
Communion will be celebrated in the 
morning services on the second Sunday of 
July, August and November, in addition to the 
existing celebrations in September, October 
and December. In preparation for the trials, 
Church Council is discussing the theology 
and practice of Communion. A congregational 
forum is planned for the same purpose.
The Presbyterian Church’s theology and 
practice of Communion is set out in a 
concise form in the Church’s 1995 Directory 
for Worship. It can be accessed at www.
presbyterian.org.nz/for-ministers/worship-
resources/the-directory-for-worship
The Church Council is using studies prepared 
by the Very Rev Dr Graham Redding for 
St John’s in the City in Wellington when 
it moved to monthly Communion. As a 
Reformed Church, our worship is constantly 
evolving based on theological and the related 
liturgical principles. 
After the trial, Church Council will decide 
whether to continue to celebrate Communion 
monthly in the morning. Council will 
offer an opportunity for feedback from the 
congregation, as happened at St John’s. What 
follows are adaptions of and extracts from 
Graham Redding’s study.
The practice of Quarterly Communion is part 
of our Presbyterian heritage, “but in recent 
decades many Presbyterian churches both here 
and overseas have moved to a more frequent 
celebration of the sacrament, mostly on a 
monthly basis. There is no theological rationale 
for monthly communion — it has tended to 

reflect a compromise between quarterly and 
weekly options. 
“There have been three main reasons behind 
the shift in practice:
Historical: Towards the end of the 19th 
century, a liturgical reform movement began 
in the Church of Scotland. Much of the 
reform focused on the theology and practice 
of Holy Communion, and reflected a desire to 
follow more closely the lead given by the main 
theological forebears of Presbyterianism, John 
Knox and John Calvin. 
One of the things these 16th century 
reformers advocated was regular Communion. 
Infrequent Communion, Calvin claimed, 
was a superstitious horror, “a most evident 
contrivance of the devil”, and he considered 
it among the worst of the many abuses of 
worship in medieval Catholicism. 
When Calvin began his ministry in Geneva, 
quarterly communion was the norm. He 
tried to change it, but was not successful. 
In Scotland, Knox advocated monthly 
Communion, but like Calvin settled for 
quarterly, a practice that was further reinforced 
by subsequent generations of Scottish 
Presbyterians who linked Communion with 
a rigorous system of discipline that tested the 
moral worthiness of participants to receive the 
sacrament. This introduced a legalistic and 
moralistic strain into Presbyterianism that 
recent generations of Presbyterians have sought 
to move away from. 
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Minister’s letter
Sharing Communion: 
monthly trial to start

I thought I would share with 
you some of the theological 
thinking around how often 
we hold Communions as 
part of our services. As you 
may recall, Church Council 
decided to trial monthly 
morning Communions in 
addition to the Quarterly 
Communions, starting from 
July 2019. 
That means that in the 
second part of 2019, 

Welcome back from 
Korea, Nic: Page 4-5

• Continues on Page 2



Theological: Seeking to follow 
the lead of the early Church, 
Calvin said that whenever 
the Word is proclaimed, the 
Sacrament should be celebrated. 
The Word should lead people 
to the Table. It is the act that 
most defines the Church of Jesus 
Christ. The Reformed tradition’s 
tendency to focus on the Word 
apart from the Sacrament was 
more a product of the way 
Presbyterianism evolved than the 
intent of Calvin and Knox. 
Interestingly, Calvin and 
Knox sought to enshrine this 
insight in church architecture 
by saying that the central focal 
point of the church should be 
the Communion table — the 
pulpit should be located to one 
side so as not to detract from or 
compete with that central focal 
point. There are strong biblical and 
theological grounds for advocating 
a recovery of the centrality of the 
sacrament in Presbyterian worship. 
Pragmatic: If someone misses a 
Quarterly Communion 
service, they can go 
for six months or more 
without participating 
in the most central act 
of the Church at its 
morning service.
Many Presbyterian 
churches that have 
adopted the practice of 
monthly Communion 
have sought to retain 
the “special” character of Quarterly 
Communion by continuing to 
organise their elders’ visits and home 
communions around it.” 

The Bible doesn’t give us explicit 
directions on the frequency 

of Communion. What we can say 
with confidence, however, is that the 
sacrament formed an integral part of 
Christian worship from the outset. In 
his seminal study on early Christian 

worship, in which he analysed the 
earliest written liturgies, Oscar 
Cullman concluded that the Lord’s 
Supper constituted the basis and goal 
of every Christian worship service.
Graham Redding continues …

“While the practice of Quarterly 
Communion honours the significance 
of the sacrament by making it a special 
event in the church calendar, it does 
not make it the central event from 
which all other aspects of church life 
derive their life and focus. 
Why is this important? I would include 
in my list the following reasons:
The Eucharistic liturgy is the 
high point of Christian worship, 
encapsulating the drama of salvation, 
and making us participants in it. 

Just as for the Jews, the recital of the 
Passover narrative has the effect of 
making the Passover a present reality, 
so, for Christians, the recital of the 
Eucharistic narrative makes the New 
Passover in Christ a present reality. 

“Through the Eucharist, our 
meagre offerings of life and 
worship are joined to the 
self-offering of the One who 
alone is capable of worshipping 
the Father in spirit and in 
truth, and who does so in our 
place and on our behalf. The 
Eucharist ensures that the 
high priestly role of Christ in 
relation to prayer and worship is 
maintained.

“When the Word is preached 
without reference to the Table there 
is a danger that the congregation’s 
attention focuses more and more on 
the personality, gifts and message of 
the preacher rather than the One to 
whom the preacher is bearing witness, 
and worship becomes a more passive 
event in which people gather to hear 
the Word rather than share in the 
sacrament.”

— Filemu ia te oe. 
Peace be with you. Kerry
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If someone misses a Quarterly 
Communion service, they can 
go for six months or more 
without participating in the 
most central act of the Church

Minister’s letter
• Continues from Page 1



Page 3

Council Report
The Way Ahead

Council spent its last meeting 
looking at three strategic items 
which are interlinked in a way. 

Elements of Worship:
We made a decision a few 

months ago to trial monthly 
morning Communions from July 
to December this year. The usual 
pattern of Quarterly Communions 
would continue as would the 
less formal monthly evening 
Communions. 
Our discussion explored the 
theological and liturgical reasoning 
behind our decision-making, in 
particular the central place the 
celebration of Communion has 
in the Church. This involved 
a broader discussion about the 
nature of worship. 
The liturgical principles of our 
tradition are valued, including its 
public nature and accessibility. We were 
conscious of how aspects of worship are 
not immediately understandable and 
need regularly to be explained. There 
was consideration of the changing 
shape of worship nation-wide and of 
how people, including Presbyterians, 
can be supported in moving into a 
more formal approach. This trial is 
an opportunity to learn again the 
principles at the core of worship and 
to reflect on how those principles are 
expressed in the diversity of worship. 
While the trend in Presbyterian 
churches in New Zealand seems to 
be toward more frequency, we want 
to ensure we make any move with 
consideration and much thought. We 
will consult with the congregation 
before proceeding and again at the 
conclusion of the trial. 

The evolving shape of the Knox 
congregation: 

This links with how and when we 
celebrate the Lord’s Supper in that 
coming among us are people new to 
faith, on a journey of faith discovery, 
and who may be used to a different 

approach to the celebrating of the 
Lord’s Supper. 
We explored these questions: 
What is God’s Spirit doing among and 
around us and how do we respond to 
what God is doing? 
How do we enable people, in our 
diversity, to come to faith, grow in that 
faith and express that faith? 
There was affirmation of the 
wonderful gift of being an inter-
generational community albeit 
with two generational bulges — 
the baby-boomer generation and 
people aged under 30. While there 
is a good number of people who are 
between these generations, we need to 
encourage people to reach out to each 
other. We are blessed also with 50 or so 
young adults who wish to be associated 
with Knox and we need to be mindful 
of supporting them. 

Finance: 
Our financial sustainability 

continues to be a key concern. While 
we have relatively stable attendance 
at services, we are conscious that the 
demographics as mentioned above 

mean we cannot rely solely on the 
dedicated giving of some and the 
offerings made at services. 
We are actively exploring ways of being 
even less reliant on personal giving, 
while not compromising our identity 
as a Church or the central call of 
stewardship. However, we do need to 
be realistic about what is involved in 
worshipping in a heritage building on a 
central city site. We are grateful for the 
way in which the Deacons Court has 
maintained a strong stream of income 
outside of personal giving.
Ensuring Knox maintains a sustainable 
presence in the Dunedin community 
and continues to offer a vibrant place to 
worship will be the focus of Council’s 
work in the near future. We intend 
to hold meaningful discussions with 
the congregation, so that we might 
exchange ideas and work together 
towards the shared goal of financial 
sustainability. This is vital if we are to 
do God’s work in the world as we are 
called to do.
As always, we welcome feedback from 
the congregation.

— Alison Tait, Council Clerk



Nicholas Haslam has recently 
returned from three years working 
as an English teacher in South Korea. 
Here, he reflects on his experience of 
going to church in that country.

When I arrived in South Korea at the 
end of February 2016, my priorities 
were: get my bearings, sort out my 
apartment, and prepare for the first 
week at school. 
It wasn’t until a week later that I began 
to think about finding a church to 
attend. Churches are everywhere in 
Korea — there were three surrounding 
my apartment, and another couple 
across the road. But which one to 
choose? 

Initially, the culture shock was real. 
And it was made worse by my 

assumption that I was totally alone in 
my wee city of Namwon. Fortunately, 
I turned out to be wrong. A few weeks 
after my arrival, I met a lovely South 
African family, who lived at the end of 
my street. We quickly became friends, 
and I relied on them a lot initially, 
often heading to their place during the 
week to chat, and to gain some nuggets 
of wisdom relating to anything, from 
teaching to life and faith. 
They told me about the church they 
attended, which had English services 
on alternating Sunday evenings. It was 
a Brethren church, and because I felt 
a bit wary about going somewhere so 
different to what I was used to (Knox), 
it took me a few weeks until I decided 

to join them and head along. 
It turned out there was absolutely 
nothing to worry about. The gathering 
was intimate and welcoming. When 
everyone had arrived (and the kids had 
calmed down), we sat on the floor. We 
chose worship songs out of a book, 
and one of the brothers accompanied 
on guitar. The pastor spoke for about 
an hour, and then we shuffled over 
to tables to eat and chat. It was great. 
Between my South African friends 
and new Korean friends at church, 
I became part of a loving surrogate 
family, which grounded me in the 
challenging early months. 

Theologically, the church was 
very conservative, but I listened 

to and appreciated the wisdom from 
the sermons, and got a lot out of each 
gathering. After a while, however, the 

foreign Christian community dwindled 
in size and it no longer made sense to 
run the services. So, I was faced with a 
new dilemma — to find a new church, 
one perhaps more “comfortable” in 
its theology, or attend the Brethren 
assembly meetings every Sunday 
morning. I eventually decided on the 
latter. 

The meetings were bigger and 
longer than I’d anticipated, and 

though people were very welcoming, I 
felt a bit self-conscious being the only 
foreigner. Every Sunday, church would 
start at 9:30, and for a whole hour, 
men in the congregation would request 
hymns to sing or offer prayers. I really 
liked this format, but I didn’t like the 
fact that only men could pray during 
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Early Morning Prayer: East meets West
Rev Jin Sook Kim explains how Eastern 
thinking shapes a Korean church practice
Look at the picture, left. There are three 
objects, two cylindrical – one made of plastic, 
the other of wood, and one rectangular object 
also made of wood. If we were to group two 
of these objects together, which two would 
they be? What is your reason for grouping 
them in this way?
Studies show that Westerners (North 

Faith-Building in Korea

• Continues on Page 5

• Continues on Page 5, opposite



the service, although I did appreciate 
the cultural difference. 
We’d then share in communion 
together, and those who hadn’t been 
baptised were kindly advised to pass 
the plate along. The service would 
finish shortly before 11, giving us just 
enough time to greet each other and 
stretch our legs before sitting down 
again for the sermon, which lasted 
another 50 minutes or so. 
We then broke up into groups — the 
kids to Sunday School, teenagers to 
Youth Group, elderly folk to their 
meeting, and those in between 
(including me) to a bible study. This 
took us through to about one o’clock, 
when it was (finally) time for lunch. 

If there’s anything you should know 
about Korean hospitality, it’s that 

they eat very well.
I made the effort to go along every 
Sunday, and sometimes attended 
the weekly Wednesday and 
Friday evening gatherings as 
well. However, I do think that 
feeling truly a part of the church 
family happens outside of 
regular services.
In mid-2017, the whole church 
crowded into a couple of buses, 
and we all headed up to a small seaside 
village at the very top of the country, 
for church camp. It’s amazing how 
connected you become when everyone 
is in the same place for three days: 
a church, a beach and sleeping on 

a muddy potato field. My Korean 
language skills had also improved a 
lot by this point, and each Sunday 
following the camp, I would greet 
others in the church — and they me 
— like old friends.

Important though it was to touch 
base with one another, I also learnt 

how important it is to touch base with 
our faith. This is something the church 
did really well. Every Sunday, prayer 
after prayer was about giving thanks to 

Jesus for salvation and the remission of 
sins. Sermons were designed to justify 
the faith, and about how to live godly, 
truthful lives. 
Though we didn’t often talk about 
some of the “deeper” things of faith, 

going to church became about 
affirming the foundations of faith, 
and being well-informed about the 
“important stuff”. 

I guess overall, my faith journey in 
Korea challenged me to live in a 

different way. I reflected on how I, 
as a Christian, could live out my faith 
more honestly. How I could be more 
prayerful, read the bible more, and 
share God’s love with others. I hope my 
story encourages you to reflect on your 
faith journey, too.        

— Nic Haslam
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Early Morning Prayer: East meets West

American, Europeans) tend to group the 
plastic and wooden cylinders together because 
they have the same shape. But Easterners, 
especially East Asians (Korean, Chinese and 
Japanese), group the two wooden objects 
because they are made from the same 
material. 
Why is it that East and West see things so 
differently? And how might these differences 
affect the way East Asian Christians worship? 

Traditionally, Westerners saw the universe 
as stars floating in empty space. The things 
which floated in space were separated (and 
distinct) from one another. But Asians 
believed that this space was full of energy, 
which was called “Ki” (Chinese  (chi), 
Korean Ki, Japanese  Ki) and things existed in 
space surrounded by “Ki”. 
For Asians, things were always connected 
with the surrounding Ki. 

• Continues from Page 4

• Continues on Page 6

It’s amazing how connected you 
become when everyone is in 
the same place for three days: a 
church, a beach and sleeping on 
a muddy potato field.



For example, ancient Chinese 
about 2500 years ago had 
understood that the tides were a 
phenomenon of the relationship 
between the earth and the moon. 
On the other hand, in the West, 
it was believed if two things were 
separated, they couldn’t influence 
one another; tidal phenomenon, 
therefore, was not properly 
understood until the late 18th 
century. These contrasting ways 
of seeing the universe have created 
great differences in understanding 
things.

These different understandings 
of things and their relationship 

to the surrounding world have also 
influenced how Eastern and Western 
languages developed. Western 
languages developed a distinction 
between singular and plural nouns. But 
Eastern languages don’t distinguish 
between singular and plural numbers. 
Westerners may emphasise the 
independence or individuality of 
objects. Therefore, a collection of 
objects is made up of individual 
objects. However, the same assemblage 
is a lump without individuality for East 
Asians, which means it has the status of 
a whole — oneness or unity. 
You can observe these differences by 
comparing two poems: one is Daffodils 
by William Wordsworth, the other 
is Chrysanthemum by Seo, Jung Ju, a 
Korean poet. (Read it aloud!)

Daffodils 
I wandered lonely as a cloud, that 
floats on high o’er vales and hills, 
When all at once I saw a crowd, a 
host, of golden daffodils; 
Beside the lake, beneath the trees, 
fluttering and dancing in the breeze
Continuous as the stars that shine, 
and twinkle on the milky way, 
They stretched in never-ending line, 
along the margin of a bay:
Ten thousand saw I at a glance, 
tossing their heads in sprightly dance
The waves beside them danced; but 

they out-did the sparkling waves in 
glee:
A poet could not but be gay, in such a 
jocund company:
I gazed — and gazed — but little 
thought, what wealth the show to 
me had brought:
For oft, when on my couch I lie, in 
vacant or in pensive mood,
They flash upon that inward eye 
which is the bliss of solitude;
And then my heart with pleasure fills, 
and dances with the daffodils.

Beside a Chrysanthemum 
For one chrysanthemum to bloom, 
the nightingale must have wept like 
that since spring
For one chrysanthemum to bloom, 
the thunder must have rolled 
like that in sombre clouds.
Chrysanthemum! 
You look like my sister
Standing before her mirror, just back 
from far away,
Far away by ways of youth, where 
she was racked 
With longing and lack.
For your yellow petals to bloom, the 
frost must have come down
Like that last night
And I was not able to get sleep. 

In Daffodils, the poet describes what 
he has seen. For him, the beauty of 
daffodils, including their fluttering and 
dancing, are things observed by him 

objectively. In Beside a Chrysanthemum, 
everything is interconnected: in order 
for one chrysanthemum to blossom, 
the nightingale “must have cried”, the 
thunder “must have rolled”, the frost 
“must have come down” and even the 
poet’s sleepless night was necessary. 
These different ways of seeing may 
have affected aspects of Korean 
congregational life. 
Take just one example: early morning 
prayer. It is one of the distinctive 
things that Korean congregations 
(Korea and overseas Christians alike) 
have been practising for a long time. 
When it comes to prayer time, Koreans 
may go to church at 5 or 6 am. It may 
continue for one week or a month 
depending on the church calendar. 
For Koreans and other East Asians, 
early morning is understood as being 
the time when “Ki” is most active 
and energises all life in the universe. 
There may be other factors. Yet these 
relational perspectives that Koreans 
have may have played a part in the 
continuing practice of  “early morning 
prayer” that is unique in the world. 

— Rev Jin Sook Kim (Waikouaiti 
Karitane Presbyterian Parish)

References: [EBS] DOCUPRIME East 
and West on YouTube (Educational 
Broadcasting System, South Korea. 

ebs.co.kr); BBC series, The Human 
Planet: How East and West think in 
profoundly different ways. Written 

by David Robson.
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visitor leaves.”
On the upside, Ben says, every day is 
different. “And the commute time is 
good!”
But it’s the community that Benjamin 
has really appreciated about his work as 
Church Officer.
“My job would be impossible without 
help, particularly after big services and 
events. My mother and father, Helen 
and Russell, are a tower of strength to 

me. After late concerts, they’re always 
on hand to help with the ‘Lux’-ing and 
preparing the church for the morning 
service. Without their help, the church 
could not be prepared in time.
“I’d love to be able to call on a larger 
pool of helpers to prepare the church 
for morning service after these late 
nights, and even before and after larger 
church services. There are always a 
thousand things to tidy up and put 
away. That’s my plan for this year: to 

get a group of helpers who can set up 
aspects of the church before and after 
large services and events.”
Volunteers, please let Benjamin know 
you’re willing so he can approach you 
at the appropriate time.
As to the other irksome aspects 
of his job, Benjamin is his usual 
imperturbable, affable self: “Before 
the Maundy Thursday service, the 
Halls men’s toilets were blocked and 

we called out a 
plumber who found 
a pair of spectacles 
had lodged at the 
back of the S-bend, 
blocking both men’s 
toilets! That was 
unexpected.”
It’s not all broken 

beer bottles and spit, though. 
Benjamin is also a dab hand at running 
the church office in Jacqui’s absence 
and is a walking encyclopaedia of 
where things are kept (and often what 
for) and when things are done (ditto!). 
Naturally, Benjamin is considering 
his future and sees a time when he 
will need to move out of the Church 
Officer’s flat.
“It’s been a mostly positive experience. 
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A Day in the Life of Church Officer Benjamin Thew
In October, Benjamin chalks up eight 
years as Church Officer and he’s the 
first to admit it’s been a mixed bag of 
blessings and challenges.

“It’s a great community and I have 
been privileged to spend time with 
some wonderful people,” Benjamin 
says.
“On the downside, the hours are 
atrocious, it’s impossible to leave your 
work behind you and you get constant 
interruptions to your sleep, particularly 
on party nights and weekends.”

The youngest of five Thew brothers, 
Benjamin moved around quite 

a bit as a child (“Being the son of a 
Presbyterian minister, that comes with 
the territory”) and attended Waitaki 
Boys’ High School in Oamaru. 
After school, he achieved a Diploma 
in Horticulture and, more recently, 
achieved his letters in Public Speaking 
through Speech New Zealand — 
skills which he has put to good use in 
readings and prayers at Knox Church 
services.
Benjamin said he had a thorough 
briefing on the job from previous 
Church Officer Mikhaly when he took 
over the job in October 2011 but was 
still surprised by the scope of the work.
“It’s a demanding job. Living 
on site can be a blessing and a 
curse. And the hours are long 
and elastic!
“On Sundays, I start at 6.30am 
to turn on the heating and to 
‘sanitise’ the place from the 
excesses of Saturday-night 
revellers. I often finish after 9pm, 
cleaning up the Gathering Area after 
supper.”

There are constant deadlines for 
services and cleaning, and there 

are regular extra services such as 
funerals and weddings, which have 
their own special demands. 
“Funerals, particularly those that have 
catering afterwards, seem to encourage 
people to hang around and my 
cleaning work is delayed until the last 

My job would be impossible 
without help, particularly 
after big services and events.

• Continues on Page 8



But I look forward one day to being 
able to sleep in on a Sunday.”

By Scott Blackwell

Benjamin enjoying a cuppa with 
his dad, Russell Thew, at a recent 

Walking Together event around the 
Orokonui inlet.

A Day in the Life of Church Officer Benjamin Thew
• Continues from Page 7

Sunday 26 May                     10am 
                                                  7pm

Easter 6
Communion

Friday 31 May University semester finishes

Sunday 2 June                      10am 
                                                  7pm

Ascension, University of Otago 150th Anniversary service at Knox
Worship

Monday 3 June Queen’s Birthday public holiday (Note: church office will be closed.)

Sunday 9 June                      10am 
                                                  7pm

Pentecost: Quarterly Communion
Quarterly Communion

Monday 10 June Matariki

Sunday 16 June                    10am 
                                                  7pm

Trinity Sunday, Disability Sunday 
Worship

Wednesday 19 June University exams conclude

Thursday 20 June World Refugee Day

Sunday 30 June                   10am 
                                                  7pm

Pentecost 3
Communion

Friday 5 July School Term 2 ends (School holidays until Monday 22 July.)

Monday 8 July University semester 2 starts.

Sunday 28 July                     10am 
                                                  7pm

Pentecost 7
Communion

Sunday 4 August                 10am 
                                                  7pm

Pentecost 8, Peace Sunday (Hiroshima Day is Tuesday 6 August.)
Worship

Sunday 18 August               10am 
                                                  7pm

Pentecost 10, Youth Sunday (or 25 August)
Worship

Saturday 24 August University mid-semester break until Monday 2 September.

Sunday 25 August               10am 
                                                  7pm

Pentecost 11, Youth Sunday (or 18 August)
Communion

Sunday 1 September         10am 
                                                  7pm

Pentecost 12, Father’s Day, Creation Day/Oceans
Worship

Sunday 8 September         10am 
                                                  7pm

Pentecost 12: Quarterly Communion, 2nd Sunday in Creation/Flora
Quarterly Communion

Knox Church diary
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Welcoming others 
to Knox is a part 

of our strategic plan, 
part of our “radical 
hospitality” and “risk-
taking mission”. It’s 
a continual challenge 
to dive deeper in this 
area, and leave our 
comfortable circles and 
take more risks socially!
It is about meeting 
people where they are, 
rather than expecting 
them to meet us on our 
terms. This involves 
allowing ourselves to 
be changed by our interactions with 
others, acknowledging the face of 
Christ which they bring, and letting 
each face enhance our faith.

People are here for a reason, so we 
need to ask:

What are people 
looking for when they 
come to church?
How can we fulfil this 
search? What can we 
do for them?
Another important 
question for us to 
consider is whether 
we wish to be a 
“congregation” or a 
“community”?
This really isn’t 
anything new. It’s a 
fundamental part of our theology, of 
what we understand God calls us to 
do. It’s about God reaching out into 
the world so that all may be welcomed 
in God’s house. It’s about finding a 
common connection with another 
person and building on it.

Tips for Welcoming New People:
Ask open-ended questions. For 

example, don’t assume young people 
are studying.
Be gentle when you are engaging 
with people, take care not to be overly 

intrusive. Some people might find a 
question like “Why are you here?” too 
confronting.

LISTEN: show this with your body 
language, your facial language and 
your eyes. If you are going to ask 

a question, do it because you are 
prepared to properly absorb the 
response. And when you talk, talk to 
people rather than at them.
This is not only about the initial 
interactions but also about the follow-
up; once people have settled in, the role 
of welcoming continues.
For example, checking up on someone 
after they’ve been attending for a while 
and considering the same questions as 
above.

Don’t let the only thing we do at 
morning tea be business, rosters, 

accounts, etc. The main thing we do at 
morning tea is fellowship, making new 
friends.
It’s good to know what’s going on, it 
matters that we keep our noticeboards 
up-to-date and looking lively.
The space can also be welcoming when 
we are not here. Let’s be creative about 
how we might do this!
Thanks to Alva Feldmeier, Nic Haslam, 
Helen Thew and Anne Thomson for 
their facilitation.

Practising Radical Hospitality
In April, Rachel 
Tombs led a 
special workshop 
on welcoming 
newcomers to Knox.
Here she shares some 
of the reflections of 
those who attended.



Mavis Duncanson reflects on how 
much still needs to be done for 
women and girls:

It was an amazing privilege to lead 
a group of 10 women from New 

Zealand Presbyterian and Methodist 
congregations to New York for the 63rd 
Commission on the Status of Women 
(CSW63) in March 2019. 
The priority theme of CSW63 
considered social protection systems, 
access to public services, and 
sustainable infrastructure for gender 
equality and the empowerment of 
women and girls. 
Most of us were new to the CSW 
process, and valued the support and 
wisdom we received from other New 
Zealand delegates and from our 
umbrella organisation, Ecumenical 
Women at the UN. The orientation 
day organised by Ecumenical Women 
on Saturday 9th March introduced 
us to the novel thinking behind the 
priority theme. 
As the Commission progressed, I noted 
that this theme was relevant for women 
and girls across the life-
course. It was clear from 
many presentations that 
there are many groups of 
women who lack effective 
social protection and 
have poor access to public 
services. Sustainable 
infrastructure for gender 
equality needs women at 
the table as policies and 
plans are developed. 
It was encouraging to see 
the New Zealand Minister 
for Women, the Hon. Julie 
Anne Genter — who gave birth just 
eight months ago — speaking about 
how empowering women goes “hand 
in hand” with social justice, peace, 
economic prosperity, and climate 
action. She also referred to our nation’s 
approach to pay equity and to transport 
options that meet the needs of women 
and girls.
Presbyterian Women Aotearoa New 
Zealand hosted a parallel event 

which explored gender equity in the 
Third Age, describing how older 
women experience the intersecting 
discriminations of sexism and ageism. 
We were honoured that Caroline 
Herewini, a delegate with Pacific 
Women’s Watch, joined in this 
presentation. With Ecumenical Women 
we participated in Thursdays in Black 
– the global movement initiated by 

the World Council of Churches to 
resist attitudes and practices that 
permit rape and violence. Ecumenical 
Women hosted a parallel event “Men 
in Black” in which men of faith shared 
their experience in confronting and 
addressing toxic masculinities within 
faith communities. 
The foresight of Presbyterian Women 
over 20 years ago has passed on to 
us this incredible privilege of special 

consultative status with the UN 
Economic and Social Council. It was 
encouraging to see that the role of 
faith-based organisations in addressing 
gender-based discrimination was 
picked up in the agreed conclusions 
of CSW63. For more detail about 
our experiences in New York see the 
websites: bit.ly/2TSgv6h 
https://www.bravegirl.co.nz/united-

nations, or bit.ly/2VSBCp1, or 
www.ecumenicalwomenun.org.

Anne Marie Tangney will be 
leading a delegation to CSW64 
which will be held in New York 
9-20 March 2020. This event 
will mark 25 years since the 4th 
World Conference on Women 
and adoption of the Beijing 
Declaration and Platform for 
Action. UN Women describe 
2020 as a pivotal year for the 
accelerated realisation of gender 
equality and the empowerment of 
all women and girls, everywhere. 

If you are interested in finding out 
about joining the delegation please 
contact us am.tangney@gmail.com and 
mavisj.duncanson@gmail.com 

— Mavis Duncanson 
Presbyterian Women UN Convenor

May 2019

The New York photo, inset left, is by Rich 
Copley, Communications Strategist for 
Compassion, Peace & Justice, Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.)
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Peter Stockwell shares his reflections 
of Jack, who died in March, aged 93.

I first got to know Jack when I 
joined Schola Cantorum (now City 

Choir Dunedin) in 1974, when Peter 
Warwick was conductor. 
Jack was beside me in the bass section 
and didn’t hesitate to make me feel 
welcome. His hospitality extended to 
inviting me to his home in Sunnyvale. 
After I joined Knox choir in 1976 
it was only a short time before Jack 
and Rosemary joined the Knox 
congregation and Jack, of course, 
joined the choir. 
I have learned latterly that they moved 
to Knox because of Jack’s disgust at the 
decision of Green Island Presbyterian 
church (of which Jack was Session 
Clerk) to demolish the building and 
dispense with the electronic organ.

Jack had a close friendship with the 
organist Ron Orr and had taken 

me to the church to try the organ out 
on one of my visits to the Thomson 
residence. 
Jack became a stalwart member of 
Knox choir for well over 30 years, 
though the distance he had to travel 
in from Sunnyvale and subsequently 
East Taieri restricted him to morning 
services, except when there was a 
special musical service at night.

I recall Jack phoning one Saturday 
afternoon to see if I could go out to 
Sunnyvale with a tape recorder because 
Rodney (Jack’s son) playing bass 
guitar was performing with pianist 
John Gibson (son of the well-known 
Colin), and Jack wished to have their 
improvisations recorded.

Later, after Jack and Rosemary 
moved to Riccarton Road, 

he expressed his annoyance that 

he couldn’t get decent 
reception for the Concert 
FM programme, since 
East Taieri was a marginal 
area for the Mount Cargill 
transmitter. Fortunately, I 
was able to help them by 
installing an external FM 
aerial which brought in a 
much more powerful signal.
I don’t recall the name of 
Jack’s singing teacher, but 
Jack had received formal 
training and for some years 
sang bass solos in anthems 
at Knox. The frequency 
of this diminished as his 
confidence waned in more 
recent times. Despite this, 
on many of the occasions I 
was invited out for dinner, 
Jack particularly enjoyed 
being accompanied as he 
sang from his collection of 

music.
Jack held definite views on hymn 
tunes and other music: he was 
inclined to be dismissive of some of 
the more dissonant and melodically or 
rhythmically difficult works: “Where’s 
the tune in THAT?”
We remember Jack for his capable and 
extensive support of Knox Church and 
choir and are thankful for the time 
we’ve had with him.
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Thanks for the Southern Sushi!
A clever fundraiser, selling 
cheese rolls, raised about 
$1000 towards Knox 
Church recently, thanks to 
the hard work of dozens 
of volunteers and the 
generosity of Knox people.



Meet Alva Feldmeier. 
At just 20, Alva has 

accomplished more than most people 
twice her age. Some might say she’s an 
old soul in a young body, for there is 
definitely a wisdom and rectitude in 
her well beyond her years.
German-born and raised, she now 
lives in South Dunedin. Speaks better 
English than most kiwis. Manages her 
family’s General Store in Karitane 10 
to 15 hours a week, while also pursuing 
full-time study at Uni. She’s a trained 
ballet dancer, but also has a 4th Kyū in 
Karate (don’t mess with her – or she’ll 
pirouette and give you a flying chop at 
the same time).

And if that’s not impressive enough, 
she’s an activist working to make 

this world a better place, for people and 
the environment.
After leading her high school’s 
Amnesty International group, and 
now with the campus human rights 
group, Alva has just been appointed as 
a youth rep on the board of Amnesty 
International Aotearoa.

And rightly so. Alva was a key 
organiser of the 

Dunedin vigil for 
the Christchurch 
victims of the Mosque 
massacre; what was first 
envisioned as a simple 
candlelight service in 
the Octagon grew into 
the outpouring of love 
and support by nearly 
20,000 people at the Forsyth Barr 
Stadium. 

It was a deeply moving experience.
“I was weirdly calm for most of it,” says 
Alva who shared the main stage with 
civic and religious leaders, and who 
spoke of her hopes of peace and justice 
to the assembled thousands.
“But then I completely lost it when 
they played the national anthem at the 
end. The amount of people who came 
together in support was so beautiful 
to see. I couldn’t believe it. And here 

I thought it was just going to be this 
little candlelight ceremony…” 
Inextricable from her work to 
promote human rights is Alva’s equal 
commitment to eco-justice, to saving 
this Earth from humanity’s worst 

impulses. She is an active member 
of Oil Free Otago, Otago 350 and 
participates in Extinction Rebellion 
events, trying to cut through public 
apathy about our march towards 
climate disaster.
“The reason I am very concerned 
about climate change is that the 
already marginalised people are being 
affected now. Racism and economic 
inequality are definitely responsible 
for what’s happening. Our system 
needs to change in order to get rid of 

the inequality. 
Otherwise, it 
is the poorest 
people in 
the most 
disadvantaged 
places in the 
world who will 
bear the brunt of 
climate change.”

Her views, she 
says, are deeply 
shaped by her 
Christian values, 
in particular 
that everyone is 
equal. 
“Through my 
activism I think 
my faith is 
most strongly 
expressed. I do 
think that Jesus 

was a socialist. He was there for the 
misfits, the marginalised who didn’t fit 
in. But he created the space for those 
people, he created a community for 
them. It’s an example of what I think 
New Zealand needs right now – a 

social cohesion across all levels 
of society.

“I don’t think that capitalism 
and Christianity go together 
at all. The centre of capitalism 
is greed and personal wealth, 
while Christianity, for me, 
means sharing and not only 
about yourself. It’s about 

looking after others; you are not the 
centre of the world. And Christianity’s 
role is to empower other people, or to 
give a voice to nature or to those who 
can’t speak for themselves.”

Alva speaks this with a no-nonsense 
conviction. Not intolerance or 

arrogance, but with a clarity of purpose 
that belies her years. I want to know 
how she came to this resolve so early 
when many of her peers walk around 
with their heads in their ‘devices’, 
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Alva: Activist, Peacemaker and Climate Justice Advocate

‘   Christianity, for me, means sharing 
and [it’s] not only about yourself. 

It’s about looking after others; you 
are not the centre of the world. And 
Christianity’s role is to empower other 
people  ...



sharing the latest ‘memes’.
I ask her about her background, 
growing up first in Münster, Germany, 
before shifting with her family to NZ 
four years ago. 
(Her mother Nico, father Thomas, and 
siblings Jari (11) and Lias (4) are now in 
Berlin, where they have an apartment, 
for the Northern summer months. Alva 
will be visiting them this month.)
Her mother, she says, grew up a 
Catholic and “has the strongest faith of 
all of us”. 

But denomination isn’t important to 
them; her mother used to sing with 

an ecumenical choir, and in Berlin they 
attend a Baptist church (but not like a 

Southern Baptist church, Alva hastens 
to add). 
Alva says her own faith is “even more 
liberal than my mother’s.” She pauses a 
beat: “I’m not a big fan of labels.”
“I don’t believe in the traditional sense. 
I don’t have a personal relationship 
with God,” she explains. 
“My faith is experienced more through 
community and connections with 
other people. Common values. But I 
don’t question why I go to church – it 
just feels natural to me.”
For Alva, God is an “entity” rather 
than a being in the sky: “It’s important 
for me to know that it’s there, this 
entity. There’s only so much you can do 
on your own, and it’s okay to let it go 
and let things happen sometimes. It’s 

okay to let that entity direct my hopes, 
and for me to be thankful.”
Being thankful and having an 
appreciation of life and all she’s been 
given and receives is clearly important 
to Alva. She’s acutely aware that she’s 
one of the lucky ones — a privileged 
person — in this life. 

Giving back is as natural as 
breathing.

It helps that activism runs in the 
family, particularly the peace 
movement and earlier anti-Vietnam 
war protests. 
“Activism just feels right to me. It helps 
me to act on my values. It’s just the 
price I pay for living on this planet.”

— Jill Rutherford

The Outreach Committee is organising 
a city-wide art exhibition this October.
Its aim is to highlight the emergency 
of our changing climate, kaitiakitanga, 
and our need to protect it. 
While there is a rising tide of concern 
about global warming, much of it 
appeals to panic and alarm. This is 
understandable, but the committee 
feels it needs to be complemented by a 
positive vision for the future. Art can 
help to nurture this. 
The connection between faith and art 
goes back centuries, if not millennia. In 
addition, the biblical focus on Creation, 
the stories in Exodus, the prophetic 
call for justice, and the call for a New 
Creation all offer perspectives urgently 
needed at this time. 

The intention 
of the 
exhibition is 
that art will 
be showcased 
both in and 
around Knox 
Church. We 
are hoping 
to encourage 
an inter-
generational 
representation 

of the state of our world now and ideas 
of where our world could be heading. It 
is a place to lament, have hope and be 
creative.
Information to our opening event are 
tbc (to be confirmed). 
Information regarding prizes are tbc.
Key Dates
Submissions: Due by Monday, 30 
September 2019. 
Opening Event: Sunday, 6 October 
2019. 
Exhibition: Sunday, 6 to Sunday, 13 

October 2019.
Categories
Primary, intermediate and high school 
students, and adults.
Information for artists:
Create a personal artwork that 
expresses your feelings in a world facing 
climate change, perhaps by reusing, 
recycling or up-cycling materials. 
If you would like to have a viewing of 
the site that you could use, please get in 
contact with us by emailing 
admin@knoxchurch.net
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Art for Earth’s sake! Cool art for a cool climate?

Alva: Activist, Peacemaker and Climate Justice Advocate



A special showing of the DVD of 
Sir Karl Jenkins’ The Armed Man 
was the highlight at a recent event 
for Friends of the Knox Church 
Choir.
The brain-child of Helen 
Thew, and Geoff Swift — one 
of six Knox Choir members 
who travelled to Berlin last 
November to sing this piece with 
a 2000-voice world choir — the 
recording was shown in the 
Gathering Area in early April. 
Entry was by a koha for the 
Friends of the Knox Church 
Choir.
Singers from 26 countries joined 
together under the baton of the 
composer in commemoration 
of the end of World War 1. The huge 
choir sang in front of giant screens 
which provided some very moving, 
sad, and at times horrific footage and 
images of war, and the performance 
had a powerful and profound impact 
on those watching the DVD. 
It was an extra thrill to catch glimpses 
of some of our choir members amongst 

the sea of faces!
Particular mention should be made of 
Grace Togneri, one of our younger 
choir members who sang in Berlin, 
who spoke briefly about her experience 
of the event and the life-changing 
effects it had on her.
Thanks go to Geoff, Matthew Gordon 
and Benjamin Thew for their work 
on the technical side of the event, to 

Benjamin, Russell and Helen Thew for 
setting up the venue, and to members 
of the Knox Women’s Group for 
providing supper. A special thank you 
is due to Helen as well for her warm 
and welcoming hosting of the evening. 
Friends of the Choir are grateful to all 
of those involved in this memorable 
evening for the gift of the koha.
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PSO elects new board chair
Search for new CEO 
also underway

Tim Mepham, pictured 
far right, has been 
elected as Board Chair 
at Presbyterian Support 
Otago, following the 
recent resignation by 
outgoing chair David 
Richardson, inset right. 
Tim begins in this role 
immediately, and his 
appointment as chair is 
for a three-year term.
Meanwhile, the search 
is on for a Chief Executive Officer 
after recently-hired Michael Parker 
sadly resigned due to his ongoing 
battle with leukemia. 
Gillian Bremner has returned to 
the organisation as interim CEO 
while the board-led search is under 

way. 
Tim has been a 
member of the 
Presbyterian 
Support Otago 
Board since 2008, 
and has been the 
Deputy Chair for 
the past six years. 
“It has been a 
privilege to serve 
PSO as a Board 
member for the 
last 10 years. 
“PSO has served, 
and will continue 

to serve, the Dunedin and Otago 
community as a faith-based 
organisation, with the aim of 
providing and enabling quality of 
life for young people, families and 
the elderly,” Tim says.



Up to 50 young 
people now affiliate 
with Knox.

Attending Sunday worship 
this year, it’s hard to miss 
the growing number 
of young adults from a 
diverse range of cultures 
and ethnicities. 
Not all are students; we 
also have a number of 
young professionals. While 
some are happy to just 
reflect in worship, many 
are actively involved in the 
life of the congregation.
It’s been a very busy first 
few months of 2019. 
From helping out at the 
congregational barbecue, 
leading youth group, 
welcoming at the door, 
writing prayers, attending the Student Soul camp, to 
tutoring refugees, organising prayer vigils, running welcome 
workshops, facilitating an event during Pride week, staffing 
the Combined Christians Group tent during O-week, 
protesting climate change — the young adults at Knox are 
involved in many aspects of church and community life. 
I’ve probably missed a few things off the list, too. 
One of the regular fixtures has 
been our weekly small group study. 
We worked our way through the 
Lenten studies and shared openly 
about our faith, our struggles, and 
our understanding of the Holy 
Spirit.
I am inspired by the quality of 
young adults we have as part of our 
community. They are articulate, 
passionate, and grounded with a 
heart to follow Jesus, alive to God’s 
Spirit, and working to make real 
God’s realm.
May we be truly blessed by their 
presence with us.

By Jordan Redding
Introducing...
Georgia Hoggarth (right)
What is your occupation? 
Undergraduate (I’m currently doing 
Health Science First Year). 
What do you appreciate about Knox Church?

I appreciate that the church seems very open-minded and 
inclusive, for example, integrating Te Reo into the services. 
I also really appreciated how well the terrorist attack in 
Christchurch was dealt with — the services in the following 
weeks were some of my first and really helped me to deal 
with what had happened, and it’s been really awesome to see 
the love and kinship being extended to people of Muslim 
faith by Knox. 

Where are you originally from?
Wellington
What’s your favourite church potluck dish (e.g. asparagus 
rolls etc)?
I haven’t actually been to a potluck yet, so I’m not sure. 

Name: Fakatokaga Namoto (below, with Janet Sim 
Elder.)
Occupation: 
Undergraduare.
What I love about 
Knox Church: I love 
how friendly the 
people are at Knox. 
OMG they’re
really nice and 
wonderful people. I 
felt really welcomed the first time I went to church.
Originally: From Tuvalu (a small Pacific
island).
Favourite church potluck dish: To be honest I haven’t 
eaten anything but I’d love to try asparagus rolls and 

any dish of any kind is perfect for me.
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In March of this year, Jono 
proposed as the two were picnicking 
at the scenic Central Otago lake spot 
where they first met. 
They will marry here at Knox in 
November. Ever since Lucy first 
walked in the building, she dreamed 

of walking down its aisle. 
However, in February, the two will be 
jumping ship to Sydney so Lucy can 
study for a Master’s degree in urban 
design. They will be sad to leave the 
Knox community as it is the first 
church they joined as a couple.
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Knox 
people
Wedding Bells, (and Sad 
Farewells)
Lucy Collins and Jono 
(Jonny, Jonathan etc…) 
Edwards met in Alexandra 
in mid-2017. 
Christchurch-born Jono 
had lived there for a year 
working for the Otago Daily 
Times when Lucy took 
the small town by storm 
in her first town-planning 
job out of university at the 
local council. Jono became 
infatuated at first glance and 
Lucy felt similarly roughly 
three months later.
Jono moved to Dunedin 
for a job in the main ODT 
office in October of that 
year. After seven months 
of back and forth, Lucy 
followed once she secured 
a job at the Dunedin City 
Council. 


