
doing in the world for justice and peace, love 
and reconciliation. 
Outward orientation is essential. This is not 
in order to 
add members, 
secure a future, 
build strength 
or market a 
product. This 
is in order that 
the church 
is true to its 
identity and 
accesses God’s 
spirit which is 
what gives us 
life.
Jesus is alive 
and active in 
our community. 
We see his presence when creation is cherished, 
when people are loved, when war becomes 
peace, when wonder is awakened, and in 
thousands of other ways. 
We become the church of Christ when we 
participate in what he is doing in the world 

and when we embody what he is seeking to do. 
Everything we do at Knox must facilitate 
this outward engagement. Our building and 

worshipping, 
our singing 
and praying 
are to enable 
us so to join 
the spirit 
of God in 
our world. 
That means 
listening and 
attending 
carefully 
to people 
beyond us 
so we can 
express 

God’s love for them.
This newsletter has examples of how Knox 
people are living out the church’s identity.
I pray we will keep our focus clear and hearten 
each other in reaching out.

— In Christ, Kerry
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Minister’s Letter
In this edition of the newsletter, we turn our 
thoughts to Knox in the community. 
There is an old sermon illustration contrasting 
the Dead Sea and the Sea of Galilee. The 
Jordan River flows into both. The Sea of 
Galilee is filled with fish and surrounded by 
lush foliage. By contrast, the Dead Sea has 
no seaweed and no plants or creatures in or 
around it. The difference between the two seas 
is the Sea of Galilee has an outfall and the 
Dead Sea doesn’t. So, it is said, of churches 
that flow nowhere. Dead.
Archbishop William Temple put it succinctly 
— “The Church is the only organisation that 
does not exist for itself, but for those who live 
outside of it.”
The church is not a club with members who 
make decisions for themselves, based on 
their preferences. Common wisdom suggests 
churches die when the personal preferences of 
people in church determine how and what a 
church does. 
The church is an instrument of God’s evolving 
will. It exists by being part of what Jesus is 

Photo essay: Rev 
Richard Dawson, 
PCANZ Moderator-
designate: pages 6-7

Photos: Ian 
Thomson



Bible facts and factoids (from the internet!)
About 50 Bibles are sold every minute. It 
is the world’s best-selling book. Some 1 
billion copies of Bibles have been sold.
Christianity is the world’s most 
widespread religion (2.1 billion 
Christians – see didyouknow.org/lists/
religions).
There are about 34,000 Christian 
denominations in the world.
The Bible was written in three languages: 
Hebrew, Aramaic, and Koine Greek.
The Slavonic Orthodox Church has 
twice as many adherents as the Baptist 
Church.
The 12 disciples were not allowed to 
carry food, money, or extra clothing.
John was the only apostle who witnessed 

the crucifixion of Jesus.
There are more than 10,000 distinct 
religious groups in the world.
Dogs are mentioned 14 times in the 
Bible, and lions 55 times, but domestic 
cats are not mentioned at all.
The Bible is the world’s most shoplifted 
book.
The oldest almost-complete manuscript 
of the Bible still existing is the Codex 
Vaticanus, dating from the first half of 
the 4th century, now held in the Vatican 
library.
The word “Christian” appears only three 
times in the Bible: Acts 11:26; 26:28; 1 
Peter 4:16.
There are 66 books in the Bible, 39 in 

the Old Testament and 27 in the New 
Testament.
The 66 books of the Bible are divided 
into 1189 chapters consisting of 31,102 
verses. The Old Testament has 929 
chapters, the New Testament 260 (King 
James version).
The King James Old Testament has 
592,439 words, 2,728,100 letters and 
the New Testament 181,253 words and 
838,380 letters (total 3,566,480 letters).
The longest line in the Bible is Esther 8:9 
– 89 words, 425 letters.
The longest word in the Bible is Maher-
shalal-hash-baz: Isaiah 8:1.
The shortest verse in the NIV Bible is 
John 11:35: “Jesus wept.”
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Knox Church Council news
As we approach an AGM, there is 
a tendency to look back, reflect and 
settle back thinking we did well — or 
maybe that we could’ve done better. 
While there is room for introspection, 
I want to challenge people to keep 
looking forward. Reaching forward 
and searching for ways to welcome 
diversity, feel safe sharing opinions and 
join with others who come to Knox to 
worship God. 
Council recently has spent time 
exploring how we can effectively 
provide a leadership — a leadership of 
a diverse, forward-thinking community 
where all are welcome, feel valued for 
their skills, opinions and contribution. 
Effective communication is an integral 
part of this process and is achieved 
when it is two-way, open, honest and 
respectful. 
To achieve a state of open 
communication, we all need to 
contribute. Council is charged with 
ensuring certain aspects of church 
life are attended to. We ask for your 
prayers, support and trust as we meet 
and make decisions. 
We try to provide informative feedback 
in the form of highlights which are 
printed in the Sunday bulletin but 
realise on occasion more clarification 
is required. Council members are 
available to listen, share information 

and clarify issues. 
As we look forward, we will be 
considering how we can ensure 
we act on the extremely helpful 
recommendations provided in the 
sustainability report. 
What feedback from the recent forum 
can we take forward? What have 
we learned from the new evening 
service format? How can we involve 
others in the work of ensuring Knox 
is a thriving, vibrant community? As 
a council, we need to draw on the 
expertise and wisdom of those who 
have experience in what it means to be 
church, hear from newcomers, learn 
from our young people and much 
more. 
We want to :
• Care for our community;
• Grow our community through 

education, providing worship 
experiences;
• Sustain our Knox community and 
the community within which we live, 
work and play;
• Provide leadership as we walk 
together towards the future; 
• Look toward the wider church, share 
our experiences and those of the wider 
church.
No matter how we try to achieve this, 
we need the help and assistance of all 
people who want to be part of Knox. 
As Council Clerk, I look forward to an 
exciting future where people feel able to 
participate, share ideas and grow in our 
faith — a faith we share. 

— Alison Tait, 
Council Clerk 

Photo: Ian Thomson



Many members of Knox 
Church are already engaged 
in community activities 
locally, nationally and 
internationally. Some 
people may be looking 
for new ideas and listed 
below are just some of the 
opportunities the Outreach 
goal group has identified. 
All of these organisations 
welcome direct donations 
and you can visit their 
websites for details of how 
to do this. In this summary, 
the focus is on other ideas.
Presbyterian Support Otago 
cares for Otago’s older 
people, supports families in need and 
delivers programmes for young adults 
and children. The opportunity shops 
on St Andrew St and on Carroll St 
stock clothing, buttons, kitchen items 
and more. 
Idea 1: If you are spring-cleaning, grab 
one of the yellow bags from beside 
the foodbank boxes and take items 
in good condition that you no longer 
need to Shop on Carroll where they 

may become someone else’s treasure. 
Idea 2: Volunteering opportunities are 
available at the opportunity shops and 
if you are more a “people person” than 
a retail assistant or prefer plants to 
consumer items then maybe consider 
the following programmes. To find out 
more, visit the PSO website psotago.
org.nz/ or call (03) 477-7115:
• Buddy Programme — become an 

adult buddy and mentor a child 
aged between four and 12;

• Family Works — help out 
in the food bank and with 
community activities;
• Youthgrow Garden Centre — 
lend a hand around the nursery;
• Stepping Stones — assist with 
activities, give a talk, entertain or 
train the participants;
• Enliven — activities, transport 
and companionship for older 
people.
Every Sunday, the blue foodbank 
boxes are brought forward 
as part of our congregational 
offering. 
Idea 3: Buying an extra grocery 
item or two on each trip to 
the supermarket is a very 
tangible way to reach out to the 
Dunedin community. Have you 
ever wondered what happens 

to the items? A dedicated team of 
Knox people take the contents to 
Presbyterian Support every week. Let 
the Church Office know if you would 
like to help with this.
Christian World Service is the 
development, justice and aid agency of 
the New Zealand Churches working to 
end poverty and injustice throughout 
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Knox people reaching out to the community

This is a rug which 
has been knitted by 
members of Knox 
Women’s Group,  
and sewn together 
by Helen Thew, 
right. It is to be 
given to the Night 
Shelter.

Photo: Janet 
Wishart

Patches of beauty

Spreading the word 
through good work 
in the community is 
the objective of the 
Outreach goal group. 
Group convenor Mavis 
Duncanson reports:

• Continues on Page 11

Patsy Mason, right, has 
taken over co-ordinating 
the Mission Birthday 
Gift programme. If it’s 
your birthday and you’re 
thankful, Mission Birthday 
Gift allows you to give 
money to overseas mission 
work, and share the joy. 
Patsy takes over from Ellen 
Gould. Please speak to 
Patsy at morning tea or call 
her on 453-0323 to join 
this uplifting venture.

Mission Birthday wish

Knox and George St, 
Photo: Ian Thomson



Monday, 6 June 2016:

It’s late spring here in 
Namwon, South Korea, 
and that means hot (and 
sometimes unpredictable) 
temperatures, high dust 
levels and itchy feet, as 
I look for ways to get 
outside. Everyone is busy. 
The students are busy 
as they sit and prepare 
for tests. The teachers 
are busy with the extra 
workload. The farmers 
are busy planting at the 
beginning of the rice 
season. The impression 
that everyone’s busy, 
all the time, has been 
given the moniker which 
translates as “hurry, 
hurry” and, as interesting 
as it is to observe this 
culture, one has to be careful not to be 
overwhelmed by it.
All in all, living as a foreigner in a 
culture I’m still largely unfamiliar with 
keeps life interesting. I’m grateful for 
the small signs of progress: such as 
when the student who usually tries to 
sleep in class is actively engaged with 
the activity. Such as managing to have 
a successful (albeit short) conversation 
with someone in Korean. Such as 
staying up late to prepare lessons but it 
being totally worth it.

In recent weeks, I’ve started to venture 
further afield. A couple of weeks ago, 
I cycled to one of several “literature 
villages” in Korea. At the centre of this 
one, in the small village of Seodo, is the 
Honbul, an epic novel about women 
living under the Japanese occupation 
in the 1930s. It took Choi Myeong-
hee 17 years to compose, and was 
finished in 1996. I spent this weekend 
in Yeosu, on the southern coast of 
Korea, with friends. We spent the night 
camping on the beach, and although 
the rain thwarted the opportunity to go 
swimming, it was so good to be back on 
a beach.

Passing through the countryside by 
bus, train or car, I’ve noticed how 
omnipresent the mountains are. They 
are small in comparison with New 
Zealand’s soaring peaks, scarred by 
eons of shift and change, but they are 
everywhere. I’ve always found that our 
mountains have shaped my identity as 
a New Zealander, but I still wonder 
to what extent Koreans are connected 
to the land. Maybe it entirely depends 
on one’s level of interaction with the 
land. But I’m not so sure. In Korea, 
the cultural emphasis seems to be on 
people: there seems to be nothing 
many Koreans enjoy more than sharing 
food and drink together. In fact, 
everything seems to be shared. But 
in New Zealand, perhaps it’s not the 
people around us who define us most 
significantly, but our history, and our 
land. Janet Frame thought so. She said 
that it’s not people, but “the land that is 
our neighbour” (A State of Seige).

My bike finally arrived in April. I’ve 
been making the most of the seemingly 
endless cycle paths along the river.

— Nic Haslam
www.setonthejourney.blogspot.co.nz

Page 4

News from Nic in Korea

Last edition, Knox News focused on 
our worship. But one aspect wasn’t 
covered: how can our worship be fully 
experienced by those who find it hard 
to hear what is being said?
The church’s sound system can 
only go so far, and hearing aids can 
increase the volume but don’t usually 
do much for clarity unless they also 
have the Loop system built in. (This is 
a speech system for public buildings. 
A special wire is installed around the 
interior perimeter to enable hearing 
aids with a Loop connection to go 
straight to a microphone. For Knox, 
the wire doesn’t include the sanctuary 
or under the gallery.)
But even when switching on to the 
Loop system, any indistinct or quick 
voices of intercessors, readers of 
Lessons, or others, can be hard to pick 
up. Visiting preachers, too, at times!
So what is the answer? Just keep on 
cobbling together the bits that can be 
heard?
There is every incentive to switch one’s 
mind off, for straining to hear can
be hard work, make no mistake. So it 
would certainly benefit all those with 
hearing problems if people who have 
speaking parts in the service could 
try to remember that slowing down 
and speaking clearly can truly help 
disadvantaged members to participate 
better every Sunday.

— Lyndall Hancock, 
Knox Church Archivist

• It was noted in the last edition 
that the first hearing aid system was 
installed in Knox in 1930 (individual 
hand-held earpieces).

Sound advice
worth hearing

Linda Holloway became a member of 
Knox Church Council in July.
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The General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa 
New Zealand will be held in 
Dunedin in mid-November, at the 
University of Otago campus. 
Several key events will be held 
at Knox Church, including the 
opening Powhiri and the opening 
service:
This year’s General Assembly will be 
held from 15-19 November in Dunedin 
at the University of Otago.
General Assembly kicks off in the early 
evening of Tuesday, 15 November 
with a Powhiri and opening worship 
including Moderator’s induction. 
Business sessions begin the following 
morning. Business is expected to 
be concluded by early afternoon on 
Saturday, 19 November.

POWHIRI AND OPENING SERVICE 
OF WORSHIP 
7pm - 8:30pm on Tuesday 15th 
November:  The Powhiri and opening 
service of worship includes induction 
of the incoming Moderator, the Rev 
Richard Dawson, and communion.
 
HOPE FOR THE DAY
8:30am - 9am each morning. 
Corporate worship and prayer will be 
offered each day as we prepare ourselves 
together to spend the day discerning 
God’s will for our Church and our 
lives.

STREAMS
There are different streams running 
each morning over three days.  Lunch 
is included in your registration fee. 
You can also order and pay for evening 
meals on Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday when you enrol.
 
WORKSHOPS
There are 15 different  workshops to 
choose from, but not all are available 
every day, so please read through all the 
options before you enrol.  
 
KEYNOTE SPEAKER
The Rev Dr Rod Wilson is the keynote 
speaker on Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday at 11:40am.
Rod will reflect on the theme of 
Hope, from a deep 
understanding 
of the increasing 
prevalence of 
despair in Western 
society as a whole. 
His three talks are 
a reflection on this, 
entitled “Hope: 
Utopian Concept, 
Irrational Simplicity, or Stable 
Foundation?”
He will also lead a Stream looking at 
why the workplace has become so alien 
to the mission of the Church when it 
should be the locus of our attempt to 
incarnate the Gospel. This is entitled,

“Why is the Workplace a Threat to the 
Church and its Programmes?”
Finally, Rod will run a couple of 
workshops on leadership, entitled
“A Key Ingredient for Leadership: A 
Non-Anxious Presence”
 
EVENING ACTIVITIES
There will be two major activities 
provided on Wednesday and Friday 
evening. The Knox Centre for Ministry 
and Leadership (KCLM) interns will 
graduate from the St Davids Centre on 
Wednesday evening and the Assembly 
is invited to participate in this service 
of worship.
On Friday evening two free films 
will be offered, which will provide 
wonderful and rich entertainment for 
Assembly participants.

SERVE THE CITY
An act of “servant-worship” will 
be offered to the city on Thursday 
afternoon. This is voluntary but we 
would encourage all able-bodied people 
to participate in a few hours of work for 
those affected by poverty in Dunedin. 
Buses will be provided to take us to  
venues.

CLOSING ACT OF WORSHIP
If you are staying for the closing act of 
worship, it is scheduled to conclude at 
12:30pm on Saturday 19th November. 

www.pcanzassembly.org.nz

Keynote speaker Rod Wilson:

General Assembly

Dr Rod Wilson served as president of 
Regent College from 2000-2015.
Originally trained as a clinical 
psychologist, Dr Wilson pursued 
theological training after completing 
his doctoral work. He has been 
involved in the field of counselling 
and consulting for 30 years and has 
held various positions at Tyndale 

College and Seminary in Toronto, 
Canada, from 1978 to 1995: 
Professor, Dean of Students, Vice-
President, and Academic Dean. From 
1983 to 1995, he held part-time staff 
positions in two different churches, 
and from 1995 to 2000, he was the 
teaching pastor of a growing church 
in the suburbs of Toronto. In 2004, 

Dr Wilson received an honorary 
doctorate from Trinity Western 
University in recognition of his gifts 
of leadership and acuity of vision.
He is the author of Counseling and 
Community and How Do I Help a 
Hurting Friend? and the co-author 
of Exploring Your Anger and Helping 
Angry People. He lives in Vancouver.
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A day in the life of Moderator-designate, the Rev 

Photos: Lucio Liu
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Richard Dawson
Richard Dawson will become the 
new Moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church of Aotearoa New Zealand 
during a special service at Knox 
Church on Tuesday, November 15.
Born and raised in Dunedin, Richard 
has been minister at Leith Valley 
Presbyterian Church for 17 years. He 
studied psychology and education at 
the University of Otago, then worked 
for Youth For Christ and in forestry 
contracting before being called to the 
ministry in 1986.
His first parish was Stirling/
Kaitangata Presbyterian Church, near 
Balclutha.
After eight-and-a-half years there, 
he was called to Leith to start a 
youth and student ministry, and he’s 
remained there happily ever since, 
along with his wife Fran, a minister 
in her own right, and their three 
children.
Besides a stint on the Council of 
Assembly and being the foundation 
chairman of the Southern Presbytery, 
Richard describes himself as a 
common or garden variety parish 
minister, with a special interest in 
youth ministry.
His two-year tenure as PCANZ 
Moderator starts when he takes 
over the mantle from the Right Rev 

Andrew Norton, of Auckland, at Knox, 
a church with which he is very familiar 
from countless weddings, funerals and 
special services.  
“I believe that the Church is the hope for 

the world and that our main task is to 
recognise that and live according to the 
love of the One who is Lord,” Richard 
said on the Leith Valley website.               

 — Scott Blackwell

Photos: Lucio Liu
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Welcome to the General Assembly 2016
This is the first of a regular series of GA16 
Updates from Moderator-Designate Richard 
Dawson, sharing information about this year’s 
General Assembly 15–19 November in Dunedin: 
Greetings,
You can download this email in letter format from 
“GA Updates” here: www.presbyterian.org.nz/about-
us/general-assembly/general-assembly-2016.
I’m pleased to tell you that we have some great 
things planned for you to enjoy during this General 
Assembly. It’s going to be far more than business. For those 
of you who studied here, there will be time to reconnect 
with Dunedin, and with distant friends, at Assembly.
The Assembly Week website www.pcanzassembly.org.nz 
is now live so please visit it and see details on how you can 
attend business sessions and the Hope Conference, which 
will focus on resourcing you as part of a church family for 
your ongoing faith journey.
Our Assembly is for all of our Church, not just 
commissioners, so please come along and participate. 

How you can participate:
1. For ministers only: For the 
second time, Assembly will 
include a Resourcing Ministers’ 
Day on 15 November.
This is a day for ministers only, 
facilitated by Knox Centre 
for Ministry and Leadership 
(KCML). It aims to provide 
our ministers with the space 
and opportunity to gather and 
reconnect with one another, share 
their stories, and receive the kind 
of resourcing they have requested. 
It concludes with a shared dinner. 
More at www.pcanzassembly.org.
nz/#!ministers-day/cd0a
2. For commissioners: As a 
commissioner you have an 
important role - to discern, 
deliberate and decide on the 
business of our Church. It 
won’t all be business though; 
you can listen to our keynote 
speaker, attend evening activities including the KCLM 
intern graduation and a free film night, and attend a 
Hope Conference workshop on Friday. There’s also free 
time scheduled so you can catch up with colleagues. See 
more about the Assembly programme at http://www.
pcanzassembly.org.nz/#!programme/c144
3 For non-commissioners (delegates): We invite you to 
participate in the Hope Conference and participate in all or 
some of the following:

• Streams
• Workshops
• Services
• Keynote speakers
• Evening activities
• Serve Our City
See the full programme at www.pcanzassembly.org.
nz/#!programme/c144 and find out more about the streams 
www.pcanzassembly.org.nz/#!streams/c15ji and workshops 
www.pcanzassembly.org.nz/#!workshops/c9cp.

Keynote speaker:
Everyone who attends Assembly will be able to attend the 
addresses by our keynote speaker, Dr Rod Wilson. Rod will 

reflect on my theme of Hope from a 
deep understanding of the increasing 
prevalence of despair in Western 
society as a whole. His three keynote 
addresses, on Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday, are collectively titled: 
“Hope: Utopian Concept, Irrational 
Simplicity, or Stable Foundation?”
Rod will also lead a Hope Conference 
stream and a couple of workshops 
looking at why the workplace has 
become so alien to the mission of 
the Church when it should be the 
locus of our attempt to incarnate the 
Gospel, and on the key ingredient for 
leadership.
If you haven’t yet read about Dr Rod 
Wilson’s rich background, please do 
www.pcanzassembly.org.nz/#!keynote-
speakers/c1jb2

We need your help:
We are working hard to run a 

wonderfully enriching week for you and you can help by: 
• Enrolling now so we can plan to meet your needs. 

Enrolling earlier keeps costs down www.pcanzassembly.
org.nz/#!enrol/citr;

• Contacting us if you have questions or need help 
enrolling www.pcanzassembly.org.nz/#!contacts/c2q4;

• Praying for your Church and your church as we move 
towards GA.

— God bless, Richard Dawson
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On 2nd July, Jack, Jesse and I went 
out to Camp Tirohanga to help A 
Rocha plant trees. 
A Rocha is a group of Christian 
ecologists.
Camp Tirohanga is a Presbyterian 
camp that host really fun camps 
every so often. I have been lucky 
enough to attend one of these 
camps last year … it was great fun. 
Near the cabins, there is a small 
gully covered by a few trees and 
surrounded by swampy grass. This 
is where we worked from 11am to 
3pm. 
There were a few other people 
there, including some of our fellow 
congregation members. There were 
little trees in black bags scattered 
around the place itching for someone 
to dig them a comfy hole to grow 
in. That is what we did. We got our 
shovels and started to dig a hole 
deep enough to accommodate each 
sapling. 
We were planting the trees there 
in hope that they would grow and 
make a lovely home for more native 
wildlife. After we had finished all the 
planting, we went into the common 

room for a bit 
and talked, then 
got in a circle 
and each read 
out a passage 
from the bible 
or a poem about 
water and the 
importance of 
water. Then 

we said why we think water was 
important for humans and animals 
and nature. I said water was 
important for animals because all 
animals can gather at the watering 
hole without fear of being attacked 
because all animals need water to 
survive. It was a lovely experience 
and I felt great doing it. I hope A 
Rocha organises something like this 
again that we can join in!

— Grace Togneri

Christian
ecology at work

Wet, cold and muddy good fun

Knox folk were involved with A Rocha, 
the international Christian conservation 
group, working to plant trees and 
restore wetland at Tirohanga Camp, 
near Mosgiel, on July 2 and again on 
Saturday, August 13. 

More stories: Page 11
Photos: Mavis Duncanson



The tradition of Dadirri — deep 
listening to the land — is central 
to the spirituality of Miriam 
Rose Ungunmerr-Baumann and 
her people. As Rachael Kohn of 
Australia’s ABC Radio discovers, its 
teachings are also being adopted 
by non-indigenous Australian 
Christians, who see the practice as a 
step on a journey of reconciliation.

More than 100 non-indigenous 
people from across Australia gathered 
at the Edge of the Sacred conference 
at White Gums at Honeymoon 
Gap, outside of Alice Springs, to 
hear Miriam Rose Ungunmerr-
Baumann and others speak about 
the spiritual road to reconciliation 
with Aboriginal people. Rather than 
speak of treaties and politics, Miriam 
Rose, an Aboriginal elder, artist and 
educator, shared the concept of quiet 
meditation, an indigenous practice 
that her people use to find out who 
they really are, their purpose, and 
where they are going.
She calls it “Dadirri”, deep listening 
to the land.
“It’s our make-up, it’s our spirit,” she 
says. “Sometimes our spirit is hurting 
or you realise who you are, it is 
waning and we have to call on it to
revive our drooping spirit, I suppose.
To do that, we say that ‘we call on 
the deep and the deep calls on us’, so 
we connect and feel that we belong 
still. And nature plays a part in your 
becoming a whole person.”
Miriam Rose is referring to Psalm 
42:7 — “deep calls to deep in the roar 
of your waterfalls; all your waves 
and breakers have swept over me” 
— a Biblical passage that she readily 
quotes as a Christian.
Christened at age 12, and taught 
by nuns, she does not see her faith 
as conflicting with her Aboriginal 
traditions, but finds they are 
mutually enhancing and integral to 
her life.
A renowned artist and the Northern 
Territory’s first Aboriginal teacher, 

Miriam Rose, whose home is the 
Daly River, uses her paintings as 
a means of communicating the 
Christian story to the children.
An example is her painting of the 
blue waterlily flowers that emerge 
after the rains and flooding and form 
their seed pod during the Easter 
season. “The flower and beautiful 
perfume that it sends is Jesus, for 
us — that’s my interpretation of the 
waterlily,” she says.
“And when the petals fall off and the 
pods grow and it falls back into the 
water, that’s Jesus dying. And when 
we collect the lilypods, that’s us 
receiving the Eucharist, when we eat 
the seeds.”
Miriam Rose also teaches adults: 
usually non-indigenous people she 
takes on tour around the country, 
imparting the importance of Dadirri.
“Australia needs to know that Dadirri 
can help you slow down, stop, and 
help you realise who you are, what 
you’re about, where you’re going, 
where you belong,” she says.
“Australia is a beautiful place, and 
sometimes we take Australia for 
granted.” Listening to and observing 
the land in quiet meditation is also 
a focus for Sarah Bachelard, an 
Anglican minister and the founder of 
Benedictus Contemplative Church in 
Canberra.

She believes the practice helps 
contemporary Christians connect 
their faith to a God indwelled in 
nature, and to the indigenous people 
of Australia who are profoundly 
attached to the land.
“I think it is about wholeness ... a 
conscious realised sense of all being 
part of the web of life,” Sarah says.
“It’s not a new notion. St Francis’s 
‘Brother Sun, Sister Moon’ was on to 
it. It is that sense of wholeness and 
interconnectedness. Maybe we’re 
more aware that this is a journey of 
reconciliation now.”
The journey of reconciliation as a 
spiritual task was underlined by 
David Tacey, who opened the Alice 
Springs conference, and whose 1991 
book Edge of the Sacred lent its title 
to the event.
In reflecting on Miriam Rose’s 
invitation to all of Australia to 
practice “Dadirri” or deep listening, 
he notes that indigenous Australians 
have been extraordinarily generous.
“Even though they have been hugely 
damaged by us, the colonisers, they 
try to help us in our plight,” he says.
“They can see we are not happy. We are 
exiled from land, locked up in ourselves. 
And they want to liberate us.”

www.abc.net.au/radionational/
programs/spiritofthings

Page 10

Australian Christians embrace Aboriginal tradition
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A Rocha plants out wetland  at Tirohanga

• Continued from Page 3

Spreading
the word
through
good work

the world by supporting 
communities working for 
better lives and livelihoods, 
humanitarian relief in times 
of disaster and campaigning 
against the causes of global 
poverty. CWS is an accredited 
aid and development agency 
and committed to efficient 
and effective use of resources. 
In addition to the Advent 
resources we use each year 
at Knox, CWS provides an 
opportunity to give a gift that 
makes good things happen 
(gift.org.nz)
Idea 4: Buy a CWS gift card 
for a friend or family member.
Rice Bowl Mission is a 
partnership between the 
Presbyterian Church of 
Aotearoa New Zealand and 
the Presbyterian Church 
of Myanmar (PCM) and 
members of Knox Church 
have been active participants. 
Every day, women in 
Myanmar take a handful of 
rice from their family’s food 
supply and place it in a special 
container, set aside for those 
less fortunate than themselves. 
Supporters of the Rice Bowl 
Mission are encouraged to put 
aside a small amount each day 
(e.g. the cost of a coffee) as a 
contribution. The aggregated 
amounts are used for projects 
of the PCM including 
income-generating projects, 
scholarships and training 
and mission support (www.
ricebowlmission.org.nz)
Idea 5: Consider being part 
of a trip to Myanmar in 2017 
to meet and learn from fellow 
Christians.

Jack: In July, 
Jesse Hanan, 
Grace Togneri, 
mum (Jill 
Rutherford) 
and I (Jack 
Hanan) and 
some more Knox 
people went to 
Tirohanga camp. 
We were there 
to plant native 
trees like flax 
and pittosporum 
along the banks 
of a stream. 
We were planting nearby to help make the 
stream healthier. The trees and bushes we 
planted can protect the stream so no rubbish 
can pollute it. It was hard work, but it all 
paid off at the end because you think that in 
10 years’ time when you go back you will see 
the big difference, and the stream will look 
ten times better than it was before! 
 
Jesse: I (Jesse Hanan) got the chance to 
plant the last tree since I was the youngest 

child to be planting 
these trees. I 
enjoyed every 
moment that I had 
and also got to read 
a poem about how 
water and plants 
and the earth are 
all connected. We 
need to protect 
Creation. I really 
hope that the 
stream will be 
restored, and the 
wildlife and birds 
will come back.

• A Rocha is an international 
environmental organisation grounded in 
Christian faith (www.arocha.org.nz)
Members bring scientific expertise 
to the task of caring for creation. The 
Dunedin branch is keen for members to 
join in projects reflecting conservation 
and hope. To join the mailing list please 
contact Phil Scadden, pc.scadden@
gmail.com

Reflections on CSW60 at the UN
In March of this year I was privileged to 
attend the Commission on the Status of 
Women at the United Nations in New 
York, as part of the Presbyterian Women 
Aotearoa New Zealand delegation led by 
Carol Grant. The key theme for 2016 was 
“Women and sustainable development” 
and it was clear from the start that the 
global goals for sustainable development 
(SDGs) would underpin the event as 
a whole. These goals were launched in 
January this year as a global agenda to 
be achieved by 2030. All signatories, 
including New Zealand, resolve: between 
now and 2030, to end poverty and hunger 
everywhere; to combat inequalities within 
and among countries; to build peaceful, 
just and inclusive societies; to protect 
human rights and promote gender equality 
and the empowerment of women and 
girls; and to ensure the lasting protection 
of the planet and its natural resources.
On the first evening of CSW, Presbyterian 

Women USA hosted a parallel event 
about the role of Presbyterian churches 
in education. A highlight of the whole 
session for me was standing to sing a 
waiata in support of Carol Grant after her 
speech as part of the international panel. 
Education is of course very important 
to Presbyterians. In the 16th century, 
when only children of the wealthiest 
classes could go to school, John Calvin in 
Geneva provided free education for all. A 
tradition well reflected by Presbyterians 
in Dunedin who established the 
university, halls of residence and 
schools for girls and boys.  Morning 
worship led by Presbyterian Church 
USA included an embodied prayer that 
graphically illustrated the need for global 
transformation of women’s education. 
A video is available here: www.
facebook.com/PresbyterianMinistryUN/
videos/1061857477186364/

— Mavis Duncanson
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Bethany Mathers: future lawyer and a Christian
Location, location, 
location. What applies to 
real estate could also apply 
to Knox Church, situated 
as it is at the prime corner 
of Pitt and George Streets 
– and just down the hill 
from Bethany Mathers’ 
flat. 
“My boyfriend Paul said 
I might as well try out 
Knox as it was so close,” 
recalls the 23-year-old 
law student. “It’s such a 
landmark building, and 
once I got up the courage 
to walk into the church 
and sit down in a pew it 
was so lovely.  There was 
such a feeling of relief. 
I’d expected it to feel 
really weird going back to 
church after so long, but it 
felt right. It was the right 
decision.”
Working up courage.  Expecting 
it to be weird.  Feelings of relief, of 
rightness. Here is an insight into the 
thoughts, feelings and expectations of 
at least one young person entering the 
doors of Knox for the first time.  For 
Bethany, at least, that sense of rightness 
has meant she has faithfully attended 
Knox for the past three years, despite 
her initial intention to “church shop”.
“I got really lucky, living so close. I 
thought at the time, ‘I really like this; 
I’ll stay here’.”
And luckily for the Knox community, 
she has. But Bethany’s time in 
Dunedin is drawing to a close; she’s set 
to graduate and head to Wellington 
next year to take up a graduate lawyer 
position with commercial firm, 
Kensington Swan.  
But before she heads north, Bethany 
is happy to share her thoughts on 
Knox, faith and what it means to be a 
Christian lawyer.
Raised in the Anglican Church, the 
Christchurch native found Knox’s 
mix of traditional liturgy, choir and 
ritual with a more open, exploratory 
discussion of faith both familiar and 

refreshing. She also appreciates Knox’s 
use of inclusive language rather than 
seeing God in exclusively male terms.
“I suppose that was part of my reluc-
tance in coming back to the church, 
about how I would reconcile the lan-
guage with being a feminist.”
Bethany also welcomes the time out 
spent in quiet reflection, away from the 
noise and distractions of a busy student 
life.
“Here, I get an hour a week where 
I’m not getting distracted by my cell 
phone or my computer. And that’s 
a healthy thing. Yes, Knox is not a 
typical student church but I wouldn’t 
want Knox to change too much to 
attract more young people. We have 
something here that’s really valuable.”
In particular, Bethany values the close 
community of friends she’s made 
here, the energy and outreach efforts 
of Student and Young Adults worker 
Heather Moore, the music and the 
choir, and the mentoring of Kerry 
Enright.
“Kerry has been great for me 
personally. It’s been great talking to 
someone who’s been a lawyer as I’m 
someone who’s trying to be a Christian 

lawyer. He’s always encouraged me 
to get involved (at Knox), and said 
things that were challenging and made 
me think about things differently, or 
changed my perspective.”
The fact that the law is about justice 
and a good part of the law is based 
on our Judaeo-Christian heritage, 
makes it quite a natural fit to be both 
a Christian and a lawyer, Bethany 
says. It also lends itself to advocacy, 
something Bethany has had a taste of 
while volunteering as shift leader at the 
Community Law Centre: 
“You really feel like you’re helping 
people, giving them basic legal advice. 
It also exposes you to a wide range of 
issues.”
As for the potential for conflict 
between one’s personal ethics and what 
one is called to do as a lawyer, she says 
the situation faces all lawyers to some 
degree regardless of their faith. 
In the meantime, there are sad 
goodbyes to be said as Bethany takes 
the next step in her new adventure.
Her first task in Wellington?  Doing a 
little ‘church shopping’… .

— Jill Rutherford
Photo: Ian Thomson



Sunday 21 August                   10am            
                                                      1pm           
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 14, Youth Sunday - led by the Youth Group
St Kilda Brass concert in the church
Worship

Wednesday 24 August       7.30pm Church Council meeting

Thursday 25 August - 28 August Big Sing National Finale in Town Hall. Possible lunchtime concerts in church

Sunday 28 August                  10am            
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 15, Presbyterian Support - Kerry on study leave - Gillian Bremner
Worship - Communion - Kerry on study leave

Sunday 4 September             10am            
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 16, Father’s Day - Prof Doug Gay, Glasgow Uni; “Ocean Sunday”
Worship, Hymnfest - favourite hymn night

Monday 5 September UoO semester 2 resumes

Sunday 11 September           10am            
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 17, Quarterly Communion - Spring flowers - flowers and fauna
Worship: Quarterly Communion

Wednesday 14 September     7pm            
                                                7.30pm

Deacons Court
Dunedin Royal Male Choir concert in the church, with Japanese Male Choir.

Sunday 18 September           10am            
                                                      7pm     

Pentecost 18 - Storm Sunday. Annual meeting at 11.15am
Worship

Friday 23 September School term ends

Saturday 24 September    7.30pm Dunedin Youth Orchestra concert in the church

Sunday 25 September           10am            
                                                      2pm            
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 19, Daylight Saving starts (clocks go forward) - Social Justice
Kaikorai Brass. Proposed afternoon concert in the church - TBC
Worship - Communion

Wednesday 28 September 7.30pm Church Council meeting

Thursday 29 September         8pm Church Tour concert: starring Sharon O’Neill, Hammond Gamble, Shona Laing, 
and Debbie Harwood

Sunday  2 October                  10am       
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 20, World Communion Sunday - Blessing of the animals
Worship

Friday 7 October                        6pm Dunedin RSA choir concert in the church

Sunday  9 October                  10am       
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 21, Cosmos Sunday - projection - speaker from the planetarium
Worship

Wednesday 12 October           7pm Deacons Court

Friday 14 October UoO semester 2 ends, exams begin

Sunday  16 October                10am       
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 22, Prayer for World Peace (3rd-4th Sunday); Stewardship 1
Worship

Sunday  23 October                10am       
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 23,Stewardship 2
Worship

Monday 24 October Labour Day Public Holiday

Tuesday 25 October           6.30pm Otago Girls’ High School service, rehearsals in church 8am-1pm

Wednesday 26 October     7.30pm Church Council
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What’s On
Choir practice: Each Wednesday during school terms: 5.15pm (children), 
          6pm-8pm (adults). All welcome to audition.
Knox Church Council: Fourth Wednesday of the month, 7.30pm: August 24, September 28, October 26, November 23
Deacons Court: Second Wednesday of each month, at 7pm: September 14, October 12, November 9
Quarterly Communion: Sunday, September 11, 10am and 7pm 

School holidays: Friday 23 September until 
Monday 10 October. University of Otago mid-

semester break ends Monday, 5 September. 

• Continues on Page 14

Note:
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Sunday  30 October                10am       
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 24, Reformation Sunday; Stewardship 3
Communion

Sunday 6 November              10am
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 25, All Saints; Stewardship 4 
Worship

Wednesday 9 November        7pm Deacons Court

Friday 12 November       University exams finish

Sunday 13 November            10am
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 26, All Saints / All Souls; Stewardship Celebration Service
Worship

Tuesday 15 - Sat 19 November  PCANZ General Assembly in Dunedin, opening with a Powhiri and opening 
service in Knox Church and Garden from 7pm on Tuesday, 15 November

Sunday 20 November            10am
                                                      7pm

Reign of Christ
Worship

Wednesday 23 November 7.30pm Church Council

Sunday 27 November            10am
                                                      7pm

Advent
Advent Processional carols service

Sunday 4 December               10am
                                                      7pm

Advent 2
Worship

Sunday 11 December             10am
                                                      7pm

Advent 3, Quarterly Communion
Quarterly Communion, meditative service

What’s On (continued) • Continues from Page 13

Our Greying World by Andy Warner and Jackie Roche (thenib.com/graying-world)

Are you passionate about gender equality 
and the empowerment of women?
Do you network within your faith community 
to improve the lives of women and girls?
Expressions of interest are already being 
received for the PW delegation to the United 

Nations Commission on the Status of Women 
(CSW61) in New York from 13 to 24 March 
2017. If you are interested in being a self-
funded member, please email Carol Grant: 
nandcg@clear.net.nz. Full applications and 
CVs will be called for later in the year. 

Take it 
to the UN
in 2017
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Busy times for Family Works
The 2016 Octacan appeal broke all 
records, with 18,301 cans donated 
compared with last year 14, 477 
cans, so a massive increase.
The Family Works team are now 
gearing up for range of courses and 
activities across Otago. 
From August, a suite of new 
programmes for parents and 
children will be available to people 
in Dunedin, Oamaru and Central 
Otago. Children are at the heart 
of our Family Works service, so we 
provide a lot of support for families 
to help them through life’s ups and 
downs. Our experience tells us that 
children are healthier and happier 
when families function well.
The first of our new programmes 
to roll out is Negotiating the 
Minefield. This six-week course, 
designed specifically for parents 
of teenagers, aims to improve the 
communication and relationship 
between parents and their teen. The 
course will be available in Dunedin 
on Tuesdays 6:30-9pm, starting on 9 
August.
Incredible Years Parenting, in 
Oamaru, is a 14-week course working 
with parents of younger children 
(3-8yo) and aims to provide practical 
parenting skills to help families build 
positive, strong relationships. The course 
is held on Fridays 10am-12:30pm, 
starting on August 12.
All of our programmes are free to 
people who might not otherwise have 
access to professional support and 
advice. It is a great joy to our Family 
Works team to see families build on 
their strengths and stay connected.
For more information about courses 
available at Family Works, visit the 
website: psotago.org.nz

Carolyn Sims, of Family Works, writes:
Hi Knox folk,
Here are a few updates from 
Presbyterian Support.
There are a couple of opportunities for 
you to support or even to volunteer if 
you are able to, plus a call for projects 
that may be of interest to your parish.

Second-hand gardening tools
We are setting up a Gardens in Homes 
project and are looking for any small 
second-hand gardening tools, such as 
trowels, forks etc; and we also ask if you 
have any spare seeds.  If you have any, 
please drop them off at Family Works 
or contact Nicole on 477-7115.
For your Parish to think about, don’t 
need to advertise it in the bulletin.     
Does your parish and/or community 
have a large project they would like 
some help with? In November, Dunedin 
is hosting the General Assembly and 
our incoming moderator, the Rev 
Richard Dawson, has set aside some 
time on Thursday, 17 November, in the 

afternoon to send delegates out into 
our city and communities to help, 
practically, with a project. It could 
be painting, gardening, cleaning up 
a section, picking up litter, doing 
something with your local school or 
shops — anything will be considered.  
Any resources/materials needed to 
complete the project are to be covered 
by you, we will supply the manpower. 
Imagine what you could get done in 
two hours with 20 (or more) people.  
To talk further about this, please 
contact Carolyn Sims at PSO 477-
7115 or email carolyns@psotago.org.
nz.
Yellow Bags 
We have bags which can be handed 
out to your congregation to fill with 
clothing etc for our op shops. These 
have been gratefully received by our 
op shops, but they would still love 
some more, so don’t wait until Spring 
time for a clean-out — do it now!  If 
you need any more yellow bags, give 
Carolyn at PSO a call.
That’s all for this time, trust this finds 
you and your parish well.

— Carolyn Sims,  PSO

Youth Grow Dunedin 
is a “Work Ready” 
programme for 16-25 
year-olds; based around 
horticulture training and 
designed to equip young 
people with the skills 
they need to enter the 
workforce or return to 
mainstream study. Youth 
Grow would welcome 
more vounteers for their 
Farmers’ Market stall 
on Saturday mornings. 
Contact Lee (lsomerville@
xtra.co.nz) if you can help.
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Book reviews

The sixth of Sam Eastland’s seven Inspector 
Pekkala mystery novels deals with an 11th century 
icon thought to hold certain powers over the fate 
of Russia before the revolution, when it was held 
in safe-keeping by Pekkala’s former master, the 
Romanov family.
Tsar Nicholas II sooled Pekkala on to its recovery 
after it was stolen from the home of Rasputin. 
Thirty years later and serving another ruthless 
master, Pekkala must search once again for the 
fate of the icon, this time 
against the backdrop of 
German invasion, secret 
chemical weapons, wartime 
politics and a savage serial-
killing religious fanatic.
Eastland (the pseudonym 
of Paul Watkins) ties the 
complicated plot neatly 
together, working in 
fascinating historical details. 
Newcomers curious to 
know what Pekkala was up to in the 30 years in 
between will want to read the earlier entries in 
this fine historical suspense series.

— Scott Blackwell

Red Icon (Insp Pekkala No 6)

In a world gone mad with 
religious fundamentalism, here’s 
a book that extols the virtue of 
just doing some good.
Michael Benedikt’s God Is the 
Good We Do offers an alternative 
cross-cultural explanation of 
God in all its many forms.
In Benedikt’s 
world view, 
God only 
exists when 
humans 
do, think 
or say good 
things, when 
they are 
tolerant and 
nurturing. 
The book is 
divided into 
four sections: 
the first  is a 
declaration 
of beliefs, 
written in 
free-form 
verse, similar 
to psalms in 
their beauty and evocation of 
the spirit.
In the second part of the 
book, he offers a reasoned 
and thorough explanation of 
his beliefs, in the third the 
arguments for his case. In the 
fourth and final section, he 
offers reflections on 
these themes.
The essence of these 
beliefs are summed up 
by the author as seven 
tenets:

1. God is not a person 
or thing or principle 
or spirit, God is 
activity of a certain sort: the 
free doing of good, where 
by “good” we mean that 
which preserves, honours, 
or promotes all forms and 
instances of life.

2. God was not the Creator, 

nor is God all-powerful 
or omniscient, God is the 
newest and weakest force 
in the universe, a human 
production, even as God 
(good-doing) produces 
humaneness in turn.

3. Freedom is necessary to 
doing good, 
and good-doing 
is necessary to 
producing more 
freedom.
4. Science 
is the friend of 
true religion, 
which is faith 
justified by 
works.
5. The 
development 
of ever fairer 
and more 
compassionate 
laws as well as 
more broadly 
life-sustaining 
social and 
cultural 

practices is God’s mandate, 
and our task.

6. Long-evolved religions 
present powerful and highly 
specific rituals, images, 
arguments, narratives, and 
commandments whose 
purpose is to effect Tenet 5, 

and can be respected 
and practised 
without significant 
alteration when they 
succeed in doing so.
7. Both the idea 
and substance of 
God remain open to 
evolution.
Michael Benedikt 

is Professor of Architecture 
at the University of Texas, 
Austin, and has written widely 
about architecture and  ethics, 
including Creativity and 
Evolution: The Argument From 
Design(ers).

“Trees are poems the earth writes upon the sky, We 
fell them down and turn them into paper,
that we may record our emptiness.”

— Khalil Gibran, Lebanese-
American artist, poet, and writer

Photo: Ian 
Thomson
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Visiting Mihaly and 
Marta in Hungary

David and Carolyn Richardson met former 
church officer Mihaly and Marta and their 
children Noemi and Mihaly Jnr in Budapest, 
Hungary and report that they are thriving in 
their home, below, still have the same great sense 
of humour and even retain Chris Bloore’s old 
bike, above.

Photos: David and 
Carolyn Richardson



Heather Moore and Anna 
Tarbotton attended the 
“Connect” PCANZ youth 
conference in Waikanae, 
near Wellington, on the 
weekend of July 15-17. 
Anna says: I was a bit 
apprehensive in the lead-
up, having heard people 
describe it as “Easter camp 
for grown ups”. I had 
never been to an Easter 
camp so I didn’t know 
what to expect! 
As it turns out, I needn’t have worried. After a very very 
early flight (with lots of coffee) we had a short bus trip from 
Wellington to El Rancho where we met up with the hundred 
or so other attendees. Everyone was so friendly, and knowing 
that we were all there for the same reason gave us all a real 
sense of togetherness. 
Heather and I attended several workshops over the three 
days — some the same and some different. These included 
Stretching Kindness, The Importance of Au, At Risk Youth, 
and Engaging with Parents.
We were also treated to 
several amazing talks from 
Keynote speakers such 
as Andrew Norton, Matt 
Chamberlain, Gordon 
Fitch and more. 
We met some other people 
from Dunedin and it was 
really good to network 
with them — we have 
some rough plans to do 
some combined events 
now.
I have come away from 
this experience with so 
many ideas for the church. 
Fundraising, a youth 
council, sexual ethics 
talks, Alpha courses, and 
so much more will be 
coming up at Knox.
I am very thankful to the 
church and the education 
committee for making it 
possible for Heather and 
me to attend. I can’t wait 
to go back and hopefully 
take some of the young adults with me. I should add that the 
worship band and Malcolm Gordon were AMAZING.

— Anna
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Youth conference makes connections 

Heather writes:
Anna Tarbotton and I were blessed to be able to attend this 
year’s Presbyterian Youth Ministry Connect Conference 
held at El Rancho in Waikanae. 
The conference offered four keynote speakers and more 
than 30 workshops. 
Three workshops that I found particularly inspiring were 
“Fostering faith in Young Adults,” “Following Christ 
in a Consumptive World”, (both delivered by Carlton 
Johnstone, associate pastor at Wakatipu Community 

Presbyterian Church, from 
Queenstown-Arrowtown) 
and “Stretching Kindness” 
(delivered by Anne Overton, 
Community Advocate 
at Presbyterian Support 
Northern). 
Workshops helped in 
unpacking challenges for young 
people today to engage with 
church and provided practical 
solutions for Youth Leaders. 
Dance and painting were 
incorporated into expressive 
worship, representing young 
people’s fresh new thinking and 
creativity. 
Anna and I returned from 
Connect energised to put ideas 
into action and with a greater 
understanding of God’s love for 
young people.

— Heather

• The next event in the PCANZ 
youth calendar is in Rolleston, 
near Christchurch, on February 

7-12 next year. Titled Going Further, it is aimed at young 
adults (ages 17-30).
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Daylight Saving starts in New Zealand on 25 September this 
year, at 2am. Clocks go forward one hour and, if you forget, 
you might turn up to church as everyone else is leaving.
More than one billion people in about 70 countries around 
the world observe DST in some form. Three large regions in 
Australia do not participate in DST: Western Australia, the 
Northern Territory, and Queensland. Australia has four time 
zones over summer instead of the usual three.
China, which spans five time zones, is always eight hours 
ahead of Greenwich Mean Time and it does not observe 
DST. In Japan, DST was implemented after World War II 
by the U.S. occupation. In 1952, it was abandoned because 
of strong opposition by Japanese farmers.
American inventor, author and statesman Benjamin 
Franklin is sometimes credited with coming up with 
daylight saving time, albeit with his trademark wit. 
As ambassador to Paris, Franklin wrote a letter to the 
Journal of Paris in 1784 of his “discovery” that the sun gives 
light as soon as it rises, and needling Parisians for their 
night-owl, candle-burning ways.
“Ben Franklin had the basic concept,” said David Prerau, 
author of Seize the Daylight: The Curious and Contentious 
Story of Daylight Saving Time 
(Thunder’s Mouth Press, 2005), 
in 2012. What Franklin lacked, 
Prerau said, was a useful way 
to force everyone into living 
by the sun’s rules — including 
shooting off cannons at sunrise 
every morning.
Others took daylight saving 
time much more seriously, 
particularly William Willett, 
an Englishman who loved his 
early-morning horseback rides. 
Willett couldn’t believe everyone else wanted to sleep in after 
the sun came up. Willett managed to get the idea of moving 
the clock forward during the summer months proposed in 
Parliament in 1908, but it was shot down. “He proposed 
it again in 1909, 1910, 1911, and Parliament rejected it all 
those times,” Prerau said.
Willett might have kept this up, but he died in 1915.
If Willett couldn’t convince the British populace that 
daylight saving time was needed, the Germans could. In 
1916, with World War I ratcheting up, Germany put itself 
on daylight saving time to save energy for the war effort. 
Britain followed a month later.
In New Zealand, DST was first proposed in Parliament 

in 1909 by Sir Thomas Sidey. The Bill was rejected, but 
Sidey was persistent, re-introducing it every year for almost 
20 years. It almost became law in 1915 and again in 1926 
when it was passed by the House of Representatives, but 
was rejected by the Legislative Council (which was New 
Zealand’s upper house of Parliament until 1951). 
In 1927, Sidey was successful. The passing of the Summer 

Time Act that year authorised the 
advancement of clocks by one hour 
between 6 November 1927 and 4 March 
1928. The Act was superseded the next 
year, changing the advancement to just 
half an hour. This made New Zealand 
Summer Time 12 hours ahead of 
Greenwich Mean Time.
When the United States got involved in 
World War I in 1918, they too instituted 
daylight saving time. President Woodrow 
Wilson even wanted to keep the new 

system after the war ended. But at the time, the country was 
mostly rural. Farmers hated the time change, because their 
jobs were dependent on the sun, and daylight saving time 
put them out of sync with the city people who sold them 
goods and bought their products. Congress repealed daylight 
saving time, Wilson vetoed the repeal, and Congress 
promptly overrode his veto, a fairly rare occurrence.
When World War II hit, daylight saving time came back 
into vogue, again to save energy for the war effort. 

— Gathered from on-line sources including 
www.dia.govt.nz/Daylight-Saving-History; and 

Stephanie Pappas’ article on LiveScience.com.

Almost time for Daylight Saving

Set your clock forward an hour on 25 September at 2am

CanTeen’s annual appeal is coming 
up, and we need collectors. 
CanTeen’s mission is to ensure that 
no young person aged 13-24 has 
to face cancer alone. We receive no 
government funding and rely on 

community donations. If you can 
help collect money on our annual 
appeal day on Friday, September 16, 
for about two hours, please e-mail 
canteenotagoappealcoordinator@gmail.
com
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Delivered by:

Contact:

Contact Information

Minister: Kerry Enright 
477-0229, 0274 675-542 or 

email minister@knoxchurch.net

Clerk of Council 
Alison Tait 476-1778 

or 021 136-2404
alison.tait@xtra.co.nz

Clerk of Deacons Court 
SuzanneBishop 476-3271
suzken.bishop@xtra.co.nz

Envelope Secretary 
Helen Thew 471-2147

r.h.thew@xtra.co.nz

Treasurer
Janice Tofia 473-9876

janice.tofia@gmail.com

Organist & Choir Director  
Karen Knudson 477-2749

Church Officer 
Benjamin Thew 477-0229 

churchofficer@knoxchurch.net

Parish Office
Church secretary:

Jacqui Carroll,
 449 George St

Phone (03) 477-0229
Mon-Fri 9am-Noon

  
449 George St, Dunedin, 9016

 admin@knoxchurch.net  
 www.knoxchurch.net

For more news and 
photos from Knox 
Church, please follow 
us on Twitter 
@ KnoxChurchDUN 
and “Like” our page on 
FaceBook. Follow the links 
from our website:

www.knoxchurch.net

Meet the Jowetts:
“We’re happy to be here,” 
says Warren Jowett.
He and his wife, Marita, 
are recently arrived citizens. 
They have bought a 
house in St Clair which 
they will move into in 
December. They have a son 
in Dunedin, another in 
Wellington and a daughter 
in Queenstown.
Knox has become the 
church they attend. “We 
have friends at Knox, and 
appreciate the teaching 
within the church. We have 
felt comfortable getting to 
know the people. Knox has 
a history of faithful people, 
so we are benefitting from 
those who have gone before 
us.”
Warren went to Otago University to 
study Botany and Geography when 
he finished at Southland Boys’ High 
School. There he met Marita who was 
studying Home Science after leaving 
Avonside Girls’ High School in 
Christchurch. They married and went 
teaching in Matamata.
Warren left teaching for several 
years to work as a computer systems 
analyst, but, “I realised I missed 
working with children, and that 
teaching was an important job.”
In Christchurch, Warren taught at 
Shirley Boys’ High and Marita taught 
at nearby Marian College.
They moved to Fairlie when Warren 
was appointed principal of Mackenzie 
College.
As retirement approached, they 
planned an ecotourism business 
based on their holiday cottage at 
Staveley. They built a large house 
next door to use as a home and 
business base, where they could 
provide accommodation and meals. 
Their company, Tussock and Beech 
Ecotours, took clients hiking and 
touring, initially around Mt Somers 
and Hakatere Conservation Park, 
then later, from Aoraki Mt Cook 

to Arthur’s Pass. Their clients were 
mainly older, professional people, 
many from the USA and Canada. 
“The difference between these 
people and a 6th form Biology 
field trip — they believed what I 
told them, and they didn’t answer 
back,” Warren says. “I was doing the 
guiding and Marita did all the hard 
work, providing meals and making 
them comfortable. We were doing 
something we really loved.”
The Jowetts each grew up within 
the Anglican Church. Fairlie has a 
co-operating Anglican/Presbyterian 
parish which they attended. From 
Staveley, they felt most at home 
within the Mayfield Presbyterian 
parish, especially because it provided 
good teaching within the church.
They have now sold the Staveley base. 
The move to Dunedin feels good.
“There are all these things to do – 
the beaches, the opportunities to go 
to performances, the environment, 
access to university for lectures. I turn 
on a tap and water comes without me 
worrying about the well.
“I admire the aspirational idea of 
Dunedin being one of the great 
small cities of the world. It lacks 
pretension.” 

— Neil Grant


