KNOX CHURCH, DUNEDIN
Second Sunday after Pentecost
10am – Sunday 14 June 2020
Music to prepare us for worship “Come Holy Ghost, Creator Blest” Flor Peeters (1903-86), “Air” J S Bach (1685-1750)

The bell sounds, then quietness
Hospitality
Welcome and introduction - Genesis 18:1-4 “When Abraham saw them, he ran
from the tent entrance to meet them …”

Call to worship

(drawing from Genesis 18)

Kia noho a Ihowa ki a koutou. May God be with you.
Ma Ihowa koe e manaaki. May God bless you.
God invites us to welcome visitors.
To offer rest and refreshment for journeying.
From visitors we can receive news of new life.
News beyond what we expected.
May God’s Spirit open our hearts to the new life God promises.

Hymn

(tune Lobe den Herren) from Church Hymnary - Joachim Neander, trans: Catherine Winkworth

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King
of creation;
praise God, my soul, for in him are your
health and salvation;
come all who hear,
into his presence draw near,
joining in glad adoration.

3 Praise to the Lord, who with blessing and
power will defend you;
surely his goodness and mercy shall daily
attend you;
ponder anew
what the Almighty can do:
God will for ever befriend you.

2 Praise to the Lord, who in all things is
wondrously reigning,
shields you from harm and is gently yet
firmly sustaining.
Have you not seen
how your heart's wishes have been
granted by God's wise ordaining?

4 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me
adore him!
All that has life and breath, come now with
praises before him!
Let the Amen
sound from God's people again:
gladly for ever adore him.

Romans 5:1-8 extracts – assuring forgiveness, announcing reconciliation
E te whanau, in Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God.
Kia tau te rangimarie o te Karaiti ki runga i a koutou. May the peace of Christ be with you
always. And also with you.

Good news of God’s reign
Prayer for Illumination
Readings – Listen for God’s Word to us …
Genesis 18:1-15
The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the heat of
the day. He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent
entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground. He said, "My lord, if I find favor with you, do not
pass by your servant. Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree.
Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on--since you
have come to your servant." So they said, "Do as you have said." And Abraham hastened into the tent to
Sarah, and said, "Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes."
Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to
prepare it. Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he
stood by them under the tree while they ate. They said to him, "Where is your wife Sarah?" And he said,
"There, in the tent." Then one said, "I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall
have a son." And Sarah was listening at the tent entrance behind him. Now Abraham and Sarah were old,
advanced in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. So Sarah laughed to herself,
saying, "After I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I have pleasure?" The LORD said to Abraham,
"Why did Sarah laugh, and say, 'Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?' Is anything too wonderful
for the LORD? At the set time I will return to you, in due season, and Sarah shall have a son." But Sarah
denied, saying, "I did not laugh"; for she was afraid. He said, "Oh yes, you did laugh."

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church Thanks be to God

Matthew 9:35 – 10:8
Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the good
news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had
compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he
said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest." Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them
authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. These are
the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of
Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son
of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. These
twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: "Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town
of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As you go, proclaim the good
news, 'The kingdom of heaven has come near.' Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out
demons. You received without payment; give without payment.

This is the Gospel of Jesus Christ Praise to Christ the Word

Art and music – Art relating to the readings we have just heard …
“Ich ruf’ zu dir- I call to you, Lord Jesus Christ” J S Bach (1685-1750)

Reflection “Sent from the tent”
In light of the readings today, what do followers of Jesus do? Well it seems They run towards visitors and welcome them, even when they bring laughable and outrageous news. And
in so doing, they discover God has appeared to them.
They give birth to new life in the most unpromising situations.
They are sent to share in the mission of Jesus Christ in our world and to pray for labourers in that mission.
We hear these texts after we have moved to level one. Level One seems a bit like what we had before
COVID-19 but with a few changes. But is that all? Is the new normal only a slight adjustment of the old
normal?
Earlier in Genesis God made this promise to Abraham - “Go from your country and your kindred and your
father’s house to the land that I will show you. I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you and make
your name great, so that you will be a blessing.” “I will bless you so that you will be a blessing …” So
Abraham and Sarah leave and they arrive in a new place. And they receive news of that blessing, and it’s
received because they welcome visitors and offer hospitality. It’s not a subdued welcome. Abraham ran to
meet the visitors and bowed down to the ground. Over the last ten weeks, have we arrived at a new
country, to receive a new blessing?
As a church we have learned to worship and to offer care in a different way. We have adapted. Every
week, there was on average 400 views of our online worship. It seems that once people visited one
service, they went looking for another service, so our first service has had about 650 views. And we have
received moving stories of what difference those services have made in the lives of people. We are now
people who physically gather and people who gather online. We have become part of a digital transition
that has been happening in the wider church for many years. Thanks to the offering of hospitality we have
received a blessing, and in turn we have become a blessing.
But is that all? What about the wider canvas? In Matthew, disciples become apostles. People who follow
Jesus become people sent by Jesus. Proclaim the good news. The reign of God has come near. After ten
weeks, where do we see signs of that reign?
Tear Fund UK have identified three shifts in social values emerging, towards ideals more aligned with the
reign of God. First, there has been some move from ‘I, alone’ to ‘We, together’. Our interconnectedness
and our need for one another has never been clearer. That has led to people offering help to others in
creative ways. We’ve seen new expressions of community with street concerts and street parties – Pacific
Street here in Dunedin, about which we will hear shortly. People have taken care not to infect others. And
there has been deep concern for those who have felt the brunt of being isolated. Globally, the rapid
spread of the disease has also demonstrated how the health and well-being of one of us has implications
for all of us. One sign of the reign of God is learning again how deeply connected we are with one another
and with the whole of creation.
Second, there has been some move from valuing productivity above all else to valuing life in its other
dimensions. We have heard able to hear the sounds of creation. Free online concerts have reminded us of
the gift of the arts. People have gathered virtually to sing, including our own choir and choristers. People
with inadequate housing have been provided with temporary accommodation. There has been an impetus
to find and support those who are lonely and isolated. The patterns of inequality have been starkly
revealed again, calling for action. It is obvious that the market economy does not care for people when the
economy slumps and thousands lose work. We are learning again the value of support systems and human
rights protections. The World Council of Churches and the World Communion of Reformed Churches are
saying that now is a time to change our economic frameworks. Improvements may be temporary, but
they demonstrate a shift to valuing life over productivity.
Thirdly, there is the hope of moving from making small tweaks to a new way of being. Many are beginning
to realise that we have a chance to reshape culture and society. More people are joining this
conversation, and there seems in some places an appetite for real change. Black Lives Matter involves a
broad cross section of people wanting to address racism. Within our own country there is a new
commitment to decolonisation. And behind all this, can we make a fresh commitment to address climate
change. If we can bring urgency to eliminate a virus, can we bring the same urgency to address climate
change?

Let’s keep looking for the signs of the reign of God around us and let’s pray that we will be part of that
reign, as we pray for God to send other labourers alongside us. Let’s not waste the last ten weeks. So
what do followers of Jesus do?
They welcome visitors despite even when they bring laughable news
They see new possibilities where little seems possible, and they give birth to new life.
They understand themselves as sent to share the good news of God’s reign.
They keep praying for the God of the harvest to send labourers for the harvest, sensing how the one who
prays may be part of the answer.

Quietness
We are sent
Prayer for others and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

Anglican prayer book

E tō mātou Matua i te rangi
Kia tapu tōu Ingoa.
Kia tae mai tōu rangatiratanga.
Kia meatia tāu e pai ai
ki runga ki te whenua,
kia rite anō ki tō te rangi.
Hōmai ki a mātou āianei
he taro mā mātou mō tēnei rā.
Murua ō mātou hara,
Me mātou hoki e muru nei
i ō te hunga e hara ana ki a mātou.
Āua hoki mātou e kawea kia whakawaia;
Engari whakaorangia mātou i te kino:
Nōu hoki te rangatiratanga, te kaha,
me te korōria, Āke āke āke. Āmine.

Minute for Mission - the Pacific Street story
Hymn
1 As a fire is meant for burning
with a bright and warming flame,
so the church is meant for mission,
giving glory to God’s name.
Preaching Christ, and not our customs,
let us build a bridge of care,
joining hands across the nations,
finding neighbours everywhere.

from Hope Publishing - Ruth Duck

2 We are learners; we are teachers;
we are pilgrims on the way.
We are seekers; we are givers;
we are vessels made of clay.
By our gentle, loving actions,
we will show that Christ is light.
In a humble, listening Spirit,
we would live to God’s delight.

3 As a green bud in the springtime
is the sign of life renewed,
so may we be signs of oneness
’mid earth’s peoples, many-hued.
As a rainbow lights the heavens
when a storm is past and gone,
so may we reflect the radiance
of God’s new and glorious dawn.

Dedication of offering
Blessing to be a blessing – Matthew 9:35–10:8 extracts
Music for to accompany our going - “Jerusalem Toccata” Karen Knudson (2007)

In relation to your monetary offering today, you may:
• Make regular automatic payments (which are tax deductible) – contact Helen Thew at
plannedgiving@knoxchurch.net
• Give online to the Church’s bank account at 03 0903 0016425 00
• Place your offering in the receptacles at the back of the church after the service

We continue to appreciate all tithes, gifts and offerings. Our bank account number is
03 0903 0016425 00 and our charity number for tax rebate purposes is #CC52318.
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