could not gather so were impelled to
find crea�ve ways of reaching out.
There is every reason to do so. A small
propor�on of New Zealanders have experience
of the Chris�an faith and know Chris�an
people. Few know what happens in a church
building or understand the dynamics of
Chris�an worship. But being able to visit online
helps them to learn and to safely see what
happens before they find the courage to
par�cipate in a church service. Comments
suggest that, even then, they can find the
experience overwhelming.
We have also received comments from young
people who have been part of our congrega�on

and have not found in their new neighbourhood
a church in which they can par�cipate. Some
congrega�ons express the gospel in ways that
do not reflect the deep Chris�an convic�ons of
people who have been part of Knox.
Further, parts of New Zealand do not have
ac�ve congrega�ons. The kind of structured
service with though�ul reflec�on which we are
used to is not always accessible. There are also
many Knox people who because of disability are
not able physically to gather for worship.
As such, Council wants to keep developing our
online presence, including live-streamed
worship. The equipment we need will cost
about $5000. We will be able to purchase it,
once we have raised that amount.
Another expression of our ongoing life is the
appointment of an extremely gi�ed minister,
Rev Jordan Redding, as Associate Minister, who
began at Knox on 1 July. We will be hearing
more about and from Jordan in the weeks
ahead.
Thank you for your marvellous generosity which
has made this appointment possible.

Shalom,Kerry

Council Report

Deacons’Court Report: Flat Out!

Zooming into the
New Normal

With Knox Church no longer
employing live-in staff, the Church
Officer’s Flat will in future serve as
a significant contributor to our
sustainable revenue effort – most
immediately in helping support our
new Associate Ministry posi�on.
Reflec�ng this re-use for private
use, the property will be leased out
as the Knox Apartment.
Deacons’ Court is currently
renova�ng this property with new
appliances, heaters, curtains,
and light fi�ngs suppor�ng a
contemporary décor.
With input from both
commercial trade services and
volunteers, this fresh new
look, together with its central
city loca�on, proximity to the
leafy church grounds and
private parking is expected to
earn a premium rental once
offered to the market. When
ready, professional property
management will help achieve
and maintain that outcome.
An open day for Knox
members and friends will be
held in July. No�ce will be
given once that date is known,
and you are all invited to visit.
In the mean�me, some
indica�on of the changes
underway can be seen in these
images.

Over lockdown, Council con�nued
a�ending to governance ma�ers via
ZOOM mee�ngs to ensure Knox,
while not able to worship in the
church building, s�ll had a
‘presence’ in our immediate and
extended community.
As I write this column, we are
preparing for the second Sunday of
our return to a “new normal” on
site. I refer to a new normal as we have learned
a great deal from our experiences of the
lockdown necessitated by COVID-19. Very few
of us have experienced having our freedom
restricted before.
What has Knox, as a church community, learned
from this? We have had to discover a way of
maintaining a presence within the community.
That has meant a different approach to
worship, a different way of undertaking pastoral
care (phoning one another, ge�ng groceries
and medicines for those older folk unable to
leave their homes), and how we held
mee�ngs. In doing this, we have discovered
new skills, and many people willing to assist in
various ways – all of which may not have
happened if we weren't prepared to accept the
challenge. On the flip side, many people missed
the one-to-one contact, par�cularly with regard
to pastoral visi�ng.
Now we have returned to worship in the church
building, we are set with other challenges such
as:
� how we maintain our online presence so that
those who previously have been unable to
a�end church can con�nue to be part of Knox
from their homes;
� how do we incorporate some of the new
things we discovered and appreciated, into our
church-based Sunday services?
Change can bring some degree of anxiousness,
a sense of being a li�le uncomfortable. With
prayer, trust in each other, and extending
kindness to one another, we will make the
transi�on.
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Our new journey also comes with Presbytery
sustaining a call to Rev Jordan Redding to be
our Associate Minister (0.4FTE) for a period of
three years. This is a very hopeful and exci�ng
development for Knox. It is hoped with Jordan’s
help, we can further strengthen our rela�onship
with the University, and provide greater support
to young families, young adults and those of
other cultures, while mee�ng the faith needs of
regular Knox a�endees.
While we find the new normal that works, I ask
that we pray for our leadership as they grapple
with the challenges of worship as we transi�on
back to on site and look at some new elements;
and for our Deacons who carefully watch over
our finances and property; and, most
importantly, for each other as we adjust to life
in the shadow of COVID-19.
As I conclude, please consider if or how you
might like to share in the life of Knox. There are
many ways help would be appreciated. It is also
a good way to meet others. You might be able
to assist by sharing your skills, offering to learn
new skills, or through your giving whether it be
small or a li�le larger. People’s gi�s are always a
blessing and received gratefully.
May your journey ahead be filled with richness
and spiritual growth.

God bless,

Alison Tait
Council Clerk

Paul Crack
Deacons’ Project Manager
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Welcome to the Digital Church

It is often quite easy to dismiss our virtual
lives as somehow less real than our actual
lives, making an easy …distinction between
virtual reality and actual reality. Both are real.
… [D]rawing on Teresa of Ávila’s poem “Christ
Has No Body,” Thompson claims that if Christ
is present today, “Christ is present virtually,
through the bodies and the actions of his
followers.”
…Thompson is not offering a utopian
celebration of our digital salvation. …Yet, at a
time when many people are searching for
community and healing relationships, this
book reminds us that love begins with a
resounding yes, a willingness to live into
worlds that are both actual and virtual...
Alan van Wyck’s review first appeared in The
Christian Century, 7 March 2017.

Where ‘sacred space’ can be a café, a pub, or travelling on public transport
Lockdown meant we had to ‘be
church’ other than gathering
physically. It makes good sense to
s�ll offer a virtual connec�on.
Why Connect Church Online?
By Craig Mitchell, Uni�ng Church of Australia.
h�p://growing-disciples.org.au/why-connectonline/
1. Some people lead busy lives
When we limit ministry and mission to the
�mes and places that suit us, we implicitly
require people to fit in with our schedule. We
ignore their work hours, family ac�vi�es, and
extra-curricular ac�vi�es. We even blame them
for lack of commitment to us! Online ac�vity
can happen any�me and anywhere – when it
suits them.
2. Some people have difficulty a�ending
Whether you are elderly, a single parent,
disabled, ill, or on holidays, there are plenty of
reasons why a�endance at church ac�vi�es can
be difficult. Lack of transport. No baby-si�er.
Your mental health isn’t great at the moment.
Or you’re just plain exhausted.
3. Some people are checking us out
Who are all those extra people who have been
online? (F)ormer members, friends of friends,
people who are part of our weekly programs
yet who’ve never a�ended worship. Others are,
just touching base for now – seeking a
contempla�ve experience, a hopeful word, a
prayer for troubled �mes. Some have faith
ques�ons, others are wondering about our
beliefs or how friendly we are.
4. Some people feel that they wouldn’t fit in
While we may pride ourselves on being an
inclusive, welcoming church, no community is
perfect. Others’ percep�ons of church are
shaped by experience, nega�ve as well as
posi�ve. ...(P)eople may fear misunderstanding
or worse, rejec�on... More than this, they may
have views or ques�ons about God and religion
that they would never voice in public. Some
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people prefer to be with us, to listen to us, and
to learn with us from a distance.
5. Most people have home internet
These �mes have proven that many of our older
members can get online, and in this �me of
isola�on they’ve deeply valued the face-to-face
connec�on. In fact, it’s been preferable to going
out in the evening.
6. Most people have mobile devices
This means 24/7 access to stuff and people...
People use their smart devices to read, listen,
watch, pray, chat, etc. Not only are there
mul�ple mobile apps to aid spiritual growth,
there are mul�ple ways that churches can be
present online AND curate (collect or point to)
worthwhile resources. Whether it’s at 6am,
lunch�me or late at night, si�ng outdoors or
(some�mes maybe) travelling on public
transport, there’s a spiritual growth opportunity
wai�ng.
If we want faith to be embedded in people’s
everyday lives, then it needs to be embedded
in their daily habits.
If the church is people and not a place, then
connec�ng church is about connec�ng people.
If faith is invita�onal, then the invita�on
shouldn’t begin when people enter the
building.
Digital Church con�nues next page ....

Other reading:
The Digital Cathedral, by Rev Keith Anderson
“The Digital Cathedral is an invita�on to a more
expansive ways of being church, at a �me when
our defini�ons of church have become all too
narrow, too parochial—when evangelism is
reduced to membership, faith forma�on is
narrowed to Sunday morning educa�on classes,
and sharing the Gospel has been reduced to
marke�ng rather than sharing the free and
abundant grace and love of God.”
—from the Forward by Elizabeth Drescher
The Virtual Body of Christ in a Suffering World,
by Deanna A. Thompson
“Incarnational living in the digital age,”
Thompson argues, “translates into a radical
openness within the community of the church
not only to hearing the cries of our
neighbours but also to imagining new ways of
serving neighbours in love through both the
virtual and actual worlds.”
Grounding her understanding of the church in
a Pauline conception of the body of Christ,
Thompson calls us to imagine the body of
Christ beyond the limits of our physical
bodies...

Having access to online services
during lockdown was a real
godsend for many people.
Dennis Povey, who recently moved to
Wellington’s Huntleigh Home with his wife Lea,
has missed Knox and Knox people; he found the
services “superb” and greatly appreciated
being able to par�cipate with Knox again.
Viewers enjoyed Jordan’s children’s chat with
the bunny and duck (and chilli plant), the
birdsong, the music and upli�ing messages, and
just knowing that others were also watching at
the same �me and s�ll feeling part of a
community even in isola�on.
It was also an opportunity to ‘check out’ other
churches online services (without feeling
disloyal to Knox!). Some of the varied online
services viewed over lockdown by Knox people
included: the Taizé community in France,
Dunedin City Bap�st Church, the Li�le Red
Church on Bowen Island in Bri�sh Columbia
(United Church of Canada), Franciscan Fr.
Richard Rohr’s daily medita�ons, St Andrew’s
Fairfield Church in Melbourne (Uni�ng Church
of Australia) with Rev Ali Sangster, and Bishop
Steve Lowe’s daily mass podcasts from
Hamilton Cathedral.
– Jill Rutherford
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PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

We had to figure out how to transport film
material between readers, musicians, Kerry, me
– from the outset it was meant to be a
collabora�ve effort. Once that was achieved it
became quite a smooth opera�on. Showing
some people how to record their piece via
zoom, when my ins�nct was to say, “Hang on,
I’ll be over in a minute”. I have to say that the
internet side of the opera�on was handled by
Vanessa Sinclair. I was very thankful that she did
a wonderful job of making sure that worked. I
am not an expert in internet ma�ers.
Several people I know appreciated the way the
service opened, with the sunrise and the birds
singing. Was that your idea? If so, what made
you think of it?

Technical Maestro Bernard Madill
led the team behind the Knox
online services. He gives us the
inside scoop:
How did you get involved in the produc�on of
the online services?
Kerry and I had had a discussion about live
streaming services before lockdown, so when
the situa�on changed suddenly to level four it
became a ma�er of how to create online
content separately and remotely. A zoom
conference happened and a team was formed.
The team was very important to the success of
this enterprise.
What is your technical background?
I teach filmmaking in the Media, Film and
Communica�on Programme at Otago
University, and also work for the University’s
Media Produc�on Unit. I have directed and
edited fulllength documentaries as well as
recorded music events.

Aside from the obvious, what differences are
there between a live Knox service and a
recorded version?
The content was much the same and in roughly
the same order. The main difference between
recorded and live events, and this goes for
music as well, is the flow of things. Audiences
will tolerate the �me between items if they are
in the space whereas any delay can be hard to
watch when you are watching a recording.
Editors keep this sort of thing in mind when
assembling a film version of an event. The other
important difference, in this example, is that at
home everyone could hear it all. In a church or
concert hall it is likely that some people miss
bits due to poor acous�cs, interference and so
on. Don’t they say that the best seat for a
sports match is at home? However, there is no
doubt that the ambience is what you miss,
along with the human contact.
What kind of technical considera�ons did you
have to wrestle with? Which bits were the
trickiest?

The sunrise idea came because I did not want it
to begin - Bang! Mozart’s Requiem – at 9.45 in
the morning. I wanted to ease in – and we had
to fill 15 minutes anyway because of the way
YouTube works. The birds came about because
Tui Bevin’s reading in the garden had really
clear bird sounds and I edited those fragments
together into one long clip. Then I added some
birds I had recorded in Whare Flat some years
ago. That way I was able to keep changing the
mix each week, for those with really sharp ears.
Was there anything you wanted to try but it
couldn’t be done? And, contras�ngly, anything
you are most pleased about?

men�oned that the ma�er of flow needs to be
carefully worked. Live audiences could feel
rushed, or miss the music if that is cut back for
the online event. Different media work in very
different ways.
Then, why make the shi� at all is something
that needs careful considera�on. Is it to provide
something for those who are unable to leave
their home and will appreciate that they can
now be part of the congrega�on, or, is it to
compete with churches like Des�ny for a
par�cular, larger demographic amongst the
wider New Zealand and interna�onal audience?
The la�er will seem very beguiling. These are
quite different mo�ves.
I suspect a number of churches will a�empt to
build on the momentum generated during
lockdown. How many will keep it up? You have
to be sure there are people to manage the
technology.
What kind of equipment do we need for live
streaming, and how can Knox folk help?
To be blunt, it comes down to finance. That is
not to say you need much gear. But the types of
camera suitable for quality streaming are not
cheap. Like it or not the produc�on values of
such a stream would need to be high.
Audiences turn off firstly, if the sound is bad,
and secondly, if the image is poor. None of this
is to say it is a bad idea, just to move cau�ously.
Anything more you’d like to add?

I wish I could run a class in how to successfully
use phones and laptops to film things. On the
other hand, and much more importantly, I am
pleased that it was the collabora�on that it was,
that everyone could contribute with the
technology that they had.
How do you see in-church services being
adapted so that we can stream them?
This is a really important ma�er to consider. I
would move very slowly for a number of
reasons. Adap�ng a service so it streams well
might make it a worse experience for those
a�ending.
On the other hand, it might ‘improve’ some
aspects of the live experience. I already

The team was large. In many ways all I did was
edit it all together. Everyone else contributed
the parts. Par�cular men�on should be made of
Vanessa who made sure the internet worked on
�me; Lincoln Coe who managed the shared
drive; Jordan for his talks for young people;
Karen, Sara Brown, Rhys Thorn and the Opoho
Music Group for organising the music. There is a
longer list of the actual performers of music as
well as readings and prayers. I can’t forget Ben
for ringing the bell every week. Lastly, Kerry for
passing short film 101, very quickly, with
dis�nc�on in Open Broadcast So�ware!
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WHAT DO WE DO WITH THE WHITE JESUS?
Olivia Hussey was a par�cularly fetching Virgin
Mary.
But accurate? Of course, no one knows exactly
what Jesus looked like. No handy cell phones or
social media back then in ancient Pales�ne. But
given the predominant ethnic group of the
region then as now, it’s safe to say Jesus
probably did not have Aryan blue eyes and
really light skin. Or flowing blonde hair
cascading down his shoulders.

Jill Rutherford wonders...
WHAT DID JESUS LOOK
LIKE?
It’s a thought that has probably crossed most
people’s minds one �me or another.
Most of us likely grew up with the tawny-haired
blue-eyed Jesus of Sunday School. Handsome,
definitely. Someone to rival a brooding Charlton
Heston in Ben-Hur. This Jesus was definitely a
white man, of the ‘superior’ Anglo-Saxon
variety.
Then there was Ted
Neely in Jesus Christ
Superstar – now there
was a Jesus! I
remember watching
this film as a
precocious teenager
and falling (mildly) in
love with him. This
was a Jesus I could follow all right! What’s
more, he could really belt out a tune.
And who could forget Zeffirelli’s Jesus of
Nazareth television series, with a Jesus of
startling other-worldly blue eyes (and a rather
posh English accent) played by Robert Powell?
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We might be tempted to ask why it should
ma�er. But in the current climate of Black Lives
Ma�er, of statues of
white men being
torn down, of
challenging ‘history’
as determined by
the victors and the
powerful, what
would it mean for
us to rethink how
we imagine the man
we follow?
Consider, for
example, the Jesus
the King window
behind the Knox chancel. It’s an impressive
stained-glass image, with lots to ponder should
the mind ever wander (apologies to all
preachers). Super colourful, heaps of symbols, a
baby Jesus in a manger, alpha and omega, birds.
Obviously not meant to be read literally.
And yet for all the window’s splendour, would
the man from Galilee—who rode a humble
donkey—recognise himself in this image of a
fair-skinned king, replete with golden crown
and princely flowing robes? Or would he recoil?
Over lockdown, I had more �me to indulge such
thoughts, and found, on the internet, a very
interes�ng TED talk given last year by Prof Joan
Taylor on exactly this topic. Currently a
professor of early Chris�an Origins and Second
Temple Judaism at King’s College London, Joan

WHITE JESUS, cont’d
was a student here at Otago in the 1980s. A
believing Chris�an, she also struggled with the
tradi�onal depic�ons of Jesus, and decided to
pursue the ques�on: What did Jesus Look Like?
Prof Taylor answers by showing
two photos, one of Mahatma
Gandhi and the other of Mar�n
Luther King. The one is in his
characteris�c homespun
garment, the other in a neat suit
and �e. Each man, she argues,
was deliberate in how they
presented themselves. Imagine,
she says, if, hundreds of years
later, the men were transformed
by followers to become white,
blonde, blue-eyed, and wearing,
say, military uniforms? Or the
pin-striped suit of a banker?
How might these images jar with their original
message? Or distort it? And for what purpose?
So, at some level, images do
ma�er.
She then presented all the known
biblical, extra-biblical and
archaeological evidence to paint
a picture of Jesus of Nazareth.
He was likely rather nondescript,
neither tall nor short nor
handsome. We know this, she
argues, because otherwise his
followers, eager to promote
Jesus to new believers, would
have noted it (for example, David
is handsome, Saul is very tall).
He was rather scruffy, dirty, a bit
of a vagabond, according to Roman sources
(and never contradicted by his followers). A�er
all he was on the dusty roads of Galilee and
Judea for three years. He depended on the
hospitality of strangers and o�en slept out in
the open with just a mantle or cloak for warmth
and comfort.

There were no flowing robes, Taylor argues.
Jews of this �me, except for the wealthy and
ostenta�ous, wore shorter toga-like garments
that fell to the knee.
There were no flowing locks
either. Jews had beards but kept
their hair fairly short, like a bowl
cut.
From skeletal remains from the
region and of that era, and what
we know of migra�on shi�s
since that �me, Taylor says Jews
of ancient Pales�ne most likely
resembled the Jews of modern
day Iraq, with narrower heads
and rather slight builds (le�).
Which makes Jesus all the more
remarkable, that despite his low
status, his scruffiness, his average looks,
thousands of people would gather to hear him
speak. Jesus didn’t need to appear kingly or
wear the ‘right’ clothes. He didn’t
need iridescent eyes that reflected
the light of heaven or to sing like
the angels. He wasn’t a warrior
hero with rippling muscles. He
didn’t even play the harp.
And yet, he would inspire his
disciples to follow him even to the
death.
Imagine, then, if when we entered
Knox and looked up at the central
window and saw something of this
person there? A brown-skinned
refugee, in ta�ered dirty clothes,
with dust on his feet, yet holding
out his arms in love.
Would we go to him? Would we follow him?
You can watch Professor Taylor’s talk at:
h�ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16F_JCJFJpg
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David Hill: Farewell to a Lovely Man
A�er TVNZ shut up shop in Dunedin, David held a
variety of jobs including a s�nt at Radio Otago and a
long period as caretaker for St Margaret’s College at
the University.
Outside of work, David’s social life was involved in
scou�ng and the YHA, where there were many
tramps and probably a few tall tales. Around this
�me, he also purchased an Aus�n Healey, which was
his pride and joy.

David Stuart Hill – always David, never Dave –
was born in Dunedin on July 7, 1938, and
christened in Knox Church. He passed away on
February 26, 2020, having a�ended Knox all of
his 81 years.
David’s parents, Mavis and Eric, were Knox
parishioners; a typist and the owner of carpetlayers E M Hill and Co. A younger brother,
Russell, followed a �dy two years later,
comple�ng David’s family.

It was at the YHA that David met his first wife,
Sandy. They married in 1970, and had three children
– Fiona, Bronnie and Rolly. David built their first
home in Dalrymple St, just around the corner from
his brother, and up the hill from his mother.
The Healey had to go and was replaced with a series
of very large, very Bri�sh, very safe cars for his
growing family.
David inherited the community-minded gene from
his parents, par�cularly his father, and spent a lot of
�me assis�ng with Scouts, this church, and other
organisa�ons.

He received the highest award possible in Scou�ng,
the Silver Tui, for his life’s service to that
David a�ended Pine Hill School, where none of organisa�on, including years as leader or group
leader here at Knox Scouts, and later roles in the
the teachers ever managed to correct the
District and Otago area.
chicken-scrawl which passed as his
handwri�ng, before moving on to King Edward He was also deeply involved in this church as a
Technical College. There he was a prefect,
Deacon and Elder. Members recall his sense of
played clarinet in the school military band and humour lightening up mee�ngs, and his canny
excelled in technical subjects.
Sco�sh way of ge�ng crea�ve ideas achieved with
Holidays were spent at the same family crib he li�le money. His par�cular passions in the church
were the ligh�ng and, naturally, the sound.
would later own for most of his life, at
Purakaunui. Hours were spent in the boat in
A�er his first marriage ended amicably, David met
the inlet, dri�ing with the �de, fishing, or just Noelene in 1988, and married her in 1992; together,
enjoying the silence of an evening. And
they spent the last quarter of his life very happily.
hovering around the radio to listen to episodes
With Noelene he travelled the world, ge�ng to visit
of the Goon Show – a life-long love passed on
his cousins in Norway and meander down English
to his children.
canals in a boat – a life-long dream.
A�er school David joined the New Zealand
He was par�cularly delighted to ring bells in
Broadcas�ng Corpora�on, where he became
churches in several interna�onal loca�ons; David
one of New Zealand’s top radio technicians. In
was a campanologist, a bell ringer. Other hobbies
1963 he was flown to Waitangi to record the
were sailing and caravanning.
Queen and he spent a period working in
He and Rolly spent hours of pleasure and hard work
Tonga.
restoring a yellow MG and touring with the MG Car
He later moved to Television New Zealand
Club. Although he had to sell the MG eventually, the
where he was responsible for ge�ng the right
people to the right place at the right �me.
(DAVID HILL cont’d next page)

Page 10

Diamond Anniversary Celebration
It poured the day 60 years’
ago that George and Pat
Petersen married, leaving
them with just a single photo
of the happy occasion...
How and when did you meet?
George and I met in 1953. He was a 3rd
year student at Otago University and I
was a trainee nurse in the old Dunedin
Hospital, living in the Nurses’ Home.
My brother David, who like George was
living in Knox College, persuaded George to
help him dig potatoes at our home in
Anderson’s Bay as a contribu�on to a student
work day. I visited home that a�ernoon, and
the rest is history. George went on to Oxford as
a student in 1956 and I took my OE working as a
nurse in Britain in 1957-1959. We became
engaged before I returned to New Zealand early
in 1959, and George returned later that year.
Where and when were you married? By
whom?
We were married in the Ross Chapel, Knox
College on 16 April 1960 by the Revd H J
Ryburn, Master of Knox College.
What was read/sung at your wedding? Who
was there?
It was a standard Presbyterian wedding. We
were both terribly nervous and neither of us
can remember much of the service. Alas, we do
not have a copy of the order of service to
remind us what was sung or read. My sister
Sarah, also a nurse, was bridesmaid and my
younger twin sisters were flower girls. George’s
best man was his Knox friend Ian McDonald,

DAVID HILL, cont’d
new owners brought the yellow car to the
service in tribute to David.
David’s health started to fail him a decade or so
ago. In the end, he developed Parkinson’s
demen�a and reluctantly had to give up many
of his passions.

who later became professor of Neurology in
London and my brother David, later a
rheumatologist in Auckland, was
groomsman.
Where was your first home?
In Palmerston North (George’s home town)
where George took up a posi�on as a
scien�st in the Department of Scien�fic &
Industrial Research, Plant Chemistry
Laboratory. A�er a year at Oxford, we
returned to live in Palmerston North in
1965. But it wasn’t un�l 1969 when we
moved to Dunedin that we bought our first,
and only, house (in which we have now
lived for over 50 years).
Any sage advice on what makes for a
diamond wedding anniversary?
Shared Chris�an faith and interests in music
and books. Four loving daughters, a shared
interest in travel, a house and garden large
enough for us each to “do our own thing”,
and sharing exci�ng �mes and friends.

But the past few years are not how we should
remember David. Instead, we remember his dry
sense of humour, his generosity and
gentlemanly manner, his life of service to the
community, and his love for his family.
He was a lovely man, and he had a lovely life,
and it is that which we celebrate.
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Introducing the Marra Family:
Jamie, Carlo, Maya and Ana
We first met at the Knox College Spring Hop

in the third term of our first year at Otago University.
We were married four years later on Easter
Saturday, in Knox Church, by the Very Rev Dr J S
Somerville. The hymns that were chosen were
‘All people that on earth do dwell’ (Hymn 229),
‘Now thank we all our God’ (Hymn 29) and ‘O
Father all crea�ng’ (Hymn 326).
For our honeymoon we drove to Picton and
spent a week travelling around the
Marlborough and Nelson areas.

Royden & Lee Somerville
28 March, 1970
A Banner Year
Knox Outlook Commi�ee has been given the
green light to begin a banner project, designing
and cra�ing five church banners over the
coming year. Using liturgical colours (Green,
Red, White, Purple) and based on themes (such
as welcoming all, protec�ng Crea�on), the idea
is to create robust and colourful banners for
display outside the church.
Alva Feldmeier, Haley Rata Heyes and Jill
Rutherford met to come up with ini�al design
concepts which will be finalised soon. A series
of hands-on workshops are being planned for
anyone who’d like to be a part of the project. If
you have any le�over material you are happy to
donate and/or would like to be involved, please
contact Jill at jill.rutherford@outlook.co.nz or
at 021 0844 5122.
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We have been asked to give advice on what
makes a good and las�ng marriage. We would
suggest that love, commitment, loyalty, sharing
common values, priori�sing family, and
enjoying a similar sense of humour greatly
assist in that endeavour.

Carlo and Jamie Marra are originally from
Bri�sh Columbia, Canada. They arrived in
Dunedin in July 2016 when Carlo was appointed
Dean of the School of Pharmacy at the
University of Otago a�er having spent �me at
Newfoundland’s Memorial University.
Jamie is a dental student, now in her fi�h year
and looking forward to gradua�ng in December.
Maya is a junior pupil at Columba College and
Ana Sofia will start school later this year.
Carlo was raised in a Chris�an family, and Jamie
studied the Bible with him and his mother
Bobby before being bap�sed in the Pacific
Ocean while pregnant with Maya in December
2013.
“We are a family based on Chris�an principles
and have always held Sunday for family Bible
study but in our moves, we hadn’t found a
church that we felt comfortable joining,”
explains Jamie.
“We were first introduced to Knox through
Maya as a student at Columba. At the end of

last year, we wanted to join a congrega�on and
felt Knox seemed like a good place to start. We
felt so welcomed by the parishioners and Rev
Enright. Rev Redding has a wonderful children’s
ministry and we all love the beauty of the
church itself.”
The family enjoy Dunedin’s beaches and being
at home baking together. Maya has joined the
Junior Choristers and recently read a children’s
story for one of Knox’s YouTube services.
Carlo and Jamie recently undertook a Bible
study John’s Crea�on by John A. Pople. Jamie
commented “It never ceases to amaze me how
complex and layered scripture is.”
A favourite Bible verse is Ephesians 6:11 – “Put
on the whole armour of God that you might
stand against the trials.” Jamie likes it because it
is very visual and she can easily use it with her
children: “…the belt of truth, the shoes of
peace, the sword of spirit which is the Word of
God.”
— Helen Thew
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Celebrating 90 years’ young!
Lyndall Hancock feted by nieces & Knox family, 4-5 July

OCTACAN, the
Presbyterian Support
Otago annual
foodbank initiative, is
coming up this month.
Due to COVID-19
large numbers of
families are
experiencing hardship
for the first time.
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A Calling Fulfilled:
Jordan’s Induc�on Service, 10 July

Some of the most needed items are canned
foods: canned meals, spaghetti, baked beans,
meats & fish, soups, pasta, sauce, tomatoes, fruit,
vegetables, other tinned foods (i.e., baby food, pet
food, creamed rice, coconut milk), tear top cans
(great for people living rough or without housing).

OCTACAN: Lower Octagon,
7am-2:30pm, Thursday 30 July
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Knox People

Three Cheers for Three Davids! And one Anna…
David Crerar (le�), Dave Hanan and David Richardson (below le�),
were all recently honoured for achievements in their respec�ve
community engagements. David Crerar became a Member of the
New Zealand Order of Merit for services to mountaineering at the
Queen’s Birthday Honours in June. David Hanan was awarded a
Life Membership by the North End Rowing Club for 35 years’ of
ac�ve service as an athlete, coach, board member and club man.
And David Richardson was made a Life Member of Presbyterian
Support Otago having been its chair for six years and a dedicated
board member since 2007. Well done, Gentlemen!

Also to be congratulated is the former Anna Tarbo�on (below),
now Mackenzie, a�er her wedding to Mike on 4 July. They were
married by family friend and former Knox member,
Tricia Warwick-Naziris at the Dead Souls Bookshop in
Dunedin. We wish Anna and her new husband all the
joy in the world.

Contact Informa�on:
Minister Kerry Enright 477-0229, 0274 675 542
or email minister@knoxchurch.net;
Associate Minister Jordan Redding 477-0229,
027 428 5234, jordan@knoxchurch.net;
Clerk of Council Alison Tait 476-1778 or 021
136-2404 alison.tait@xtra.co.nz;
Clerk of Deacons’ Court Suzanne Bishop 4763271 suzken.bishop@xtra.co.nz;
Organist & Choir Director Karen Knudson 4772749; Planned Giving Secretary Helen Thew
471-2147 r.h.thew@xtra.co.nz;
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Church secretary: Jacqui Carroll, 449 George St
Phone (03) 477-0229 Mon-Fri 9am-Noon
admin@knoxchurch.net
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