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Welcome to Knox:
Minister’s Letter
Birth
Exhaustion, ecstasy
Wonder, fear
Love stretched
Awe and earthiness
How do we name the promise and threat
in each child born? Risked to us and our
world. In some places to struggle, in others to
survive, in others to thrive. Small, vulnerable,
dependent, yet wondrous.
We are entering the seasons when this surfaces
dramatically, focused on one.
Then
when in the cry of birth God
smashed the idols
and
between Mary’s thighs
the child lay
wrinkled and red.
(— Kurt Marti, Swiss theologian and poet)
Jesus of Nazareth was born “between Mary’s
thighs” “wrinkled and red”.
His early
followers
wanted to
implicate God
in the birth.
They wanted
to say that in
Jesus Christ,
idols and
empires were
confronted
and “smashed”
by his power.
Somehow,
in this human being, they said, the mystery
behind life found form. They used the image
of “virgin” to say that Jesus had his origin in
this mystery. This is not a scientific statement;
it’s a theological one, no less true.
So compelling was the person of Jesus that

followers saw the Mystery as being like him.
The Mystery had broken open the closed
systems, the world, to freedom and life, to
justice and love. The world was no longer
closed off by the emperor and the empire, by
economic and political systems that kept poor
people poor and rich people rich. The world
had shifted to a new axis, a new time, the
kingdom of God, AD.
We continue to live from that birth and
its fulfilment in
resurrection involving
the conquest of the
final oppressive power,
death.
In our Advent,
Christmas and
Epiphany services,
we celebrate the
entry of light into
deep darkness, the
bringing of hope amid
desperate refugees, the
possibilities for life in
the face of an Emperor’s terror.
We join in worship, celebrating God’s life in
Jesus of Nazareth.
— In Christ,
Kerry

Carpark
update
Thanks to extensive
fundraising and planning by
Deacons Court, the driveway
and carparks area around the
church will be hot-tar sealed
on Tuesday, December 1.
This will,
however, mean
no parking
or driving
through the
grounds on
that date.
It is possible cars will be able
to drive on the driveway
by the following day,
Wednesday, December 2, but
be aware that this may not be
the case and keep alternative
plans in mind. Traffic cones
will be placed at both
entrances to the affected area.

Thanks:

Knox Church Choir would
like to thank our benefactor
Hunter Stevenson, managing
director of OFS Insurance
Brokers Ltd for the kind
donation of $1000 towards
the cost of new hymn books
for the choir. This has allowed
us to buy a set of “Church
Hymnary 4th edition”, or
CH4, as they are referred
to beside the hymns in our
Sunday orders of service.

Knox Church Council news
If Council had a punchline for this term it
would be:
“CATCHING THE SPIRIT”
The Church Council wants to join you in
being open to the gift of God’s life-giving
Spirit in the many people linked with
Knox. We know Knox is made up of people
who are gifted and called and we want to
enable
those
gifts and
callings
to be
expressed.
How
would
you name
your gifts?
What
calling do
you sense
in your
life?
As the
Council settles into its leadership role,
we are exploring how we can achieve
the strategic objectives the congregation
agreed to last year. This is a journey which
involves the different parts of the church,
the Council, Deacons Court, Goal Groups
and various smaller committees working
together as a team.
We want to communicate effectively. All
on Council are committed to facilitating
a safe and caring environment so people
voice their thoughts and ideas, irrespective
of age or length of involvement. Over the
past month, we have facilitated forums
providing an opportunity for people:
• to gain an understanding of Presbyterian

process and principles;
• to present suggestions for the format of
the 7pm service in 2016;
• to respond to a paper prepared by Rt Rev
Andrew Norton, Assembly Moderator.
His purpose in writing this paper was to
promote engagement, dialogue and action
on a number of key issues.
The Sunday
bulletin
includes key
highlights
from our
meetings.
All Council
members will
be happy to
engage in
conversations
about these
highlights.
We have
spent time
considering
how we can nourish a congregational
culture in which people’s gifts and
ministries are affirmed and encouraged. We
want people to be able to take initiatives in
helping us follow Jesus Christ.
We are planning a review from a missional
perspective of the present processes and
structure.
The members of the 2015-16 Council are
Chris Bloore, Melville Carr, Kerry Enright,
Pat Hoffman, David Mann, Stephen
Packer, Jill Rutherford, Donald Shand,
Alison Tait, Anna Tarbotton, Rosemary
Tarbotton, Anna Togneri.
— Alison Tait, Council Clerk
On behalf of Council

Thinking it over
“Marriage is our last, best chance to grow up.” — Joseph
Barth.
“God could not be everywhere, so He made mothers.”
— Jewish Proverb.
“God will not let us go to hell in peace.” — “Distant
Fire” by Martin Bell.
“Don’t judge each day by the harvest you reap, but by the
seeds you plant... Each time history repeats itself, the price
goes up.” — quoted by Ronald Wright, attr to Robert
Louis Stevenson in “A Short History of Progress”.
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“Success is more permanent when you achieve it
without destroying your principles.” — Walter
Cronkite, late US TV news presenter.
“Faith is the voice in the back of your head that
tells you to listen to the voice in the back of your
head.” — Dennis Miller.
“Be willing to learn new lessons even if they contradict the
lessons you learned yesterday.” — Ellen DeGeneres.
“I am not a saint, unless you think of a saint as a sinner who
keeps on trying.” — Nelson Mandela.

Moderator’s white paper

Jill Rutherford reviews the PCANZ
Moderator Andrew Norton’s White
Paper on the future of the Presbyterian
Church in New Zealand:
I would strongly encourage everyone in
our community to read the Rev Andrew
Norton’s discussion paper on the crucial
issues he sees currently confronting the
Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New
Zealand.
These issues are:
1. The spiritual vitality of the Church
(or lack thereof)
2. Disengagement
3. Disunity
4. The loss of voice/deafening silence on
major issues of national importance
(such as child poverty, growing
inequality, family violence, the
environment).
5. Professionalism of ministers

6. The ethics of mission
7. Busyness – a chronic sickness of the
soul in our society
8. Stewardship
“We’ve talked at each other for far too
long,” writes Norton. “I believe if our
church is to be a grassroots movement
of people, then it is time to engage in
genuine and deep conversation around
these issues.”
Since the 1950s, parish sizes and the
numbers attending church regularly have
steadily declined. Increasingly the church
stands at the margins of a secular society.
As alarming as this trend might be,
the real issue for Norton is the spiritual
vitality of those 22,000 who do attend
worship each Sunday: “What we do in
that sacred hour is of vital importance
• Continues on Page 7

A new approach and a new time
The first in a series of 5pm services was
held on October 25 — and it was great,
says Idoya Munn.
Knox@5 is a new service which has
grown out of the desire to create more
varied opportunities for people to
connect with God at Knox Church.
Knox@5 will have a laid-back, informal
atmosphere, and will develop organically
as people become
involved. Each
week will look a
little different but
will usually include
conversation, music,
contemplative
moments,
something creative,
and a shared meal.
We meet at 5pm in
the Gathering Area.
Bring a plate of finger food to share.
Our theme for November/December is
“Living the Questions”. See Idoya Munn
or Pat if you’d like to be involved or
email Idoya: reinventingeve@gmail.com
— Idoya Munn (more photos: Page 18)
Jill Rutherford writes:
“Who knew that writing in chalk on the
church pavement could be so liberating?

Perhaps I’m a closet graffiti artist or an
anarchist, but it was very empowering
to ‘write-out-loud’ the questions that
I wanted to ask that great being/spirit/
energy/power/ineffable Other we call
God. I had never had that opportunity
before at a worship service, and it was
strangely thrilling. Thank you Pat and
Idoya for making that happen, for
allowing me to
express something
so important in
such an open
and public way
without feeling
like a complete
idiot. I also really
appreciate being
able to examine
the week’s Bible
reading from
different angles, asking questions,
discussing different responses. Sharing
a simple but really tasty meal together
is also an opportunity to get to know
one another better. I’ve attended two
Knox@5 services now, and each time I’ve
come away with a new perspective, closer
connections with people, some possible
answers, and yes, more questions.”

Christmas
Appeal

Christian World Service Appeal
envelopes are now available and
will be distributed throughout
December.
CWS has been operating for
70 years in areas overlooked or
fogotten by governments around
the world, in poor countries and
refugee camps, bringing food,
water, dignity and justice.
The Christmas Appeal raises
money to support all the work
and partners of CWS. Every year
we focus on different partners to
give you a better idea of the work
that is being done. This year’s
focus is on the work partners do
to recover after disaster and get
the skills they need for the future.
These stories are a small snapshot
of the change your donations
help to achieve.
This year’s special projects include
“Growing Good Gardens after
Natural Disaster” in Vanuatu;
“Restoring Hope for Traumatised
Children in Gaza”; and water
projects in Uganda.
Apart from the envelopes, CWS
also welcomes online donations
through its website:
christmasappeal.org.nz/
donate/
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Bridal fashion steps out again
It was a night of fairytale dresses and
lights. Months of planning by the
organising committee — Liz Miller,
Suzanne Bishop, Patti Matheson,
Rosemary Tarbotton and Carolyn
Richardson — and their assistants were
repaid with a show of bridal fashion
that delighted all the senses, including
the taste buds, with a delightful supper
that followed the show, music organised
by Sara Brown, and a vast projection
screen organised by Chris Bloore.

The show was narrated once again by
Jane Malthus.
The show was a fundraiser to help pay
for the re-surfacing of the driveway
and church carparking area and, at the
end of the night about $5600 had been
raised towards that target.
Plans are already being mooted for the
next fashion show, in about two years’
time, of ball gowns and frocks.
So, dust off grandma’s gown for an
encore airing!

Photos: Ian Thomson
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Bridal fashion steps out again

Photos: Ian Thomson
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Bridal fashion steps out again

Photos: Ian
Thomson
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It’s a matter of faith: Moderator’s white paper
• Continued from Page 3

… [d]octrinal belief will
result in a lifeless religion.
It is about people’s quest
to discover for themselves
that which is really true,
that which calls them to
church.”
Questions for Knox:
how spiritually alive are
we as a community?
What calls us to church?
How might we deepen
our spiritual life here at
Knox? Are there things
which hold us back
from responding fully to
the call of God? In what ways do we
actively live out our faith?
Norton suggests that as Presbyterians,
we’ve lost our sense of “we”, in that
individual churches have drifted away
from one another and from the Church
as a whole. The bitter debates over
sexual orientation over the past 25
years, he argues, have resulted in deep
distrust and disengagement from the
national church identity: “Reduced to
me, the church becomes the fulfilment
of individual needs.” And when those
needs or views are not met, “do we
throw a tantrum, dissociate, disconnect
and disengage?”
Questions for Knox: does any of
this resonate for us as a congregation?
How connected are we to our sisters
and brothers in other Presbyterian
congregations here in Dunedin? What
might we do to foster closer ties with
one another?
The Church, he says, is “deeply
divided” resulting in highly politicised
debates, a lack of Biblical discernment,
integrity and honest dialogue. Norton
does not pull any punches: “The depth
of division within our Church is rarely
talked about openly but is present in
passive aggressive behaviour [distrust,
suspicion, manipulation, spiritual abuse
and bullying] … that becomes most
obvious once every two years when we
meet as a General Assembly.”
Questions for Knox: Have we
indulged in “passive aggressive

behaviour”? What divides us as
a community? Have we allowed
disagreements with other Presbyterian
churches drive a wedge between “us”
and “them”? How might we build
bridges with those with whom we
might disagree?
Norton calls on the Church to
rediscover its “prophetic voice”. Too
often, he says, Presbyterians are
perceived as “against”.
“Wouldn’t it be great if we discovered
the voice of God today that is ‘for’;
a voice for the poor, a voice for the
liberation of women and child sex slaves,
a voice for victims of human trafficking,
a voice for justice and a voice for peace!
Who will speak if we do not?”
Questions for Knox: How might
we be a more effective voice for the
disenfranchised, for justice and peace
here in our own community?
Norton has much more to say in his
paper (on stewardship, and the call
system for ministers), and I urge you
to read it in its entirety, but two issues
resonated particularly with me – the
ethics of mission, and the “busyness” of
our churches.
He questions the motives for much
mission work. Is it to fill more pews on
a Sunday or to lead people to follow
Jesus? Are these motives good enough?
Are they ethical? Are we just doing
community good works that any social
agency could do?
A church in survival mode is a
“dangerous church”, he warns, that

The Walking Together group pauses
during their stroll at Portobello on
Remembrance Sunday, November 8.
Many later turned up for the concert/
service at 7pm of Karen’s moving
and epic new piece Remember O
Thou Man. Photo: Ian Thomson

could justify about anything in the
name of mission: “For a church that
prides itself on theological reflection,
I personally find that some of our
theology is abysmal. Since when is
hiring out the church hall mission?
When everything is mission, mission
becomes nothing.”
Questions for Knox: any of the above!
Churches are also becoming “way
too busy and way too noisy” which
distracts us from our deeper meaning
and purpose, Norton argues. In an
effort to become more “relevant” to the
surrounding society, he asks whether
we are losing our distinctiveness.
Questions for Knox: at what times
might we be too busy, too noisy?
Do we allow enough time and space
for quiet reflection? Are we overly
committed to committees and rosters?
Do we try to do too much, or are
some doing most while others not
enough? Do we have the relevant/
distinctiveness balance about right at
Knox?
Read Andrew Norton’s paper at:
http://www.presbyterian.org.nz/
moderators-white-paper
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Knox Choir celebrates 150th anniversary
Knox Choir’s celebration
of its 150th anniversary
started with a soiree on
Friday night, September
11, at which Peter
Stockwell’s history of the
choir was launched.
On the Saturday, an
organ recital in the

afternoon and a parish
dinner in the evening
brought the community
together. And on Sunday,
a service of celebration
was held at the 10am
service. A summary of
Peter Matheson’s speech
is on page 10.

Photos:
Mavis
Duncanson
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Knox Choir celebrates 150th anniversary
Peter Matheson spoke at the choir
150th dinner on the traditions that
have kept Knox singing for 150 years.
Here is an edited version:

There are times words run out on
you. You either buy flowers, do
something practical, or sing. Music is
not an ancillary language, an add-on
to lectern or pulpit. It may well be,
with dance, the primal one, as Oliver
Sacks suggests, especially in religious
experience, which is all about shifts
in consciousness, feelings of awe and
wonder, changes in our bodily senses
(to quote one definition). Singing allows
us to link up with others, to get out of
ourselves, plumb emotions we usually
keep safely zipped up, get body and
mind and spirit into sync. The Psalmist
knew that, John Wesley knew that, we
in Knox know that. Music’s rhythms
and melodies are a ladder to God, or
hers to us. My heart and flesh cry out
to the living God.
Almost from its beginnings, Knox
Church wriggled out of the puritan
Free Church tradition’s suspicion of
organs and choirs, as Peter Stockwell’s
fine chronicle shows. It had been a
strong tradition which was necessary
for a time; it restored priority to
education and justice in impoverished
little Scotland, and showed proper
contempt for hifalutin’ pomp and
ceremony. High liturgy had too often
gone with indifference to the poor and
to the tough religious questions.
Scotland’s unaccompanied metrical
psalms, tunes often in minor key,
like Martyrs, still stir me as nothing
else in the world does, a bit like the
Maori waiata or the Negro spirituals.
In the dangerous days of the early
Reformation in France, folk gathered
defiantly at street-corners to sing these
unaccompanied psalms; the first
step to upsetting all manner of apple
carts. Jane Dawson, in her wonderful
biography of Knox, sees the psalms as
the key link between church, home,
and the grim political struggle; a bit
like singing the blues, facing down life’s
dark side, substituting maybe for the
Page 10

old belief in Purgatory. The minister of
St Giles, Edinburgh, the incomparable
Gilleasbuig Macmillan, once told me
he could only cope with the Jingle-Bells
frippery at Christmas by chanting
penitential psalms as he walked up the
Mound to the High St.
But we no longer live in impoverished
Scotland. With our organ, choir, piano,
trumpets, recorders, fiddles, we are
blessed with a choral tradition that

‘You choristers remind
us that we belong to
every age and to none.’
frees us from the tyranny of now, of
trendiness, as if nothing ever happened
before our generation. It has opened
us up to the best of our catholic
traditions: Greek, Latin, German,
French, Celtic, English, American,
Maori. You choristers remind us that
we belong to every age and to none,
to every country and to none; with
choir and merry organ we can also
tap into the yearnings of ordinary
folk for that spiritual home they have
lost. Christmas Eve and other special
occasions. This yoking of challenging
preaching and great music is bedrock
for us; there is a powerful dialectic
there, which opens up the possibility
of deep healing, being swept off our
feet; as near as Presbyterians can get
to rebirthing. When do we have tears
in our eyes at worship, get stirred to

face our demons, take on the world
again? So often it’s the music. You are
dangerous people, you musicians.
Because of your musical gifts, because
you have put in the hours, turned
up whether you felt like crawling out
of bed or not, you touch us where it
matters, light the fuse of hope. You
are not, of course, the only group
like that in Knox. We are a manycloistered place. I think of Council,
Deacons Court, the teachers, young
professionals, our extraordinary team of
caterers, the intercessors and welcomers
and flower-arrangers, but in worship
you remind us in a special way that we
are family. Your passion and dynamism
help us, too, to pulse, to beat out a
rhythm, maybe even a syncopated one.
And I don’t just mean when singing the
hymns.
Beauty, a friend said to me recently, is
never a luxury. You remind us of that.
When I learnt piano as a teenager, Roy
Spackman was my teacher. I used to
follow Peter Matthews into his studio.
I can still see Spacky, no longer young,
clambering on to the organ console
to conduct the congregation for the
broadcast services which were such a
feature of the 1950s. That infectious
enthusiasm comes across today in your
singing and music-making.
— Peter Matheson
For a more complete version of this
speech, please visit the Knox Church
website, www.knoxchurch.net

New to Knox: welcome new friends
Saemyi (pr. Sammy): When I was
asked if I could introduce myself
and Daniel, my husband, I was very
touched. Even though we regularly
attend Knox Church, I thought we
were not deeply involved in church so
we might have been unknown. Thank
you for giving us a great opportunity
to introduce ourselves. I am Saemyi
from South Korea and Daniel is from
Brunei. Daniel and I met at Abbey
College in Dunedin on 25th June
2013 and got married in 7th June

Also recently
married...

Jina: Jack and I got married in
2014 and we have been coming
to Knox Church from this year.
Jack is working as a pharmacist
and I started studying law in the
University of Otago. My study
was the main reason why we
came to Dunedin. Jack’s job is
in Invercargill, so he has been
coming back and forth between
Invercargill and Dunedin during
the weekend. But from next
year, he is going to stay with me
in Dunedin and we hope to get
to know more people in Knox
Church. We really appreciate the
warm and welcoming spirit of
the congregation and openness
towards the world. From Kerry’s
sermon and others’ prayers, we
could easily find out that this
church cares about the world
“outside” church and what is

2014. Daniel just
finished his PhD in
Philosophy. I am still
working on my PhD
in Gerontology. Both
Daniel and I grew up
in Christian families.
We were unsure
which church to
attend in Dunedin as there were quite
a few to choose from and so we tried
several churches in Dunedin before

Fáilte. My name is
Rachel. I’ve been
in Dunedin for
three months now
and have enjoyed a
warm welcome from
Knoxies already. I
moved here after my
family from Belfast,
Northern Ireland,
having graduated
high school in
August. In 2016, I
will begin studying
a BA at University of Otago, planning
to major in History, and living in Arana
residential college. I am very interested
in languages and have studied Russian
for six years, as well as short courses in

... and welcome to Rebecca Dudley:
“I arrived in Dunedin in July 2015 to
join my husband David Tombs, who is
the Howard Paterson Professor
of Theology and Public Affairs at
Otago University. We have two
children, Ben (21) and Rachel (19).
I was ordained a minister of Word
and Sacrament by the Presbytery
of Chicago, in the US in 1991; and
since then have remained in good
standing with the United Reformed
Church of England and Wales and the
Presbyterian Church of Ireland. My
professional life has mostly been outside
parish ministry, working for Christian
Aid in London; on gender-based violence
against women and human rights in Belfast
• Continues on Page 12 and, since 2009, in a job set up by the

settling on Knox Church.
We are quite happy with
the decision as Knox has
a lovely congregation and
accepting atmosphere.
Daniel will be going back
to Brunei at the end of this
month and I will follow
him for two months and
come back to Dunedin to
continue my PhD. I will see you soon at
Knox Church again. Please pray for us.
Thank you very much. God bless you.
French, Mandarin
and Arabic. Next
year I am keen to sit
papers in Spanish
and beginners Maori.
Currently I spend
my days working at
the PSO OpShop
on Carroll, which I
find to be an absolute
treasure trove of
interesting items. I
love to play rugby
and have recently
joined Southern Ladies team. As of this
week, I’m excited to be a leader with Girl
Guiding New Zealand. In the UK, I was
• Continues on Page 12
peace process, with Northern Ireland police
to improve human rights practice. I have
had the opportunity to live in a number
of countries and to learn from
amazing people in each place.
With respect to faith, I believe
we are created for community,
one that has boundaries as
wide as the world. Northern
Ireland insights on sectarianism
taught me that for community
building, we can affirm identity
and belonging as fundamental human
needs. But these positives become problems
if we allow boundaries to harden. On a
lighter note, I really enjoy quilting and
foodie things, both terrific in Dunedin.
And if weather permits, I try to get out
rollerblading on the path by the harbour.”
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New to Knox: welcome new friends
• Jina Continued from Page 11

• Rachel, Continued from Page 11

happening around us. That’s what we like about
the Knox congregation and why we chose to
be part of it. Jack and I were both raised in
Christian families and have strong Christian
backgrounds. But sometimes, we feel our
background and where we came from is just not
enough to make us grow. We wish to grow more
as the body of Christ, and want to share our
journey with wise people in Knox Church. We
are so excited for the time ahead in Knox and we
want to thank you all for your kindness and care
which drew us to this congregation (especially
Kerry and Mavis). God bless you.

a Girl Guide for 12 years. It is
an organisation which helped
shape my interaction with faith.
I am the newest member of the
Student Christian Movement
Aotearoa and at the end of the
month will be travelling to
Bangladesh for the Asia-Pacific
Women’s Conference which
will reflect on violence against
women. I approach spiritual

... and farewell to an old friend

Sister Ethel Mary Dickie MA, BD
1923 - 2015
Ethel Dickie died in Southland on 16
September 2015, at the age of 92.
She was born on 20 March 1923 near
Invercargill, into the Dickie clan,
which still lives in the area.
One of seven children, her father’s
people came from the Orkney Islands
and his soft, musical voice was passed
on to Ethel.
The family were God-fearing folk
and staunch Presbyterians. Ethel
was living at home with her parents
when they moved to Dunedin. She
attended Columba College sixth form,
being a year or two older than the
other pupils. From 1952 to 1954, she
studied at Deaconess College, also
graduating from the University of
Otago with a BA in 1952. Later, she
obtained an MA, majoring in English,
and a BD.
Upon her graduation, Ethel served for
a year at Solway College in Masterton.
She was ordained and inducted as
Deaconess at St David’s Church,
Auckland, where she served very
acceptably for nearly five years, until
she resigned because of ill-health in
1961. After that, her ministries were
unofficial but significant. After a
period of travel Ethel “fell in love with
Jerusalem” and lived there off and on
for the next 12 years. She believed
Jerusalem was the centre of the world,
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and that Jesus would come there
again. Because she was not Jewish, she
could not gain residency status, and
so had to leave every two years for a
short period. She supported herself
with some unusual jobs, exchanging
work for bed and/or board. Ethel was
an excellent cook, and could always
find work.
Ethel still owned a house in Dunedin
and finally the needs of her house
as well as the health of her elderly
parents, pulled her back to Dunedin.
Her unofficial retirement proved to
be as busy as her whole life had been.
She looked after both parents in their
declining years.
At Knox Church, she became
unofficial deaconess, welcoming
newcomers, praying, leading study
groups, remembering names,
including everyone, young and old.
She regularly played the piano for
services at Ross Home and visited
there. In retirement, Ethel continued
the artistic work she had learned
in Jerusalem, painting wild flowers
on ceramics or paper and she was
accepted for membership in the
Otago Art Society. She also continued
attending classes in Hebrew, which
she loved. She was a woman of many
gifts, people-orientated, domestic,
academic, musical and artistic. One of
her qualities was her refusal to have a
telephone because she liked quiet.

life with curiosity and am keen
to talk about questions big
and small. For me, the church
stands foremost as a network
of people who can support and
nourish each other. Secondly I
feel personally I need Church as
an outlet to recognise the many
ways I am blessed. As my dad
continually reminds me “We are
in God’s own country, kid”.

EARTHBEAT
I woke to the thump of the earth
To sun and light and the flight of birds;
To Earthbeat.
To the doom of the rivers, the fall of the
trees.
I woke to the primal cry
To bell, book and candle,
To the flare of the glare of the ineffable
God
Why are we cowering in a corner
Why are we here?
Why beating our breasts?
For there is music out there:
The song of the spheres
The rhythm of drum
The beat of the heart
The crashing surf of the world’s intolerable
pain.
It is time to move on.
This Advent once again
I will be coming to the people of the land
With angels and shepherds.
But Bethlehem and Nazareth
Rome Canterbury and Dallas
Are busy with other things.
When will you learn
That I do not reside in your temples?
But come as a backpacker
Where a bed is offered
Where a table is spread
Where a song is sung
And the hinges are gone from the door.
— by Peter Matheson

What’s On

Choir practice: Each Wednesday during school terms: 5.15pm (children),
		
6pm-8pm (adults). All welcome to audition.
Knox Church Council: The fourth Wednesday of alternate months, at 7.30pm: 25 November
Deacons Court: The second Wednesday of each month, at 7pm: 9 September, 14 October, 11 November
Quarterly Communion: Sunday 13 September, 10am and 7pm

Sunday November 22

10am
5pm
7pm
Wednesday November 25 7.30pm

Reign of Christ - 70th anniversary service of Carrington College
Knox@5, Gathering Area
Worship: Special choral service

Sunday November 29

Advent: St Andrew’s Day, Kirkin’ the Tartan. 100th anniversary of Studholme
College
Knox@5, Gathering Area
Advent Processional

Sunday December 6

Tuesday December 8

10am
5pm
7pm
10am
5pm
7pm
7.30pm

Church Council

Advent 2: Quarterly Communion
Knox@5, Gathering Area
Quarterly Communion
Messiah, City Choir concert at Town Hall

Wednesday December 9 7.30pm

Deacons Court meets

Sunday December13

Advent 3, Sunday School Pageant
Knox@5, Gathering Area (final Knox@5 for this year, restarting February 14)
Worship, Meditative Service

10am
5pm
7pm

School holidays: Friday 18 December until Monday 30 January 2016.
Choir, Sunday School and Youth Group do not meet.
Sunday December 20

10am
7pm
Thursday 24 December 11.30pm

Advent 4: Carol Service
Nine lessons and carols
Christmas Eve, choir sings from about 10.45pm

Friday December 25

Christmas Day (NOTE: 9.30 start time)

Sunday December 27

9.30am

10am
7pm
Sunday 3 January 2016
10am
7pm
Sunday January 10
10am
7pm
Sunday January 17
10am
7pm
Sunday January 24
10am
7pm
Sunday January 31
10am
7pm
Sunday February 7
10am
7pm
Wednesday February 10
7pm
7.30pm
Sunday February 14
10am
7pm
Sunday February 21
10am
7pm

Christmas 1
Christmas 1
Christmas 2
Christmas 2
Epiphany
Epiphany 2
Epiphany 3
Epiphany 4
Epiphany 5
Ash Wednesday service
Deacons Court meets
Lent 1
Lent 2

Passing the peace:
A quick handshake and
move on to the next person
— that’s easy to do. But
Passing the Peace is more
about clasping hands and
taking a moment to really
look at someone. A hymn
by Fred Kaan that we have
sometimes sung puts it well:
“Put peace into each other’s
hands
like bread we break for
sharing;
look people warmly in the
eye;
our life is made for caring.”
— An Older Member
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PSO’s outreach to youth in the community
In this second article in the
series on Presbyterian Support
Otago (PSO), we look at how
Knox Church played a part
in addressing the needs of
children in the early days of the
Dunedin community and how
PSO continues this work today.

Fifty years after the establishment of
First Church in Dunedin, Rutherford
Wardell, the then editor of The
Christian Outlook (later called The
Outlook) waged a major campaign
highlighting the plight in Dunedin and
in other communities of a large number
of orphaned and destitute children,
many of them Presbyterian. There was
considerable debate on whether the
church should be involved at all. For
those arguing that the church should
be involved, there was a separate debate
on what form it should take. One view
was that Presbyterian orphans should
be taken into Presbyterian homes,
while others — partly, it seems, as a
result of the lead being set by other
churches — saw the establishment of
orphanages as the answer.
While this debate continued, it was
in 1906 that the deaconesses at Knox
Church and First Church, Mary
McQueen and Evelyn Macadam, took
matters into their own hands. They had
become so concerned about the plight
of children on the streets near their
churches that they took the children
into the home they shared at 100
George Street.
This situation was highly unsatisfactory
and led to some key decisions being
made a few days later that led in 1907
to the establishment of a number of
Presbyterian Orphanages in Dunedin
and Otago.
The days of orphanages is now past.
Today, Presbyterian Support Otago
addresses the needs of young people
in a more contemporary way as the
following two examples highlight:
Spring is a time for Growing Taller
At the heart of all Presbyterian Support
Otago’s Family Works services is the
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welfare of children. We support parents
and communities so that children
may thrive and enjoy the freedom of
childhood. Family Works also offers
a number of programmes to directly
assist children facing challenges in their
lives.
One of these programmes is “Growing
Taller”, a fun, activity-based group
programme.
Growing Taller helps children aged
six to 11 years who are experiencing
stressful life events at home, school
or in peer relationships. Children
dealing with stress can find it difficult
to manage their emotions, may feel
anxious and lack confidence in their
own abilities.
“Now I know that when I make a
mistake it’s not the end of the world.”
This statement from Jill, a Growing
Taller participant, is just the sort of
resilience our programme aims to
build in young children. There is an
element of fun built into each of the
seven weekly sessions to help children
remember little prompts to recall when
they feel anxious or sad. By recognising
their own emotions, they can take steps
to prevent situations from escalating
and overwhelming them. This is deeply
empowering for a child.

Your support for Presbyterian Support
Otago and Family Works is helping
children like Jill to “grow taller”.
www.psotago.org.nz
Youthgrow: helping young people
to reach their potential
Presbyterian Support Otago’s
Youthgrow development programme
aims to help young people become
work ready and life ready. Participants
(aged 15-21 yrs) face a range of mental
health and personal issues, making
it difficult for them to succeed in a
standard school environment.
The programme, one of Presbyterian
Support Otago’s most successful,
began in 2002 out of concern at the
increasing number of young people
— men, in particular — who were
coming to the Foodbank.
When asked what they wanted most,
other than something to eat, they all
said, “a job”. So the Youthgrow plant
nursery and development programme
began.
Youthgrow offers a supportive
environment which equips young
people with the skills for independence,
including a nationally recognised
horticulture qualification. The values
of belonging, mastery, independence

PSO’s outreach to youth in the community
and generosity add heart
and character to their
education. The skills gained
help young people take
their place in society and
encourages them through
their experience to help
others.
A recent independent
evaluation of the
Youthgrow programme
found that the majority
of graduates experienced
greater self-confidence and
improved employment
opportunities. Benefits
described by participants
included: “made me feel
human again”; “helped me figure out
what I want to do in life”; “(learnt)
more strategies on how to deal with
conflict”; “gave me confidence to go to
Polytech”; “improved my social skills

railway station.
The plants
and herbs are
locally grown,
of exceptional
quality and
great value.
Come and meet
the Youthgrow
team.
Wesbite: otago.
familyworks.
org.nz/
node/458
— compiled by
David
Richardson *
— being able to chat with people”.
You can support Youthgrow by visiting
the nursery at 146 Norwood Road,
North East Valley, or at the Saturday
Otago Farmers Market, Dunedin

* Knox member and former Joint
Session Clerk David Richardson, who
wrote the introduction, has been on the
Board of PSO for the past seven years
and chairman for the past two years.

The Journey of the Magi, a poem by TS Eliot
The Journey Of The Magi (1927)
by TS Eliot (1888-1965)

“A cold coming we had of it,
Just the worst time of the year
For a journey, and such a long journey:
The ways deep and the weather sharp,
The very dead of winter.”
And the camels galled, sorefooted, refractory,
Lying down in the melting snow.
There were times we regretted
The summer palaces on slopes, the terraces,
And the silken girls bringing sherbet.
Then the camel men cursing and grumbling
and running away, and wanting their liquor and women,
And the night-fires going out, and the lack of shelters,
And the cities hostile and the towns unfriendly
And the villages dirty and charging high prices:
A hard time we had of it.
At the end we preferred to travel all night,
Sleeping in snatches,
With the voices singing in our ears, saying
That this was all folly.
Then at dawn we came down to a temperate valley,
Wet, below the snow line, smelling of vegetation;
With a running stream and a water-mill beating the
darkness,

And three trees on the low sky,
And an old white horse galloped away
in the meadow.
Then we came to a tavern with vineleaves over the lintel,
Six hands at an open door dicing for
pieces of silver,
And feet kicking the empty wine-skins.
But there was no information, and so
we continued
And arriving at evening, not a moment
too soon
Finding the place; it was (you might
say) satisfactory.

All this was a long time ago, I remember,
And I would do it again, but set down
This set down
This: were we led all that way for
Birth or Death? There was a Birth, certainly
We had evidence and no doubt. I had seen birth and death,
But had thought they were different; this Birth was
Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death.
We returned to our places, these Kingdoms,
But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation,
With an alien people clutching their gods.
I should be glad of another death.
Image: Journey of the Magi (1902) by James Tissot
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Margaret Feist’s quiet strength remembered
It has been a hard winter for Knox,
with several prominent parish
members dying. Their passing was
once again remembered on All
Saints Day, Sunday, November 1.
This is an appreciation of the life of
Margaret Feist, her time in our parish
and outside.
Margaret was a great listener and Knox
Minister Kerry Enright remembers
working closely with Margaret in
relation to changes at the Theological
Hall 15 years ago.
“I remember her assisting the principal
of the School of Ministry to put in
place some educational processes and
to assist him in making decisions.
She brought to this task good
administrative and human resource
skills and experience. She facilitated
and contributed to some very difficult
meetings,” Kerry said.
Ken Irwin lauded Margaret’s gifts as
a teacher, leader and administrator of
professionalism and integrity.
“Margaret preferred a background
role in facilitating other people’s
strengths and skills. She has worked

discreetly yet effectively in developing
administrative systems that support
ministry and service both at Knox in
her capacity as administrator and as
convener of pastoral care, and in the
wider church. She has been patient
and careful in writing guidelines and
standards for the practice of pastoral
care that are both user-friendly
and professional. Regular clinical
supervision for ministers and training
in ethics are now standard practices.
The Presbyterian Church is now a
much ‘safer’ place for the people it
serves. Margaret was a wise and kindly

person. She has been a thinking
disciple with an inquiring mind.”
Margaret was a true “liberal”.
Former Knox minister Sarah Mitchell
remembers meeting Margaret as a
young high school teacher.
“I was in awe of this strong woman:
wife, mother, woman of the manse
and highly respected teacher. Awe and
respect were later augmented as we
became friends, colleagues and more
lately sharing ministries together at
Knox Church. Margaret became my
go-to person when I sought expertise
in ministry supervision, administration
redevelopment and all things literary.
She had a way of getting to the nub
of issues and enabled students to
think carefully and critically about
their ministry education ... Her active
involvement in the editorial team
brought a thoughtful dimension to
the reshaped ‘Knox News’. Margaret
(and Don too) were ideal parishioners.
They knew what it was like to be in
“the manse”, they expected probing,
questioning theology and they offered
wise encouragement and affirmation.”
— Compiled by Judy Breward

Church’s link with Carrington College celebrated
On Sunday, 22 November, Knox
Church celebrated the 70th
anniversary of Carrington College.
Knox Church was responsible for
the College’s establishment so it
was right the anniversary service
was at Knox.
The original idea for establishing
the college came from the Rev
Harold Turner, Knox Assistant
Minister, in 1940, in light of
Knox’s large student attendance.
A property used for the training
of deaconesses became available.
The Knox minister, Rev. D.C. Herron, a member of the
University Council, supported the proposal.
In 1941, the initial 10 residents came to live in Stuart House
in Cumberland Street with Mr Turner as the first Head of
College.
Several changes were made in the early years and Carrington
became a College for women. Arana was founded as a sister
college and Mr Turner became its full-time head.
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He was also first
head of Carrington
1945-1946. Mr
Turner also founded
the University Book
Shop. He worked in
Africa and Scotland
for many years and
went on to be a
world-recognised
expert in African
Christianity.
Carrington College is
named after George
William Carrington, who was an active member and officebearer of Knox, being treasurer from 1923 to 1937 and a
long-serving elder.
The Very Rev Luke Jenkins, father of Margaret Feist,
was head of Carrington College for 20 years from 1953.
Several present members of Knox Church were residents of
Carrington in the Jenkins years.

Events put Knox in the public eye
Big concerts at Knox in
the past three months
have kept Ben, our church
officer, extremely busy
setting up and cleaning up
afterwards; and have kept
Ben and Matthew Gordon
busy on the sound desk.
Dunedin Youth Orchestra
and City Choir Dunedin
presented the huge concert
“These Lands Are Ours” at
Knox on September 26.
Then, after Friday October
9’s Bridal Glamour show,
there was a packed Acoustic
Church Tour concert on
Saturday, October 10.
Have a look at the boxes
of gear they packed into
the church on Saturday
afternoon (pictured below).
On Wednesday October
23, there was a show
by “Dr Libby”; and on
Tuesday October 27, the
Otago Girls’ High School
service, followed by a full
day of cleaning for Ben!
The wonderful new stage
units built by Chris Bloore
and Scott (though, to be
honest, mostly by Chris!)
were used at the DYO
concert, as the runway
for the Bridal Glamour
show and by the Acoustic
Church Tour band. These
adaptable units are sure to
be used in many concerts.
— Scott Blackwell

The two photos above are from the
“Remember O Thou Man” concert on
November 8. Photos: Ian Thomson
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Peacing out in the stadium
A big shout of thanks to all who
supported the Peacing Out day
at the Stadium on September 20.
Peter Matheson wrote:
We were the only church represented,
among 30 or so stalls.
Our stall was next to Oil Free Otago,
natural health, with Rape Crisis,
Amnesty, and countless others. It
was good to be there and to be seen
to be there.
Our young people’s contribution
was moving with their words and
images. Our cross-cultural and social
outreach dimension really came
across.
The whole show was run quite
professionally; very moving Mihi,
kapahaka, African drumming,
chinese dragon dance, Calla
Knudson-Hollebon among others in

a beautiful contemporary dance.
Something to learn for everyone.
Few people engaged closely with our
stall, something I observed in almost
all the other stalls, too.
How does one get across these days?
The main thing, I think, is that we
were there, and were seen to be there.
Personally, I enjoyed mixing with all
manner of people and groups. It was
devilishly cold, and Tracey helped
me break camp long before the end,
but it felt good to have been there.
The material assembled and
presented by Janet and John, Jill
and Kang Shil is something of a
revelation, summarising our wide
range of actions and concerns, so
we’ve left it in the Gathering Area
for others to reflect on and be
encouraged by.
— Peter Matheson

Knox@5 makes its mark
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Knox Youth

K

nox Youth Group has continued to meet on Sunday
mornings and for occasional events. In our regular
meetings, we’ve discussed topics ranging from prayer
to how we think about God, Jesus and the church. The
annual bowling night, which was held on Saturday the 17th
of October, was a great success. The evening began with a
shared meal, and leftover pizzas were gratefully accepted
by the Dunedin Night Shelter. Over Labour Weekend,
members of the Junior Youth Group attended “The Story”
camp, which was held at Tirohanga camp with other
intermediate youth groups from around Dunedin. Brad
gave a presentation of the “big story” right from “creation”
all the way to the “new creation,” and Mary Somerville and
Matt talked about how the story fits into the church and our
own lives. We did heaps of fun activities — paintball and
spotlight were definitely highlights! Planning is well under
way for the Christmas play, as well as for making 2016 an
exciting year for youth ministry at Knox. Watch this space! If
you’re between 10 and 18, we’d love to have you come along
to youth group! We have been very grateful for leadership
from members of the Tertiary and Young Professionals
group, but we’re always looking for extra support in one way
or another! Please contact Erin (erin.holly@gmail.com) or
Nic (nicholas_haslam@hotmail.com). — Nic Haslam

Photos: Tirohanga camp by Nic Haslam
Bowling night by Dave Hanan

... and bowling up a storm
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Knox people
Meet Zoë Hayes, who is
assisting as church officer on
Ben’s days off. Zoë is a 21-yearold student of social services.
Raised in Dunedin, she
completes her course this year.
Meantime, she is busy coming
to grips with all the many and
varied tasks of a church officer.
Lydia Annie Sinclair (six
months) was baptised at Knox
on September 27. Lydia is the
daughter of Stephen and Louisa
Sinclair (and sister to Vanessa).
They moved to Dunedin in 2010
from Northern Ireland.
“We feel well settled in Dunedin
and believe Knox is the right
church for our family. We were
both brought up attending
church regularly and we hope
to give our daughters the same
opportunity to grow up with a
church family.”
• Welcome to new
friends: Page 11
¶¶¶
Michael Bishop was married on
October 3 to Susanna Greaves.
Michael’s mum Suzanne was
already in bridal mode following
the wedding of daughter Joanna on
July 11, and leading up to the Bridal
Glamour show the Friday night
following, October 9 (Report, P4-7).
¶¶¶
Erin Tarbotton married Tim
Wilkinson at Knox on
October 24 and the
choir enjoyed singing
some of Erin’s favourite
music for her, just as
she’s often sung solos
for us.
¶¶¶
Knox member
Christine Miller died
on 5 August. She
was the wife of Peter, and mother
of Stuart and Geoffrey. The family
attended Knox over many years and
sat in the back pews just inside the
main door. A private service was held
for Christine.
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Delivered by:

Contact:

Contact Information
Minister: Kerry Enright
477-0229, 0274 675-542 or
email minister@knoxchurch.net
Clerk of Council
Alison Tait 476-1778
or 021 136-2404
alison.tait@xtra.co.nz
Clerk of Deacons Court
SuzanneBishop 476-3271
suzken.bishop@xtra.co.nz
Envelope Secretary
Helen Thew 471-2147
r.h.thew@xtra.co.nz
Treasurer
Janice Tofia 473-9876
janice.tofia@gmail.com

Prayer Covenant:
Most of us find it difficult to sustain
a regular pattern of prayer these days.
It would help to talk it through with
others, see what works and doesn’t
work, and feel supported. The initial
meeting was held on 8 November.
Peter Matheson (pictured as
a young lecturer, historian
Roland Bainton) said the group
would offer mutual support in
developing a regular discipline of
prayer. We could share resources.
There is no “right” way to go
about deepening our prayer.
We start with a “confession” of
ignorance. A key issue is moving
from mind to heart, often helped
by careful listening to others, or slowly
coming to terms with a psalm or a
biblical text. Another meeting will be
held soon, date yet to be set.
— Peter Matheson and Liz Miller

Organist & Choir Director
Karen Knudson 477-2749
Church Officer
Benjamin Thew 477-0229
churchofficer@knoxchurch.net
Parish Office
Church secretary:
Jacqui Carroll,
449 George St
Phone (03) 477-0229
Mon-Fri 9am-Noon
449 George St, Dunedin, 9016
admin@knoxchurch.net
www.knoxchurch.net
For more news and
photos from Knox
Church, please follow
us on Twitter
@ KnoxChurchDUN
and “Like” our page on
FaceBook. Follow the links
from our website:
www.knoxchurch.net

