
hope, redemption and relationship. So, what 
happened? How did it turn into stuff, stress 
and debt? Somehow we’ve traded the best story 
in the world for the story of what’s on sale.”
Ten years ago, five ministers imagined a better 
Christmas practice for their own communities. 
Today, Advent Conspiracy is a global 
movement of people and churches resisting the 
cultural Christmas narrative of consumption 
by choosing a revolutionary Christmas 
through worshipping fully, spending less, 
giving more and loving all. Giving More and 
Loving All. (www.adventconspiracy.org/#conspire)
This year, they encourage people to consider 
those without clean water. Some of the most 
joyous events I have been part of have been 
at the blessing of a tap or a tank. In south 
India, with a band playing, villagers dancing, 
dignitaries processing and a massive sign 
of welcome, a community celebrated their 

first tap in the town. In Zimbabwe, the 
community gathered to dedicate guttering to 
gather precious water and tanks to keep it, in 
a region that relied on rain water. In Papua 
New Guinea women and girls no longer had 
to walk kilometres to fill containers of water. 
In parts of the Pacific tanks kept fresh water 
as invading salt water wrecked crops. God is 
surely present with taps and tanks, with school 
books and mangroves. Among other things, 
at birthdays and Christmas we give each other 
cows, taps, tanks and guttering using gift 
cards from one or two reputable development 
agencies.
The agency Knox supports is Christian World 
Service. This year their gifts are more diverse 
than water and it is a place to go. (gift.org.nz)
God help us to worship fully, spend less, give 
more, love all.                    

— In Christ, Kerry
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A blessed Advent and 
Christmas to you and 
yours.
Can Christmas still 
change the world?
That’s a question 
Advent Conspiracy 
asks. They say “The 
Christmas story 
is a story of love, 

A day out in Otago 
Harbour; photos: p19

The General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church 
of Aotearoa opening 
ceremony at Knox 
Church on November 
15 attracted more than 
600 people. Moderator 
Richard Dawson, of  
Leith Valley, Dunedin 
was welcomed in a long 
but happy service.
• More photos: page 11

New Moderator
right at home

Photo: Ian Thomson
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Knox Church Council news
At our October 
meeting we 
welcomed 
Lillian Brown 
and David 
Crerar as new 
council members 
and thanked 
retiring members 
Melville Carr 
and David 
Mann for their 
service on 
Council. 
As we seek 
to encourage 
a faith-driven approach to giving, 
church planning and budgeting, we 
are heartened by the positive feedback 
that our visitors have received in our 
2016 Christian Giving programme. 
Thank you everyone. 
In the lead-up to our 2017 annual 
planning and January retreat, 
members of the congregation are 
invited to contribute ideas to goal 
group conveners — Education: 
Rosemary Tarbotton (interim); 
Worship: Linda Holloway; 
Outreach: Mavis Duncanson; 
Caring Community: Pat Hoffman; 
and Deacons Court: Chris Bloore. 
Following our 2016 AGM it was 
agreed that we invite the Presbytery 

to convene a panel to review the 
current Knox governance structure. 
This work has commenced. The 
panel has scheduled meetings with 
the Deacons Court, Council, retired 
elders and other Knox members 
during November, and will report its 
findings to the Presbytery Ministry 
Workgroup who will then engage with 
Knox. People can send comments to 
the panel via the convenor Dr Graham 
Redding (redding@paradise.net.nz).
And finally, I would like to extend my 
warmest best wishes to each and every 
one of you for a joyful Christmas and 
a peaceful New Year. 
Kia manaaki atua koutou,

— Donald Shand, Moderator
Photo: Ian Thomson

According to exit polls in the 
United States, 81 per cent of white 
Protestant Evangelicals gave 
their vote to Donald Trump. For 
conservative Republican, Peter 
Wehlan (pictured, inset), that 
support is deeply troubling:

Time and again US president-elect 
Donald Trump has shown contempt 
for those he perceives as weak 
and vulnerable — “losers,” in his 
vernacular. They include P.O.W.s, 
people with disabilities, those 
he deems physically unattractive 
and those he considers politically 
powerless. He disdains compassion 

and empathy 
… What Mr 
Trump admires 
is strength. For 
him, a person’s 
intrinsic worth 
is tied to worldly 
success and above 
all to power.
[Addressing 

evangelicals at one rally during the 
campaign] Mr Trump mentioned 
some variation of power six times 
in eight sentences, to a group of 
individuals who have professed their 
love and loyalty to Jesus, who in 

his most famous sermon declared, 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit” and 
“Blessed are the meek”; who said, “My 
strength is made perfect in weakness” 
and who was humiliated and crucified 
by the powerful.
To better understand Mr Trump’s 
approach to life, ethics and politics, 
we should not look to Christ but 
to Friedrich Nietzsche, who was 
repulsed by Christianity and Christ. 
… Whether or not he has read a 
word of Nietzsche (I’m guessing not), 
Mr Trump embodies a Nietzschean 
morality rather than a Christian one. 

• Continues on Page 3

“The older I get, the surer I am that I’m 
not running the show.”

“If you don’t become the ocean, you’ll 
be seasick every day.”

“A heavy burden lifted from my soul; I 
heard that love was out of my control.”

“My heart sings of your longing for me,
and my thoughts climb down to 
marvel at your mercy.
I do not fear as you gather up my days.
Your name is the sweetness of time,
and you carry me close into the night,
speaking consolations...”.

“Ring the bells that still can ring 
Forget your perfect offering 
There is a crack in everything 
That’s how the light gets in.” 
 
“Please make me empty, if I’m empty 
then I can receive, if I can receive 
it means it comes from somewhere 
outside of me, if it comes from outside 
of me I’m not alone! I cannot bear this 
loneliness. Above all it is loneliness.” 

— Leonard Cohen, Canadian 
songwriter who died on Nov 10

Hallelujah for
Leonard Cohen



David Crerar:
We could perhaps do an entire 
theological assessment of David 
Crerar based on his choice of 
ties. Penguin ties. It’s not as 
frivolous as it sounds, for David 
is revealing his deep love for 
and appreciation of creation — 
particularly the frozen continent 
to our South, the Antarctic. 
Our new Council member has 
visited the Antarctic 10 times, 
beginning with a trip as a 
Queen Scout in 1964. He’s been 
an officer in charge of Scott 
Base (1988-89), a cruise ship 
lecturer and tour guide with a 
special interest in the history 
of Antarctic exploration, and, for six 
years, chairman of the international 
Antarctic Heritage Trust (helping to 
preserve the Scott, Shackleton and 
Borchgrevink huts in the Ross Sea 
region). 
David’s love of the great outdoors 
was fostered in his youth, growing 
up in Hanmer Springs and joining 
the Scouts. Rugby, tramping, skiing, 
swimming, and mountaineering were 

favourite pastimes as a student and 
young man.
His commitment to the church also 
began early. Baptised at Chalmers 
Church Timaru, he attended Sunday 
School and youth group in Hanmer 
Springs, and went to Bible classes at 
two different churches when he shifted 
to Christchurch for high school and 
tertiary study.
He graduated with a law degree from 
Canterbury University in 1971, joining 

a local firm and quickly becoming 
partner. He and Janice married 
in 1973 at Avonhead Presbyterian 
Church, and made their home in 
Rangiora where they raised three 
children together: Louise (Hong 
Kong), Amy (Motueka) and Andrew 
(Christchurch).
David was made a coroner for North 
Canterbury in 1976, and transferred 
to Dunedin to become the Otago 
Southland coroner in 2007. It was at 
this time that the couple joined Knox, 
having been members of John Knox 
Presbyterian church in Rangiora for 
over 30 years. 
Since joining Knox Dunedin, David 
and Janice have been active members, 
including serving morning tea 
together, leading Walking Together 
excursions, serving on Council 
(Janice was a member for a term), and 
David being a Trustee of the Knox 

Foundation.
— Jill Rutherford

Lillian Brown:
Lillian has been part of the Knox 
family for 50 years. She remembers 
going to Sunday School and Youth 
Group in the old church building, and 
attending Brownies in the old Stuart 
Hall at Frederick and Great King 
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Knox welcomes two new council members
David Crerar and Lillian 
Brown are the newly 
elected members of Knox 
Church Council:

The Power and the Glory
It is characterized by indifference to 
objective truth (there are no facts, 
only interpretations), the repudiation 
of Christian concern for the poor 
and the weak, and disdain for 
the powerless. … For Nietzsche, 
strength was intrinsically good and 
weakness was intrinsically bad. So, 
too, for Donald Trump. Mr Trump’s 
entire approach to politics rests on 
dehumanisation. If you disagree 
with him or oppose him, you are not 
merely wrong. You are worthless, 
stripped of dignity, the object of 
derision. This attitude is central to 

who Mr Trump is and explains why it 
pervaded his campaign. As president, 
that might-makes-right perspective 
would infect his entire administration.
All of this is important because of 
what it says about Mr Trump... But 
it is also revealing for what it says 
about Christians who now testify 
on his behalf (there are plenty who 
don’t). The calling of Christians is 
to be “salt and light” to the world, 
to model a philosophy that defends 
human dignity, and to welcome the 
stranger in our midst. It is to stand for 
justice, dispense grace and be agents of 
reconciliation in a broken world. And 

it is to take seriously the words of the 
prophet Micah, “And what does the 
Lord require of you but to do justly, 
and to love kindness and mercy, and 
to humble yourself and walk humbly 
with your God?”
Evangelical Christians who are 
enthusiastically supporting Donald 
Trump are signalling, even if 
unintentionally, that this calling has 
no place in politics and that Christians 
bring nothing distinctive to it — that 
their past moral proclamations were 
all for show and that power is now the 
name of the game.

• This editorial first appeared 
in the New York Times.

• Continued from Page 2

• Continues on Page 5



In typical Kiwi fashion, 
I’ll start with a note 
about the weather. 
About a month ago now, 
summer’s overbearing 
heat ended abruptly and 
autumn began. And 
it began dramatically, 
with heavy rain and 
strong wind. Now, the 
typhoon season is behind 
us, although the rain 
has lingered, but I don’t 
mind (except for when 
it defeats my outdoor 
plans). Anyway, seasons 
keep life interesting, and 
everything and everyone 
seems to change and 
adapt around them.
The start of the new 
semester was met with a 
few challenges, such as 
textbook changes, and 
a new Korean English 
teacher to cover for 
my usual co-teacher’s 
maternity leave. Both 
have worked out really 
well — the textbooks 
giving me more freedom 
with the curriculum, and 
the teacher’s support and helpfulness 
has been great.
Overall, I feel much more comfortable, 
involved and connected with life 
here at school. It takes a shift in 
perspective and understanding when 
communicating and negotiating 
with Korean culture, and I still make 
assumptions that I’ll be understood 
without fully considering the cultural 
shift. A few weeks ago, for example, I 
showed my middle one class (of three 
students) a picture of the Mona Lisa 
holding a cat, to elicit the language 
we were learning. The first thing they 
commented on, however, was not the 
cat, but the fact that her “eyebrows 
are strange!” Facial features are very 
important in Korean society.
Older bro’ Sam came to visit a couple 
of weeks into the semester. The weather 
was a mixed bag, but we were able to 

get out and about a fair bit over his 
short stopover here. 
We visited the home of a doctor friend 
of mine, whose clinic is in Sanseo, near 
the school. I’ve got to know him and 
his family well since my first day at the 
school, and it was great to introduce 
Sam (also a doctor) for a medical 
chinwag. It was great to catch up with 
Sam and show him my slice of life here 
in Korea.
In early September, I started attending 
the English worship service at Jungbu 
church in Jeonju. I’m now used to the 
hour-long bus ride each week, and I 
always bring my Korean textbook on 
the bus to pass the time. I feel a strong 
sense of belonging to the community 
there, and the services and fellowship 
are great. Because the congregation 
is made up almost entirely of fellow 
expats, and because there are always 
new faces, the church has a strong 

sense of transformation and 
moving forward.
In mid-September, the entire 
country braced itself for Chuseok 
— Korean Thanksgiving. 
Chuseok is a time for families to 
come together, but it couldn’t be 
more different from the relaxed 
family traditions of a Kiwi 
Christmas. Korean families have 
a number of formalities that 
they have to undertake, which 
causes quite a lot of stress, and 
greatly increases the traffic on the 
roads. On Chuseok, families visit 
ancestral graves and home towns, 
which are often way out in the 
countryside. I was very fortunate 
to be invited to another teacher’s 
home, and as fascinating and 
enjoyable as it was (and as good 
as the food was), it was slightly 
overwhelming to meet so many 
extended family members, who 
would arrive in family groups, 
sit down for an hour for a quick 
meal, and then continue on their 
way for further Chuseok events. 
Phew!
A couple of weeks later, I visited 
the town of Gochang with my 
teacher’s class at school to see 

the extensive fortress wall used for 
hundreds of years to repel Japanese 
invasions. We feasted our eyes on the 
fields of red spider lilies, and feasted 
our bellies on grilled eel. Yum!
One rainy day at the very end of 
September, I reunited, for the first 
time since February, with my fellow 
English teachers from orientation 
who’d also been assigned across 
Jeollabuk-do province. We piled into 
a bus bound for the southern coastal 
city of Suncheon. It rained heavily all 
day, but I didn’t mind, as there was 
a lot of catching up to do! Hopefully 
we’ll all meet again soon. We’ve all 
come so far! Unfortunately, I left my 
credit card in a café in the Suncheon 
Bay National Garden (which, by the 
way, was spectacular, with showcases 
from around the world – but no NZ 
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News from Nic in Korea
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section!), so I returned 
the next day for 
Suncheon, round two!
The following weekend, 
I journeyed to Seoul for 
the second time since 
my arrival in Korea. 
Along with another 
teacher from school, 
we visited Yanghwajin 
cemetery, in which are 
buried many of the earliest protestant 
missionaries to Korea. I learnt so much 
about the dedication and sacrifice 
of the missionaries, and their role in 
transforming Korea. Their names 
live on in the hospitals, schools, and 
universities they left behind, some of 
which we visited. Teaching-wise, the 
following couple of weeks were very 
fulfilling, but stress and tiredness soon 
crept back into school as the mid-term 

exam week loomed ever closer. This 
has been a particularly difficult time 
for the final-year high school students, 
where every point matters for university 
entrance. The exams happened last 
week, and regardless of how they went, 
the students were well and truly glad 
to be done. As a reward, some of the 
teachers and the students went on a 
trip to Jeongeup, where we visited the 
Gujeolcho (Siberian Chrysanthemum) 
gardens. The scenery was spectacular, 

and the day concluded by a 
general overstuffing of Jajang 
noodles, rice and Jjamppong.
And that brings me to now. I’m 
in the midst of another full-on 
week at school, but it’s great to be 
back in the swing of things after 
exams. Just as a couple of English 
teachers, and good friends, left 
Namwon, so have two more 
arrived, and so it’s always nice to 
meet other foreigners (Kiwis are 

a bit thin on the ground, though!). All 
in all, I feel like I’m becoming more 
and more connected here — growing, 
learning, and strengthening. I’ve 
certainly come a long way since day 
one! I could go on, like the time I was 
shown around Gwangju by a total 
stranger (a Korean guy), but I can sense 
you’re starting to fall asleep now …

— Nic Haslam
www.setonthejourney.blogspot.co.nz
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streets. She and 
husband Barry 
were married at 
Knox in 1979, 
and together they 
brought up their 
three children — Melina, Anthony 
and Haley — as active members of 
the Knox community.
Ordained an elder in 1988, 
Lillian has served on a number 
of church groups over the years, 
including Service and Fellowship, 
the Education Committee, 
Communications Committee, and 
been a Guide leader, Youth Group 
leader, and Sunday School teacher. 
She was part of the groups that 
initiated changes to the Pastoral Web 
and the shift from a Session to a 
Council, and on a support group for 
our most recent ministerial intern. 
Lillian has a real love for church 
music (although perhaps not for 
some of the patriarchal language!), 

and is a stalwart of 
the alto section in the 
Knox choir.
Her church 
commitments took a 
back seat for a while 
as she went back to 
the University to 
study towards her 

Bachelor of Science majoring in 
Psychology and Human Nutrition, 
with a DipGrad in Theology 
(Christian Spirituality and Pastoral 
Counselling). She has worked in 
the addictions field for almost 10 
years with the Salvation Army as 
programme facilitator and case 
worker for the Pathways for Women 
programme.
Lillian, who has recently welcomed 
three more baby grandchildren 
(including twins!), is particularly 
passionate about fostering healthy 
relationships and building 
communities — a passion she is 
looking forward to bringing to her 
role on Council.

Knox welcomes council members
He will come like last leaf’s fall.
One night when the November wind
has flayed the trees to bone, and earth
wakes choking on the mould,
the soft shroud’s folding.
He will come like frost.
One morning when the shrinking earth
opens on mist, to find itself
arrested in the net
of alien, sword-set beauty.
He will come like dark.
One evening when the bursting red
December sun draws up the sheet
and penny-masks its eye to yield
the star-snowed fields of sky.
He will come, will come,
will come like crying in the night,
like blood, like breaking,
as the earth writhes to toss him free.
He will come like child.

— Rowan Williams, “The Poems of 
Rowan Williams” (published by Grand 

Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 2004), 31. 

Advent Calendar: a poem
by Rowan Williams • Continues from 

Page 3
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Marion:
My six-month stint as a Red Cross 
volunteer has passed very quickly. I 
wonder if it has gone so quickly for 
the Syrian families who arrived in 
Dunedin in late April? They have 
faced many challenges and achieved 
an enormous amount in that relatively 
short time.
I was assigned to assist with a family 
of six; mother, father and four children 
aged from three to 12 years. In the 
first few weeks, there was much to do 
as they attended appointments and 
dealt with the many practical tasks of 
settling in their new home. They have 
now achieved an admirable degree of 
independence and it has been heart-
warming to see how their initial 
bewilderment and reserve has changed 
to a new confidence.
The children are loving school and 
progressing at a great rate, particularly 
in their language skills. On a recent 
very warm day, the five-year-old 
arrived home from school exclaiming 

in English how hot she was feeling. 
When I asked her what she had learnt 
in school that day she answered me 
in Maori. For the adults, the desire to 
find employment is a real incentive to 
improve their language skills. They 
attend classes run by English Language 
Partners for 12 hours each week and 
also have individual home tuition with 
volunteer tutors. I feel for them as they 
struggle with our irregular verbs and 
strange spellings but they are highly 
motivated and keen to learn.
Our new Syrian citizens are gracious, 

hospitable people, devout in their 
Islam faith and eager to become fully 
contributing members of the Dunedin 
community. They are happy to be here 
in a safe and accepting environment, 
but this happiness is tempered with 
sadness for all the things that they 
have lost, most particularly the contact 
with families and friends who continue 
to experience hardship and danger. 
Regardless of how long they are here, 
that sadness will remain a part of their 
lives.

— Marion Christie

John and Janet:
Being a Red Cross Refugee Support 
Volunteer was the best — and the 
worst — of times.
This experience working with former 
refugees escaping the five-year terrors 
of war and destruction in Syria has 
been an amazing mixture, both 
profound and challenging at every 
turn. At the end of our six-month 
contract with Red Cross NZ, I would 
say it’s been one of the most seminal 
and life-changing experiences.
The most difficult thing for me has 
been surmounting the language 
barrier. The most frustrations lurked 
in that apparent barrier and yet the 
funniest and most human sharing 

erupted out of misunderstandings 
because of cross-cultural interaction 
across the language barrier. “Mr 
Google” and his Arabic-English 
app was a constant to begin with, 
however we became quite creative 
and skilled in gesticulations which 
eventually allowed us to see lights of 
understanding go on in our friends’ 
eyes. They also would know when we 
“got it” too. There were times when, 
in transliteration, we all got it wrong.
The children now often act as 
interpreters, and we can converse in 
English on the telephone, face-to-face 
or by email and text and understand 
each other quite adequately. Our 
combined patience has been rewarded 
by growing confidence in our mutual 

abilities to communicate.
The best of times have been had 
around fabulous Syrian food and 
wonderful and generous hospitality 
between our homes. For me, on 
reflection our Syrian family has 
become “our” family very quickly. 
We love being together in each other’s 
homes, going out to the airport 
to welcome Rachael home from 
overseas, going to the Schools’ Otago 
Polyfest and being very proud of our 
three schoolgirls in their hijabs, each 
wearing a Maori band around their 
head whilst taking a full part in their 
school’s offering to the fest.
But wider than that, I think the best 
has been their very giftedness not only 

Welcoming our new refugee neighbours
Refugees from the conflict in Syria 
are having a profound effect on 
Dunedin, particularly on volunteers 
who are in the front line of helping 
them adapt to their new lives here. 
Here are some of the stories of their 
experience:

• Continues on Page 7
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From The Star newspaper:
Helping the first group of former 
refugees settle in to Dunedin has been 
a “privilege” for Knox members and  
Red Cross volunteers John Elder and 
Janet Sim Elder.
They were among the first contingent 
of volunteers to assist the 49 Syrian 
refugees who arrived in the city in 
April, and ended their official six-
month stint at the end of October.
The combination of local meetings 
before Dunedin was designated a 
refugee resettlement centre and the 
“dreadful images” on the news —
especially of Alan Kurdi, the Syrian 
refugee child who drowned in the 
Mediterranean — had inspired the 
couple to volunteer, Janet said. 
John said it was “a grave humanitarian 
crisis I couldn’t not respond to”.
The natural response was to become 
a support volunteer and help settle 
one of the arriving families in to their 
new city. Their family of six became 
very trusting of their volunteers 
within weeks and even the language 
barrier did not stop them being able to 
“communicate on a human-to-human 
level”, he said.

The couple, who were both wearing 
Red Cross T-shirts with photos of 
Albert Einstein with the text “Einstein 
was a refugee”, said they wore their Red 
Cross identification “with pride”.
Janet said the new residents had “been 
a gift to this city and to the country”, 
while their arrival had also “unleashed 
a spirit of generosity” from the 
Dunedin community.
While their official volunteering would 
wind up at the end of the month, “a 

deep friendship really has evolved” 
with their family.
The next group of refugees has arrived 
in Dunedin. About 29 people were 
expected to be in the group, mostly 
family groups, including at least two 
Palestinian households. 
* To find out more about being a 
refugee support volunteer, contact 
Dunedin Red Cross on (03) 477-1527.

— Greta Yeoman
(of The Star), photo and text 

Janet and John
find a way to
help out

to us, but to our whole community. 
The spirit of overflowing generosity 
has been stunning. From all over the 
city and beyond, people have given 
basic things that the families have 
needed to set up home in a completely 
foreign context so contrasted with 
their own thousands upon thousands 
of years of proud history, learning 
and customs which have been gifts to 
civilisation.
The Taieri Gorge Railway, WINZ 
and Housing New Zealand, and the 
health system have all stepped up 
and gone the extra miles to help with 
resettlement here. 
The combined churches, community 

organisations and Knox people have 
given so generously to the whole 
resettlement process and others 
are working on future help for 
tertiary education and work skills. 
The mosque has been open and 
welcoming of us all, local iwi have 
been the wonderful welcoming hosts 
they always are to these newcomers 
and the City Council has played its 
part with compassion as well.
Perhaps the very best thing is that we 
have grown in our understanding of 
our common humanity, our shared 
tradition in the three Abrahamic faith 
strands — we are all daughters and 
sons of Abraham. We were deeply 
moved when our Syrian family said 

they were praying to Allah/God for 
the safety of our daughter’s return 
home journey from the USA. There 
have been many times when we have 
said we were praying for them and 
their family back in Syria, Lebanon 
and Turkey. We saw how they took 
prayer seriously, especially during 
Ramadan. 
They are courageous and resilient 
people who love Dunedin and 
the community they live in. Their 
motivation now is focused on work 
and education for their children who 
are their future in this country which 
they want to repay for allowing them 
to come and find refuge in our midst.

—John Elder and Janet Sim Elder

• Continues from Page 6
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Christmas Carol a musical treat for the whole family
Opera Otago is mounting 
a production of  Charles 
Dickens’s “A Christmas Carol” 
in November with several of its 
cast  being Knox people. 

This is an opera based on Charles 
Dickens’s 1843 novella about the 
miserly Ebenezer Scrooge, set to 
music by Christchurch composer 
Philip Norman. It is in a musical 
theatre style which will make 
it enjoyable for kids as well as 
adults. There is plenty of comic 
relief and audience participation 
with the odd spot of Christmas 
carol singing. 
This is the first Opera Otago 
production that has included a 
chorus for about 10 years. 
There are in fact two choruses, 
one of about two dozen adults 
and the other with roughly the same number of children. 
There won’t be a dry eye in the house when the kid’s 
perform their “Alms for the Poor” number, and the ballet 
scene in the Ali Baba sequence is fast and furious.

Several members of Knox Choir 
are involved with this production, 
including Sarah Hubbard, who plays 
Belinda, Lillian Gibb as Belle, and 
Jesse Hanan as the young Scrooge. 
Others are Alex Mcadam with his dad, 
John, Geoff Swift and Anna Tarbotton.
Production rehearsals are now well 
under way with “books down” for 
the first production rehearsal with 
Australian director Christine Douglas. 
The rehearsal schedule is pretty intense 
with daily rehearsals from 6.30pm 
to 9.30 each day during the week 
and 2pm to 10pm on Saturdays and 
Sundays.
The show opens at the Mayfair 
Theatre, King Edward St, South 
Dunedin on Saturday November 
26 at 7.30pm and runs over six days 
and nights, closing with a matinee 
performance on Sunday, December 4.

Tickets are available online from: operaotago.co.nz or in 
person by calling into Harriet Moir’s shop “Miracle” in the 
Wall Street Mall.

— Geoff Swift

David Mann:
Recently on National Radio Sunday 
Morning programme, host Wallace 
Chapman and Professor Jim Flynn 
were discussing the Torchlight List 
— Professor Flynn’s list of the best 
modern authors, which is also a 
radio series on RNZ.
During the interview, Professor 
Flynn referred to a character in one 
of the books as having “the spirit of 
goodness — a way we can all see 
God”. David Mann embodies that 
spirit of goodness. 
In his recently completed term on 
Knox Church Council, David was 
a member of council for three years, 
starting in 2013. 
During this time, he has been 
something of a memory for and 
conscience of the council in terms of 
keeping our attention on the detail, 
following formal process and ensuring 
that all matters as outlined in the 
agenda are addressed.

David, because of his history at Knox 
and being the man he is (excuse the 
pun), knows about, connects with and 
provides pastoral support to very many 
people in the congregation and wider 
membership. 
Invariably, he applies his humanity and 

compassion to everything that he 
does. 
His contributions to council 
thinking and decision-making are 
balanced and logical. 
It’s not David’s way to 
unnecessarily take up time or to 
fill the gap with words. Rather, 
it’s David’s way to be thoughtful 
and, when necessary, forceful, 
which signals his strongly held 
views on the matter at hand. 
Beware the glance from David or 
the “point of order, Moderator” 
which normally signals that we 
have strayed from the path and 
really need to get back on it. 
David, we have enjoyed your 
intelligent contribution to Knox 

council, we thank you sincerely for 
your very fine contribution to the 
governance of Knox.
Go well David. 
Keep hold of your spirit of goodness.

— Donald Shand

David Mann finishes three-year term on council
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Knox folk were involved in another 
great tree-planting day with A Rocha 
on Sunday October 9, this time at 
Harbour Cone on Otago Peninsula. 
We planted a variety of native trees on 
a steep slope at Smiths Creek with Save 
the Otago Peninsula.
One aim of this planting was to 
improve the quality of water entering 
Smiths Creek. It has some pretty cool 
aquatic inhabitants — native galaxiids, 
eels and redfin bully — and the 
plantings will help them out.
Another purpose of this type of 
planting is to regenerate forest and 
provide habitat for native plants and 
wildlife. Most of the species we planted 
provide fruit or nectar that birds, 
reptiles and invertebrates feed on.
We planted a variety of species 
including mapou, miro, totara, 
lemonwood, three-finger, wineberry 
and cabbage tree.
We surrounded the base of the plants 
with coffee sacks (to suppress weeds) 
and rabbit-proofing.
The final event for the year is coming 
up at Tirohanga in November.

Planting out at Harbour Cone

Whenever we discuss what Knox 
Church does well, music and the choir 
feature prominently. Why not show 
your appreciation and support for the 
choir and choir director and become a 
Friend of Knox Church Choir?
Initiated by Rev 
Dr Susan Jones 
(associate minister 
2002-2004) who 
saw the need for 
a support group 
for the choir, 
the Friends are 
a link between 
the choir and the 
congregation. 
The Friends committee, led by Carolyn 
Richardson and Lee Somerville, is 
currently updating its membership list. 
And in early December, a revamped 
promotional brochure and membership 
drive will be launched.

What do we do? We plan social 
events; organise fundraising activities; 
help supervise the younger choristers; 
promote membership both externally 
and within the Knox community; and 
help promote special music-focussed 

services, 
concerts and 
the choir in 
general. We 
also assist 
with choir 
administration.
For an 
annual Friend 
subscription 
of $20 

($25 per couple or family) you will 
receive information about upcoming 
events, choir news and members’ 
achievements, and invitations to be 
involved with special performances and 
social events. 

Working alongside Carolyn and Lee 
are: Jo Baldwin, Scott Blackwell, Kim 
Kemp, Karen Knudson, Andrew Meek 
and Anna Togneri.
If you have any questions at all, they 
can help you. Please look out for the 
new brochure so you too can support 
our choir!

— Lee Somerville

Become a Friend of Knox Church Choir
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It was with sadness that 
family and friends said their 
farewells to Muriel Churcher 
on 6 November. Muriel was 
the wife of former Knox 
minister, the late Rev Neil 
Churcher (with whom she is 
pictured). Neil and Muriel 
came to Knox in 1984 and 
it wasn’t long before we got 
to know this quiet but very 
strong woman.
She quickly became well-
known for her wonderfully 
generous hospitality. Her delicious 
soups and muffins were shared with 
many people over the years. 
Muriel was the quiet organiser behind 
Neil, keeping the household running, 
embracing other families and children, 
and also making time for her own 
reading and crafts — she was a 

beautiful weaver. She also facilitated an 
Education For Ministry group which 
met for several years in the lounge of 
the Queen Street manse. 
Muriel was a valued member of the 
Knox Book Club for many years. 
Her love of reading continued right 
to the end of her life, and as her body 

began to fail, her mind 
remained very sharp 
and alert, and she was 
able to pass the time by 
reading constantly. 
She inspired and 
enriched the lives of 
many people at Knox, 
and throughout New 
Zealand, in the many 
places she and Neil, and 
their family, have lived.
While we are sad to say 
goodbye to Muriel, we 

know she is now free from pain, and 
she is where she has wanted to be for 
some years now — together again with 
her beloved Neil, who died in 2010. 
She will always be remembered with 
love by those who were blessed to know 
her.

— Tricia Warwick-Naziris

Farewell, Muriel Churcher

Vale, Lenore Wilson
Knox bid adieu to Lenore 
Wilson in September. Lenore, a 
former member who kept ties to 
Knox, died at the age of 89. 
Described as a “kind-hearted, 
energetic lady with a lively 
interest in all”, Lenore will be 
remembered as the very capable 
organiser of Knox visitors at the 
Dunedin hospital.
Visiting had been occurring on 
an ad-hoc basis since the 1950s, 
but under Lenore, who took 
over the organising in the 1970s, 
it was put on a solid footing 
with eight to 10 Knox members 
contracted to visit once a week. Each visitor had his or her own 
ward, and would start with the Chaplain’s office first, where they 
would copy down any “Presbyterian” names listed on the ward 
charts (charts noted patients’ religion but no medical details). 
Lyndall Hancock notes: “It was a good system, the Knox one, and 
it worked smoothly under Lenore for 20 years.” However, sadly, the 
1993 Privacy Act put a stop to the Knox visitors (only Chaplains 
may visit today, and then only by invitation).
During the 1960s, Lenore was also involved in the running of a 
Knox Church coffee bar for hospital visitors in the northwest room 
of the old parish halls on Great King Street.
Lenore, who was the wife of the late E. Vern Wilson, died on 5 
September, surrounded by her family. She would have turned 90 on 
1 November.

A lovely lady has 
passed away. Joy 
Batts, wife of 
Graham Batts, 
“slipped the 
surly bonds of 
Earth” on 14 
November after 
a long illness. 
Described by 
those who knew 
her as “a quiet, 
gentle soul” 
who enjoyed 
travelling and 
playing bridge, 
she will be 
deeply missed 
by many. 
Graham and Joy 
moved to Knoxmany years ago at the same time as 
a few other members of the Hanover Street Baptist 
Church when the church building was sold. 
Joy was on the cradle roll/creche as a helper when it 
was held over in the halls and was also on the flower 
roster. 
She and Graham have three sons, one and 
grandchildren in the UK. Her funeral was held at 
Knox Church on Thursday 17 November.

Adieu, Joy Batts
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General Assembly at Knox Church, 15 Nov:

Photos: Ian Thomson
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Melville Carr:
Stick around for long enough, 
and you’ll see a few changes. Get 
involved, and you can be part of 
those changes. Melville Carr has left 
the Knox Church Council after 56 
years of membership and service. 
He reflected on his life at Knox in a 
wide-ranging conversation with Neil 
Grant.

Melville started coming to Knox while 
a student at university. Along with up 
to 200 other students, including people 
such as Peter Matheson, he enjoyed 
the fellowship offered at the evening 
services under the ministry of Peter’s 
father, Rev James Matheson.
At around this time, the New Life 
movement was growing. In response, 
in 1958 Knox developed a stewardship 
programme based on the credo, all we 
have comes from God, so we should 
give back time, talents or possessions.
Knox, then, had a distinct parish 
boundary. Teams from the church 
visited everybody in the area 
determining who were Presbyterians, 
and inviting them to a parish dinner. 
Of 1800 people identified, 1175 came 
to the dinner held at the Town Hall. 
There were several speakers, and 
further invitations to join Bible study 
or prayer groups, for instance, got good 
responses. One hundred and eighty 
asked to join the choir.
The huge increase in membership had 
a consequent threefold increase in the 
church’s income.
Melville was nominated as a deacon in 
1958, and ordained an elder in 1960. 
Despite getting little training, he and 
other elders were allocated one of 40 
districts within the parish, visiting and 
distributing communion cards to 10 to 
15 households.
The stewardship committee continued 
holding dinners every two years until 
the workload became so heavy the 
practice was discontinued. Reverend 
Matheson returned to Scotland, and 
was followed by a series of ministers, 
each of whom had their own abilities 
and enthusiasms. Some were witty, 

some brilliant preachers, some made 
session meetings exciting, some 
improved management procedures. 
Society changed and so, too, did 
church governance. 
The lower parish area which had 
a mixture of students in halls and 
families in homes, gradually became a 
student area with halls and flats, and 
families moved out to other suburbs. 
This affected church membership. 
Many students preferred the more 
vibrant charismatic style some other 
churches offered.
The Session and Deacons Court 
became a parish council in the 1970s. 
Other groups such as the social 
justice group with a more outward 
looking focus, service and fellowship 
committees, and pastoral webs were 
established, and came and went, 
reflecting societal changes. Pastoral 
problems changed as society changed. 
The established parish districts were 
not always having needs met, or there 
were not enough elders to serve them 
well. Some of the newly established 
pastoral districts worked well because 
they had active committed people in 
them. Others, without this advantage, 
struggled.
At times Council seemed inefficient 
as elders became older and had less 
energy. At others, it had too many 
members, and inconsistent meeting 
attendance meant important matters 
got deferred. Minor matters could be 
debated for hours, yet major financial 

matters like rebuilding the organ 
decided in a few minutes.
In the 1980s, the parish council 
reverted back to a Session and Deacons 
Court. Melville was Session Clerk for 
11 years at this time. In 2008, the 
church council was re-established.
“Being on Council was a big job,” 
Melville says. “Councillors work hard, 
but it is very satisfying. Today, Council 
spends more time discussing spiritual 
matters.
“There are a very active, faithful few. 
It would be nice if the few became 
more numerous. If that happened 
we could do more. There is a need 
for imaginative vision, perhaps 
from younger people, making the 
community more interesting.
“I am hopeful there is enough 
imagination among future leaders to 
work through and find out how to 
make the church work in a different 
environment. The rules of living as 
shown in the Bible, don’t always work 
in today’s community.”
Melville Carr has been a steadfast 
church member and leader. Knox and 
the wider church have benefited from 
his enthusiasm and wisdom through 
many changes and upheavals. Some 
times have been tough, some joyous. 
He says throughout it all, his wife, 
Nancy, has supported him and enabled 
him to help make Knox a place of 
spiritual strength and comfort to many.
We owe them a huge debt.

— Neil Grant

Melville looks back over 56 years of service



Sunday 20 November            10am 
                                                      7pm

Reign of Christ
Worship

Tuesday 22 November      7.30pm RSA Choir summer concert, Dunedin Town Hall

Sunday 27 November           10am 
                                                      7pm

Advent
Worship - Advent Processional

Wednesday 30 November 7.30pm Church Council meeting

Sunday 4 December              10am            
                                                      7pm

Advent 2
Worship

Sunday 11 December            10am            
                                                      7pm

Advent 3, Quarterly Communion
Worship: Quarterly Communion, Meditative Service

Wednesday 13 December      7pm    Deacons Court

Friday 16 December            7.30pm Bach “Christmas Oratorio”, City Choir Dunedin and the Dunedin Symphony 
Orchestra at Dunedin Town Hall

Sunday 18 December            10am            
                                                      7pm

Advent 4, Sunday School Service
Worship

Wednesday 21 December           School year ends

Saturday 24 December   10.30pm Christmas Eve 

Sunday 25 December            10am Christmas Day (Note time for this service)

Monday 26 December  Boxing Day public holiday

Tuesday 27 December  Public holiday

Sunday 1 January 2017          10am            
                                                      7pm

Christmas 1, New Year’s Day
Worship

Mon-Tues, 2-3 January Public holidays

Sunday 8 January                    10am            
                                                      7pm

Epiphany
Worship

Sunday 15 January                  10am            
                                                      7pm

Epiphany 2
Worship

Sunday 22 January                 10am            
                                                      7pm

Epiphany 3
Worship

Sunday 29 January                 10am            
                                                      7pm

Epiphany 4
Worship

Sunday 5 February                 10am            
                                                      7pm

Epiphany 5
Worship

Tuesday 7 February   Waitangi Day public holiday

Wednesday 8 February           7pm Deacons Court

Sunday  12 February              10am       
                                                      7pm

Epiphany 6
Worship
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What’s On
Choir practice: Each Wednesday during school terms: 5.15pm (children), 
          6pm-8pm (adults). All welcome to audition.
Knox Church Council: Fourth Wednesday of the month, 7.30pm: November 30, February 22
Deacons Court: Second Wednesday of each month, at 7pm: December 13, February 8, and March 8
Quarterly Communion: Sunday, December 11, 10am and 7pm 

School holidays: Friday 16 December (secondary 
schools) or Tuesday 20; until Monday 30 January. 

University of Otago Orientation week starts Feb 20.

• Continues on Page 14

Note:
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Sunday 19 February               10am       
                                                      7pm

Epiphany 7
Worship

Wednesday 22 February   7.30pm Church Council

Sunday 26 February               10am       
                                                      7pm

Transfiguration
Worship

Tuesday 28 February Shrove Tuesday
Wednesday 1 March                7pm Ash Wednesday
Sunday 5 March                      10am       
                                                      7pm

Lent 1
Worship

Wednesday 8 March                7pm Deacons Court

Sunday 12 March                    10am       
                                                      7pm

Lent 2
Worship

Sunday 19 March                    10am       
                                                      7pm

Lent 3
Worship

Wednesday 22 March        7.30pm Church Council
Sunday 26 March                    10am       
                                                      7pm

Lent 4
Worship

Saturday 1 April                 7.30pm Karl Jenkins’ The Armed Man concert, City Choir Dunedin and Dunedin 
Symphony Orchestra, at the Dunedin Town Hall

What’s On (continued) • Continues from Page 13

Leunig:



Poverty, hunger, unsafe housing, 
emotional stress due to relationship 
breakdowns. These are the main 
reasons people seek support from 
Presbyterian Support Otago. For 
many young people and families, a 
little help goes a long way.
For 110 years, PSO has been doing 
just that. And its annual report 
shows in detail just how much the 
dedicated teams of Family Works 
and Enliven have assisted over the 
past 12 months. 
2016 developments:
•	 completion of a new Aspiring 

Enliven hospital and dementia 
care unit in Wanaka

•	 four additional new retirement 
units being constructed at 
the Ranui Enliven centre in 
Alexandra

How you can help:
•	 bring food items each Sunday to donate to the food 

bank (place in blue boxes at back of church)
•	 donate regularly or respond to specific appeals and or 

volunteer to help

Guardian Angels: 
•	 Guardian Angels give a $1 a day to help Otago children 

and families in need make lasting change in their lives.
•	 Want to become an Angel? Find out more at:

psotago.org.nz/get-involved/family--guardian-angel/

You can view the Annual Report available at:
psotago.org.nz/assets/Uploads/Annual-report-2016/PSO-AR-
2016-WEB-1.pdf

— This article was written and compiled by Knox 
member and former joint Session clerk

 David Richardson. David has been a board member of 
PSO for the past eight years and chairman for the past 

three years.
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PSO: 110 years of helping others
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Young adults get it together

Girls’ Brigade troop finish up for the year

It’s been a very busy year for Heather 
Moore, the Knox Young Adults 
worker. Here she details some of the 
highlights, and what she is looking 
forward to in 2017:

Knox Church joined the University’s 
Combined Christian Group (CCG) 
before the start of the first semester, and 
participated in the group’s Orientation 
Week activities in Tent City. Eleanor 
Bell, our Knox rep, helped organize 
a discussion panel with other CCG 
members and answered students’ 
questions about the culture and values 
of Knox Church.
In April, the Young Adults 
enthusiastically joined our church 
Welcoming Teams. It’s been fun 
meeting and greeting people as they 
arrive at church, and we look forward 
to continuing this service to the church 
and congregation. 
I attended a South Island Ministry 
Conference in May, where we discussed 
the challenges of intergenerational 
church, and what prevents the 
Millennial Generation from 
participating in church. Our own 
Young Adults really appreciate being 
able to relate to other generations 
which worship here, and are interested 
in finding mentors within the Knox 
congregation.
Two of those mentors have been Kerry 
and Mavis. They have been wonderfully 
supportive to our group as a whole and 
individually, and have encouraged us 
as we explore our faith together. We 
especially enjoyed being welcomed 
to their home in July for a warm and 
delicious Winter Holidays dinner!
Other highlights:
•	 a shared after-church brunch and 

picnics at beautiful local beaches
•	 pizza and movie night at my house
•	 visiting Studentsoul to meet more 

Christian students and to serve soup 
to their group 

•	 being hosts for the CCG prayer 
walk; students from many different 
denominations prayed for the city 
and for Knox Church

•	 joining the Eating Together group 

for lunch, sharing a meal and 
chatting with some of the older 
members of Knox

•	 holding a SCM service at Knox; 
Rachel Dudley Tombs spoke about 
how SCM has helped her explore 
her faith and social justice issues 
more deeply.

•	 And holding a BBQ on the steps 
of Knox – at night, in pouring rain 
and atrocious weather! 

But if the weather was cold, we offered 
a warm welcome to hungry students 
out celebrating the end of the Health 
Sciences exams. Knox folk helped 
us with baking and volunteering on 
the night. This was a fantastic way of 
connecting with young people in our 
surrounding community.
So, we’ve made some good progress 

reaching out to young adults this year! 
Looking ahead, we plan to rekindle 
Knox’s relationships with residential 
colleges on campus. We also hope 
to hold a Students Service just after 
Orientation Week.
Special thanks to retired University 
Lecturer of Geography Ian Gibson, 
Associate Professor of Law Jessica 
Palmer, Presbyterian Women Aotearoa 
New Zealand Member Carol Grant, 
Forward in Faith Ministry Leader 
Alfred Kudaya, University Chaplain 
Greg Hughson, and International 
Humanitarian Law Advisor Rebecca 
Dudley for visiting our group and 
sharing their insights and experiences 
as Christians active in our local and 
global communities.

— Heather Moore

Knox has fallen out of touch with its 
Girls’ Brigade troop in the past 10 
years but Kerry has been mending 
fences and here is a report from the 
troop on the year’s activities: “It has 
been a very full-on year for Girls’ 
Brigade 7th Dunedin, who meet every 
Tuesday night during term time in 
the King George Hall, St Leonards. 
We have 16 girls, four young leaders, 
three commissioned leaders, plus an 
assistant leader. 
Girls have taken part in a variety 
of activities throughout the year 

developing their spiritual, physical, 
educational and social skills as we 
work under the GB international 
mission which is to see “Girls’ lives 
transformed, God’s world enriched”. 
Our final night for this year is on 
Tuesday, 29 November at 6.30pm 
in the King George Hall to which 
members of Knox are cordially 
invited. 
Thanks to Rev Kerry Enright and 
to others who have helped with 
devotions through the year.”

— Jennifer Box and Glenis Whipp



FOR THE GLORY: The Life of 
Eric Liddell, From Olympic 
Hero to Modern Martyr

Like most people of my 
generation, the first I’d 
heard of Eric Liddell was 
through the iconic 1981 film, 
Chariots of Fire. That was 
a thrilling story, complete 
with soundtrack that was 
memorably revisited by Mr 
Bean during the opening ceremonies for 
the 2012 London Olympic Games. 
But to my then-young, impressionable 
mind, it was the words which resonated 
most. Liddell, walking up Edinburgh’s 
Arthur’s Seat, trying to convince his 
rather priggish sister Jenny of his sport’s 
worth: “And when I run, I feel His 
pleasure!” Oh how I related to that! Or 
his quiet but effective preaching before 
the working men, comparing running a 
race to having faith: “It’s hard. It requires 
concentration of will, energy of soul… . 
And where does the power come from to 
see the race to its end? From within.”
Powerful stuff. But as the saying goes, 
films rarely “let the facts get in the way 
of a good story”! As Linda Holloway 
points out in her own account of a 
family connection to the Liddells, sister 
Jenny was far away in China with her 
missionary parents at the time of her 
big brother’s Olympic career. There was 
no “tut-tutting” disapproval on Arthur’s 
Seat. 
The film, of course, got a few things 
right. According to For the Glory, a new 
biography by award-winning UK sports 
writer Duncan Hamilton, Liddell was 
indeed a straight-forward but highly 
effective preacher “who knew the power 
of plain words and short sentences”. 

I did wonder, though, how a 
sports journalist would treat 
Liddell. Sure, Hamilton is 
well-equipped to retell the story 
of the athlete, but what of the 
missionary?  Liddell’s running 
career is told with verve (and 
yes, a few clunky clichés do 
creep in), and, depending on 
your point of view, the most 
exciting part of the book. 
You sense Hamilton’s own 

energy wane a tad in the middle section, 
dealing with his early years of missionary 
work in China. But certainly for this 
reader, the most poignant and deeply 
affecting — indeed inspiring — part of 
the tale lay in Liddell’s final years.
He endured a wrenching separation 
from his beloved wife Florence and their 
young children, sent to Canada for safety 
as the Japanese encroached (he didn’t live 
to see his youngest daughter); he faced 
incredible hardship and deprivation 
for the sake of the Chinese people he 
cared for, and for the fellow internees he 
shepherded. 
Some reviews have remarked that 
Hamilton comes close to hagiography 
with this book. But surely, if we 
recognise the saints among us, then this 
man comes as close to one as any. Liddell 
sought perfection in his faith. His 
daily spiritual discipline, his persistent 
cheerfulness, patience and goodwill even 
to his captors signals a singular kind 
of man. His faith was unwavering. In 
the end, when he lay in hospital dying 
of a brain tumour, the camp’s band 
played his favourite hymn outside in the 
courtyard so that he might hear it. It was 
Finlandia.
“Be still, my soul, the Lord is on thy side;

Bear patiently the cross of 
grief or pain.
Leave to thy God to order 
and provide;
In every change He, 
faithful, will remain.
“Be still, my soul, thy best, 
thy heavenly friend,
“Through thorny ways 
leads to a joyful end.”

— Jill Rutherford
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Eric Liddell had a sister Jenny. 
She became the second wife of 
a GP Dr Somerville (his first 
wife having died of tuberculosis 
as was not uncommon at that 
time). He was a GP in the village 
of Bonnyrigg in Midlothian 
in Scotland. His house and 
surgery were just round the 
corner from that of my maternal 
grandparents. Jenny was a friend 
of my mother Jane Brown (nee 
Lothian) whom some Knox 
people will remember. I can just 
remember her as we spent time at 
my grandparents’ house during 
the war to escape the bombing 
while my father was serving in 
the Royal Navy. Jenny was a 
devoted mother to her stepsons 
who, presumably because of their 
own mother’s illness and death, 
were fairly unruly. One of them 
shot my mother in the leg with 
an air gun pellet when he was a 
teenager. Jenny was just a little 
girl living in China with her 
missionary parents when Eric ran 
in the Olympics and therefore 
her portrayal in the film Chariots 
of Fire is completely false as she 
was not in Scotland while Eric 
was a student.

— Linda Holloway

Remembering
Jenny

Book review

Bach’s “Christmas Oratorio”
Friday 16 December, 7:30pm

at Dunedin Town Hall
City Choir Dunedin under 
David Burchell (conductor), 
with soloists and  the Dunedin 
Symphony Orchestra

Tickets $15 to $50 
Phone 0800 111 999
www.ticketmaster.co.nz 
or at the Regent box office
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Meek baptism, October 9

Photos: Ian 
Thomson
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Members of Knox 
Church joined 
a retreat to St 
Martin Island 
(Quarantine 
Island) on 
Saturday, October 
15, along with 
several Indonesian 
students. A great 
day was had by 
all. Photos: Mavis 
Duncanson

A lovely day out at St Martin Island
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Delivered by:

Contact:

Contact Information

Minister: Kerry Enright 
477-0229, 0274 675-542 or 

email minister@knoxchurch.net

Clerk of Council 
Alison Tait 476-1778 

or 021 136-2404
alison.tait@xtra.co.nz

Clerk of Deacons Court 
SuzanneBishop 476-3271
suzken.bishop@xtra.co.nz

Envelope Secretary 
Helen Thew 471-2147

r.h.thew@xtra.co.nz

Treasurer
Janice Tofia 473-9876

janice.tofia@gmail.com

Organist & Choir Director  
Karen Knudson 477-2749

Church Officer 
Benjamin Thew 477-0229 

churchofficer@knoxchurch.net

Parish Office
Church secretary:

Jacqui Carroll,
 449 George St

Phone (03) 477-0229
Mon-Fri 9am-Noon

  
449 George St, Dunedin, 9016

 admin@knoxchurch.net  
 www.knoxchurch.net

For more news and 
photos from Knox 
Church, please follow 
us on Twitter 
@ KnoxChurchDUN 
and “Like” our page on 
FaceBook. Follow the links 
from our website:

www.knoxchurch.net

Meet Lucio Slaughter 
(right), the young man 
from Shanghai, China, 
who has been singing in the 
Knox Choir on and off this 
year, in between touring 
around the country seeing 
sights and honing his art: 
photography.
Lucio is becoming an 
established photographer 
for newly married couples 
holidaying in New Zealand, 
as well as for graduations 
and portraits. While most of 
his work comes from online 
referrals (see Instagram 
www.instagram.com/
papappa.nz), he is happy to 
accept photo assignments 
in person. Please ask him 
to take photos at your next 
family occasion. Lucio is offering to 
donate half of his income from these 
photo shoots to Knox Church. 

¶ ¶ ¶
“Greetings from Wellington where 
I am now working!” writes Rebecca 
Dudley. 
“It has been a privilege to take on the 
role of the international humanitarian 
law adviser to the New Zealand Red 
Cross (NZRC) since the middle 
of August. That means I advise the 
secretary-general of the NZRC on 
policy issues relating to the law of 
armed conflict and disaster law. 
I work both internationally with 
the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
movement on these issues, as well as 

domestically doing both education 
and policy work. Best wishes to you.

— Rebecca Dudley
[Rebecca led a workshop at the 
recent General Assembly, “Nurturing 
the Seeds of Hope in Hard Places”, 
and a seminar, “Sexual & Gender-
based Violence in Humanitarian 
Emergencies” at the National Centre 
for Peace & Conflict Studies on 22 
November.]  

¶ ¶ ¶
Pictured below is Janet Sim Elder 
being farewelled by her colleagues in 
Restorative Justice Otago recently, 
after 16 years of very special occasions 
bringing victims and perpetrators of 
crime together. Also in the picture is 
Annette Carr.


