
more. 
The newspaper frequently approached 
me for comment on public issues. As 
a central city congregation, we were at 
the forefront of some controversial changes in 
the city. 
Now there are fewer church weddings 
and funerals. Public institutions are often 
bemused by the Church. Differences are 
evident between the 
Church’s vision of 
a society of equality 
and justice and 
society’s inclination 
to individualism and 
competition. 
We are out of step 
as we are meant to 
be. The question 
remains for us as 
it has in every age 
— to what is God calling us today?
This question is explored by Doug Gay, a 
Glaswegian theologian and Presbyterian 
minister on sabbatical here in Dunedin, and 
wrestled with on a weekly basis by Alan Judge, 
the Southern Presbytery’s Executive Officer as 
he meets with parishes throughout the region. 
Each has insights to share with us in this Knox 
News about how “doing Church” is being 
challenged and changed.

For me, the call to follow the way of Christ 
remains and offers hope. A week after I was 
ordained, a family experienced a tragedy and 
welcomed the Church’s embrace. We formed 
a Peace Group and petitioned the local body; 
more than half the town signed the petition. 

There are still such responses when 
we go beyond ourselves. People want 
to know we are committed to human 
flourishing and they run from a self-
serving church.
God’s commitment to human 
flourishing is shown in the costly love of 
Jesus confirmed on the cross and God’s 
affirmation of the way of Jesus seen 
in resurrection. Thirty-five years later 
I remain convinced of the value of a 
community pointing to the way of Jesus 

and seeking to embody it.
In Christ, Kerry
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Minister’s letter
On 4 March 2018, I will have been a 
minister for 35 years, more than half 
my life. The changes are noticeable. 
The Ohakune church building in 
which I was ordained now belongs to a 
Bible Baptist Church. Although young 
people joined our tiny congregation and 
doubled its size, the parish no longer 
exists. The Whanganui congregation I 
served for 10 years has not worshipped 
in its elegant historic building for five 
years because of the earthquake risk. 
Fewer people now turn to the Church. 
When I was at St Paul’s Whanganui 
there were on average 16 weddings, 35 
funerals and a multiplicity of public 
events each year: school centennials, 
Anzac services, new citizen welcomes 
and blessings of buildings, boats and 

Ian Thomson’s 
Christmas pictures: 
Page 11

Knox News is published quarterly by Knox Church, 
Dunedin.  Editor: Jill Rutherford, jill.rutherford@outlook.
co.nz 03 477 0891/ 021 0844 5122.  Design: Scott Blackwell. 
Contributors: Kerry Enright, Alison Tait, Chris Bloore, Helen 
Thew, Neil Grant, Jordan Redding, Lee Somerville, Louisa 
Sinclair, Janet Sim Elder and Jacqui Carroll.
Photos: Ian Thomson, Jill Rutherford
 If you have any story ideas, suggestions or are keen to join 
our writing team, please contact Jill.



Page 2

Knox Church Council news
Those of us who have attended evening 
services of late will have experienced a 
rich tapestry of what it means to follow 
Christ; and of how people who have 
walked that path have been influenced 
by respected members of their family, 
others’ experiences and a desire to try 
new and different ways of worshipping. 

In January, the Council gathered at the 
Portobello Church for its retreat. 
We were blessed with a beautiful day 
spent on a part of the peninsula which 
has some spectacular views. 
We have five new members so it was 
good to be able to spend time to work 
together, learn of each other’s hopes 
and aspirations and tackle the major 
task of implementing the Annual Plan. 
We were privileged to have Rev Doug 
Gay, Principal of Trinity College, 
Glasgow, and Ms Amy Armstrong, 
Pastoral worker for the Catholic 
Diocese, each lead a session.
The first session was led by Doug. He 
said churches like Knox (inner-city, 
liberal-progressive ethos) are making 
transitions in order to be more effective 
in mission. We looked at how these 
churches are evolving and what this 
might mean for Knox. 

Successfully transitioning churches 
have focused on: their geographical 

location; the make-up of their 
surrounding community; who comes 
into the building (irrespective of why); 
where the church fits within the whole 
church framework; and how the 
church responds to the needs of the 
21st century.
Churches with strategies that took 
these factors into account, and which 
had a positive “can-do” attitude, were 
more likely to provide a sustaining 
faith community better able to meet 
different people’s needs (worship styles, 
etc).
Amy led our next session. We 
focused on which goals we wanted to 
implement this year from the Knox 
Plan 2018-2021.
This session required each Council 
member to identify with a particular 

part of the plan, and to explore how 
we might meet those challenges. Some 
ideas aren’t new but we need to keep 
developing them, and others are new. 
New can be scary but we agreed if we 
don’t try, we will never know what we 
as a congregation are able to achieve. 
We may not get it right first time 
around but with trust, faith and an 
open desire to keep the heart of Knox 
alive for all who want to be a part, we 
will commence the journey forward. 
We will have an opportunity to share 
our gifts and talents and learn some 
new ones. 
What next? We will be looking at who 
can best champion parts of the plan 
or “signposts”, which will then give 
direction to church activities chosen for 
2018. 

We have made a start with the 
Lenten Study Groups. 

More opportunities for deepening 
our faith and our relationships with 
one another will bloom and hopefully 
flourish in the coming year — some 
will be what we are used to, some 
will be new. Be assured there will be 
a variety. We will weave our own rich 
tapestry of a community following 
Jesus, alive to God’s Spirit, working to 

make real God’s realm. 
This was the first time the new Council 
had really met since the AGM and one 
observation was the huge amount of 
energy and vitality being offered by 
each person. Council can continue its 
work but feedback is important, as is 
clear communication. 

To facilitate that, here are the names 
of Council members: 

Claire Barton, Lillian Brown, David 
Crerar, Kerry Enright (Minister/
Moderator), Linda Holloway, 
Warren Jowett, Stephen Packer, 
Jordan Redding, Jill Rutherford, 
Louisa Sinclair, Alison Tait (Clerk), 
Anna Tarbotton, Rachel Tombs
The strongest thought from our retreat 
was that we want to have a positive, 
warm, caring Christian community 
where communication is open and 
clear, and together we trust, support 
and work towards our stated values of:
•	 Unity in Christ,
•	 Justice for all Creation,
•	 Worship of God, 
•	 Love and Hospitality,
•	 Diversity and Inclusiveness.
May we all feel loved and blessed as we 
journey together.

— Alison Tait, Council Clerk 
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News from Deacons Court
Repairs and Maintenance
Repairs and maintenance 
activities continue.  Room 5 and 
the corridor to Rooms 4 and 5 
have been painted and the floor 
covering in the Matheson room 
corridor has been replaced. Scott 
Blackwell and Chris Bloore 
trimmed overhanging foliage on 
the George St frontage and in the 
car park.
Looking Forward
Completion of the work at the 
rear of the church to increase 
the space around the exit to the 
Gathering Area is planned for 
March.
Knox will hire a spider lift and 

hold a working bee to move pews 
to change as many light bulbs as 
possible as soon as replacement 
bulbs arrive in early March. An 
LED solution to the chandelier 
problem is still not available.
Air blade hand driers have yet to 
be installed in each of the halls’ 
toilets.  
The property group will sand the 
floor of Herron Hall to decrease 
the costs of sealing the floor.
Many hands make light work, 
so If you can help with any of 
these projects, please contact Chris 
Bloore at: chris@drchris.co.nz or 
leave your name with Jacqui in the 
church office.

The changing churchThe changing church
Doug Gay (right) is a Scottish 
Presbyterian minister and 
theologian currently in 
Dunedin on sabbatical. Here 
he shares his insights into 
the decline of the church, 
the centrality of mission and 
culture to its renewal, and 
why we need to be more 
revolutionary — like the 
Victorians …

You could say my tongue was 
firmly in my cheek last week, 
when I told folk from local 
churches that I thought we all 
needed to be more like 19th-
century Scots Presbyterians. But 
there is a sense in which I really 
did and do mean it. 
The Disruption generation who came 
from Scotland in the 1840s, who 
founded First Church and then Knox, 
went on an extraordinary journey 
of change and adaptation, both in 
Scotland and here in Aotearoa/ New 
Zealand.
The first thing I want to say is that 
I want to encourage you all to be 
inspired afresh by the example of 
Scottish Presbyterians in the Victorian 

era — both at home and here in 
Otago. 
The generation who were active in 
churches between 1840 and 1890 were 
extraordinary innovators, change-
makers and adaptors. 

Let me explain why:
	•	They	planted	and	built	many	

new churches — and funded them;
•	they	stood	up	to	the	government	
when they thought it was wrong;

•	they made great sacrifices for 
their principles;
•	they had the courage to split 
the church, but also later found 
the grace to reunite it;
•	many of them completely and 
radically transformed the culture 
of their worship and the interior 
of their church buildings.
In 1840, Presbyterians only 
sang psalms and they sang 
them unaccompanied; most 
were suspicious of kneeling to 
pray, of candles, responses; they 
didn’t mark Easter, Holy Week, 
certainly not Lent and didn’t 
mark Advent or Christmas.
By 1890, all of that had changed. 
Churches were installing new 
lighting and heating systems; 

they were demolishing walls to make 
room for the monstrous innovation of 
the pipe organ which dominated the 
space; they were singing hymns as well 
as psalms, and singing them to music; 
they were celebrating Christmas; 
some of them were reintroducing 
written prayers and responses, and 
rediscovering the riches of common 
liturgical traditions of the church.

• Continues on Page 4
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The changing church

If you were 10 in 1840, by the time 
you were 60 in 1890, you had lived 

through an extraordinary amount of 
change in the fabric and look of your 
church building as well as to the style, 
feel and content of its worship.
It is ironic, therefore, when 
congregations in Scotland or Aotearoa 
try to preserve a Scots Victorian 
Presbyterian heritage by being defensive, 
conservative and “traditionalist”. The 
spirit of those times was way more 
revolutionary than that. Their example 
is, in fact, one of remarkable innovation 
and adaptation.
We in Scotland are living through 
very challenging times for the Kirk 
and indeed for all the churches. Many 
people are bemused, heartsick, at the 
speed and scale of decline, worried 
about losing the things they cherish 
most among what is left.
I understand that and I have genuine 
sympathy for folk who are feeling that.

But at the same time, I can’t help 
feeling God is calling us to be 

like the Victorians. God is showing 
us that we, too, are living through an 
era in which we will have to show the 
same qualities they showed: courage, 
generosity, sacrifice, imagination, 
innovation, flexibility, adaptability — a 
willingness to enact change, including 
radical change — to our buildings, our 
worship and our patterns of mission.

Over the past two years, I have been 
reflecting on the state of Presbyterianism 
in Scotland.
I am aware there is a world of distance 
between our two contexts and that there 
are some profound differences between 
PCANZ and the Kirk. I do not presume 
to be able to speak into your context, 
but I am happy, by invitation, to share 
some reflections from my experience.

My first plea is for us to face the 
reality of our situations with 
unflinching honesty and humility. My 
denomination has been in sustained 

• Continues from Page 3

• Continues on Page 5

overall decline since the late 1950s. As 
we seek to sustain a national system of 
parish ministry, many congregations 
are becoming extremely fragile. Our 
membership, leadership and ministry 
are ageing and we are struggling 
to retain the children we have left, 
with most leaving the church by the 
age of 14. Some people dislike the 
statistics being quoted, but I believe 
we ignore them at our peril. We need 

this key dimension of the church’s 
life, which brings with it some 
difficult theological, political and 
cultural baggage. I find the Anglican 
Communion’s summary of “the five 
marks of mission” a helpful guide to 
a holistic theology of mission (see 
the list on the right side of the page 
opposite):

In my experience, more conservative, 
“evangelical” churches prefer marks 
1-3 and struggle to engage with 4 and 
5, while more “liberal”, progressive 
churches prefer 3-5 and struggle with 
1 and 2. 

I like the way these five marks call 
churches across the breadth of our 

denominations to examine their life 
and witness. Our use of the five marks 
as a mirror may help us to think more 
deeply about where churches like 
“ours” are weak and where they are 
strong, and to ask why.

In my experience, more evangelical and 
“charismatic” congregations are usually 

to face the facts squarely and face the 
uncomfortable questions which come 
with them. Perhaps you can relate to 
some of this in the PCANZ?
A second observation is that all over 
the world, Presbyterian churches are 
talking and thinking about mission 
with renewed urgency and are 
reflecting on how they understand 

‘We will have to show 
the same qualities 

they showed: courage, 
generosity, sacrifice, 
imagination ... ’
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The changing church

strong on PR, publicity, design and use 
of media. They show strong capacities 
to develop worship which is highly 
personally involving, which engages 
the hearts, emotions and passions of 
worshippers, and their patterns of 
discipleship and community are felt to 
be directly relevant to members’ own 
spiritual development. 
They are highly committed to and 
relatively successful at youth, children’s 
and student ministry. They are often 
more attractive to people of colour/
minority ethnic worshippers and to 
poorer worshippers. However, there are 
major questions about their capacity to 
relate to key social changes, particularly 
around issues of gender and sexuality.

Liberal/progressive churches by 
contrast, are strong on openness 

and inclusion, particularly of women 
and the LGBT+ community and carry 
a strong outward facing sense of values 
related to peace, justice and the integrity 
of creation. They value intellectual 
rigour and loathe fundamentalism and 
intolerance.
However, across the world they are 
struggling to maintain effective work 
with children and young people and 
often show very little capacity for 
successful student work. They are often 
conflicted about evangelism and struggle 
to connect their worship musically 
to popular culture. They are bad at 

teaching people to pray and to share 
their faith. They struggle to engage and 
unite people in a heart language of faith 
and in embodied celebrations of faith.

In the contemporary church landscape, 
music is a key cultural marker of 

congregational ethos and missional 
ethos. Aside from cathedrals, churches 
which try to stretch one musical culture 
across all services and demographics 
are likely to struggle. Congregations 
need to ask tough questions about how 
far “blended” worship will stretch and 
when they need to embrace a “menu 
church” approach, allowing markedly 
different musical styles, cultures and 
instrumentation to come to the fore in 
morning and evening services.
Churches which don’t want to grow or 
try to grow, usually don’t grow.
Most churches which experience 
renewal, also engage in creative 
architectural renewal and adaptation of 
their main worship space.
Am I hopeful? I hope so! But I am also 
very exercised by the challenges facing 
churches in rapidly secularising societies. 
We may, I think, need to be very 
Victorian in our willingness to change, 
adapt, renew and rebuild — both in the 
Kirk and in PCANZ.

— Doug Gay
Principal of Trinity College Glasgow, 

Lecturer in Practical Theology, 
University of Glasgow

• Continues from Page 4

Five marks
of mission
1. To proclaim the Good 

News of the Kingdom;
2. To teach, baptise and 

nurture new believers;
3. To respond to human 

need by loving service;
4. To seek to transform 

unjust structures of 
society, to challenge 
violence of every kind 
and pursue peace and 
reconciliation;

5. To strive to safeguard the 
integrity of creation and 
sustain and renew the life 
of the earth.

Conservative evangelical 
churches tend to do well on 
numbers 1 and 2 but poorly 
on numbers 3, 4, 5. 
Liberal-progressive churches 
tend to focus on 3, 4 and 5 
but neglect 1 and 2. 

However, to be more fully 
missional, churches across 
the theological spectrum 
should strive to embrace all 
five marks of mission. 

How well is Knox doing?
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Openness to change and connection 
to community are the keys to healthy 
congregations, says Southern 
Presbytery executive officer Alan 
Judge (right) in this interview with Jill 
Rutherford.

Could you tell us about yourself, 
a bit about your background and 
your current role with Southern 
Presbytery?
My name is Alan Judge and I have 
been an ordained Presbyterian minister 
since 1993. I am married to Rachel, 
who is also a Presbyterian minister 
(since 1987) and we met at a Presbytery 
meeting in Haumoana in Hawkes 
Bay. We have a 15-year-old son called 
Sam. Prior to ministry I worked in 
public service in Treasury and then 
the Arbitration Court. My current 
role is a ministry position with the 
Presbytery — my title is Executive 
Officer. I provide overall oversight to 
Presbytery’s many responsibilities, assist 
with the work of Presbytery Council 
and five workgroups and fulfil the role 
of Presbytery Clerk. 
 
How would you describe the 
current health of the church here in 
Dunedin and across the Presbytery: 
Excellent, Very Good, Good, Fair, 
Flickering signs of Life, or on Life 
Support?
Fair, but it is different in each setting. 
Most parishes are dealing with 
lower numbers but better levels of 
commitment than in previous decades. 
I observe a greater willingness to 
experiment with new ways of being the 
church. Dunedin is the strongest area 
of the Presbytery with the majority of 
ministers here, while Dunedin-North 
Otago churches have 2500 church 
members — almost 50 per cent of 
the whole Presbytery. However, most 
Dunedin churches are funding their 
life from reserves which will likely 
lead to challenging choices in the near 
future.

There are churches which were 
once thriving but are now 

closed or closing, or have had to 
amalgamate. What’s driving this 
trend? Is it a general societal thing 
— the secularisation of NZ, for 
example — or are there particular 
issues affecting us here in the 
South (fewer people in rural areas, 
for example)?
The NZ Census tells us some things 
about our society. NZ is more 
secular if you look at census results 
of which faiths and denominations 
people say they belong to. This trend 
is most noticeable in census results 
for Dunedin which in these terms is 
NZ’s most secular (least religious) city. 
However, the more mainline churches 
have maintained their “market share” 
better in Dunedin and North Island 
cities. 

Church attendance patterns have 
changed and these have more 

impact on rural communities than 
city ones. I understand that Sunday by 
Sunday church attendance was 20 per 
cent when NZ’s populations was one 
million, and now we have over four 
million, the proportion is around 8 per 
cent. So, the number of those attending 
church has risen, but not at the rate of 
population growth. Some of this relates 
to less regular attendance by those 
who attend regularly. However, there 
have been dramatic church attendance 
changes in many rural communities 
where earlier numbers were 70-80 per 

cent of the rural population and are 
now similar to the proportions seen in 
cities. 
Churches close and amalgamate for a 
range of reasons. These relate to falling 
numbers, changes in age structure of 
congregations and Church Councils 
and the impact of ageing buildings on 
congregations whose incomes have not 

increased. Those 
congregations 
who have 
dissolved recently 
have attributed 
their decisions 
significantly to the 
exhaustion of key 
leaders and the lack 
of others to take 
their place. 

Can you give us a specific update 
on our sister churches here in 
Dunedin? What’s happening 
at Andy Bay? I understand the 
church was deconsecrated. Is the 
congregation meeting elsewhere? 
Anderson Bay (inset above) has all the 
approvals in place to be sold and the 
sale process is being managed by the 
Synod. It is being sold as there is no 
longer a worshipping congregation on 
that site. 
The potential cost of earthquake 
strengthening was a factor in the 
congregation not deciding to continue, 

• Continues on Page 7

Checking the pulse of church life



Page 7

but the exhaustion of key leaders 
was the main reason given.
The Portobello Church 
continues to meet weekly. This 
congregation used to be part of 
the same parish as the Anderson 
Bay congregation. 
The Dunedin South Church has 
gained the necessary approvals to 
sell its Musselburgh Church and 
the congregation now worships 
only at St James [in King Edward 
St, South Dunedin, right].
St David’s NEV is now called 
The Blue Lagoon and is a city-wide 
congregation which has sold its church 
building recently. This congregation 
has a strong emphasis on its small 
group (house church) life. Their 
minister is also the Hospital Chaplain. 

A new ministry is emerging in 
South Dunedin called The South 

Dunedin Project led by Rev Jono 
Ryan with a ministry intern also 
involved and a student flat community. 
The project is a joint one between the 
presbytery, Knox Centre for Ministry 
and Leadership and Presbyterian 
Support Otago. The project officially 
begins on March 1st 2018. 

Earthquake concerns appear 
to have affected Kaikorai and 

Highgate churches. Are we 
overestimating earthquake risk 
given the unlikelihood of an 
earthquake striking when a church 
service is on? How are these 
congregations handling this issue?
Assessment of the dangers of using 
earthquake or storm prone buildings 
is a responsibility of Church Councils. 
These church leaders will be held 
responsible if people are hurt or killed 
inside a church. 

The leaders of Durham 
Street Methodist Church in 

Christchurch faced challenging 
questioning at a Royal Commission 
following fatalities in their earthquake. 
Those fatalities did not occur on 
Sunday morning. 

Congregations (including Highgate 
and Kaikorai, below) are considering 
a wide range of issues including 
the legal responsibilities of church 
leaders, the cost to strengthen a 
building, the impact of drawing down 
on reserves, the missional needs of 
future generations, the views of their 
congregational members and funding 
available for restoration work. 

Where are there signs of real 
growth in the Presbytery? 
How would you describe these 
congregations? 
There are signs of growth at this time 
mainly from smaller congregations. 
The levels of commitment and 
openness to experimentation are factors 
in these developments. 
The growth appears not to relate to 
theology as such because God’s spirit 
moves differently among us. 

Flourishing churches have good 
relationships with their local 

communities and have a positive 
reputation on the community grapevine. 
Having elders who are open to new 
ways of being the church also seems to 
be a vital quality leading to growth. 

How can sister churches help one 
another more effectively? What 
would you like to see happening 
here in Dunedin?
I think churches who consider they can 
pair with another church should make 
contact in an open friendly way and see 
how relationships develop.

Checking the pulse of church life



Easter photo essay

Photos: Jill Rutherford, from her recent visit to the 
Sagrada Familia in Barcelona, Spain, took these 
photos of sculptures of Calvary and the resurrection. 
The photo, below, is of the risen Christ, with 
construction cranes in the background.
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Sunday 25 February              10am            
                                                     7pm

Lent 2
Worship

Monday 26 February University Semester 1 starts

Sunday 4 March                      10am            
                                                     7pm

Lent 3
Worship

Sunday 11 March                    10am            
                                                     7pm

Lent 4: Quarterly Communion; 3pm Mozart concert in the church
Worship: Quarterly Communion

Sunday 18 March                    10am            
                                                     7pm

Lent 5; 3pm Mozart concert in the church
Worship

Sunday 25 March                   10am            
                                                     7pm

Palm Sunday
Worship - choir Lenten carols - lessons and carols

Mon 26 March—Wed 28 March Holy Week celebrations

Thursday 29 March                 7pm Maundy Thursday service

Friday 30 March                       7pm Good Friday Vigil at Holy Name Church, 420 Great King St

Sunday 1 April                         10am            
                                                     7pm

Easter Day
Worship

Saturday 7 April                   7.30pm City Choir concert at Knox Church “Grief to Joy: Music for Easter”, with music 
by Bach, Verdi and Finzi. David Burchell conducts City Choir, DSO string 
ensemble and soloists including Claire Barton.

Sunday 8 April                         10am            
                                                     7pm

Easter 2
Worship

Sunday 15 April                       10am            
                                                     7pm

Easter 3
Worship

Sunday 22 April                       10am            
                                                     7pm

Easter 4
Worship

Wednesday 22 April Anzac Day (public holiday, church office closed)

Sunday 29 April                       10am            
                                                     7pm

Easter 5
Worship

Sunday 6 May                          10am            
                                                     7pm

Easter 6
Worship

Sunday 13 May                        10am            
                                                     7pm

Ascension: Week of prayer for Christian Unity; Mother’s Day
Worship

Sunday 20 May                        10am            
                                                     7pm

Pentecost
Worship

Sunday 27 May                        10am            
                                                     7pm

Trinity
Worship

Sunday 3 June                         10am            
                                                     7pm

Pentecost 2
Worship

Wednesday 6 June University 1st semester exams begin

Sunday 10 June                       10am            
                                                     7pm

Pentecost 3 — Quarterly Communion
Worship: Quarterly Communion

Knox Church diary
Choir practice: Each Wednesday during school terms: 5.15pm-6.30pm (children), 6pm-8pm (adults). All welcome to audition.
Knox Church Council: Fourth Wednesday of the month, 7.30pm. 
Deacons Court: Second Wednesday of each month, at 7pm.

School holidays: start Friday 13 April until Monday 
29 April. Daylight saving ends at 2am on Sunday 

1 April — put your clocks back one hour.
Note:
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Remembering George Clark

Knox folk are gathering in study 
groups during this Lenten season, 
reading, reflecting on and discussing 
“God with Us: The meaning of the 
cross and resurrection. Then and 
now”, written by the former Anglican 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan 
Williams. 
If you would like to join a group, let 
Jacqui in the church office know.
Below is a brief review of the book by 
Janet Sim Elder.

Other reviewers listed on the book’s 
cover have sung the praises of this 100-
page little book, and they all drew me 
in. One I found particularly inviting 
was Sister Wendy Beckett:
“This is a wonderful book: it is life-

changing. No-one can read 
it without coming closer 
to the crucified and risen 
Jesus ... Rowan Williams is 
a very great teacher. 
“With simplicity, subtlety, 
profound seriousness and 
humour too, he opens up 
to us the infinite depth of 
our Christian faith.”
Williams presents us with 
an in-depth examination 
of the theology of the cross 
as sign, sacrifice and victory and what 
the resurrection meant to the early 
church. He explores how this theology 
challenges our lives now and how we 
might live in the times ahead. 
“Belief in the resurrection is what 

makes the Church more 
than just the Jesus of 
Nazareth Society….”
Williams presents a 
world where the death 
and resurrection of Jesus 
speak “…into and against 
a culture in which the 
body, the material world, 
is underrated and abused 
… where various kinds 
of totalitarianism have 
pretended humanity is 

negotiable … In all these ways Christ 
calls us to speak to a world that 
desperately needs the good news of 
resurrection.”
This book is easily accessible theology 
at its very best.

God with Us: book review

A reserved man with a love of art, 
music, books and birds, William 
George Boyd Clark, a retired minister 
and Knox member, died on 22 
December 2017. The following is 
taken from the tribute given by 
the Rev Ian Robertson at George’s 
funeral on 28 December.

George was born in Rakaia in August 
1923. He spoke about living in Lincoln 
and his father being a railway man, 
which probably accounts for his 
lifelong interest in railways. He was 
educated at Christchurch Boys’ High 
School.
Like many other young men in the 
early 1940s, he found himself in 
military service, initially in the army 
and then redirected into the RNZAF 
as an aircraftsman in communications.
After the war, through their mutual 
involvement in the Bible Class 
movement, he met and married Olive 
McArthur, a Dunedin Teachers’ 
College student from Clinton. (Miss 
McArthur, as I knew her, taught me 
in Standards 1 and 2 at the Waitati 
School.)
George felt the call to the Presbyterian 
ministry and studied at the Theological 
Hall Knox College 1949 -51. He was 

ordained in the Becks/Lauder parish 
in 1952 and went to the Woodlands 
parish in 1956, having completed his 
BA in 1954.
In 1962, George and Olive took the 
challenging step of moving with their 
family to British Columbia, working in 
the United Church of Canada for three 
years; returning to Iona, Upper Hutt, 
in 1965; Saddle Hill in 1974; and to 
Banks Peninsula in 1981. 

On retirement, they returned south, 
to Allanton where they had 

already prepared for this eventuality by 
building a home in Castleton Street. 
With assistance from tradespeople, 
George had built a comfortable kitset 
home on a large section which was 
developed into attractive gardens. 
When this became too much for them 
to work they moved to Grant Street 
in the city where their energies were 
applied to developing the garden that 
spilled down the steps to the driveway 
to the street — a beautiful garden 
carefully tended for many years.
George and Olive had four children: 
Ian, Shona, Malcolm and Fraser. 
Fraser’s death from a terminal illness 
while a child left its scars, although 
these were seldom on view.

My personal recollections of George 
are of a very reserved man, thoughtful 
and considerate, compassionate and 
diligent. Until recent years I knew 
him as a supportive colleague. But 
as circumstances drew us closer we 
became friends. 
I got to know a little of his interests 
in art (he was quite a water colourist), 
music, photography, books. He 
always enjoyed getting his new set 
of books from the public library and 
was grateful to Arch, who made the 
delivery. He never complained, and as 
his energy levels dropped he did what 
he could and always appreciated what 
others did for him. 
Shona’s visits from Wellington were 
a highlight as she stocked his larder 
with home-made goodies. Ian and 
Joanne did the weekly shopping and 
cooked meals. Richard, his official 
Age Concern visitor, stimulated his 
thinking. Peter and other friends on 
the street corner were always keeping 
in touch. And then there was his St 
Francis streak: he could always tell me 
how many tui had called for a squabble 
around his birdfeeder, how many 
bellbirds, and countless sparrows even 
tapped on his window to remind him it 
was time for a feed.
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Christmas at Knox

Knox’s Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day services were 
well attended and the candle-
lit evening carol service was 
especially well attended last 
year.  The Christmas play  by 
the Sunday School and Youth 
Groups was also a triumph 
and it was heartening to see so 
many Knox families reunited.
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Adieu, Robin Gibson Smith
Knox farewelled a kind, shy, caring 
man in February. The following 
is taken from the eulogy given at 
Robin’s funeral by his son Ian Smith 
on Thursday, February 15:

Robin Gibson Smith was born on 13 
April 1923, in Manaia, Taranaki, third 
of six sons in an illustrious lineage 
of Presbyterians. (Of course, a real 
Presbyterian would never make such a 
boast, but I’m not, so I can.)
His grandfather, John Gibson Smith, 
a recent theological graduate from 
Edinburgh, arrived in Dunedin in 1887 
close behind his wife’s brother Dr James 
Gibb, then minister at First Church, 
and later to become the first Moderator 
of the United Presbyterian Church of 
New Zealand. 
[He]… wrote  the book The Christ 
of the Cross, propounding views that 
would seem quite orthodox today, but 
saw him tried for heresy in 1908. The 
compromise outcome of this set the 
Presbyterian Church on a path towards 
accepting a broader diversity of views 
on the gospels and the mission of the 
church. 
Dad’s father, James Douglas Smith, also 
took the cloth and served as chaplain 
to the NZ Expeditionary Force for the 
last two years of World War 1, then 

in parishes that included Kaikorai 
and Mt Eden. In 1947, he was elected 
Moderator of the General Assembly.
With a whakapapa like that, it is hardly 
surprising that Robin also turned to the 
ministry, but more of that later.
His mother was Ellen Windsor, known 
as Nellie, or 
Mother to the 
boys, and later 
their wives, 
and Grandma 
to us. … After 
marrying James, 
she managed a 
busy manse and 
commanded a 
boisterous tribe 
of boys, and later 
grandchildren 
with a gentleness 
and fairness that 
was also wired 
deeply into Dad’s 
DNA. 
Robin’s schooling 
was mostly in 
Dunedin, at Kaikorai and Otago 
Boys, with a final couple of years at 
Auckland Grammar. After school, he 
began working for the Hospital Board 
and studying accountancy at Auckland 
University in the evenings.

War service intervened, with Dad 
training, initially in the army, but then 
as a navigator in the air force, but the 
war ended before his training did, and 
Dad returned to University to complete 
his BA.
By this time two important things 

had happened. Robin had felt 
the calling to ministry, and 
he had met Shirley Fawcett 
through the Student Christian 
Movement. … By the end 
of 1946, they were engaged 
and they married in Roslyn 
Church in 1949, living in 
Dunedin till the end of 1950 
while Robin undertook his 
theological training at Knox.
Robin’s first call was to 
be assistant minister in 
Masterton, but by mid-1951 
he had the South Manawatu 
parish, based in Shannon. 
Here Shona, Alison and I 
were born in just under three 
years, before a shift south to 
Ranfurly mid-1955 where 

Duncan and Hilary followed …   
My earliest memories of Dad are in 
Ranfurly going for swims in the Taieri 
river in the long hot dry summers.
In 1964, we moved to Hamilton, where 

• Continued on P13

Robin with his Osteoporosis 
New Zealand award in 

2009, which encouraged 
older people to stay 
physically active.
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Robin had a new parish … Robin and 
Shirley both flourished in the wider 
cultural opportunities that city-living 
offered. Dad sang in the Hamilton 
City Choir and acted in amateur 
theatre productions.

For us kids, ministering was just 
what Dad did, so it’s hard to have a 

perspective on his way of doing it. 
Joy Cowley told a workshop in 
Opoho last year that when she first 
encountered Robin in Hamilton in the 
1960s he “showed her the gentle, kind 
and loving face of Jesus and it changed 
my attitude to the church”.
Underneath, though, Robin was 
always shy, and the strains of putting 
himself out there in pastoral ministry 
were taking a toll on his health. In 
1970, at the age of 47, he took the bold 
decision to resign his parish ministry 
and retrain, as a librarian.  … Robin 
was a circulation librarian at Waikato 
University from 1973 till retirement in 
1985. …

The lure of grandchildren pulled them 
to Dunedin in 1991, where the stated 
plan was to find a sensible brick house 
near enough to babysit for my children, 
and without the enormous garden they 
had always had in the past. Reality 
turned out to be a big, old wooden villa 
on an enormous section, out of close 
babysitting range in Waikouaiti.
Of course, it was perfect for them, and 
they set about creating yet another 
beautiful garden, re-establishing old 
friendships and developing new ones.
Health issues for both Robin and 
Shirley eventually brought a move into 
town in 2005. 
This coincided with increasingly clear 
evidence that Mum had Alzheimer’s, 
but 64 Cavell Street, Musselburgh, 
soon had a garden and the warm 
homeliness that were telltale signs of 
Mum and Dad. Robin was a fantastic 
tower of strength and compassion as 
he lovingly stood by Shirley during her 
descent into dementia, caring for her at 
home until the last month of her life in 
January 2008.

Dad stayed on at Cavell St, where he 
produced as many vegetables from 
his garden as he had when there were 
five children living at home, and 
stayed active in the church, attending 
meetings and theatrical performances, 
swimming for fitness, and enjoying 
visits to and from family. 

He was mightily annoyed when 
the number of dings on his car 

forced us to stop him driving, but he 
soon took to taxis to keep up his social 
engagements. 
It was only 15 months ago at the age 
of 93, that he could no longer cope on 
his own, and moved into Ross Home, 
from where he maintained his regular 
outings until late last year.  His final 
days have been mercifully brief and 
comfortable.
Robin was a gentle man of great inner 
strength. That strength was born of 
his abiding concern for social justice 
and his belief that we make the world 
a better place through our kindness to 
others.

• Continues from P12

Adieu, Robin Gibson Smith
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Answers:
1. Boys
2. An armchair in which they carried Mrs Stuart who was not 

in good health.
3. Count heads, and if fewer than 10 members were present 

they had to sit in the congregation.
4. A peal of bells.
5. He was a Buddhist.
6. 85. (Did the donor expect as many?)
7. King Edward VII died on 6 May, 1910 and Knox’s 

celebrations were immediately postponed from late May to 
late June.

8. Southern Cemetery. Dr Stuart was asked to conduct a 
graveside service for a Scotsman whom the undertaker said 
was a Presbyterian. Two men arrived and took exception to 
the proceedings, saying the deceased had been a Catholic. 
One man attacked Dr Stuart.

9. A wedding celebrated by a non-Knox minister.
10. 6000 roof slates bought as spares.
11. Knox Auxiliary Hospital. In November the world-wide 

influenza epidemic hit Dunedin and in a few days Dunedin 
Hospital was overflowing. The SS buildings were swiftly 
organised to hold 74 beds.

12. He wanted to receive Holy Communion at home.

... and the answers to our historic quiz:

1. The Knox Church librarian 
reported in 1897 that there were 
200 volumes and the demand was 
in excess of supply. Who were listed 
as the greatest users at 
that time?

2. When the Stuart 
family [Knox’s first 
minister, right] arrived 
at Port Chalmers in 
January 1860, the 
harbourmaster and local 
minister went out to the 
ship in the channel and 
took gifts of fresh bread, 
butter, strawberries and 
cream. Later, when 
they landed at Dunedin 
jetty, two future Knox 
members met them with 
something else, equally appreciated. 
What was it?

3. The Choir members in 1965 were 
instructed to check something five 

minutes before a service. What was 
this?

4. Robert Glendining, a very generous 
donor to Knox and the city, left 
money to Knox in 1917 for a 
particular purpose. But after some 
years of deliberation the Deacons 
decided against this, although it 

needed Supreme Court approval 
to transfer the bequest to the 
New Organ Fund instead (see 
plaque on side of present organ). 
For what was the money left 
originally?
5.  In 1956 the Knox Scouts had a 
temporary Assistant Scoutmaster 
for whom they were given 
special permission from HQ in 
Wellington. Why was this?
6. In 1889 prizes were 
offered to Knox Sabbath School 
children for the correct recitation 
of a long list of selections from 
the Book of Proverbs. How many 

children won prizes?
7. Knox’s 50th Jubilee functions 

had to be held a month later than 

planned [in 1910]. Why was this?
8. In May 1869 a man was given 14 

days’ hard labour for threatening 
and then attacking Dr Stuart, 
who didn’t want to press charges 
but others called the police who 
insisted. Where did the argument 
take place and what was it about?

9. Knox used to charge a fee of one 
guinea for a particular concession, 
and in 1931 decided to discontinue 
this. What was the fee for?

10. In 1957 Knox paid £448 [the 
equivalent to about $126,000 
today] for some weighty items from 
a now defunct Dunedin firm. It is 
unlikely that they were used up, 
and they don’t now seem to be 
around. What were they?

11. Our Sunday School buildings in 
Great King Street had a temporary 
new name in 1918. What was it?

12. Why did an invalid member push 
for something and have to get 
Session’s special permission for it in 
1920?

Revisiting some perennial questions
Knox archivist Lyndall Hancock  
shares a quiz previously published 
in Knox News in December 2000:

• Answers below
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KNOX
CHURCH

Saturday
7 April

7:30 pm

Adult $35|Concession $25
Student $10|Child free

Beggs MusicWorks  or  Knox Church 
Office 9 am-noon (cash or cheque)
                        www.goo.gl/T9hvZq 
Ph 0800 289 849   General admission

Grief to Joy
Music for Easter

conductors
David Burchell  &  Mark Shaull  
soloists
Claire Barton
Ben Madden
Malcolm Leitch 

Bach: Cantata 66
Verdi: Stabat Mater
Finzi: Lo, the full, final sacrifice

and more...

DSO ensemble 
Douglas Mews
Diane P. Keller

MAIN STREET
SINGERS

TONIGHT!

A concert to mark the re-launch of the 
Friends of Knox Church Choir is being 
organised by the Friends’ committee. 
It will be held in the church on the 
afternoon of Sunday 15 April and 
will feature the Knox Church Choir, 
members of the Junior Choir and guest 
soloists. Entry by koha.
The concert was previously advertised 
for the 28 January, but because of the 
shortness of rehearsal time after the 
summer break, it was pushed out until 
after Easter.
Following the concert, afternoon tea 
will be provided in the Gathering Area 
for a gold coin donation.
The Friends of Knox Church Choir 
was originally set up as a support group 
for the choir, and also as a link between 
the choir and the congregation. 
Its aims are to assist with fundraising, 
social events and special musical 
events, and to promote membership 
within Knox and the wider Dunedin 
community.
Membership is by an annual donation, 
and members receive information 
about choir activities and achievements, 
and invitations to special events.  
The Friends committee has recently 
updated the choir brochure. 

This provides information about the 
choir and how to join it, and also how 
to become a member of Friends of 
Knox Church Choir. 
These will be available at the concert.
Whenever we have a discussion about 
what is done well at Knox Church, you 

can be sure that music and the choir 
feature prominently.  
Please come along to the concert to 
support the choir, then show your 
appreciation for the talent and hard 
work of its members and our Choir 
Director by becoming a Friend.

Knox Choir concert April 15
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Leunig:

Pilgrimage through Resurrection
American poet, artist and 
Benedictine oblate Christine 
Valters Paintner invites us 
to “practise resurrection” 
through the Arts. 

Lent is such a powerful season of 
pilgrimage through the desert, 
calling us to return to God with our 
whole hearts. We arrive at Easter eager 
to celebrate the reality of new life out 
of death, but sometimes forget this is 
another, even longer season, rather than 
a single day of celebration. What does 
50 days of practising resurrection look 
like? What would it mean to embark 
upon another pilgrimage to the heart 
of our own creativity in collaboration 
with the Great Artist at work, the one 
who brings newness from the old and 
discarded?
The story of Easter morning is such a 
story of surprise and complete reversal 
of expectation. Two of the disciples 

and Mary go very early 
to the tomb only to 
discover Jesus’ body is 
missing. They are deep 
in grief, then confused, 
and perhaps even angry 
that the body has 
been moved. Like all 

threshold moments of our lives, there is 
a powerful call here. Where you expect 
to find death, you suddenly discover the 
evidence — death — is gone. Where 
you expect to discover the broken body 
in the tomb you encounter one who has 
been transformed, but do not recognise 
it right away.
Jesus appears to Mary but she does not 
see him at first. In her grief she holds 
powerful assumptions about what has 
happened. She grasps on to an image 
of her beloved friend which no longer 
matches the reality. This encounter is 
Mary’s moment of call as Jesus sends 
her to witness to the disciples. She is 

being ushered on a new pilgrimage. The 
trajectory of her life is altered by this 
moment. 
I am captivated by the image of 
pilgrimage as a metaphor for our 
human journeying. Not just the 
physical journeys we make to outward 
places, but to the interior places of 
the heart, the new landscapes we are 
called to explore. Can we allow our 
own trajectories to be oriented in a new 
direction?
Often the call arrives to our own lives 
unbidden. Something happens which 
we did not expect and we need to shift 
our perspective to open our eyes to 
this new possibility. Sometimes it is an 
unwelcome event like death or illness. 
Sometimes we seek out a new adventure 
in our lives. Either way, a threshold is 
a liminal space, meaning in between 
places of security and knowing. On the 
threshold we are called to release what 

• Continues next page
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Knox and YouthGrow at the Farmers’ Market
If you happened to be at the 
Otago Farmers’ Market on 3 
March, you will have noted 
that OFM was celebrating its 
15th birthday. 
Hopefully you will have 
stopped at the familiar grey 
and yellow van on the railway 
platform to buy some hardy, 
guaranteed-to-thrive plants 
from YouthGrow.
YouthGrow is a horticultural 
business set up under the 
auspices of Presbyterian 
Support Otago to train and 
employ disadvantaged young 
people. 
Knox member Paul Crack 
recalls how as a then business 
advisor, he helped to obtain the 
nursery and land in Norwood 
Street which is YouthGrow’s home. 
Helped by international funds from 
the former Church Missionary 
Society, secured by Sandra Goodchild, 
YouthGrow opened in 2001 with 

strong practical support from Knox 
and Leith Valley parishioners. 
Paul was also a member (later Chair) of 
the Otago Farmers’ Market Trust and 
saw an opportunity for YouthGrow to 
participate. 

The Market has always 
allowed for community 
engagement and has 
strict quotas: growers; 
prepared foods; plants; 
community enterprises. 
YouthGrow “ticked 
enough boxes” and joined 
the ranks of regular 
stallholders.
Knox and Leith people 
continue to support 
YouthGrow, volunteering 
to work alongside a PSO 
staff member at the 
Market every Saturday 
morning during spring, 
summer and autumn. 
Pictured above is Murray 
Young of YouthGrow 
with Lee Somerville, one 

of YouthGrow’s original volunteers.. 
The nursery in North East Valley is 
open all year round.
In the meantime: Happy Birthday to 
the Otago Farmers’ Market!

Pilgrimage through Resurrection
we thought we knew and our desire 
to control what is to come. It is an 
incredibly vulnerable place to be.
Jesus tells Mary, “Do not hold on to 
me”. Do not grasp at this new wonder. 
Approach with open palms. Be ready 
to receive the gifts being offered. 
Know your life direction may take you 
somewhere unexpected.

… The call of Easter is this simple 
invitation: to step forth across the 
threshold, to release all you thought 
you knew, to hold your palms open, 
to say yes to what comes.

Do not hold too tightly to what you 
think the outcome should be. Let 
yourself be surprised. Release your 
expectations and be turned inside 
out. It is in the places of profound 
unknowing that we let ourselves enter 
into mystery. The resurrected life is at 
heart a great and mysterious process. 

It is not something 
we can understand on 
logical terms, it is only 
something we can live 
into and experience.
One way to practise 
this is by making a 
commitment to a creative 
practice. I like to describe 
art-making as pilgrimage. 
When we step into 
creating without agenda 
or plans, it is a process 
that leads us on a journey 
of discovery. We must 
lean into the threshold 
place of not knowing how 
something will turn out. 
We must risk being vulnerable.
Creativity can teach us to step into the 
threshold, hold ourselves open, and 
receive what arises (rather than what we 
think should happen). It is a powerful 
way to practise resurrection of daily life. 

You do not need to travel far outwardly 
to make this kind of pilgrimage.
Learn more about the author at: 
abbeyofthearts.com/about/about-
christine/

This reflection first appeared on 
www.patheos.com in April 2015.
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Knox Kids page

If you have ever wondered what 
happens when the children leave the 
church each Sunday morning, Louisa 
Sinclair enlightens you:

At Knox Sunday School this year 
we have the same teachers as last 

year for continuity. Anna Tarbotton, 
Claire Barton, Liz Somnium and I take 
Sunday School classes with the help of 
mums, dads and other whanau.
This year, we had decided to have a 
theme across the four terms and we 
have picked Giving. We hope to share 
with the children the understanding 
that giving is not just about money but 
also time and ourselves through our 
talents.
We have started the year of by talking 
about the Treaty of Waitangi and 
forming a Treaty of Sunday School. 
As a group, we thought of things that 
are important to us, we wrote these out 
and then each child did a hand print as 
a representation of their commitment. 
As new children come along we will 
ask them to add to this treaty.

Each week we try to follow a similar 

pattern with an 
opening prayer, often a 
bible verse followed by 
an activity, and then 
a closing prayer. The 
teachers encourage 
all the children, no 
matter their age, to be 
involved.
At the beginning of 
this term we spent 
time with each child 
and discussed their 
likes and dislikes so 
we can tailor Sunday 
School activities. 
After children attend 
five Sunday School 
classes they will receive 
a small gift. We hope 
this will encourage 
them to continue to attend.
An initiative we are aiming to embrace 
is Prayer Buddies, the idea being each 
child is paired up with a member of 
the congregation and they get to know 
each other over the course of the year 
and pray for each other.
For more information contact Louisa 

Sinclair through the church office (or 
via email: louisa_sinclair_07@yahoo.
co.uk) or come along and join in!

Proverbs 22:6
“Start children off on the way they 
should go, and even when they are 
old they will not turn from it.” (New 
International Version.)



Knox Walks!
“Walking with Knox was re-formed 
about three years ago,” says David 
Crerar.
There had been a similar group 
previously.
Janice Crerar is the main organiser. 
She and other organisers scope a trip 
approximately monthly and try to go 
somewhere new each time. Walks vary 
in their physical challenges. Some are 
simple walks along the road, and others 
include more challenging terrain, such 
as Harbour Cone and Sandymount.
Very little in the manner of special 
clothing or equipment is required. 
Good walking shoes are recommended, 
and participants should always carry or 
wear a waterproof jacket. 
There are always experienced walkers 
who can help those who need extra 
assistance.

“We estimate that, over the years, 
more than 50 members of the Knox 
community and their friends have 
joined us,” David says. 
“It is a particular pleasure to host 
new visitors to New Zealand in this 

manner. Our walks generally end with 
afternoon tea, either at Knox or at 
the homes of Liz and Lindsay Miller, 
Russell and Helen Thew or ourselves.”
Interested? Contact Janice care of 
davidcrerar1@gmail.com
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Knox people (and what we do!)

Knox Young Adults Group 
is starting up again for the 
year from 4 March, after the 
10am service.  There is an open 
invite to meet at Governors 
Cafe for a coffee (drinks on 
us!) We will also be starting 
up our fortnightly small group 
discussions that week so join 
the Facebook page (Knox 
Young Adults) or text Jordan 
Redding on 027 428 5234 for 
more information. Looking 
forward to meeting you!

What’s coming up next:
•	 Sun 4th March: After 

worship gathering at 
Governors Cafe

•	 Tue 6th: Young Adults’ 
small group

•	 Fri 9th: Dinner with the 
Minister

•	 Tue 20th Young Adults’ 
small group

•	 Mar 30th - Apr 8th Easter holidays
•	 Tue 10th April Young Adults’ small 

group
•	 Fri 13th - Sat 14th Overnight retreat at 

Quarantine Island (to be confirmed)
•	 Tue 24th Young Adults’ small group
•	 Tue 5th May Young Adults’ small 

group
•	 Tue 22nd Young Adults’ small group 

Join the Knox Young Adults
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Knox people (and what we do!) Delivered by:

Contact:

Contact Information

Minister: Kerry Enright 
477-0229, 0274 675-542 or 

email minister@knoxchurch.net

Clerk of Council 
Alison Tait 476-1778 

or 021 136-2404
alison.tait@xtra.co.nz

Clerk of Deacons Court 
SuzanneBishop 476-3271
suzken.bishop@xtra.co.nz

Planned Giving Secretary 
Helen Thew 471-2147

r.h.thew@xtra.co.nz

Treasurer
Janice Tofia 473-9876

janice.tofia@gmail.com

Organist & Choir Director  
Karen Knudson 477-2749

Church Officer 
Benjamin Thew 477-0229 

churchofficer@knoxchurch.net

Parish Office
Church secretary:

Jacqui Carroll,
 449 George St

Phone (03) 477-0229
Mon-Fri 9am-Noon

  
449 George St, Dunedin, 9016

 admin@knoxchurch.net  
 www.knoxchurch.net

For more news and 
photos from Knox 
Church, please follow 
us on Twitter 
@ KnoxChurchDUN 
and “Like” our page on 
FaceBook. Follow the links 
from our website:

www.knoxchurch.net

“A small group of us (three to five) 
meet on Tuesdays at 8am in the 
Gathering Area for 50 minutes of yoga 
and relaxation,” says church secretary, 
Jacqui Carroll. “No experience of yoga 
is necessary; you do not need to be able 
touch your toes! Everyone can join in 
and is good at something.”
Just wear comfortable clothing you can 
move easily in, and bring a yoga mat 
if you have one or a towel to lie on. 
Group members offer a koha at each 
session.

— Contact Jacqui at the 
Office, 477-0229, for 

more information.

Yoga kicks off
again Tuesdays

A Rocha is a Christian 
environmental conservation 
organisation committed to 
creation care, environmental 
advocacy and practical 
conservation. It is an 
international organisation 
founded in Portugal. A Rocha is 
Portugese for “the rock”.
“A Rocha Dunedin meets 
approximately monthly to 
partake in fellowship, worship, 
and a variety of environmental 
conservation projects,” says Knox 
Church contact Jordan Redding. 
“In particular, we have an ongoing 
relationship with Tirohanga Camp in 

restoring some of its land to native 
bush.
“Sometimes the projects require 
walking as well as physical labour 
(a variety of tasks suited to all ages 
and abilities). Gardening clothes and 
tools are helpful but not necessary.
“The monthly gatherings can vary 
[in attendance] from five to 20, 
depending on the project and time 
of year. 
“The network is much wider and 
involves people from many different 
faith and community groups,” he 
says.

• To find out more or to get 
involved, contact Rev Selwyn 

Yeoman, Church of Christ 
Community Church. 

Email: cofc.community@gmail.com

Choir:
Like to sing?
Knox Church Choir needs 
singers and those who would 
like to improve their singing 
and musicianship skills.
We rehearse in the church halls 
each Wednesday night from 
5.15pm to 6.30pm (children) 
and 6-8pm (adults). We 
rehearse again for 40 minutes 
before the 10am service on 
Sundays.
We are particularly keen to 
hear from sopranos but all 
voice types will be welcome 
to audition at the weekly 
rehearsals. Music supplied!


