KNOX CHURCH, DUNEDIN
Ascension Sunday
10am – Sunday 24 May 2020
This service can be accessed from the Knox Church YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYksSjG0llfO0NeogNlGs7A

or, after the live service concludes, from the Knox Church website https://knoxchurch.net/

Pre service music from around 9.45 am
Welcome and call to worship
Hymn
1 All hail the power of Jesus’ Name!
Let angels prostrate fall;
bring forth the royal diadem,
and crown him, crown him, crown him,
crown him Lord of all.

(tune Miles Lane) from Church Hymnary - Edward Perronet

3 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng,
we at his feet may fall,
join in the everlasting song,
and crown him, crown him, crown him,
crown him Lord of all!

2 Let every tongue and every tribe,
responsive to the call,
to him all majesty ascribe,
and crown him, crown him, crown him,
crown him Lord of all.

Opening prayer, assurance of forgiveness and the announcement of peace
Children – Jordan Redding
Readings – read by Neil Grant
Acts 1:1-11
“In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the day
when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he
had chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing
to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered
them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. "This," he said, "is what you
have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many
days from now." So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when you will
restore the kingdom to Israel?" He replied, "It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father
has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." When he had
said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was

going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They
said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven."
Luke 24:44-53
“Then he said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you--that everything
written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled." Then he opened
their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to
suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And
see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed
with power from on high." Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed
them. While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And they
worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing
God.”

Anthem
Reflection “Waiting”
Prayer - God of all, for the truth who sets us free, for the Christ whose future we can live, for the Spirit
whose power gives life, we ask you to open our hearts and minds. In Christ.
Many years ago I took a course at Mt Eliza Business School on the Mornington Peninsula near Melbourne.
For one part of the course we were divided into groups of 8 and each group was given a task with a limited
time to perform it. The pressure was on. Our task was simple. A rope was tied about one and a half
metres off the ground between two trees. Our task was to get our whole group over the rope without
touching it. People approached the problem in different ways. The young vigorous males in the group
knew exactly what was needed – they would lift everyone over the rope. Others doubted that approach
because of our various shapes and sizes. So people started to talk about less physical options. There was a
mix of attitudes – those who just wanted to get on with things because what was needed was very obvious
– Just do it! Others wanted to consider alternatives. We were allowed to ask questions of clarification, so
we did, and options gradually shrunk. After a while someone asked a simple question – could we lower the
rope? Yes, we could. Well, the task suddenly became very easy. The exercise aimed to challenge our
instinctive approaches and assumptions. There is a saying, to assume makes an ass of you and me.
The gospel story today comes after the story of two people walking to Emmaus and there recognising Jesus
in the breaking of bread. They rushed back to tell the disciples. From what we know of the disciples, they
were a mix of the just do its and the “hang on a minutes”. I imagine Peter was a just do it, and perhaps
Andrew was a hang on. And I imagine there were others who said, just leave me alone with my own
thoughts! To this mix of people Jesus says – “I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay
here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” Then in Acts we hear an echo of
those words – “While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem but to wait there for the
promise of the Father. You will be baptised with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” The disciples
knew this Jesus and they thought they knew what he had promised, the restoration of Israel. Despite all
the attempts of Jesus to turn them from imagining that future, they still held to it. It was obvious. “Jesus,
just do it!” So yet again, Jesus challenged their view - “it isn’t for you to know”, he said. Put aside your
imagined future. And then he promised more, “you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you and you will be my witnesses … “
Jesus was asking them to step back, to wait, to make space, to leave room for the Holy Spirit to come upon
them. Perhaps God is doing the same thing now in our rest from physical gathering. Perhaps God is asking
us to wait, to step back, to be reminded of who we are and what we are for, not assuming our future will
be more of what we used to do. To step back, because sometimes we make the church primary and God
and the purpose of God secondary. Because sometimes the power of the church limits our experience of

the power of the Spirit. Because sometimes involvement in the church is promoted more than receiving
the power of the Spirit.
These promises of Jesus are momentous, life-changing, life-giving. That the terrifyingly beautiful
untameable God, the one who hovered over creation at the beginning, the one who animates our planet,
the one who infuses creatures with life, the one who empowers people to love, the one who connects us in
community, this beautiful and powerful Spirit will come upon us. This Ascension Sunday, Jesus invites us to
wait for that Spirit. To wait. Now this promise may be outside our assumptions of how God works, or
beyond our previous experience or not what we imagine the future to be. That was no less true for the
disciples, yet, they waited and the power came. The power came.
And when the power came, the disciples became church. They worshipped and they witnessed. They
witnessed to the life of Jesus, among people close to home and among people beyond all natural
boundaries, even to the ends of the earth. To witness means to tell our story of how Jesus has
encountered us, stories as diverse as we are, but pointing beyond us, and beyond the church, to the
person of Jesus and his life in the world. This is our purpose. This is a waiting time, for the power of the
Spirit to come anew. When the Spirit comes upon us, lives change, our purpose becomes clearer. And
there is a new normal, as we worship and witness in the power of the Spirit, not the power of our heritage
or reputation or anything in us.
So let us wait. The Spirit will come. Just wait. Prayer – Living God, you promise the power of your Spirit.
And so we wait, for as long as we need to. Open our lives to your Spirit, we pray. In Christ. Amen.

Prayer for others and the Lord’s Prayer – led by Wendy Gunn
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Hymn
The choristers and choir will sing first, and then we will join in singing the same
verses …
(tune Here I am Lord) from Church Hymnary - Daniel Schutte

1 I, the Lord of sea and sky,
I have heard my people cry.
All who dwell in dark and sin
my hand will save.
I, who made the stars of night,
I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them?
Whom shall I send?

2 I, the Lord of wind and flame,
I will tend the poor and lame.
I will set a feast for them.
My hand will save.
Finest bread I will provide
till their hearts be satisfied.
I will give my life to them.
Whom shall I send?

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me.
I will hold your people in my heart.

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me.
I will hold your people in my heart.

Blessing
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