
and develops healthy community. 
Such developments call for wisdom, resolve 
and imagination from our national and local 
leaders. 
As Knox is a church committed to the 
common good, I wonder what this 
announcement calls forth from us even as we 
offer support for those affected. We want to 
help build a community where people can offer 
their gifts for 
fair reward 
and where 
everyone is 
able to feel 
part of a 
buoyant and 
inclusive city. 
March 
1st is Ash 
Wednesday, 
the first day 
of the season 
of Lent 
during which 
we prepare 
for the celebration of Easter.
The Christian faith has an expansive 
understanding of the crucifixion and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Easter portrays 
the ongoing capacity of Jesus and his way to 
influence and change people and powers. 
The refusal of Jesus to succumb to the powers 

that trample came to be seen as a divine 
breakthrough. Our faith was bold enough to 
claim that what crucifies people does not have 
final say, that the Jesus life can be reborn from 
utter darkness.
The early followers saw in Jesus the in-breaking 
of the empire of God in contrast to the empire 
of Rome. He overturned what excluded and 
disempowered people. 

From an historical 
or scientific 
perspective, many 
people find the 
resurrection an 
unfathomable 
conundrum or a 
nonsense. 
I am more 
interested in what 
is proclaimed, 
namely that Jesus 
was raised to draw 
people into a new 
world he ushered 
in. That new 

world includes an economy where people are 
gainfully employed and justly rewarded, where 
inequality is minimal and poverty overcome.
It is about real life in real time now in the 
shadow of a factory closing. We are an Easter 
people.

— Shalom, Kerry
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Letter
Dear friends,
I write this on the day 
Cadbury’s announced 
the closure of its 
Dunedin factory. 
The loss of 362 jobs 
and the impact on 
associated contractors 
is a big blow to 
many people and 
families and to the 
city. Dunedin will 
need to keep working 
at developing a 
sustainable economy 
that employs people 

Tanara, our steadfast 
voice of Knox Choir 
for 20 years: Page 19
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Knox Church Council news
The Council began the year 
well with a retreat at Portobello 
Presbyterian Church.
It was well facilitated by Knox 
member Yvonne Smith, who 
had us drawing, thinking and 
laughing. Thanks Yvonne!
We were asked to think of 
metaphors to describe our 
experiences of last year. It was a 
tough year and so there
were images of fire, wind 
and wilting. Yet we were also 
hopeful, as we felt last year was 
a necessary part of our
growth as a church. 
Differences in the congregation 
required us to grapple with 
basic questions of purpose and 
vision. 
We had to keep asking what we 
were trying to achieve. 
We knew Knox had been 
through these seasons many times in its 
history and had flourished. 
We learned to depend more on one 
another, and as such we approach
this year with a more positive and 
hopeful spirit.
In preparation for the retreat, people in 
the congregation provided many great 
ideas, including how to improve
communication, how to make sure 

our young people feel welcome, and 
improving Knox’s relationship with the
wider church. 
Thank you — these suggestions 
have been very helpful. We are now 
developing an annual plan, with 
progress to be monitored and reported 
in the Knox News and in Sunday 
bulletins after Council meetings. 

The Presbytery Review Group’s 
recommendations are expected 

sometime in March. We anticipate that 
these recommendations will help us 
function more effectively as a Church 
Council.
In addition, this year we will:
•	 Restart last year’s Stewardship 

programme;
•	 Give expression to being a Kids 

Friendly Congregation;
•	 Improve the provision of hospitality 

to students; 
•	 Incorporate a greater diversity of 

cultural expression in worship; 
•	 Deepen our partnerships with 

neighbouring bodies and churches;
•	 Continue to diversify our worship;
•	 Review our provision of pastoral 

care;
•	 Run “how to” activities e.g. how to 

write prayers.
•	 Strengthen Goal Groups with 

clearer terms of reference and 
processes;

•	 Offer study and home groups;
•	 Update our basic policies;
•	 Improve communication within 

and from Knox.
— Sincerely, 

Alison Tait, Council Clerk 
Photo: Ian Thomson

We give thanks for our friends.
Our dear friends.
We anger each other;
We fail each other.
We share this sad earth, this tender life, 
this precious time.
Such richness. Such wildness.
Together we are blown about.
Together we are dragged along.
All this delight.
All this suffering.
All this forgiving life.
We hold it together.

—Michael Leunig, Australian cartoonist, poet 
and author. Suggested by Mavis Duncanson

A prayer for
our friends
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Saying Yes to children: the Kids Friendly journey
On Sunday, 18 December, an eight-
year journey towards becoming a 
more child-aware church culminated 
in Knox being officially designated a 
Kids Friendly church. The presentation, 
overseen by regional co-ordinator 
Cheryl Harray (pictured below), was 
not only the end of a long process but 
also, more importantly, a beginning.
Here, in her remarks to the 
congregation, Cheryl relates some of 
that journey and what it will mean for 
Knox:

Becoming a Kids Friendly church 
is definitely a journey, not a 

destination. … Knox Session agreed to 
start this journey about eight years ago 
— the journey began with a YES. 
There have been a few bumps and stops 
along the way, but there was always a 
willingness to say yes and find a way 
to keep going. So this year, over three 
meetings, I helped a small group at 
Knox complete a Kids Friendly self-
review.
We looked at 10 areas of ministry with 
children, always asking, “What do we 
want for the children and families who 
come to Knox already or who we want 
to come to Knox?” 
There were lots of possible ideas 
discussed, shaped by the knowledge 
of this church and the children who 
come. For the values to be embedded 
into who you are as a church, it will 
require a growing understanding and 
more practical ideas — not just by the 
small team that met with me, but by 
everyone! 
Some ideas will work straight away, 
others will take time, some may flop, 
but keep going! Understanding the 
“WHY” 
behind ideas is 
the important 
thing. Be 
willing to say 
yes if you are 
invited to do 
something — 
be that to pray, 
give financially, 
help with 

activities, or give positive 
feedback or encouragement 
to leaders.
There are five statements 
which summarise the values 
of being a Kids Friendly 
church: 
•	 Are children welcomed  

by name and do we 
know the children’s 
names? Do they know 
ours and anything 
about us or are we 
just a bunch of older 
people?
•	 Children 
belong and participate 
in the life and 
worship of the faith 

community. What will 
this look like, sound 
like, feel like week by 
week? You have already 
experienced some of 
Kerry’s creative ideas — 
he is gifted in opening 
up themes and scripture 
in multi-sensory ways. 

Children and younger people 
respond enthusiastically to these 
more interactive learning styles. Are 
we willing to make space in the 
current style of the service so that 
our young people can hear, see and 
believe, and live out God’s story for 
themselves?

• Continues on Page 4
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Saying Yes to children: the Kids Friendly journey

•	 Children are encouraged to explore, learn 
and experience the love of Christ

•	 Up at the front with Kerry, in a learning 
time of Sunday School, or over morning 
tea through conversation and support, 
children need people to walk alongside 
them in all these places. Some churches 
organise prayer or activity buddies to 
facilitate intergenerational relationship 
building. 

•	 Children are valued for the immense 
love and life they bring to the whole 
church family. One observation I have 
from working with churches around 
Otago and Southland is that children 
by their nature bring a vibrancy to a 
worship service that is missing when they 
are not present. The sounds of babies 
and toddlers, the movement and honest 
comments of older children — value 
them, make space for them, explain what 
parts of the service and rituals mean, 
invite them to participate with people of 
all ages.

•	 And finally, becoming a Kids Friendly 
church is not 
about everything 
centring around 
the children; 
but it does mean 
intentionally 
asking “What 
would it look like 
to include the 
children in what 
we are doing, this 
important stuff of 
worship and faith 
and mission; and how do we want to pass 
it on to the next generation?”

So Knox has started on a Kids Friendly 
journey. Do you know how it will turn out 
as you carry on? No. Do you know all the 
circumstances of your church and what 
welcoming and caring for children will look 
like in future? No.
Have you prepared as best you can for the 
next steps? Yes. 
Keep on saying “YES” to this exciting Kids 
Friendly journey! Keep on listening to God 
and one another each step of the way.
God bless you. >

• From Page 3 Here’s some Kids Friendly ideas:
Recently, a group of Knox people 
met to brainstorm about how 
we could be more welcoming to 
children and young families. 
As Kerry reminded us all: “Faith 
is only a generation away from 
ending”. 
Things, as 
they say, have 
changed. 
Churches 
now must 
compete with 
open shops 
and sporting 
events on 
Sundays. 
Lives are 
hectic and 
full. And 
fewer and 
fewer attend 
church 
regularly, if at all. 
So how best to grow faith among 
children and teens? 
What support do we need to give 
to our parents, grandparents 
and whānau to help them raise 
children in faith? How do we 
create space for Sunday worship 
for families? 
Much of what was discussed 
focused on fostering more 
inter-generational relationships 
between the older members and 
the young people.

Here are a few ideas:
•	 Expand the role of children 

and teens in church life, such 
as greeting people at the 
doors, serving morning tea, 
doing the prayer for others, 
doing the Bible reading.

•	 Have inter-generational 
storytelling nights at the 
church with the children.

•	 Become an “honorary 
grandparent” Write birthday 
greetings or Christmas/

Easter cards to the Knox 
children.

•	 Have the congregation sing 
Happy Birthday to the 
children.

•	 Have more toys in the play 
area in the side chapel.

•	 Redo the 
crèche area — 
parents don’t find 
it child-friendly.
•	 Have 
Sunday School 
start at 9.45am 
so children can 
come back into the 
worship service in 
time to share what 
they’ve learned 
with the rest of the 
congregation.
•	 Have a 
relaxed breakfast-

style worship earlier on 
Sunday so time-pressured 
families can go to church and 
still have a full day.

•	 Have children act out the 
Bible reading.

•	 Have children’s drawings as 
the opening slide on the TV 
monitors.

•	 Initiate a Seder-inspired 
element to worship, whereby 
children ask the Minister 
or worship leader four 
questions, e.g. at Easter, why 
is this day important for us? 
This helps to remind us that 
we are all God’s children and 
seek answers as children do.

•	 Re-introduce family-centred 
events, such as Christmas 
tree decoration, Matariki 
storytelling and hot 
chocolate, a church picnic, 
themed congregational 
dinners (Scottish, Pasifica, 
Asian).

•	 Church camp.
Keep your thinking caps on. >
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Financial matters continue to be 
pressing issues for Knox Church, 
writes Suzanne Bishop, the Clerk of 
the Deacons Court.

Most contracts for services have been 
renegotiated for better deals. 
Lindsay Miller has been particularly 
proactive in reducing the costs 
of alarm monitoring, which are a 
surprisingly large outgoing. 
Rental contracts have been finalised 
for 2017, and all indicate that rents 
cannot go into arrears. All of these 
actions are in an effort to reduce costs. 
Hopefully, as gains from the 
stewardship campaign begin to show, 
the deficit will begin to decrease.

Repairs and Maintenance are an on–
going matter.
•	 With the recent hail storm, there 

was a significant leak in the 
Gathering Area and creche room 
(pictured above, being dried).

•	 The Zip hot water boiler also 
needed repairing over the holiday 

period.
•	 A patch of “old man’s beard” has 

been removed from the garden at 
the request of the Dunedin City 
Council. 

•	 Window barriers have been 
installed on the window to Room 
2 and the Matheson Room to 
protect them from cars being 
driven into them. Thanks to 
Andrew Meek for this work.

•	 Another cupboard has been 
installed in the choir room so that 
organ music can be stored. Thanks 
to Chris Bloore, Andrew Meek 
and Scott Blackwell.

Car parks
Work will begin shortly to add three 
more car parks to the section managed 
by Wilson Parking. There will be 
a significant increase in revenue as 
a result. Some shrubs have been 
removed in preparation for this. 
The car parks near the Gathering
Area have been marked out and 
painted. There may be room for 
another park in this area. 
Parking in the grounds without 
permission is an on-going problem.

Other matters under discussion:
•	 The Deacons Court is considering 

a number of areas which will 
require policy development by 
Church Council.

•	 We are also still looking for a 
vandal-proof signage system 
for a church noticeboard in the 
grounds.

•	 Knox is on the waiting list for a 
Lilliput Library.

•	 After a suggestion from Rhys 
Thorn, we are going to explore the 
possibility of being a wi-fi hotspot 
area.

Deacons Court Report
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On 31 October, it will 
be 500 years since 
Martin Luther nailed his 
95 theses on the door 
of Wittenberg Castle 
Church, marking the 
official “start” of what 
became known as the 
Reformation.
Peter Matheson, a 
Reformation historian, 
says Luther still speaks 
to 2017 Dunedin — if 
we have the courage to 
listen to him.

Down through the 
centuries, there have been 
countless triumphalist, 
tub-thumping celebrations 
of the Reformation.
Here in New Zealand, 
too, we have seen sharp 
polemic flying against 
the Jesuits, the Pope, 
an allegedly hopelessly 
corrupt Roman church.
We stood tall because we 
made the Catholics look 
small.
Today, we know that it 
was as a loyal Catholic that Luther, 
who was first and foremost a biblical 
scholar and a caring pastor, found 
himself edging into protest.
Today, we know that the late medieval 
church was jam-packed with reform 
movements, with profound lay and 
clerical piety.
We know that there were many 
Reformations: Catholic, scholarly, 
humanist, stirrings of the common 
folk, Lutheran, Reformed, Radical.

So we speak today about the tragic 
necessity of the Reformation.

Not about celebration.

Jump to today’s church.
Martin Luther can inspire and 

provoke us today because he burrowed 
down beneath the churchy conflicts to 
ask: Where is the heart of the Gospel? 
He found the ear of the opinion-

makers of his time, the Kim Hills, 
because he combined, as Shakespeare 
and few others did, a piercing intellect 
and a raw, earthy, lyrical way of 
speaking.
So many of the problems in our 
churches today arise from our caution 
about facing the big intellectual 
challenges, and from our stale, worn-
out churchy language.

We need to listen 
to Luther.

In my view, and that 
of many others, Luther 
unfortunately lived 
far too long! Towards 
the end of his life he 
poured out obscene 
and baseless attacks on 
the Jews, the Pope, on 
radical Christians.
So, we are not here to 

glorify or gloss over any 
of that.
On the other hand, 
if Luther were to sit 
in on much of our 
contemporary worship 
and church politics, 
he would be thunder-
struck, outraged.
And rightly so.
Let me put it simply: 
Luther is not “our man 
in the 16th century”.
And Pope Francis, 
likewise, has nothing 
in common with the 
Renaissance Papacy.
So often we use the past 
to boost ourselves.
But the reason why folk 
like myself have spent 
their lives studying 
this period is that it is 
foreign country.

It challenges us at every 
step, and not least our 

own lukewarm faith.
It was sheer madness 
what Luther, an 
obscure monk in 

a minor mudhole of a university, 
did: challenging not only Pope 
and Emperor, but the traditions of 
centuries.
He described himself as a clown.
He followed his theological nose 
wherever it led him.

Learning from Luther

• Continues on Page 7
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He was a great risk taker.
How we understand sexuality today, or 
the dignity of work, or the role of the 
minister as servant, or the centrality of 
freedom of the conscience, is fed by a 
thousand sources.
But Luther is one of them.

Above all, he raised the God 
question.

Where is God to be found? Not in a 
theology of glory, he said.
But in a child in the manger, in a 
healer and provocateur wandering the 
highways and byways of Palestine, in 
the desolation of dereliction we call the 
Cross.

That Reformation which turned 
everything upside down can still turn 
us on our heads, too.
As you may know, I am particularly 

inspired by a 16th-
century  Bavarian 
woman (Argula 
von Grumbach) 
who faced the 
real prospect of 
martyrdom rather 
than keeping silent 

about spiritual oppression. The Word of 
God came totally alive for her, thanks 
to Luther, and her beloved quotations 
litter my own copy of the Bible.
In the end, the Reformation is not 
about slogans: justification by faith, 
Scripture alone, Christ alone. It is 
about how we take these affirmations 
and make them real in our inner lives 
and outward expressions, in our church 
and in world, here and now.

— Peter Matheson

• Continued from Page 6
Learning from Luther

Knox folk respond generously
Stewardship Campaign Update:
There’s been an amazing response 
to the first stage of our Christian 
Giving campaign. 
Kicked off late last year, Christian 
giving material, a pledge card and 
a letter was sent to everyone on 
our church roll, followed up by 
a first round of visits by Church 
Council members and other 
willing people. 
As of mid-February, we’ve already seen 
an increase of $15,330 towards the life 
and mission of Knox Church! 
So far: 28 pledges have been returned, 
with commitments of between two and 
five years. This long-term pledging is 
important as it allows church leaders to 
plan beyond one year of giving.

We are also very grateful to other folk 
who, while not filling out pledge cards, 
have responded by increasing their 
weekly giving, either by automatic 
payments or in their collection 
envelopes. There has been a welcome 
increase in the number of people who 
have transferred from envelopes to an 
AP. This means that even if you are 

away or can’t make a worship service, 
you know you can still make a weekly 
financial contribution to the life and 
work of your church.
If you’d like to find out more about 
how you can set up an AP, Knox 
envelope secretary Helen Thew, would 
be happy to help you. Contact Helen 
at: r.h.thew@xtra.co.nz, or 471-2147.

The second round of the stewardship 
campaign is beginning now. 
If you would like to be visited and 
haven’t yet, or if you’d like to be a 
visitor, please contact Jacqui in the 
church office at admin@knoxchurch.
net, or Council Clerk Alison Tait at 
alison.tait@xtra.co.nz or 476-1778.
Let’s keep the ball rolling! >

Where is God to be found? Not in a theology 
of glory ... [but] in the desolation of 
dereliction we call the Cross.
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From the World 
Communion of 
Reformed Churches: 

Is not this the fast that I 
choose: to loose the bonds 
of injustice, to undo the 
thongs of the yoke, to let the 
oppressed go free, and to 
break every yoke?
Is it not to share your bread 
with the hungry, and bring 
the homeless poor into your 
house; when you see the 
naked, to cover them, and 
not to hide yourself from 
your own kin? 
—Isaiah 58:6-7
On 27 January, United States 
President Donald Trump issued an 
executive order on immigration which 
indefinitely barred Syrian refugees from 
entering the US, suspended all refugee 
admissions for 120 days, limited the 
total number of refugees admitted to 
50,000 for 2017 and blocked citizens of 
seven Muslim-majority countries from 
entering for 90 days.
According to the Pew Research Center, 
in the last year the highest number of 
refugees entering the US came from 
the Democratic Republic of Congo, 
accounting for 16,370. This was 
“followed by Syria (12,587), Burma 
(aka Myanmar, with 12,347), Iraq 
(9880) and Somalia (9020) [of 84,995 
total]. Over the past decade, the largest 
numbers of refugees have come from 
Burma (159,692) and Iraq (135,643).”
Member churches of the World 
Communion of Reformed Churches 
have responded to this executive order, 
which has since been stayed by a US 
federal judge.
J. Herbert Nelson II, of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA), has said 
that the executive order functions to 
further harm the people “who are the 
very victims of terrorism, genocide, 
religious and gender-based persecution, 
and civil war”.
Russell Barr, moderator of the 
Church of Scotland, said, “History 
is littered with instances in which 

human distrust, xenophobia, and 
discrimination have sown hatred 
and conflict; our own desire for self-
preservation taken at the exclusion of 
others. And yet throughout history 
the Bible has called Christians to live 
beyond hatred and fear, demonstrating 
a radical hospitality where the stranger 
finds welcome, and refuge is provided 
for those who are oppressed.”
John Dorhauer, general minister and 
president of the United Church of 
Christ, wrote an essay calling to 
“remember the people behind the 
policies” in which he said, “I wonder 
why the richest nation on earth is being 
asked to hate and fear.”

World Renew, the relief 
organisation serving the 

Christian Reformed Church in North 
America and the Reformed Church in 
America, “understands that citizenship 
in the kingdom of God obligates us to 
the highest law: love for God and for 
our neighbours. Exercising this love 
should lead us to advocate for laws 
that will mandate the just and humane 
treatment of immigrant peoples; 
indeed, love for the immigrant should 
lead us to expand and not retract our 
refugee resettlement programs.”
In addition, hundreds of sisters and 
brothers from member churches have 
signed an interfaith, public letter 
supporting refugee resettlement.
Meeting in Lebanon in 2015, the 

WCRC Executive Committee issued 
a statement calling on our member 
churches to:
•	 Join us in a fresh sense of solidarity 

with Christians in the Middle 
East and a lasting commitment to 
the wellbeing of all people of this 
region.

•	 Welcome the refugees as 
neighbours rather than treat them 
as “others.”

•	 Not ignore or allow our 
governments to ignore the places 
of massive suffering or their 
contribution to it.

Live and pray in the spirit of  Isaiah 
58:6-12. We again renew this call and 
urge our members to:
•	 petition their national governments 

to end the violence in the Middle 
East,

•	 petition their national governments 
to pressure the US government to 
change its policies,

•	 support our sisters and brothers 
in the United States who work 
to welcome people in need and 
overturn their government’s unjust 
policies towards those most in need.

•	 We also call for prayers for those 
directly impacted by this executive 
order—for those families that 
remain forcibly separated, for those 
whose lives were abruptly disrupted, 
for those demonstrating for justice 
and for those working to assist these 
victims of violence and injustices. >

A call to prayer and action
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Breaking Calabashes! 

Dr Rosemary Dewerse was 
our recent guest preacher 
and her subject was “How we 
can be more open to other 
cultures”.

Knox is situated on the 
doorstep of the university and 
polytechnic, and students and 
professionals from all over the 
world walk past our church 
each day — some of them may 
even wonder what goes on in 
this impressive stone building.
Being truly open to other 
cultures — even with the best 
intentions — can be fraught 
with missteps and miscues, says 
visiting preacher Dr Rosemary 
Dewerse. 
Rosemary, a Kiwi, is currently 
the Thornton Blair Research 
Fellow at the Knox Centre for Ministry 
and Leadership, and worked with our 
minister Kerry while he was at Uniting 
World Australia. He invited Rosemary 
to address the Knox congregation on 
12 February.  Afterwards, she led a 
workshop on how churches can be 
more welcoming and inclusive.
She began by acknowledging that all of 
us struggle at times with preconceived 
notions — what she dubbed 

“calabashes” after the hard-shelled 
gourd — about “others”. 
These, she said, need breaking open 
before we can be truly open ourselves.  

Rosemary suggested counter-

behaviours for each “calabash”:

1. Stereotypes are useful for 
understanding people.
Instead, we need to care for identity by 
asking with genuine interest, “Who are 
you?” and listening to people’s stories. 
Caring for identity also meant caring 
for your own; if you are confident and 
grounded in your own identity, you are 
much less likely to become defensive in 
the face of difference.

2. My voice is 
most worthy.
Actually, we 
need to listen 
in particular to 
silenced voices, 
including women 
and people of 
other cultures 
who are often 
dominated by 
Western speakers.  

Too often we ask a question but fail to 
attend to the answer, having already 
“moved on” in our own heads. 
Listening means taking the time 
to wait for the whole answer, and 
engaging wholly with that person.

3. Cultural ignorance is bliss. 
We cannot pretend we live in a mono-
cultural world, and so we need to 
nurture “epistemic ruptures” — that 
which breaks through our long-held 
understandings of the world, and to 
see with new eyes how other people see 
things. Culture tends to mean “how we 
do things around here”, so let’s expose 
ourselves to situations and people who 
do things differently and see what 
happens!

4. Our kind is better than your kind.
Rather than keeping “them” at a 
distance from “us”, seek to personally 
engage with people of other cultures, 
and where we can, boldly advocate 
for justice in our neighbourhoods and 
society. Being prepared to “do justice” 
for people other than ourselves is a 
prerequisite for embracing diversity.

At the end of her workshop, Rosemary 
left people with these two pertinent 
questions: What makes us feel 
welcome? And what makes us feel we 
belong? Something to think about!

— Jill Rutherford

How to become an “inter-cultural” church
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United Nations, here we come!
Carol Grant is finalising 
arrangements for the next 
Presbyterian Women’s delegation 
to fly to New York City on March 9. 
She will be joined by fellow Knox 
member Rachel Dudley-Tombs. 

Twelve wonderfully talented and very 
excited women from around New 
Zealand will gather in
New York to listen, contribute, 
network, plan and celebrate with 
women and girls from around the
world. We come from different 
ethnicities, backgrounds, and 
experiences, but we all long to make
a positive difference for women and 
girls wherever we are.
At the UN, we will be involved in an 
array of events, workshops, forums and 
meetings with representatives from 

governments and civil society. And we 
will make a real contribution to
policies and decisions at the UN 
because our PWANZ voices are 
affirmed and valued as a faith-based
organisation.
Women’s economic empowerment in 
the changing world of work is one of 
the main themes of this year’s summit. 
We’ll also be focusing on the challenges 
and achievements in implementing 
the Millennium Development 
Goals for women and girls, and the 
empowerment of indigenous
women. 
For more information, see www.
unwomen.org/en/csw/csw61-2017

Please keep us in prayer as we prepare 
to leave on March 9, for the long hours 
of travel across the Pacific and the 

US. Be with us in spirit as we work to 
improve the lives of women around the 
world, and pray for our safety both in 
the US and in our return travels.
We will look forward to sharing all the 
good news, positive outcomes, creative 
ideas, and ways all of us together as 
PWANZ women can make a difference 
on our return.

— Carol Grant, PWANZ United 
Nations Convenor

•	This	will	be	Carol’s	fourth	trip	to	the	
UN. And the first for Rachel Dudley-
Tombs. As an American citizen who 
has been away from the United States 
for a long time, Rachel is excited to 
be joining the delegation but says 
that this is “a scary time to be going 
back”. However, she says she has been 
encouraged and energised by the recent 
Women’s March in Dunedin.

Book review
Portholes to the Past (Wellington, 
Steele Roberts Publishers, 2016)

Lloyd Geering is a well-known New 
Zealander, a Presbyterian minister, 
theologian, teacher and writer, who 
has been both loved and reviled by 
many.
Now 99, he has published a 
delightful little memoir subtitled 
“Reflections on the early 20th century”.
Recalling his early life during which 
the family moved many times 
(he attended six different primary 
schools and two different high 
schools) he reflects on the changes 
in education: from Proficiency 
Certificates to contemporary social 
promotion; from rote learning 
to facility with technology; 
from memorising to the ideal of 
developing critical minds. 
As the youngest son of the family by 
many years, Lloyd was deeply conscious 
of the education which he enjoyed and 
excelled in but which the Depression  
were denied to his older brothers.
Growing up between the wars, Lloyd 
was part of the generation of boys who 
donned cadet uniforms once a week 

(at Otago Boys’ High School) and 
practised military drill. 
Later, although he enjoyed the 
experience at the time, he realised 
that the young men were in fact being 
prepared for the defence of the country. 
World War 2 began while he was a 
student in training for the ministry: 

by this time, he had adopted pacifist 
ideals.
In his first parish of Kurow, 
Lloyd was acutely aware that his 
predecessor Arnold Nordmeyer, local 
doctor David McMillan and school 
principal Andy Davidson were the 
architects of a social security system 
which was to be both ground-
breaking and nation-shaping. [The 
1938 Social Security Act developed 
from the medical benefits scheme 
they developed for depression 
workers on the Waitaki hydro dam.]
He writes: “This was one of the 
earliest practical expressions of 
the notion of human rights, a 
phrase that has now become so 
widely accepted as to be almost 
commonplace.”
While Lloyd Geering describes the 
20th century as the last century of 
the Christian era, he nevertheless 

ends on a note of some optimism — 
that the moral values of justice, truth 
and environmental guardianship, 
together with the spiritual forces of 
faith, hope and love, may allow for a 
viable human future.

— Helen Thew
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Advent and Christmas at Knox

Photos: Ian Thomson
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What’s happening at Knox?

Knox Young Adults (KYA):
KYA is welcoming the New Year 
with a new meeting time and a new 
mentoring programme for students 
and young adults! 
This year, we will be meeting at 9am 
on Sundays in the Matheson Room 
for breakfast, prayer and Bible 
study. 
We invite all students and young 
adults to come along and bring their 
appetites!

Currently, students and young adults 
attending morning services make up 
about one fifth of the congregation. 
Last year, our group expressed an 
enthusiasm to connect more with 
other generations at Knox Church. 
The Knox Church mentoring 
programme is one way that we aim to 
build a more intergenerational church 
in 2017.

The mentoring programme will 
connect students and young adults 
with others in the church who can 
offer support, occasional meals, 
academic or professional guidance 
and, most of all, friendship. 
Please contact Heather Moore: 
heather@knoxchurch.net or phone 
027 447-5757 if you are interested 
in being a part of the mentoring 
programme. 

Please keep the Knox Young Adults in 
your prayers this year as they embark 
on new and exciting challenges in 
work and study, as well as spiritual 
and relational growth. 

— Love and Blessings, Heather 
Piccolo:
A pre-school-aged music class that 

meets on Thursday at 9.30am in the 
Gathering Area. We sing, dance and 
play instruments to New Zealand 
kids’ music.
There is no charge but a koha is 
appreciated.
Contact: Mhairi Rowbottom 
022 615-4492 or email mhairirowb@
gmail.com

Women’s Group (Presbyterian 
Women Aotearoa New Zealand):
All women are warmly welcomed. 
Listen to interesting speakers, enjoy a 
coffee and cake together, plan events 
and get involved in projects, local and 
further afield. 
Meets on the third Friday of each 
month, at 7.30pm in the Gathering 
Area.
Contact: Judy Breward
judybreward@xtra.co.nz

Men’s Group:
Calling all Knox blokes! Join us 
for coffee, good discussions and, 
depending on our skills and interests, 
working together on various projects. 
Chainsaws optional. The group hopes 
to meet monthly in 2017.
Contact: Barry Brown 467-5220

Dunedin Interfaith Council:
Set up after 9/11, the group’s 
members are Baha’i, Buddhist, 
Brahma Komari, Muslim, Jewish 
and Christian (Anglican, Roman 
Catholic, Presbyterian, Methodist and 
Mormon). 
The group meets monthly, each time 
at a different place of worship, sharing 
responses to a pre-decided theme 
and then eating together, creating 
strong bonds of trust, friendship and 
understanding. The central theme is 

“Unity in Diversity”.
Contact: Pat Hoffman 455-7331

Walking Together:
Do you enjoy the great outdoors? 
Exploring Dunedin’s abundant nature 
walks? Then join us for a different 
walk on Sunday afternoons about 
once a month (weather permitting). 
And afterwards, enjoy a shared 
afternoon. What could be better?
The group is both safety-conscious 
and flexible, allowing for people’s 
different abilities and fitness levels.
Contact: Janice Crerar 476-0061

Eating Together:
A wonderful opportunity for people 
to meet and “break bread” together 
after morning worship, usually at a 
local restaurant.
All welcome, on the third Sunday of 
each month.
Contact: Patsy Mason 453-0323

yoga@knox
New in 2017, and open to all.
Every Tuesday 8am – 8.50am in the 
Gathering Area.
Wear comfortable clothing; bring a 
mat or a towel to lie on. (Stuffiness, 
age and/or inexperience do not 
constitute an excuse!). 
Come as you are able – you don’t 

• Continues on Page 13
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Leunig:

have to sign up for a course. A koha is 
appreciated.
Contact: Jacqui Carroll in the church 
office.

Tuesday Movies:
Attention film-buffs! 
Tuesday at the Rialto is discount night 
when there are good deals, especially for 
seniors. Chosen films will be advertised in 
the Sunday bulletin. All welcome.
Contact: Jenny Drew at 467 5300 or 
jdrew@xtra.co.nz

• Continuing from Page 12
What’s happening?

The Armed Man
A Mass For Peace
Karl Jenkins

DUNEDIN

Saturday
1 April 

7:30 pm

TOWN HALL
A powerful 

multi-media 

experience!

 Adult $35 to $50         Concession $30 to $40
Student $15         Child free        Service fee will apply
Ticketmaster  0800 111 999    ww.ticketmaster.co.nz
Regent Box Office    or    Forsyth Barr Stadium Gate J

with The Armed Man Film
and Dunedin Symphony Orchestra

David Burchell
conductor
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Tuesday 28 February      Shrove Tuesday

Wednesday 1 March                7pm Ash Wednesday

Thursday 9 March                     6pm Dunedin RSA Choir & Wagga City Rugby Male Choir Concert at Knox

Sunday 12 March                     10am 
                                                      7pm

Lent 2, Quarterly Communion
Worship: Quarterly Communion

Monday 20 March Otago Anniversary Day (public holiday — not University of Otago)

Wednesday 22 March        7.30pm Church Council meeting

Saturday 1 April                   7.30pm “The Armed Man”, (Mass for Peace) by Karl Jenkins. City Choir Dunedin concert 
at Town Hall with DSO and soloists including Claire Barton and Jesse Hanan.

Sunday 9 April                          10am            
                                                      7pm

Palm Sunday
Worship: Choir Lenten carols, service of lessons and carols

Monday 11April — Wednesday Holy Week

Wednesday 12 April                  7pm    Deacons Court

Thursday 13 April                       7pm Maundy Thursday service

Friday 14 April                             7pm Good Friday Vigil at Knox (public holiday)

Sunday 16 April                        10am            
                                                      7pm

Easter Sunday service
Worship

Tuesday 25 April Anzac Day (public holiday)

Wednesday 26 April           7.30pm Church Council meeting

Sunday 7 May                           10am            
                                                      7pm

Easter 4; marking the Reformation, Bishop Wolfgang Huber
Worship

Wednesday 10 May                  7pm Deacons Court

Sunday 14 May                         10am            
                                                      7pm

Easter 5; Mother’s Day
Worship

Wednesday 24 May             7.30pm Church Council meeting

Sunday 4 June                          10am            
                                                      7pm

Pentecost
Worship

Monday 5 June Queen’s Birthday long weekend (public holiday)

Wednesday 7 June University of Otago exams begin

Sunday 11 June                        10am       
                                                      7pm

Trinity — Quarterly Communion
Worship

Wednesday 14 June                 7pm Deacons Court

Wednesday 28 June            7.30pm Church Council meeting

Saturday 2 September       7.30pm City Choir Dunedin concert at Knox Church: Duruflé “Requiem”, with the 
Dunedin Symphony Orchestra and soloists. Conductor: David Burchell

What’s On
Choir practice: Each Wednesday during school terms: 5.15pm-6.30pm (children), 
          6pm-8pm (adults). All welcome to audition.
Knox Church Council: Fourth Wednesday of the month, 7.30pm: February 22, March 22, April 26, May 24.
Deacons Court: Second Wednesday of each month, at 7pm: March 8, April 12, May 10, June 14.
Quarterly Communion: Sunday, March 12, 10am and 7pm 

Daylight Saving ends at 2am on Sunday, April 2.
School holidays: Thursday April 13 – Monday May 1. 

University of Otago mid-term break March 25 to April 4.Note:



Presbyterian Support Otago’s Youth 
Buddy Programme will receive the funds 
raised by the “Walk the Taieri Gorge 
Railway” fundraiser on Sunday 7 May.
Funds raised by the fundraiser will go 
towards a new van. 
The train trip will set off from Dunedin 
Railway Station at 8.30am, returning 
about 3pm. It will stop at Wingatui 
briefly to pick up more passengers. After 
crossing the farmland of the Taieri 
Plains it will climb the winding tracks 
above the Taieri River. 
There are five spectacular bridges to 
cross, three more tunnels to disappear 
into and  views of what nature has 
created over millions of years. If your 
eyes are sharp enough, there is even the 
odd fault line to observe.

The train stops at Flat Stream, the 
passengers disembark and begin the 
8km (up to two-hour) walk back to 
Deep Stream and Machine Creek. 
Walkers are picked up again at this point 
and taken through to Hindon, where 
everyone can enjoy a sausage sizzle.
“Presbyterian Support is very excited to be the recipient 
of the 2017 walk. 
Funds raised will 
contribute to 
purchasing a new 
van to provide access 
to healthy, engaging 
and fun activities 
for vulnerable 
children,” said 
Monica Lindemann, 
PSO marketing and 
fundraising director.
Tickets are $59 
per person (which 
included the 
sausage sizzle at 
Hindon) and must 
be booked prior to 
the day. Tickets will 
sell faster than a 
speeding train! 

Book online today, 
visit Dunedin Station or call (03) 477-4449. Dunedin 
Railways will allocate the seating. 
The organisers, the Lions Club of Dunedin South 

recommends strong footwear, preferably boots and wet 
weather gear (which could be left on the train if not 
required) and a torch for extra light in the tunnels. Also 
bring along a water bottle and lunch or snacks.

The route is fairly flat and will 
appeal to most age groups. 

However, a reasonable level 
of fitness is required and 
children under 12 years are 
not encouraged because of the 
narrowness of the rail cuttings 
and steep fall-off from the railway 
sleepers and ballast. 
If children do attend, they must 
be supervised at all times by 
an accompanying adult.  All 
participants must follow safety 
directions from train crew and 
walking guides both on and off 
the train at all times.
The Taieri Gorge train will have 
a buffet car so that water and 
snacks can be purchased. >
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Walk the Taieri Gorge Railway, support PSO



Page 16

This article was written 
by Shane Claiborne, a 
Christian social activist 
from the United States. 
He advocates for a non-
violent society, service 
to the poor, and care for 
our environment. He is 
a founder of The Simple 
Way. Shane will be 
sharing his experiences 
in a talk on 15 March from 7 to 9pm 
at Holy Name Catholic Church, 
Great King Street, Dunedin.

It was the early Christians who were 
jailed and executed for insurrection, 
charged with this in the New 
Testament: “These people who have 
caused trouble all over the world have 
now come here. … They are all defying 
Caesar’s decrees, saying that there is 
another king, one called Jesus!” (Acts 
17: 6–7)
In a world where pledging allegiance 
to Rome meant declaring, “Caesar is 
Lord,” substituting Jesus for Caesar 
offered a new political orientation. 
Every time the early Christians 
proclaimed, “Jesus is Lord”, they were 
also saying “Caesar is not”. 

It was deeply and subversively 
political. It was as strange to say 

“Jesus is my Lord” 2000 years ago as it 
would be to declare him Commander 
in Chief today. It was an invitation to 
a new political imagination centred 
around the person, teaching, and 
peculiar politics of Christ. That’s 
why the early Christians were seen 
as a threat to power, enemies of the 
state, and accused of treason and 
insurrection.
Nearly every time Jesus opened his 
mouth he talked about “the Kingdom 
of God.” The word he used for 
“Kingdom” was the same word as 
“Empire.” It was not just something we 
hope for when we die, but something 
we are to bring “on earth as it is in 
heaven”. It was about bringing God’s 
dream to earth. 
The norms of the Kingdom of God 
are the inversion of the world. It’s been 

called “the upside-down empire” — 
where the poor are blessed, the last 
come first, the hungry are filled, and 
the mighty are cast down from their 
thrones. It means aligning ourselves 
with the prophets who speak of beating 
our weapons into farm tools, rather 
than conforming to the patterns of 
violence and the business of war. Our 
King does not rule with an iron fist, 
but with a towel, humbly washing feet. 
Jesus spun the whole political system 
on its head. He was born into the 
world as a baby refugee in Palestine, 
in the middle of a genocide. He was 
raised in the badlands 
of Nazareth, where folks 
said, “nothing good can 
come”. He wandered 
the world as a homeless 
rabbi, “with no place to 
lay his head”. His first 
miracle was turning water into wine 
to keep a party going. When the tax 
collectors came to collect their money, 
he had them get a fish and pulled the 
money out of its mouth making a 
lampoon of their political games. He 
challenged the chosen and included the 
excluded. He said to the religious elites, 
“The tax collectors and prostitutes are 
entering the Kingdom ahead of you.” 
That’s the stuff that gets you killed.

He was in constant trouble 
with authority, taken to jail 

as a political prisoner, accused of 
insurrection for claiming to be King. As 
he rides into his trial and execution, he 
enters Jerusalem on the back of an ass. 
It was wonderful street theatre, and the 
fulfilment of prophecy (donkeys weren’t 
icons of power… it would have been 
like a President riding a unicycle into 
Inauguration). His throne was a cross, 

and his crown was made of thorns.
Under his bloody body hung a little 
public service announcement: “Here’s 
your king.” 
But, as Christians around the world 
remember during Lent (the season 
leading up to Easter) — the execution 
of Jesus was not the end of the story. 
As Jesus was executed on the cross he 
made a spectacle of the powers of this 
world. He ripped away the veil and 
showed us what love looks like when 
it stares evil in the face. He exposed 
injustice and hatred, and died with 
grace on his lips.

The state-sanctioned 
execution of Jesus was 
the ultimate subversion 
of death, and power. He 
put death on display. 
And he stole the show 
with love. He was like 

water poured on the electric chair to 
short-circuit the whole system of death 
and hatred, sin and violence. 
Joining the politics of Jesus is about 
joining a revolution. It’s a revolution 
that is big enough to set both the 
oppressed and the oppressors free. It 
is a movement of resistance, standing 
against everything that destroys the life 
and dignity of others. It is a new way 
of thinking about what power really is, 
and what love really looks like. 
So we are hopeful people in 2017, but 
not because we have found a candidate 
that fulfills our deepest hopes but 
because we have learned how to hope 
differently. My hope does not lie in a 
person or a party, or even America. My 
hope … is in Christ alone.

This article first appeared on the 
site, Red Letter Christians. www.

redletterchristians.org >

Dreaming of a better, kinder place



You are invited to join in group stud-
ies during Lent. This year, we will be 
working through “With You Always”, 
a thought-provoking and engaging 
study of Matthew’s Gospel. Written 
by Australian theologian Rob Bos, its 
aim is to deepen spiritual reflection to 
bring us closer to Jesus.
Bos is the national consultant on 
theology and discipleship, Uniting 
Church in Australia. You can read 
more about him and his journey of 
faith at his website, Credible Chris-
tianity www.robertbos.unitingchurch.

org.au, where he explores what might 
be a believable Christian faith for the 
21st century. For Rob, there are three 
aspects to this faith: life-giving spiri-
tual practices; authentic living; and 

clear thinking.
“We have moved from a time when 
Christianity was the social norm for 
people in ‘Western’ nations, to a time 
when Christianity is one option in the 
spiritual marketplace. Churches have 
hardly begun to process this seismic 
shift. Sometimes we hanker for the 
time when Christianity was privileged. 
But the Jesus movement has more to 
do with God’s strength in a situation 
of marginalisation and weakness. We 
therefore have the opportunity for a 
more authentic faith.”
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Some helpful resources
Our world is full of noise and haste. 
So how can we hear the still small 
voice of God? Kerry shares some of 
the ways he “Dives Deeper”:

It is natural to want to keep growing in 
the faith. Growth has many elements.
Christianity is relational. Through our 
lives we aim to grow in our relationship 
with God. As with any relationship, 
growth requires time and attention — 
silence, stillness, reflection, reading, 
praying, meditating — spending time 
in the presence of God, reflecting on 
the life of Jesus, making ourselves 
receptive to God’s Spirit. It can 
involve the lighting of a candle at the 
beginning of or during the day, taking 
time to pause and ponder. It can 
involve reading a passage of the Bible 
and letting the words soak into us. It 
can involve noticing how God has been 
present to us through our day.
Several online resources help me. 
I subscribe to a daily email from 
Sojourners, a community in the USA. 
It sends me a verse, voice and prayer for 
each day.
I follow the blogs of:
•	 Steve Taylor, the Principal of the 

Knox Centre for Ministry and 
Leadership at Knox College (www.
emergentkiwi.org.nz). 

•	 Ben Myers, a lecturer in theology 
at the Uniting Church College in 
Sydney, Faith and Theology (www.
faith-theology.com). 

•	 Kelvin Wright, Bishop of Dunedin, 
Available Light (http://vendr.
blogspot.co.nz). 

It is good to follow people we have come 
to know and respect. I sometimes look 
for what Rowan Williams, the former 
Archbishop of Canterbury, is saying.
We need to be discerning. I go to 
the websites of seminaries or divinity 
schools with good reputations. Yale, 
Harvard, Princeton, Union New York, 
New College Edinburgh, the Uniting 
Church College in Melbourne and the 
Faculty of Theology at Otago University 
often have interesting articles about a 
variety of topics. I am biased because 
I have studied in the USA - I know I 
need to look for southern hemisphere 
seminaries.
I watch what is happening in some 
congregations, Riverside Church in New 
York, for example: www.trcnyc.org.

It is often worth starting with a subject 
that interests us and then adding on 
theology. For example, I am interested 
in law and theology. We could do the 
same with music or science. Calvin 
Seminary in Grand Rapids (www.
calvinseminary.edu) has just held a 
conference on worship. It is one of the 
leading centres of liturgical study in 
the Reformed world. Developments in 
our particular tradition are evident on 
the website of the General Council of 
the World Communion of Reformed 
Churches (www.wcrc.ch).
You may see Martin Scorcese’s latest 
film Silence, about Jesuit missionaries 
in 17th century Japan. There are several 
online discussions of the movie (e.g., 
worship.calvin.edu/resources/resource-
library/silence-beauty-and-the-shape-of-
christian-discipleship/).
These are some ideas. >

Lenten studies
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Matthew Gordon and Barry Brown 
are the only volunteers most weeks 
for one of the most important jobs in 
the church: running the sound and 
lighting systems.
And while they are keen to recruit 
new helpers, they are also looking 
forward to a newly refurbished desk in 
February.
The reasons for the change in the 
sound desk are several, including 
improving the sightlines for operators 
(their view is currently impeded by a 
column) and getting out of the way of  
a persistent roof leak which floods the 
top of the desk every time the rain pelts 
down faster than the drains are able to 
cope with.
Matthew, 26, is taking a quick holiday 
from his sound-desk duties early in 
February while he takes a road trip 
with church officer Benjamin.
Holidays are few and far between for 
Matthew, who is now employed as 
a contract web-page developer for a 
finance company. Matthew has had 
very few breaks from Knox services 
since completing his computer studies 
at Otago Polytech more than 18 
months ago — an outstanding record 
of service to the church.  
Over the years, he has filled almost 
every volunteer role at Knox, starting as 
a choirboy when he was about eight or 
nine, then taking up playing the organ 
when he was 17, to complement his 
piano studies, and finally landing a job 
on the sound desk with David Hill.

Along the way, he 
has also served for 
several years on 
the Deacons Court 
and the church’s 
communications 
group.
“The sound desk is 
not as complicated 
as driving a car,” 
Matthew said. “It’s 
certainly not as hard 

as playing the organ!”
A typical service requires 
the lights to be switched 
on, the microphones to 
be checked and batteries 
checked (for the cordless 
lapel and hand-held 
mikes), and the mikes 
sound-checked and the 
computer and TV screens 
to be turned on (if the 
TVs are being used).
To paraphrase Albert 
Einstein: “If a cluttered 
desk is a sign of a cluttered 
mind, what does an 
empty desk signal?” And 
what does a sound and 
light desk signal? Answer: 
the brightest and the best!

— Scott Blackwell

Matthew ready for sound desk upgrade
Knox Church sound desk ensures 
that our services run smoothly. Now 
the desk is about to have a major 
re-design and our own sound and 
light experts are getting excited:

February 12
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Tanara, the voice of Knox Choir for 20 years
We hear his voice often enough in 
Knox to recognise baritone Tanara 
Stedman as soon as he starts 
singing, usually as the choir’s male 
soloist. He has blessed Knox for more 
than 20 years with his beautiful 
interpretation. But we are less 
familiar with his spoken voice.

He was born in the rural hamlet of 
Te Puia Springs near Gisborne on 
the east coast of the North Island, 
where his father had a teaching post. 
Tanara has an incredibly busy music 
schedule, playing drums, woodwind 
and hammered dulcimer with various 
groups including a belly-dancing 
troupe. He took time out to answer a 
few questions:

When did you come to Knox / 
Dunedin?
I’ve been in Dunedin since Mum 
moved here with my sisters, in 1987, 
from the 
Catlins where 
Dad had been 
teaching. 
Did you 
study 
singing? 
Music?
Several years 
of Saturday 
Morning 
Music classes while I was at school: 
recorder, then oboe, as well as music 
theory. I had lessons intermittently 
through school with various 
itinerant voice teachers, and was 

fortunate enough to receive a choir 
scholarship a few years ago for lessons 
with Iain Fraser that did wonders 
for my technique. Also, I studied 
music at Otago, coming out with a 
MusB focused in composition and 
conducting. 
Where did your fantastic grasp of 

languages in music come 
from?
I was fortunate to attend 
a high school that offered 
Latin. I was able to study 
it from 3rd form up to 3rd 
year university. Also Maori 
to 5th form, and a semester 
of French in my final year at 
Otago. 
What music do you enjoy 

singing?
I enjoy most music, whether 
performing it myself or 
listening, so long as it’s 
actually singable/playable or 

played well. 
What are some of the other activities 
you enjoy? (What style of dancing for 
example?)
I’ve been playing Middle Eastern music 
with a group for about 10 years now, 
as well as early music more recently 
with Rare Byrds on hammered 
dulcimer (and they’ve just loaned me a 
“Rackett”, a Renaissance-era bassoon-
like instrument). My girlfriend and I 
enjoy dancing salsa and Argentinian 
tango. 
How do you juggle all of your many 
commitments? 
Careful scheduling: as my week stands, 
I’ve got something on six nights 
(Sunday-Friday); but it all seems to fit 
together. 
How did you get involved in Knox 
Choir and how long ago?
I’ve been in the choir since late 1996. 
Karen was taking the school choir at 
Logan Park High School at the time 
and invited me along.
What are some of the highlights?
Getting to perform solos in major 
works that the choir does, and 
having the best seats when we have 
guest performers (Claire Barton, Rae 
Shurbutt, Roger Wilson, etc).

• After 4½ years with Cadbury’s, Tanara is 
now looking at re-training opportunities 

before the factory closes in November.
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Contact Information

Minister: Kerry Enright 
477-0229, 0274 675-542 or 

email minister@knoxchurch.net

Clerk of Council 
Alison Tait 476-1778 

or 021 136-2404
alison.tait@xtra.co.nz

Clerk of Deacons Court 
SuzanneBishop 476-3271
suzken.bishop@xtra.co.nz

Envelope Secretary 
Helen Thew 471-2147

r.h.thew@xtra.co.nz

Treasurer
Janice Tofia 473-9876

janice.tofia@gmail.com

Organist & Choir Director  
Karen Knudson 477-2749

Church Officer 
Benjamin Thew 477-0229 

churchofficer@knoxchurch.net

Parish Office
Church secretary:

Jacqui Carroll,
 449 George St

Phone (03) 477-0229
Mon-Fri 9am-Noon

  
449 George St, Dunedin, 9016

 admin@knoxchurch.net  
 www.knoxchurch.net

For more news and 
photos from Knox 
Church, please follow 
us on Twitter 
@ KnoxChurchDUN 
and “Like” our page on 
FaceBook. Follow the links 
from our website:

www.knoxchurch.net

Gentleman Jim 
Jones’ Last Song:
A beautiful bass 
voice was stilled 
late last year, as Jim 
Jones, husband of 
Dulcie, passed away. 
Born in Belfast, 
Northern Ireland, in 
1928, Jim migrated 
to New Zealand in 
1956, in a mistaken 
belief that wages 
would be better.
“His brother was 
already here and 
encouraged him to 
come, telling Jim 
that he could earn 
about £100 a week,” 
recalls Dulcie. “But 
when he got here, he 
only earned £12 per 
week — less than 
what he’d earned back home.”
Despite the false start, and the 
failure of a first marriage which 
left him the sole parent of his 
five-year-old son Jim Jr, the car-
penter worked hard and made 
a good life in Dunedin.  He also 
began to make a name for himself 
as a particularly fine bass singer. 
It was while practising for a con-
cert as a soloist that Jim met his 
match — a young Kindergarten 
teacher who just happened to be 
a fine accompanist.
“He came over to the piano and 
asked if I would play some music 
for him. I said ‘When I get time I 
will’, and then I just plunked the 
music on top of the piano and got 
back to practising for the concert. 
I think he was rather taken aback 
by my response!”
They were married at St David’s 
Presbyterian Church in Northeast 
Valley in 1961, where Jim was 
an elder. Their first child Wendy 
arrived a year later, followed by 
Brendan and Linda.

Along with singing (with travel-
ling singers the Irish Rogues, the 
Royal Dunedin Male Choir and 
later the RSA Choir), Jim loved 
bowls, his veggie garden and his 
beloved grandchildren. He was 
also a man of deep faith, even 
studying for the ministry for a 
year.
“He had quite a dramatic life in 
places. A turning point for him 
was when his first marriage 
broke down, … he looked in the 
mirror and asked God, ‘Why are 
you doing this to me?’ Then he 
heard God telling him, ‘It’s not 
me, it’s you’.”
A church elder came to see him 
after that and helped and sup-
ported him, says Dulcie, and it 
was this experience that made 
him a committed Christian. 
He and Dulcie were long-time 
members of Caversham Presby-
terian Church before returning to 
Knox, a church which reminded 
Jim of the one he had attended as 
a boy in Ireland.

— Jill Rutherford


