
eventuality: for example, when ordinary 
clothes were given. They had to be 
bought in any case, I can remember 
saying to myself. 
The coming of Christ mixed promise 
and disappointment. Some expected a decisive, 
powerful, transformative ruler who would 
mightily put things right. Instead there was 
a refugee child, who in teenage years strayed 
from his parents and in adulthood lived a 
troubled and troubling life. It was signalled 
in the stories of 
birth, anticipating 
an upsetting and 
apparently powerless 
figure.
It seems God’s 
intention was to 
get under our skin. 
And in our skin. 
A different kind of 
packaging. It seemed 
that what we most 
needed was to be 
disarmed, wooed, 
subverted. It was less 
a ruling over than a 
transforming of our 
deepest longings. Later when teaching, Jesus 
invited us to see life from the perspective of a 

child. That is how God comes to us. 
How can we turn from lives given 
to competition and oriented towards 
achievement? How can we live vulnerable lives, 
shadowed by death, dependent on the Earth, 
nourished by tender love? How can hardness 

become softness and proclaiming 
become listening?
The birth of Jesus is a gift the 
unpacking of which takes a 
lifetime, and more. Why? Because 
it addresses the deepest part of 
our being, where our behaviour 
is formed and our attitudes are 
shaped. And it touches that deepest 
being with an unsullied love. It 
is that love, entering the hearts of 
people and seeding there a loving 
presence, which offers us our 
greatest chance for full abundant 
living. 
In this special season, I pray for 
each of us a sense of the presence of 

Christ in our lives.
In Christ, Kerry
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Unwrapping the
Gift of Love
Dear friends,
I heard on the radio that retailers are 
making the most of the thrill children 
experience in unwrapping Christmas 
gifts; products now have extra layers of 
packaging that children can then peel 
off exuberantly. (We can just imagine 
the scenes of discarded wrapping paper 
round the Christmas tree, and, in the 
tidy-up, trying to turn it into recycling 
for takeaway bins.) 
O, the joy of expectation and discovery! 
After days of coded promises from my 
parents, I well remember my childhood 
delight in finding on our front 
verandah a battered but freshly painted 
red pedal car. 
Sometimes my expectations exceeded 

Meet the new PCANZ 
Moderator: Page 13-14
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Council Report
Knox recently held its Annual General 
Meeting. Among other things, we 
farewelled four of the current Council 
members — Jill Rutherford, Lillian 
Brown, Anna Tarbotton and Stephen 
Packer — who are retiring after 
completing their terms. 
We are very appreciative of the 
contribution each has made to the work 
of the Council. 
The congregation elected four people 
who commence their term on Council 
from the November meeting. They are 
Leigh Haslam, Barry Brown, Phebe 
Chua and Margot Skinner. With this 
new Council we continue to have a 
diversity in age, culture and length of 
association with Knox. 

Over the past few months Council 
has been looking at how the Knox 
community enables newcomers to 
feel welcomed. We told stories of how 
over recent times people had come 
to be part of the congregation. We 
reflected on how people had come to 
feel that they belonged, responding 
to God’s call on their lives. We talked 
about how we as a congregation could 
help people grow in discipleship. We 
noted how the different aspects of our 
church life needed to work together 
as an integrated whole, enabling a 
wide diversity of people to be part 
of the mission of Jesus. We affirmed 
the Caring Community Committee’s 
proposal for a series of informal 
gatherings in each pastoral area so that 
people have an opportunity to meet 
and mix outside of church. 

We recently held a church retreat 
where a group of young and old met 
at Leith Valley Church on Saturday, 
29 September to write prayers, learn 
new songs and take part in activities in 
preparation for World Communion on 
the first Sunday in October. All reports 
indicate that this was a fun occasion 
where there was a lot of interaction, 
laughter and an opportunity to meet 
over a shared meal. We hope this 
retreat will become a regular event in 
the life of Knox.

While our Deacons Court does an 

incredible job of balancing the books 
and caring for our property, Council 
can also take a lead in exploring new 
avenues for income, communicating 
with our neighbours, the wider 
community and the wider church, and 
considering which facilities we might 
require in the near future. All three 
provide us with challenges. 

Some Council members have offered to 
champion fundraising projects which 
involve the wider Knox community. A 
book fundraiser has been set up where 
people donate books for others to 
purchase for $2. This stall is available 
on Sundays, while during the week it is 
located in the church’s main foyer for 
the public to peruse, as we have many 
more visitors during the cruise ship 
season.

Linda Holloway is taking pre-orders 
for Christmas truffles for sale to the 
congregation, and is asking people 
to sell them to their friends, at their 
workplaces, schools and places of leisure 
activities. They will be available on 
Sunday 2 December, $5 for a bag of 10.

And selling like hotcakes is our new 
church calendar! We are fortunate 

to have been given permission by 
Ian Thomson, a member of our 
congregation, who records the life of 
Knox through a camera lens, to use 
his photos for the calendar. They’ve 
sold ($20 each) so fast that another 
order has been made. Special thanks to 
Louisa Sinclair for making this happen. 
Further activities are planned for early 
in 2019. 

In reviewing how we engage our 
neighbourhood, make the most 
effective use of our space for worship 
and offer hospitality to people, we 
have asked a group of people to look 
at our property and facilities in terms 
of future use. This is not meant to lead 
to a “grand plan” but to offer some 
possibilities for mission, worship and 
hospitality over the next few years. 
This will involve input from the 
congregation and generate discussion. 

We also want to be able to 
communicate to diverse age groups 
and cultures more effectively. For 
example, how can we make the best 
use of social media so that people can 
communicate with each other and 
grow in faith? Some Knox folk with a 
variety of communications skills and 
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backgrounds will be 
exploring this and 
offering ideas. 

Our Worship 
Committee is also 
reflecting on our 
services, and how 
they can be true to 
our faith, engage a 
diversity of people 
and allow us to 
fully participate 
in the mission of 
Jesus Christ. The 
celebration of 
communion is an 
important part of 
this, and the committee is considering 
how we might celebrate communion 
more often and in different ways. 

2018 has seen many celebrations: 
the 100th anniversary of the end of 

World War 1, the 70th anniversary of 
the World Council of Churches and 
the 125th Anniversary of Women’s 
Suffrage. Knox has held services to 
recognise these occasions, some of 
which included involvement of clergy 
and congregations of other churches 

and denominations. Six members 
of our choir have also been to 
Berlin to take part in a massed 
choir concert — The Armed Man 
by Karl Jenkins. This work was 
performed to commemorate 
the end of  World War 1. By all 
accounts, the experience was very 
significant and uplifting. These six 
people (pictured left, plus Kevin 
Tansley of the RSA Choir) were 
the only group who travelled from 
New Zealand for this event. 
In 2018, we have had challenges 
and tried new things. We have 
participated in services which have 
involved a wider community than 
our own. 

May we continue to build on this work 
to enrich our lives, share our faith and 
be a beacon of hope on the corner of 
Pitt and George Streets for many years 
to come.

— Alison Tait, Council Clerk

Council Report

Knox Church Council has four new 
members. Here are their photos and 
profiles of them. Please feel free to 
make yourself known to them: 

Barry Brown
Barry has been a member of Knox 
Church since his wife Lillian brought 
him along about 1977. During the 
past 40 years he has developed a strong 
personal faith aided by the nurturing of 
the Knox community and the teaching 
and guidance he’s received from its 
ministry. 
Barry is keen to continue to grow in 
faith and understanding, and Knox 
Church is an important part of that 
journey.
Barry has had a long involvement with 
the Education Committee and has 
been heavily involved in a large number 
of activities at Knox; from organising 
touch rugby and indoor netball teams, 
to bringing donkeys, lambs and cars 
into the church, and running seminars 
and congregational dinners. He has a 
strong sense of justice and fair play and 
regularly assists people needing support 

in dealing with difficulties.
Barry spent 25 years with the NZ 
Police, 12 years running a retail 
business, as well working at the 
University and Probation Service. He is 
currently a property manager. Barry is 
a sports enthusiast who enjoys a round 
of golf and is a keen and active squash 
player.
Along with his skills and experience, 
Barry hopes to bring to Council 
an appreciation for prayerful and 
considered discernment in Council 
decision-making. 

Phebe Chua
Phebe is a member 
of the Young Adults 
Group and also one 
of the leaders of Ahi 
Ka, the Knox youth 
group. She comes 
from Malaysia and 
like a number of other 
recent members of 
our congregation is 
studying dentistry. She 

is in her fourth year. Phebe was a youth 
group leader in her home Presbyterian 
Church and served on the church 
council there.
She is a lively and thoughtful person 
who seeks to follow Jesus Christ 
and live out her faith. Phebe has 
contributed in various ways to the life 
of the Knox congregation; older people 
have spoken of their delight in the way 
in which she interacts with them. 
Council hopes that Phebe will help 

• Continues on Page 5

Welcome new Council members
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Property Convenor Lindsay Miller 
is making a plea for more helping 
hands to maintain our beautiful 
church and grounds.

“I have been thinking about how 
we should deal with the workload of 
property issues at Knox Church and 
have discussed this with Deacons 
Court and its Property Survey 
Crew, set up in June 2016 with nine 
members,” Lindsay said. 
“I believe we should set ourselves 
a realistic timeframe to complete a 
wide range of work while we are still 
young enough to do so.
“Beginning on 1 February 2019, I 
have an 18-month plan of action, 
with a list that should last until 31 
July 2020, including some extra 
work we find on the way.
“The Property Survey Crew has 
done an assessment of different areas 
both inside and outside the church 
and halls. We will be re-evaluating 
these closely and projecting the workload 
ahead. This will require steady, continual 
work.

“Some areas we 
are looking at will 
be contracted out, 
e.g. improving the 
acoustics in the 
Gathering Area; resurfacing the floor in 
both the Stuart and Herron Halls; and 
repairs to the Iona Cross which faces the 
Pitt St corner.
“To make this possible we will be proactive 
in applying where appropriate to local 
Trusts, the Presbyterian Synod of Otago 
and Southland and to the 
DCC for heritage funding.

“Much of the work to be done 
is the sort that do-it-yourselfers 
are familiar with – painting, 
carpentry, concreting, 
gardening, odd jobs etc. A 
number of people have helped 
with the property over the 
years, but we would welcome a 
wider cross-section of the Knox 
community to join us to make everything 

happen. 
“If this appeals to 
you, please let the 
Deacons Court 
know. Your skills 
and interests 
could be valuable 
for our church, 
but valuable to you too in getting to 
know each other better while working on 
common projects, as proved so worthwhile 
during painting of the halls exterior and 
the interior work inside the halls. 
“Conversely, it could be that a donation 
towards some materials or to boost the 
church property maintenance fund would 
be your way of supporting this work.

“To the Deacons Court, our 
church is not just about property 
— buildings and money — it’s 
also about people. In particular 
we do appreciate the thoughts and 
ideas that people share with us.
“We will keep in touch through 
the newsletters and church notices 
about what we have achieved and 
what is planned next.”

— Property Convenor Lindsay 
Miller, lb.miller@xtra.co.nz,

phone (03) 487 8525 

Upkeep — just try to keep up!

You may have noticed the 
recently removed scaffolding 
around the western side of the 
church. This was used to repair 
three significant leaks in the 
church roof and to remove, 
refurbish and securely re-attach 
several wrought iron finials. A 
damaged downpipe near Pitt 
St has been repaired and an 
unsightly rusty vent pipe has 
been removed.
Work on lowering the flooring 
at the rear of the church by 
the exit to the Gathering Area 
has been almost completed. 
Work on the area near the main 
entrance is planned for before 
Christmas. 
Rimu recycled from a 
demolished church will be used 
to provide safe handrails for 
both areas.

— Chris Bloore

The finial
countdown
is over



Page 5

Knox reflect on how we can 
encourage diverse cultures to be 
part of our congregational life, and 
nominated her in the expectation 
that she will also bring a positive, 
youthful perspective to council 
discussions.

Margot Skinner
Margot has been a member of the 
congregation for many years and 
was ordained an elder at Knox 
in 1993. She is a person of faith 
and has taken up roles at Knox, often 
unobtrusively, as her vocational life has 
allowed. 
Professionally, Margot is a Senior 
Lecturer and is currently the Deputy 
Dean of the School of Physiotherapy 
in the University of Otago. She is 
the current Vice-President of the 
World Confederation for Physical 
Therapy (WCPT). She is an Honorary 
Fellow and Honorary Life member of 
Physiotherapy New Zealand (PNZ) 
and a Fellow of the New Zealand 
College of Physiotherapy Inc (NZCP). 

Margot is an outstanding and widely 
respected leader in her profession. 
She has extensive governance 
experience and has chaired many 
committees and bodies, including 
the Board of Governors and Board of 
Trustees at Columba College. Until 
last year she chaired the Carrington 
College Council and is currently chair 
of the Stuart Halls Residence Council.
Margot brings to Council the skills, 
experience and approach needed as 
Knox seeks to deepen its connections 
with a wide range of students and its 
relationship with the university. 

Leigh Haslam
Leigh’s family has been part of 
Knox from the time of her great-
grandfather who was an elder. 
Her grandfather was also an elder 
and involved in helping Knox 
tangibly honour women who had 
contributed much to church and 
community. Leigh grew up in 
the UK, moved to Dunedin and 
became part of Knox in the early 
1990s. She is a nurse who works 
with stroke patients — a calling to 

which she brings a high level of skill 
and deep compassion. Leigh and her 
husband Tony have three adult sons, 
one of whom is Nic, a former Knox 
youth group leader and convener of 
SCM Otago. Through these activities, 
Leigh has gained insight into what 
encourages young people in the church. 
She is a keen tramper and gardener. 
She is a person of faith, pastoral 
sensitivity and thoughtfulness who is 
willing to contribute to the ongoing 
development of Knox. 

• Continues from Page 3
Welcome new Council members

Auld Scottish Prayers
At the recent St Andrew’s Day 
service and Kirkin of the Tartan, 
Peter Matheson led us in beautiful 
prayers drawn from old Scottish and 
Highland traditions. They are worth 
repeating here:

Thanks to You, O God, that I have risen 
today
To the rising of life itself
And as the mist scatters on the crest of the 
hills,
May each ill haze clear from my soul, O 
God.
An ancient Highland prayer, its 
rhythms like that of the sea:
I am bending my knee
In the eye of the Father who created me
In the eye of the Son who purchased me
In the eye of the Spirit who cleansed me,
In friendship and affection.
Through your own anointed One, O God
Bestow upon us fullness in our need,

Love towards God, 
The affection of God, 
The smile of God, 
The wisdom of God,
The grace of God,
The fear of God, 
And the will of God
To do on the world of the Three
As angels and saints
Do in heaven
Each shade and light,
Each day and night,

Each time in kindness,
Give us your Spirit. 
There is no bird on the wing
There is no star in the sky,
There is nothing beneath the sun
But proclaims his goodness.
Jesu, Jesu, Jesu!
Right it were to praise Him.

And a call for Justice:
I will go in the name of God,
In likeness of deer, in likeness of horse,
In likeness of serpent, in likeness of king,
Stronger am I than all persons.
The hand of God keeping me,
The love of Christ in my veins,
The strong Spirit bathing me,
The Three shielding and aiding me,
The Three shielding and aiding me;
The hand of Spirit bathing me,
The Three each step aiding me. 
Ever and evermore, Amen.
Chief of chiefs, Amen. 
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Frozen or Fluid?
Rev Dr Steve Taylor, principal at 
the Knox Centre for Ministry and 
Leadership, was the guest speaker at 
the October AGM of Knox Church. He 
challenged the Knox community to 
consider what kind of “people of the 
burning bush” we wished to be. This 
is an extract from that talk.

I want to focus … at this AGM on 
what might it mean to gather in light 

of being nga uri o Te Tahu Ngahere 
(people of the Burning Bush).
I want to get there by a slight detour, 
by reading you a poem by Māori poet, 
Robert Sullivan [see at right]. …I like it 
because it hints at being theological, … 
in the use of the word resurrection four 
times:
•	 If waka could be resurrected (verse 1)
•	 From a frozen state the resurrection 

wouldn’t just come (verse 2)
•	 The resurrection would happen (verse 

4)
•	 The resurrection will come out of 

their blood (last lines of verse 6)
When anyone uses the words 
resurrection, as a theologian and 
Christian minister, I’m interested.
I also like the poem because of 
the power of five-fold repetition of 
“touched the veins.” So rich as a way 
to understand identity, a contemporary 
narration of whakapapa. I also like 
the poem because of the way it works 
with the past. To use a distinctly 
Presbyterian word, the way that 
the poem works with reformed and 
reforming:
•	 past as a museum (verse 1)
•	 past as mountains in a frozen state 

(verse 2)
•	 past as holding onto the Maui story 

(verse 3)
•	 past as through blood relations, the 

five-fold repetition of “touched the 
veins”

I want to place this poem alongside our 
task at an AGM. 
To put it bluntly, is an AGM about a 
museum, doors that need smashing, as 
in verse 1?
Is an AGM about keeping worship “in 
a frozen state” as in verse 2?

Is an AGM about how our church 
finances require “bailers and anchors” 
as in verse 3?
Perhaps I’m being too blunt. 
But these are the metaphors 
of this poem. …
As Presbyterian, our key 
brand, our key symbol, is 
the burning bush: nga uri 
o Te Tahu Ngahere. We 
are people of the burning 
bush, as a church, as a 
denomination. We come 
from a long line of ancestors 
who’ve found in the burning 
bush an essential way of 
understanding ourselves.
… To pick up the poem, is our past — 
our use of the burning bush — about 
being a museum, a mountain in a 
frozen state, a legend needing “bailers” 
and buckets? Or is there a different way 
of understanding identity that is going 
on?
[Steve showed several images of the 
burning bush found around Dunedin, and 
then read an excerpt from Exodus 3]. 
In Exodus 3, we find three themes: 
love, listening and standing on holy 
ground.

Emerges from love

On a working day beside a mountain 
called Horeb, a shepherd walked the 
desert. There is nothing out of the 

ordinary about his role, 
he is tending sheep from 
the family farm. 
In the midst of the 
ordinary, Moses hears 
the extraordinary - the 
voice is the “never-
interrupted voice of love 
speaking from eternity.” 
In 3:7, “I’ve taken a 
good, long look ... I’ve 
heard their cries … I 
know all about their 

pain.” 
This is God for Moses. This is the 
beginning of theology — who is God 
— for Moses, a God who takes a good, 
long look, who hears cries, who knows 
pain, who is intent on deliverance.
 

This is the God of the burning 
bush. This is the God that we as 

Presbyterians gather around this AGM.
Our identity, our reason for being as 
a church, begins as we ask each other: 
where in Dunedin is God taking a 
good, long look? Where in our city 
is God hearing pain? What is the 
deliverance that God intends?

If waka could be resurrected
they wouldn’t just come out
of museum doors smashing
glass cases revolving and sliding
doors on their exit

they wouldn’t come out
of mountains as if liquidified
from a frozen state
the resurrection wouldn’t just 
come about this way

the South Island turned to wood 
waiting for the giant crew
of Maui and his brothers
bailers and anchors turned back
to what they were when they were 
strewn
about the country by Kupe
and his relations

the resurrection would happen 
in the blood of the men and women
the boys and girls

who are blood relations
of the crews whose veins 
touch the veins of those who 
touched the veins
of those who touched the veins
who touched the veins

who touched the veins
of the men and women from the 
time
of Kupe and before.
The resurrection will come
out of their blood.

ROBERT SULLIVAN from Star Waka 
(Auckland University Press, 1999)

Waka 99
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• Continues on Page 8

These are the starting questions for nga 
uri o Te Tahu Ngahere people of the 
burning bush.

Mission as openness
On a working day, besides a mountain, 
a shepherd named Moses responded to 
the voice of uninterrupted love. In 3:4 
“Here I am.” In the message: “Yes? I’m 
right here.” 
They are the same words as are said 
by Abraham, by Jacob, by Samuel, 
by Isaiah and by Mary. A long line of 
ancestors, saying “Here I am, send me, 
let it be with me according to your 
word.”
And so we move from who is God; to 
who is church. We move from God 
who listens to a people who join with 
Moses, responding to the voice of love.

Scottish Presbyterian theologian, 
Alan Lewis describes the Reformed 

church, the people of the burning 
bush, as Ecclesia ex Auditu, formed by 
hearing.** 
We do not join the church. Rather, 
as listeners, we hear God’s grace in 
Covenant action. Listeners hearing 
love. From God. And in each other.
What does it mean for us to say “Here 
I am” to this God today? As Knox? At 
this AGM? 
Not “Here was I”. Not 
even, to pick up on the 
Robert Sullivan’s poem, 
“Here is the museum”, 
“Here is the frozen state 
mountain”, but “Here am 
I”, present tense — today 
— for this year coming. 

Holy ground
On a working day, the 
ground becomes holy. In 
3:5 we read, “Do not come 
any closer. Take off your 
shoes for the place where 
you are standing is holy 
ground.”
I grew up thinking the holy place was 
the church. Te whare e te nui e waewae 
tapu. I also grew up thinking the way 
my church did worship was holy, the 

best way, the only way.
Yet for Moses, the holy place is the 
working place, the place where he 
listens. 
Exodus 3 has changed how I see 
holiness. 

It means that every working place, 
every social encounter, every 
community, every young person, every 
rangitahi, is potentially a person and 
a place in which I might hear a cry of 

pain. And be able to say, “Here I am”. 
So, holiness is not in a church building. 
Holiness is in the places of encounter 
with human pain and societal injustice. 
So, an AGM exists not to keep a 
building holy but to help us hear from 
a God who listens; to reaffirm our 
commitment to “Here I am, send me”; 
and to align our programmes and 
activities to nurture holy ground in the 
places where we walk in our workplaces 
and communities. 
…

It means that we recognise in each 
other shared experiences of who is 

God as a listener. Shared commitment 
to say, “Here I am”. Deeply reformed 
understanding of every workplace, 
every vocation as a holy one in which 
we experience God… 
A few months ago, I was doing some 
work with the Church of Scotland. As 
part of introducing myself…, I took 
some photos with me of the burning 
bush in Aotearoa New Zealand. 

Frozen or Fluid?
The stained-

glass 
burning 

bush from 
St John’s 

Presbyterian, 
Papatoetoe.
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I began with the covenant partnership 
the PCANZ has with Te Aka Puaho, 
the Māori Synod.
In English, Te Aka Puaho means the 
burning vine. The Māori church has 
interpreted the burning bush as a 
burning vine, right, drawn not only 
from Exodus 3 but also from John 15: 
“I am the true vine, and my Father is 
the gardener.” So, this burning bush 
is understood in fresh ways by tangata 
whenua.

The burning bush takes different 
shape as it crosses cultures; it 

finds indigenous expression, and gets 
connected with the New Testament.
Second, I showed them [the stained-
glass burning bush] from St John’s 
Presbyterian, Papatoetoe (pictured on 
Page 7).
This symbol honours another culture 
group. It honours Pacific migration 
to New Zealand from the 1970s 
onward. In response to Pacific peoples 
on the move, from the islands to 
New Zealand, St John’s Presbyterian 
changed the church (another sign of 
faith on the move — changing your 
church architecture) by building a new 
stained-glass window.
[It features] flowers of the frangipani 
blossoming from it, representing later 
settlers from the Pacific Islands, and 

is in the blues 
and whites 
of the oceans 
which surround 
New Zealand. 
Flames are the 
white caps on 
the waves, above 
which fly doves 
and seabirds.

It says something powerful, something 
transformative, about what it means 
to be Presbyterian: how this symbol 
of identity and unity takes a different 
form as it moves between cultures.
And it looks back to that poem by 
Robert Sullivan. What is resurrection? 

How do we understand our past? 
As museum? As frozen mountain? 

As story or legend?
Or as something alive in our blood, a 
living, dynamic, transforming, culture-
crossing, indigenous-ing expression of 
faith?
I asked Kerry about your cultural and 
ethnic make-up as a congregation, and, 
in particular, what cultural groups have 
been among you in the last 12 months. 
He listed 18: 
•	 Samoan 
•	 Pākehā New Zealand  
•	 Māori 
•	 Papuan (West Papua) 
•	 Philippino 

•	 Fijian 
•	 German 
•	 Northern Irish 
•	 Malaysian (Chinese Malaysian) 
•	 Hong Kong 
•	 Mainland Chinese 
•	 Korean 
•	 Niuean 
•	 Canadian 
•	 American 
•	 English 
•	 Scottish
•	 Australian 
So, I invite you to wonder what it 
would be like for these cultures and 
generations to express their identity 
among you as nga uri o Te Tahu 
Ngahere, people of the burning bush.
It’s easy for the visual symbols, the 
music, and the values of the dominant 
culture to remain fixed. Which makes 
what St John’s Papatoetoe did so 
interesting: They changed their central 
symbol.
I’m not suggesting you change 
your windows. That’s far too big a 
recommendation for an AGM. But 
I do wonder what smaller visual 
symbols you could change? What basic 
greetings each of you could learn? 

** Alan Lewis, “Ecclesia ex Auditu — A 
Reformed View of the Church as the 

Community of the Word of God, Scottish 
Journal of Theology 35 (1) 1982, 13-31.

Frozen or Fluid?
• Continues from Page 7

City Choir Dunedin, Christchurch City Choir, Dunedin Symphony Orchestra
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Vale Andrew Meek
Three writers mourn the death of 
Andrew Parlane Meek on Saturday, 
November 3 at Otago Community 
Hospice, aged 76:

Andrew Meek played an 
unobtrusive but significant 

role in many projects around Knox 
buildings. Using his inventive skills, 
he designed devices to move the choir 
stalls without straining the backs 
of the movers. He helped lower the 
floor at the back of the church at the 
exit leading to the Gathering Area. 
He helped install choir bookcases. 
He built and installed the pipe 
guard rails protecting the Matheson 
Room windows. His skill, tenacity 
and diminutive stature enabled him 
to crawl beneath the church to install 
microphone and computer cables. He 
was always available at short notice 
to help out with technical issues as 
they arose. His attention to detail and 
the quality of his workmanship were 
astounding.  
He fabricated brackets to secure the 
screens at the front pews to the 
floor to such a high standard that I 
was sure he had bought 
them.
Andrew was excellent 
company during all 
the work carried out 
by the property work 
group. He always 
thought things through 
before starting, and 
almost always found 
better ways to carry out 
every task.
Theological discussions 
accompanied hands-
on work. Andrew was 
never  satisfied with 
half-baked ideas or poor quality work; 
his high standard of personal integrity 
raised the standards of all who had the 
pleasure of working with him.

— Chris Bloore

It is with great sadness that the Knox 
Church Choir and the Friends of 

Knox Church Choir Committee 

farewell Andrew Meek, a 
long-time supporter and 
committee member.
Andrew had a great love of 
fine church music (he was 
a church organist for some 
years) and appreciated the 
significant part our choir 
plays in the life of Knox 
and its style of worship.
About 15 years ago, the 
Rev Dr Susan Jones 
realised the merit in having 
a support group for the 
choir. Andrew became 
the first convenor of the 
Friends of Knox Church 
Choir Committee and 
worked with the Rev Dr 
Jones in the setting up of 
the group. 
He was a very valued 
member of the current committee 
where his knowledge, wisdom, 
common sense and good humour were 
much appreciated.
At a concert in April of this year he was 
honoured with a Friends of the Choir 
Life Membership Award “for faithful 

service and commitment”.
It is very fitting that the choir sang at 
his memorial service at Knox on the 
24th of November.

 — Lee Somerville

Andrew was a good, kind and 
considerate friend to Knox and 

to many Knox members. He was a 

practical and imaginative engineer 
and he firmly believed that the best 
expression of God in our lives was in 
the things we do for each other.
Looking around Knox Church today, 
there are many examples of Andrew’s 
love for this community in brilliantly 
simple designs and practical solutions 

to the building’s 
problems.
He rarely started a 
project until he was 
convinced he had 
found a solution to 
the major stumbling 
blocks. It was always 
a delight to be with 
Andrew and to watch 
his clever planning 
pay dividends. It 
was wonderful that 
he remained so fit 
until almost the end 
because he had such a 

lively, vital and fun energy.
Andrew and I helped set up the church 
for visiting concerts and events after 
the retirement of David Hill and, as 
in all his other work for Knox, he was 
a tireless and thoughtful worker. Love 
and sympathy to Rosemary and family 
in this unexpected, sudden loss.

— Scott Blackwell 



Rachel Tombs spent part of this year 
as an intern at Presbyterian Archives 
while she completed a History paper 
at the University of Otago. The 
following is an edited version of her 
project report:

There are more women than men 
in the PCANZ as members, 

as volunteers, and in attendance on 
Sundays. 
However, in formal positions of 
leadership men have consistently 
remained the majority. One of the most 
striking examples of this is in the most 
senior governance role, the Moderator 
of the General Assembly. From 105 
moderators since 1901, only four have 
been women.
If PCANZ seeks to be a church led by 
its people, nominating and supporting 
women for formal leadership positions 
should be a matter of priority.
The leader is often said to have come 
“from the people” and to have received 
“the call from God”. It is a system 
which has long been defended as 
allowing the most suitable person for 
this most senior role to be elected. 
Although both women and men are 
eligible and the system in theory 
operates irrespective of gender, there is 
a clear pattern of under-representation 
of women. One way we can hear more 
of women’s voice in the church is 
through its history – to recognise the 
contributions women have made in 
the past in this role [of moderator] and 
seek out and support women who have 
the skills and a call to this role in the 
future.

Joan Anderson (1979, above) was 
the first woman to hold the role and 
only the fourth lay person. Joan’s time 
in the Student Christian Movement 
was an important part of her faith 
development. In SCM there was a 
feeling that members learned and 
grew together as people. This was a 
contrast to the church where separate 
organisations for women existed, and 
governance of the church was not part 
of that. 
Joan saw the church change when 
women were permitted to be ordained 
and therefore eligible for General 
Assembly. 

Women finally had a voice in the 
governance court of the church 

and once they started to attend the 
difference could be seen “immediately”. 
Joan’s term as Moderator was not 
limited by her gender. She helped to 
“break the patterns of the past”.

Margaret Reid Martin (1987, below) 
was the first woman to be ordained to 
the Ministry of Word and Sacrament 
in the Presbyterian Church, in 1965. 
She studied at Knox Theological Hall 
to become a deaconess; men studying 
the same course were going forward to 
become ministers. 
Her call to ordination was sudden and 
unexpected. 
The ordination of 
women positioned 
the PCANZ as a 
leading example 
to many religious 
and secular 
organisations 
which still 
restricted women’s 
leadership roles. 
As the first to be ordained, Margaret 
had her picture on the front page in “a 
blaze of publicity”. 
As Moderator in 1987 her chosen 
theme was “Choose life in all its 
fullness” and, in 1995, she reflected 
that a major task for the church would 
be to ensure women’s perspective 
“influenced both the style and the 
direction of decision making”.

Marg Schrader (1995, left with Millie 
Te Kaawa of the Maori synod) was a 
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When Women Held Sway

Calendar fundraiser
An A4 landscape double full colour 
2019 calendar has been produced 
containing many images of Knox 
Church and the Knox congregation. 
The first 50 Knox Church 
Fundraising Calendars sold out last 
Sunday so another order for a further 
50 has been placed this week. 
We are continuing to collect names of 
people who would like a calendar.  

Please let Louisa Sinclair know if you 
need to post your calendars outside 
New Zealand so we can ensure you 
receive your copy early.  
The cost of each calendar is $20 (cash 
sales only) after Sunday morning and 
evening services in the Gathering 
Area or contact Louisa Sinclair to 
be added to the list. Email louisa_
sinclair_07@yahoo.co.uk
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When Women Held Sway
teacher, a Methodist deaconess and 
school chaplain in Australia, and a 
gifted counsellor. She felt the call to 
ordination after her marriage; she 
and her husband Warren Schrader 
worked as partners in ministry in the 
Wadestown parish in Wellington. 
Speaking at Assembly in 1993, Marg 
spoke about the significance of the 
language used for God. She drew from 
her experience counselling survivors 
of sexual abuse and her training for 
spiritual direction. She made a lasting 
impression on those present. 
Marg’s style as Moderator in 1995 
reflected her vocation. She asked 
“How can we all open ourselves to 
God and listen at depth to those with 
different opinions, to learn from them, 
to sometimes be changed by them so 
together we can discern more clearly 
God’s way and be one body?”
In April this year she wrote: “Time 
for another woman moderator?” For 
Marg this is not a question of whether 
there are women with the skill and call 
within the church, there are many. “We 
don’t seem to look at the women, we 
tend to bypass them and see only the 
men.”

Pamela Tankersley (2006, below) 
worked for 15 years as a high school 
science teacher. Following her call to 
ordained ministry she and her husband 
Roy and their three children moved 
to Dunedin for three years at Knox. 
Despite her own family’s support, 
Pamela still found the institution to 
be an adjustment: “I could not believe 
how male … the system was.”
In 1984-86, there were eight women in 
a class of 15. These “stroppy women” 
were determined to open doors with 
feminist theology: “We 
were on fire”. 
General Assembly 
2006 for Pamela was 
coloured by divisive 
debates on sexuality, 
as it had been for 
Marg Schrader and 
Margaret Reid Martin. 
“It was about being 

compassionate but at the same time not 
leaving room for any of that horrible 
stuff to emerge.” 
Her theme was being Christ-centred 
and community-facing. Later, working 
with Millie Te Kaawa to progress the 
relationship between PCANZ and 
Te Aka Puaho, she felt there was a 
solidarity between them: “Women, 
having been excluded, understand 
inclusion of other people”.

The leadership women have 
provided in this role [of 

moderator] has made a lasting 
impression on the church and has been 
widely appreciated in the last 40 years. 
However, there is still the challenge 
of understanding why the gender of 
the leader should matter. It is not to 
say women necessarily lead better 
than men, although there is sufficient 

testimony that they do lead 
differently. 
Unfortunately, the role of 
moderator is one example 
which demonstrates that 
gender does already matter 
in [terms of] who is chosen 
to represent and lead the 
church. If it did not matter, 
the representation of 

women would more closely reflect their 
numbers in the church. To become a 
church where it does not matter will 
require women in leadership positions 
of all kinds, including the roles which 
carry the most mana.

In an interview in 1995 on women’s 
place in the church Joan Anderson 

said “there’s a lot of hard work still to 
be done”. In 2018, 12 years since the 
last woman moderator, this is still true.
It is time to listen to women, and 
others who are on the fringes of these 
positions and processes for one reason 
or multiple. It is time to recognise 
that many of these leaders are already 
in PCANZ. They may not always be 
the people who are being noted, or 
nominated or celebrated, but that is 
not to say they do not exist. It is time 
to seek out and make space for these 
leaders and to put forward their names.
To honour the ministry of Joan 
Anderson, Margaret Reid Martin, 
Marg Schrader, Pamela Tankersley and 
countless other women of PCANZ, 
it is time to end the days of “we don’t 
look at the women”.
The full text of Rachel’s paper can be found at
https://presbyterianresearch.atavist.
com/we-dont-look-at-the-women

The four women who have been moderator of the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa 
New Zealand: (left to right) Mrs Joan Anderson (1979); Very Rev Marg Schrader 

(1995); Very Rev Pamela Tankersley (2006); Very Rev Margaret Reid Martin (1987).
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Go Well and God Bless
Two of our most faithful students 
have finished their studies and are 
off on new adventures. Helen Thew 
chatted to Peni and Diandra before 
they headed home.

Penivao Moealofa  (a.k.a. “Peni” or 
“Junior” at university).
Now aged 21, Penivao came from 
Funafuti, Tuvalu, to study for a 
Bachelor of Commerce in finance and 
economics. He has now completed 
three years of study.
Penivao has been attending worship at 
Knox every Sunday, and has enjoyed 
being part of the Young Adults Group. 
Sunday morning services have given 
him great pleasure: “I learn new things 
from the sermon, I love to sing the 
hymns with the sound of the piano 
and the lovely voice of the people. 
This makes me strong spiritually … 
especially living far away from my 
family.” 
He has found people very welcoming 
and friendly and especially appreciated 
meeting older people: meeting them 
has taught him “new stuff”. 
Penivao says he is thankful to God for 
showing him Knox Church, which 
has sheltered his faith and refuelled his 
spirit.
At the time of writing he has no firm 

plans for his future, focussing “100 per 
cent” on finishing his degree!

Diandra Punivalu
Diandra is a New Zealand-born 
Samoan, born while her father was 
working for the Congregational 
Church of Samoa in Rotorua. 
She returned with her parents to 
Samoa where she received her primary 
education, then back to Rotorua where 
she attended Rotorua Girls’ High 
School.
Diandra chose the University of Otago 
because she liked the look of Dunedin 
and began coming to Knox at the 
suggestion of her mother. After a year 
of residential life at Studholme College, 
she found flatting was a challenge, 
albeit a good experience.

Diandra has been studying Commerce, 
majoring in Accounting. She spent a 
year doing work experience at PGG 
Wrightson in Dunedin and has now 
completed her degree.
Diandra has appreciated her time 
worshipping at Knox. She says the 
order and style of services are similar 
to that of her own church. She has 
enjoyed being part of the Young Adults 
Group under the leadership of Jordan 
and Rachel. 
Diandra is returning to Rotorua to stay 
with her parents. Her father’s ministry 
in the Samoan church means he 
divides his time between New Zealand 
and Samoa.
Diandra plans to look for an 
accounting job which will lead to her 
professional registration.

Sunday 25 November           10am            
                                                     7pm

Sunday of Reign of Christ
Worship

Sunday 2 December             10am            
                                                     7pm

Advent
Advent Processional

Sunday 9 December             10am            
                                                     7pm

Advent 2: Quarterly Communion
Worship: Quarterly Communion

Sunday 16 December           10am            
                                                     7pm

Advent 3: Sunday School and Youth Group
Worship:  Nine lessons and carols

Sunday 23 December           10am Advent 4: Family carols (Note: No evening service)

Monday 24 December          11pm Christmas Eve

Tuesday 25 December      9.30am Christmas Day

Sunday 30 December 10am, 7pm Morning and evening services continue throughout January

Knox Church diary

School holidays: start Thursday 20 December 
until after Monday 28 January 2019. Note:
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Knox Church
A stone church with a tall spire

stands on George Street.
It has glass windows

and throws out the grey 
grand architecture into the

night.

The church bells frequently wake me 
from slumber

on a typical Sunday Sabbath.

YouTube has a good video of the church 
and the surroundings of

Pitt Street, the area where I live.
Alas it has no recording of me on it.
The church has many good cheerful 

singers
which call outsiders to sit in silence and 

listen.

At Christmas the music is grand as the 
choristers cast out their carols
in their cheerful red cassocks.

I can hear an “Amen” to that!
by Tom McAlpine

An Ode to KnoxPasifika PCANZ Moderator
promotes respect, relationships
Helen Thew speaks with the Right 
Rev Fakaofo Kaio about his vision 
for the Church.

Fakaofo Kaio (right) was installed as 
the Moderator of the PCANZ at its 
Assembly in Christchurch in early 
October and will serve the Church in 
this role for the next two years.
As the second Pasifika minister to 
be elected Moderator after the Rev 
Kenape Falatoese, Fakaofo sets high 
value on respect.
Respect, he says, begins at home — 
in families, groups, in church and 
beyond. 
Fakaofo is Samoan. He was born 
in Tokelau where his parents were 
working as missionaries with the 
London Missionary Society and he 
was named for the island on which 
he was born. He went to school 
in Auckland and later moved to 
Wellington where he became an 
elder and lay preacher at the Pacific 
Islanders Church of Christ the King. 

During his time in Wellington 
Fakaofo played premier grade 

Rugby League for 12 years.
From 1992 until 1994 he studied for 
the Ministry at the Knox Theological 
College and served as minister of St 
Margaret’s Belmont on the North 
Shore until 2005. He then moved to 
the Onehunga Co-operating Parish 
where he is still the minister.
Fakaofo has considerable experience 
of the wider church, having 
served as moderator of the North 
Shore Presbytery and, after the 
restructuring of presbyteries, as the 
first moderator of the Northern 
Presbytery. He has represented the 
PCANZ at ecumenical assemblies 
and consultations in the Pacific, 
Asia, Europe and the Caribbean. He 
speaks five languages.
While initially not keen to allow 
his name to go forward for the 
moderator’s role — there were 
many things happening in his large 

multicultural parish — Fakaofo 
realised he must not say no to God, 
or the Church. He chose as the 
theme for General Assembly 2018, 
“Jesus is the heart of relationship 
with God and people”. He was keen 
for Assembly to allow more time 
for talking and for worship. He 
says while God will allow that we 
have “big business” to attend to at 
Assembly, we have not got around to 
talking seriously with one another in 
relationship in presbyteries, parishes, 
groups and at home.

In his address to Assembly on being 
installed as moderator, Fakaofo 

spoke of the call to Abraham — 
generous, an advocate for others, 
and obedient to God to the end. 
God promised Abraham that he 
would be a blessing to others. God’s 
relationship with Abraham is ours 
also but the challenge is relating back 
to God, a challenge highlighted by 
Jesus in the Great Commandment. 
“Love the Lord your god with all 
your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind and with all your 
strength … Love your neighbour as 
yourself. There is no commandment 
greater than these.” (Mark 12:30-31)

• Continues on Page 14

The Magnificat
My soul sings in gratitude. 
I’m dancing in the mystery of God. 
The light of the Holy One is within me 
and I am blessed, so truly blessed. 

This goes deeper than human thinking. 
I am filled with awe 
at Love whose only condition 
is to be received. 

The gift is not for the proud, 
for they have no room for it. 
The strong and self-sufficient ones 
don’t have this awareness. 

But those who know their emptiness 
can rejoice in Love’s fullness. 

It’s the Love that we are made for, 
the reason for our being. 

It fills our inmost heart space 
and brings to birth in us, the Holy One.

by Joy Cowley
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The hard part, the Moderator says, is 
our relationship with others. How to 
capture what God is doing in Scripture 
and in history and in us today? Deny 
yourself? Carry the Cross? Follow 
Jesus? It relates to how we conduct 
business, how we ‘do’ church and 
how we work as families. If there is 
no relationship with God, nothing 
happens. To make relationship and 
connection requires sacrifice, he says.
Some recent bereavements in his parish 
reminded him of the need to do our 
best: Our days are precious and few. 

There is a need, he says, to build 
relationships, pray together and 

maybe agree to disagree. And we 
are not in competition with other 
churches: we need to work together for 
the Glory of God.
Like New Zealand, the Church is 
increasingly multicultural and cross-
cultural, and Fakaofo believes that 
ministry must create relationships that 
work accordingly. He has confidence 
that the Church is made up of people 

with giving, pastoral hearts. He cites 
the example of Christchurch where 
after the earthquakes many people left 
their area, institutions broke up and 
were sometimes re-formed differently. 
He would like to see more space for 
discussions about the way we see 
church and how we might do things 
together.
Ministering to a congregation is 
what he does, and for the next two 
years the entire Presbyterian Church 

will be Fakaofo’s parish. He is keen 
to “get among people” and to listen 
to what they tell him. He knows 
he cannot visit every parish (there 
are 419 churches throughout New 
Zealand), but he plans to visit each of 
the seven presbyteries, meeting parish 
ministers, elders and others. In this 
way he can bring news to the wider 
church, making connections as people 
draw from one another as part of the 
Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New 

Pasifika PCANZ Moderator promotes respect
• Continues from Page 13

An elegant woman with a mind of her own
Frances Eveline McPherson died on 
October 18, 2018, aged 91 years.
Frances was a member of Knox 
Church but over the latter years of 
her life her lack of mobility prevented 
her from being a regular attendee. 
This last period she lived at Frances 
Hodgkins Retirement home and, 
when her health deteriorated, 
she moved to Yvette Williams 
Retirement Home.
Music was a core foundation 
in Frances’ family life. Her late 
daughter Jane Beaumont was 
involved in Knox music but all 
family members were very musical. 
Frances was a schoolteacher who 
lived at Macandrew Bay, teaching 
at the local school but also teaching 
piano privately and leading choirs.
Frances McPherson (formerly 
Faulkner, nee Fraser) was a fine 
lady who loved and appreciated fine 

things. The widow of the late Major 
John Arthur McPherson, she was 
elegant, gentle, and kindly spoken, 
but still possessing a mind of her 
own and capable of impish behaviour 
(e.g, if she wanted to go shopping, 
she was likely to call a taxi from 
Frances Hodgkins Home and just 
take herself — wheelchair and all — 
into town).
She was a dedicated Christian 
whose belief had stood her in good 
stead as she faced life’s challenges. 
She was a woman of Dunedin — 
articulate, modest but not to be 
underestimated.
• Pat Hoffman was Frances 
McPherson’s visiting elder, and 
enjoyed their many chats over the 
years.



Joy Schwass was strong-willed, a 
perfectionist, highly intelligent, 
perceptive, analytical, a lover of music, 
photography, NZ art and books, sport 
and the outdoors, a caring friend and 
devoted aunt, a teacher and a minister. 
Joy spent much of her life helping 
others even as she herself struggled 
with illness, including depression and, 
latterly, arthritis and Parkinson’s.
Joy, who passed away on 3 November, 
just short of her 76th birthday, was 
recently farewelled by her friends, 
family and larger Knox family.
Born in Dunedin in 1942, she attended 
Kaikorai Presbyterian Church and 
Otago Girls’ High School. 
From school, she went to Teachers 
College and held positions at 
Brockville; it is here that she met 
Heather Webster, who was the infant 
mistress and who played such a large 
role in Joy’s life.
Joy played hockey, was a hockey 
referee, and even crewed on a yacht at 
Port Chalmers. She loved the outdoors 
and latterly liked watching sport on 
TV — even encouraging a visiting 
friend to leave for the afternoon, as Joy 
wanted to watch the rugby on telly! 
Joy could be quite forthright on 
occasion.
Joy loved children; one of her real 
delights was babysitting her nieces 
and nephews. During these years she 
worked part time on her BA degree, 
majoring in geography and education 
and followed it with an incomplete 
Masters. There was some psychology as 
well. When she later voluntarily went 
into Ashburn Hall, she would decide 
what theoretical school the therapist 
was following and whether or not she 
agreed with it. If she did not ,she soon 
discharged herself.
In 1971, she entered Knox College, and 
moved into Salmond Hall. She was 
one of the top students of her year and 
although she was not the first woman 
to enter the ministry, it was still tough 
going among all the men. 
On graduation from Knox she received 
a call to the Teviot Parish in Roxburgh 
and it was here that “she worked herself 

into the ground. She was conscientious 
to a fault”. Her mother visited often, 
“bursting with pride in her daughter’s 
position”. 
Joy was briefly part-time minister at 
St David’s in Christchurch but had 
to resign due to ill health. When 
recovering from one of her depressive 
periods in hospital she stayed with Mrs 
Kathleen Keene in Queenstown, or 
“Auntie Kath”; Auntie Kath was one of 
the most important people in Joy’s life. 
With Auntie Kath, Joy went on her 
first overseas trip, to Europe, followed 
later by trekking in Peru and Bolivia. 
Other travels took her to Thailand and 
Fiji. 
Back in Dunedin, Joy worked in social 
services for a time, then shifted first 
to Balclutha to be with Heather, then 
to Arrowtown, when Heather was 
minister there. 
Sadly, Heather developed bone cancer, 
and they returned to Dunedin where 
Joy nursed her faithfully until her 
death in 1995. 

Knox became an important part of 
Joy’s life. She was active with several 
groups, including the book club. 
During all these periods she made 
strong friendships which she retained, 
often inviting newcomers for a meal 
since she enjoyed cooking. She and Viv 
Graham were particularly close friends.
However, with increasing disabilities, 
arthritis and Parkinson’s, Joy moved to 
Ross Home in her final years. 
Even here, music remained a vital part 
of her life. A few weeks before her 
death, Joy attended, in a wheelchair, 
the university lunchtime concerts by 
Michael Houston and singer Anna 
Leese. Joy was delighted when Anna 
came and spoke with her. 
Joy will be remembered for her strong 
social conscience, her deep desire 
to help others and her great love for 
people and family. Hers was a troubled 
life, but well lived.

Edited extract from a eulogy given 
by Pat Graham at Joy’s funeral at 

Knox on 6 November.
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Vale, Joy Schwass
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Celebrating 100 years of Ross Home on October 21
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Getting to know you!
The Caring Community Committee 
is organising small social gatherings 
to be hosted in homes in each pastoral 
area.  These will take place during early 
December.  Our aim is to get to know 
each other better, especially those new 
to Knox. We have arranged them in 
Pastoral Care Areas, but do feel that 
you can attend another area if the date 
is more suitable.
Please ring your host as soon as possible 
to indicate your attendance, and so 
that transport and accessibility can be 
arranged for you if necessary.
Gatherings have been arranged for 
2.30pm as follows:

Saturday 1 December:
Viv Graham, ph 476 6427
Sunday 2 December:
Howard and Glyn Smith, ph 479 
0661
Janet and Peter Wishart, ph 476 7266 
or 021 123 1057
Lyndall Hancock, text 022 108 6386
Thursday 6 December:
Patti Matheson, ph 467 2078
Saturday 8 December:  
Janet Sim Elder and John Elder ph 
476 1151 (027 711 2394)
Liz and Lindsay Miller, ph 487 8525

And an evening BBQ (6 pm to 8 pm) 

at the Rutherford Hanan household 
on Friday 14 December: 
Jill and Dave, Jack and Jesse, ph 477 
0891 or 021 0844 5122.

— Janet Wishart

Christmas Gifts for PSO families: How you can help
Presbyterian Support Otago has 
asked for Christmas gifts for their 
client families. Along with Knox’s 
weekly Foodbank contributions, PSO 
has specific requests so that everyone 
may receive something personal and 
special.
PSO is keen for the children to have 
something they can DO — such as 
little construction kits, painting kits, 
craft activities, puzzles, bat & ball sets 
of all kinds.
For families: board games and 
larger puzzles which a group can do 
together.
For teenagers: suitable toiletries — 

hair products plus clips and crunchies 
for girls; men’s deodorants, socks, 
iTunes vouchers for boys.
For adults: toiletries — “nice 
smellies” for both men and women.
Other gifts could include treat foods 
or Christmas decorations.
PSO asks that you do NOT wrap 
your gifts as the staff need to match 
the gift with the client. However, 
rolls of Christmas wrapping paper are 
gratefully received.
Gifts can be placed in the marked 
box at the back of the church or left 
in the Knox office up until the week 
before Christmas.

Name: Gender-neutral God.
Age: Eternal, of course.
Appearance: NOT an old bloke with a 
long white beard.
Occupation: Creating the world, then 
washing His Its/Their hands of the 
whole mess; showing tough love to Its/
Their son divine offspring; moving in 
mysterious ways.
Justin Welby, the archbishop of 
Canterbury, has declared God is not 
the Father and should not be seen as a 
male figure.
You mean Our Father who art 
in heaven is no longer hallowed? 
Hallowed, yes — just not Our Father.

What is He, sorry, It, then? “God is 
not male or female,” the archbishop 
said in a lecture at St Martin-in-
the-Fields in London. “God is not 
definable. All human language about 
God is inadequate and to some degree 
metaphorical.”
I think it may be too late to row back 
on this. It is true that 2000 years of 
patriarchal society have tended to view 
God as a bloke, but the archbishop is 
not the first church leader to embrace 
gender neutrality. “God transcends the 
human distinction between the sexes,” 
says the Catholic church catechism of 
1993. “He is neither man nor woman: 

He is God.” What is the view from 
the pews? A UK YouGov poll suggests 
36% of British Christians see God as a 
man, but 41% say God does not have 
a gender. An intriguing 3% believe 
God has a “different human gender 
identity”, while a more relatable 19% 
say they don’t have a clue.
But surely this is enshrined in the 
Bible! It is not cut and dried. Mostly 
God is referred to as a man, but there 
are feminine references, too — “like 
a woman in labour” in the book of 
Isaiah, “like a mother hen” (Matthew), 
“like a mother eagle” (Deuteronomy).

From www.theguardian.com

Not in His name: God gender-neutral, says archbishop
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The Knox Church congregation 
gathered together on Saturday 29th 
September for their retreat, held off-site 
at Leith Valley Presbyterian Church. 
The day’s purpose was simply getting 
people mixing and mingling and to 
create a sense of togetherness. 
We had a lovely mix of ages and were 
able to connect across the intimate 
group. 
The morning’s activities all focused 
on preparing for World Communion 
Sunday which was the following week 

(Sunday, 7th 
October). 
After a warm 
welcome, we 
shared where 
each of us 
was born and 
baptised, the 

most interesting place we’d been, and 
where we’d most like to go.
As you can imagine there was a mix 
from across the globe. Lots of people 
wanted to go to places others had been, 
too, so this sparked more conversation 
during our morning tea and lunch. In 
fact, trips are even now being planned 
as a result. 
The next session was my personal 
favourite — music. We sang three 
different songs finishing with everyone 
playing percussion and singing various 
versions of “The Whole World, in 
God’s Hands”. Seeing the entire group 
play and sing together was very special. 
I am not a musical person but I do love 
to sing with a crowd. Lydia thoroughly 
enjoyed the instruments as did many 
an adult. Thank you to the professional 
music players — including Peter 
Wishart on drums — for providing us 
with rhythm! 

After a lovely morning tea provided 
by our Caring Community group, 
we split into two groups. One group 
focused on quiet time preparing 
prayers based around readings for 
the World Communion Service. The 
remaining group worked on a few craft 

Sing, Pray, Eat … and Craft! Knox Retreat, 2018
By Louisa Sinclair

projects. The main craft project was 
rock-painting, linking to the World 
Communion Service through the 
vision of “the living rock”. 

While we were crafting, everyone also 
provided a painted hand print and 
signed their name on one large Knox 
Retreat 2018 rock. It was beautiful to 
see various generations creating side by 
side one another. Then the two groups 
swapped over so everyone could do 
each activity. 
We wrapped up an enjoyable morning 
session with a shared lunch and time to 
mingle and chat. 

The retreat was a success and will be 
a regular event in the Knox annual 
calendar. I hope next year we will see 
more people attending including more 
kids, teenagers and young adults.



Knox members Jesse Hanan 
and Grace Togneri write about 
their impressions of the choir 
trip to Berlin, “The Armed Man” 
and visiting World War 1 war 
memorials in northern France.

In late October, my mum and I 
travelled to Berlin, Germany, to 
experience an amazing concert 
led by Sir Karl Jenkins. 
The Armed Man was the piece of 
music sung by the world choir 
and riveted myself and audiences. 
The piece was especially moving 
because it was nearing the 100th 
anniversary of the end of World 
War 1. The performance was 
incredible. I especially enjoyed 
the orchestra, the cellist who played the 
solo part in Benedictus, and touring the 
city of Berlin.
While in Europe, we visited the 
Canadian Vimy Ridge memorial 
which was sad and very poignant 
because of the fact 
that surrounding 
the memorial are 
mounds of chopped 
up land due to the 
heavy shelling. It was 
also eerie knowing 
that beneath the 
clumps of land lie the 
remains of thousands 
of dead soldiers, both 
German and Canadian, from 101 years 
ago [Vimy Ridge was fought from 9 to 
12 April 1917]. 
Like almost everyone in NZ and 
Canada, my family has a connection 
to such sad places through two great, 
great uncles who fought. One, David 
Rutherford, was shot and wounded but 
survived. The other, Frank Dayton, also 
survived but was wounded emotionally. 
He never got over his time in Flanders. 
I told mum to never let me go to war.
While in Berlin my mother and I 
visited several landmarks such as 
Checkpoint Charlie, the Reichstag, the 
old Gestapo headquarters as well as a 
chunk of the Berlin Wall. Each of these 
places had their very own significance 

and history. I was very disturbed by the 
Gestapo headquarters [the Topography 
of Terror]. I couldn’t understand how 
people could end up doing such terrible 
things to other people, especially to 
little children. The images were very sad 
and upsetting. 

But I still really liked Berlin. 
This trip was a fantastic 
experience for myself and the 
rest of the choir. I’ll never 
forget being in such a large 
choir and the new people I 
met, nor the city of Berlin 
and the disconsolate war 
memorials of France and 
Germany. 

And from Grace:
My time in Berlin was incredible and I 
have made memories that will stay with 
me for the rest of my life. The concert 
was so phenomenal and singing with 
over 2000 people was really a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity. I was moved and 
felt changed by the performance and 
learned so much in the process. 
One of the things I enjoyed the most 
was being surrounded by people from 
all corners of the globe who have all 
come together for a common love of 
song. Meeting new people and finding 
out about their backgrounds and 
interests was so enjoyable. 
The actual performance was surreal 
and I tried to enjoy every second of it. 
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Songs of War and Peace

The orchestra was inspiring. I came 
back wanting to learn the violin 
again. I have been playing the pieces 
on the piano and hearing the RSA 
choir singing Agnus Dei at the concert 
this week reminded me of Berlin and 
I think Karl Jenkins’ compositions 
always will. There was a very well-put-
together video playing while we sang 
and it complemented the performance 
perfectly, making the message of peace 
harrowing and important at the same 
time. It included very moving and raw 
footage from various wars.
It was such a phenomenal thing to have 
been part of and I would like to thank 
everyone who helped make it so special.



right, has landed the prize.
William McIlvanney, who died in 
2015, was the author of the acclaimed 
DI Jack Laidlaw series, set in Glasgow. 
In 2016, the Bloody Scotland 
international crime writing festival 
renamed its prize, citing McIlvanney 
Senior as “the man who, more than 
anyone, established the tradition of 
Scottish detective fiction”.
Liam, Professor of Scottish Studies 
at the University of Otago, won 
for his latest novel, The Quaker. Set 
in Glasgow in 1969 and drawing 
on the real-life, never-caught serial 
murderer Bible John, it follows DI 
McCormack’s hunt for a killer who is 
terrorising the city by targeting young 
women in nightclubs. Judge and 
comedian Susan Calman called it the 
“standout book from the longlist”.
“As soon as I finished it, I looked 
forward to reading it again,” said 
Calman. “Not only did I love the 
evocative recreation of Glasgow, but 
the characters created were refreshing 
and surprising. It was such a pleasure 
to read.”
Liam, who did not know of 
his win before the event, had 
previously told the Herald 
Scotland that while he started 
out writing a “true-life novel” 
about the Bible John murders, 
he quickly changed his mind.
“Part of what gave me pause 
was dubiety over writing 
about something that was still 
a source of hurt to people, 
the relatives of the victims. 
But following the facts of the 
story with utter faithfulness 
constrained what I wanted to do. As a 
writer, your duty is to the story rather 

than the facts as they happened,” 
he said, in July. “So I thought it was 
easier if I based it loosely on the Bible 
John story, then fictionalised it. It 
gives you leeway to take care of the 
trajectory of the story.”
Liam also told the paper that he 
enjoyed the “anonymity” of living in 
New Zealand. “I suppose that whole 
‘I kent his faither’ thing is literally 
true in my case, because everyone did 
know my father. So it’s quite nice to be 
away from that,” he said. 
“It might be quite debilitating if you 
were to compare yourself to your old 
man at every turn, so I try not to. I 
just try to improve upon what I did 
last time.”

www.theguardian.com/books/2018/
sep/21/liam-mcilvanney-wins-scottish-

fiction-award-father-bible-john
Liam and his family, wife Val, and sons 
Andrew, Caleb, Isaac and Dermid, have 
spent the past six months in Scotland 
while Liam is on sabbatical. 

¶ ¶ ¶
Choir member Jesse Hanan, left, 

successfully auditioned 
for the New Zealand 
Secondary Schools 
Choir. More than 250 
singers auditioned across 
NZ for about 50 places. 
Jesse will be travelling to 
Auckland on 23 January 
for a four-day rehearsal 
with the choir. Jesse will 
be busy busking over the 
school holidays, singing 
and playing guitar to 
help raise the $6000 
each member needs to 

contribute to cover the choir’s travel and 
tuition costs.
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Knox 
people
Two years after the award for 
the best Scottish crime novel 
was renamed in honour of 
the “godfather of tartan 
noir” William McIlvanney, 
his son and fellow crime 
writer (and Knox Church 
member) Liam McIlvanney, 


