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Post-World War II
Dunedin was a 
boom-town and 
perhaps nowhere 
more so than Knox 
Church. In its 
AGM of 1948 it was 
described as the 
biggest congregation 
of the Presbyterian 
Church in NZ. Then 
in 1951, Scottish 
minister Jim 
Matheson arrived for 
a decade of ministry. 
Peter Matheson 
recently reflected on 
those times: Page 5

Welcome to Knox:
Minister’s Letter
In the late 1970s I read Gordon McLauchlan’s 
critical book about New Zealanders, The 
Passionless People. Then in 1981, thousands 
massed on the streets to protest the Springbok 
Tour and there was some revision of the view. I 
wonder who we are today.
It feels as if a comfort blanket has been 
laid over our country so we accept startling 
injustice. Calming words are spoken as if 
inequality, child poverty, inadequate housing, 
domestic violence, global poverty, climate 
change, youth suicide and alcohol abuse are 
inevitable products of a well-functioning, 
economically developing society. It’s suggested 
life is pretty good for nearly everyone.
It seems we have become inured to the 
intolerable. 
We need to celebrate the people addressing the 
challenges. People, including many at Knox, 
are working as professionals and volunteers to 
overcome injustice. Groups abound. Voices 
are raised. Yet middle-ground New Zealand 
remains unmoved.
Justice is 
a central 
Christian 
virtue. Our 
movement 
has deep 
convictions 
about the 
worth of each 
human being 
— made in 
the image 
of God. We 
uphold a vision 
of a society 
in which 
everyone is 
included, 
people are treated with respect and society 
flourishes — an expression of the realm or 
kingdom of God, or heaven.
These convictions animate action. Churches 

protest and seek to reduce the negative 
consequences of injustice. In Australia, many 
followers of Jesus and others have been arrested 
in politicians’ electorate offices for praying 
for asylum seekers and children in detention. 
Thousands have marched on streets. 
Locally, a television programme highlighted 
the impact of alcohol abuse. In my visiting, 
I hear about elderly people intimidated by 

alcohol-fuelled 
parties. Long-
term residents are 
moving from their 
homes in order to 
be safe. There is 
more to this than 
the programme 
portrayed. 
We are called to be 
smart stirrers and 
creative prophets, 
to give expression 
to the convictions 
at the core of our 
movement. The 
light of the Spirit 

reveals what is dark and then invites us to act 
creatively and insistently, even at personal cost.
I look to you to encourage us, especially when 
courage is hard to muster.

— In peace, Kerry

Trade Aid: Janet Sim Elder and Mavis Duncanson with 
Fair Trade goods. Photos: Ian Thomson



Thinking it over
“Without the Bible the newspaper is not very meaningful. 
And without the newspaper the Bible is not relevant.” 

—  Rev Dr Philip Potter, former Chairman of the World 
Student Christian Federation.

“A faith that cannot survive collision with the truth is not 
worth many regrets.”

—   Arthur C Clarke, science fiction writer
“Science without religion is lame, religion without science is 
blind.”         — Albert Einstein 

“Prayer is not an idle amusement. Properly 
understood and applied, it is the most potent 
instrument of action.”

—  Mahatma Gandhi
“Love is life. And if you miss love, you miss life.”

—  Leo Buscaglia, author, speaker (known as ‘Dr Love’) 
“Never believe that a few caring people can’t change the 
world. For, indeed, that’s all who ever have.”

—  Margaret Mead, anthropologist 
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Knox Church Council news
At Knox, we are certainly blessed 
with people who have high levels of 
experience and expertise to call on for 
special tasks. When the Leadership 
Sub-committee of the national church’s 
Council of Assembly asked each parish 
to respond to questions raised by a 

paper on Ordination and Ministry, 
Knox Council asked Carol Grant, 
Linda Holloway, Margaret Feist and 
Errol Holland to prepare a response on 
our behalf. It is difficult to imagine a 
more able group and we thank them 
most sincerely for their work for us.

Many of the other matters that the 
Council is working on were mentioned 
in the highlights sheet which was part 
of the church notices. These included:
•	 In line with our strategic plan’s 

outcome of  “positive experience 
of cultural and theological 
diversity”, we have confirmed Knox 
Church’s membership of the Otago 
University Combined Christian 
Groups. We have also written 
letters of support to the Muslim, 
Jewish and Coptic Christian 

communities in 
Dunedin, all of 
whom have been 
affected by recent 
distressing events 
on the world stage. 
We have received 
a warm response 
from the Muslim 
community (see 
letter and story, P7).

•	 As we seek to join 
“God’s Spirit active 
in the world” the 
most urgent constraint we face is 
financial. We are exploring our 
capacity to employ some pastoral 
and other support to supplement 
the minister’s work, as very few 
churches, especially of our size have 
only one paid ministry staff. We 
plan to undertake a stewardship 
campaign in the next few months. 
I am challenged when I think back 
to the Church Life Survey we took 
part in two or three years ago and 
this showed that our giving was 
low compared with the “average” 
Presbyterian church and the 
“average” New Zealand church. I 
trust that we will respond positively 
and generously to the stewardship 
campaign.

•	 We were delighted to welcome Jim 
and Dulcie Jones to 
membership of Knox 
Church.
•	 The Minister 
has appointed 
Donald Shand, left, 
as Moderator of the 
Church Council.

Several members of the Church 
Council will complete their terms at 
the AGM in September. The Council 
and the congregation are looking for 
people to take their places. Studies 
suggest that church leadership works 

best when there is diversity in the 
leadership team. Please join with us as 
we consider leaders for the next year.

— Warm regards, 
John Elder, Council Clerk

Myrtle and John Rough.            Photos: Ian Thomson

Stephen Packer
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Welcome to Rev Kang Sil Lee
Following on from Max 
Westropp’s visit to South 
Korea (see story, page 14), we 
are pleased to welcome Kang 
Sil Lee as a visiting minister to 
Knox, in June and July.

Kang Sil Lee, right, is a 
minister of the Presbyterian 
Church of Korea (PROK) and 
a human rights advocate.
Rev Lee studied teaching and 
then theology at university, 
then was a theological 
researcher for three years before 
joining her current church, 
Jeonju Gobaek Church, in 
1987. She is a director of 
Jeonbug Women’s Human 
Rights Center and was 
president of Korean Womeǹ s 
Solidarity from 2006-2010.
She says: “As a social activist 
... I experienced many kinds 
of conflicts and divisions 
among social activists and 
their organisations. I asked, 
‘What are the reasons for these 

tensions even among people 
who are working for peace 
and justice, and how can we 
have mature relationships with 
each other?’ ... I found that 
social transformation without 
individual transformation 
could be [marred] by violence 
and evil. ... I strived to find a 
holistic vision to integrate social 
transformation with personal 
transformation.
“My country’s division has 
been the ultimate cause of its 
socio‐political problems. The 
worst is that we have hatred 
and distrust towards each 
other, because during the 
Korean Civil War we killed 
each other. If reunification 
should be not only a 
geographical and political 
unity but also a mental unity, 
what we need at this stage is 
forgiveness, reconciliation, and 
co-operation. I believe that 
my country’s experience of 
reunification will contribute to 

reconciliation and peace in 
the world. 
“My church since the 
beginning has been 
working for my country’s 
reunification. In the 
process of this reunification 
movement, I and my 
husband have gained some 
insights into ... Trinitarian 
thought as being helpful to 
reunification. I think that 
Korean Christianity can 
have a very significant role 
in reunification, because 
reunification should be led 
by the spirituality based on 
the Trinity of Christianity.

“Until 2012 , I had 
deeply participated in 
the social movement 
for democratisation, 
reunification, and human 
rights. My husband was 
put in prison from 2010 
to 2013 because of visiting 
North Korea for 70 days 
without permission of 
my government. In June 
2012, I quit my positions 
in social organisations. 
“Right now, I am working 
as a vice-pastor with my 
husband in my present 
church.”

On the subject of forgiveness...

Professor Dr David Tombs (right, photo 
courtesy Channel 9) moved to Dunedin 
from Ireland in January to take up the 
Howard Paterson Chair in Theology and 
Public Issues. On Friday and Saturday, 
May 8 and 9, he presented a discussion 
and film on “Forgiveness, Freedom 
and Faith: An Exploration of Christian 
Forgiveness as an experience of Freedom”. 
The Saturday session was held in the Knox 
Gathering Area, above. Prof Tombs hosted 
the discussion on the theme of forgiveness.

Fair fantastic
Congratulations to Brenda Gordon 
and to all those who helped make 
this year’s Knox Fair such a success.
The March 14 fair attracted about 
1000 patrons and, including some 
after-fair sales that were made, earned 
about $7500 for Knox Church.
This is a big jump from the takings 
at the close of the fair (about $5300), 
thanks largely to the sale of expensive 
clothing and other items. The biggest 
earner of the day was books and 
multimedia ($675); white elephant 
($658); crafts and souvenirs ($606); 
Sweets ($555); cakes ($531); barbecue 
($400); clothing and accessories 
($383); produce and plants ($328); 
blokes shed, soft furnishings ($316); 
cafe ($314); toys ($217); bed and bath 
($180); raffle ($90); candy floss ($59); 
and face painting ($30).
The next major fundraiser is the 
Bridal Show on Friday, October 9.



Page 4

Status of Women UN trip
Knox parishioners Carol Grant (UN 
Convenor for Presbyterian Women of 
Aotearoa NZ) and Annette Hannah 
were two of the 12-strong delegation 
from PWANZ who attended the 59th 
Commission on the Status of  Women 
at  the United Nations in New York in 
March. This is a report from Carol.

The United Nations Commission on the 
Status of Women (CSW) is the principal 
global policy-making body dedicated 
exclusively to gender equality and 
advancement of women. 
Every year, representatives of Member 
States and representatives from Civil 
Society gather at the United Nations 
Headquarters in New York to evaluate 
progress on gender equality, identify 
challenges, set global standards 
and formulate concrete policies to 
promote gender equality and women’s 
empowerment worldwide. 
Twenty years after the adoption of the Beijing Platform for 
Action, no country has achieved equality for women and 
girls, and significant levels of inequality between women and 
men persist.  
Critical areas of insufficient progress include access to 
decent work, closing the gender pay gap, rebalancing of the 
care workload, ending violence against women, reducing 
maternal mortality, realising sexual and reproductive health 
rights, and participation in decision-making at all levels. 
This year at the commission, there was a high level of 
frustration at the slow progress 
being made, and the urgent need 
for transformation of structures, 
institutions, and norms — 
economic, social and political — 
that are holding back progress on 
gender equality. It is fine to have 
policies but to be effective these 
must be backed by implementation 
and action. 
The 12-strong delegation of 
Presbyterian Women of Aotearoa 
NZ women and girls from the 
South Island took every opportunity to participate in the 
events and debates at the United Nations’ Commission 
on the Status of Women.  It was challenging for many, 
and heaps of work for all those attending, but ultimately 
enlivening for everyone who attended this year. 
Already, the delegation members are speaking to church and 
community groups. If you would like to hear about CSW59 
and the work of Presbyterian Women at the United Nations 

please contact Knox members Carol Grant (UN convenor) 
or Annette Hannah.  
If you would like to come to CSW60 next year in March 
and believe you will meet the delegation criteria, start saving 
now and keep in touch.

The criteria are . . .
1. Active Presbyterian involvement;
2. Knowledge of and experience of empowerment of 

women and girls, gender equity, UN, CSW;
3. The ability to make a difference to our church and our 

work in the community;
4. The ability to use the 
experience to promote the aims 
of CSW 59 and to further the 
work of the United Nations;
5. The ability to be completely 
self-funded and responsible for 
yourself while overseas. Minors 
must have the appropriate 
parental and school approvals 
and be accompanied at all 
times by an adult with a UN 
pass. Presbyterian Women of 

Aotearoa NZ is the umbrella organisation only;
6. To be eligible for selection, each person must write a 

letter of application outlining their reasons for wanting 
to be selected, their personal background, and future 
contribution;

7. That your aspirations must agree with the stated aims, 
past and present, of Presbyterian Women of Aotearoa 
NZ.
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On Thursday, 26 February, to 
a crowded Gathering Area, the 
Reverend Emeritus Professor Dr Peter 
Matheson presented a paper based 
on his research into Knox history in 
the 1950s, the time when his father, 
J.G. (Jim) Matheson, was minister of 
Knox and the Presbyterian Church was 
“going like a train”, writes Margaret 
Feist. This is a shortened version: 

“In the 1950s, the Presbyterian Church 
was developing new parishes, new 
horizons of theology, social justice and 
ecumenism, so J.G. Matheson, minister 
from 1951 to 1960, inherited a strong 
congregation. 
Knox Church staff included a 
deaconess, a nurse, an organist, 
secretary, a second minister, and its 
own missionary. 
Dr David Herron CBE, the previous 
minister, had been Moderator of the 
Church and Chancellor of Otago 
University. In 1950, for four months, 
the church was packed out to hear 
visiting minister, Leonard Small. Yet, 
even then, the Presbyterian Church 
was starting to be challenged.
Jim Matheson, the new minister, had 
high expectations of the 
Elders. The New Life 
Movement required a 
parish visitation, careful 
preparation and prayer. 
Training for Elders 
and youth workers was 
highlighted; Elders’ 
retreats were held; 
meetings of Session 
(the precursor to Knox 
Church Council) 
lasted longer with less 
emphasis on routine 
business and more on 
spiritual issues. 
At ease with young 
people, relatively young 
himself, energetic 
and well-organised, 
Matheson made his priorities clear: 
pastoral emergencies, time to prepare 
for teaching and preaching, space for 
personal prayer and study. 

The minister could not be easily 
labelled theologically. The quality of 
worship was often remarked upon, new 
attention was given to the Christian 
Year in celebration of Holy Week and 
Christmas Eve. The sermon remained 
central. There was an excitement about 

worship which 
went beyond 
words: stillness, 
contemplation, 
reminders that 
mystery has the last 
word. Theologically 
well read, he 
was traditional 
enough to take 
people with him, 
responsive to new 
trends in arts and 
society. His war 
and prison camp 
experience and 
his engagement 
with the Iona 
Community left 
him impatient 

with churchiness and narrow 
denominationalism. He constantly 
encouraged the congregation to review 
current practice, to look beyond the 

church doors, to attend to marginal 
members. The Session felt free to ask 
questions such as, “What is wrong with 
Knox Church?”
“Ask all your questions,” he used to 
say, “pursue them to the end, and then 
question your questions!”
By the end of 1957, he was aware that 
the New Life movement was more 
than a technique to raise money; it 
had crucial evangelistic and theological 
dimensions. With the Centenary 
Project, the response to stewardship 
dominated the final years of his 
ministry. 
The 1950s had an ethos of corporate 
responsibility, an “unclutteredness” and 
an almost ascetic discipline, (already 
beginning to provoke revolt) — a 
more innocent, though certainly not 
a simpler world. By June 1958, he was 
talking of “a new beginning in the life 
of our congregation”. 
The “stewardship” campaign had 
remarkable educational, pastoral, social 
and organisational spin-offs. Following 
it, no less than 110 people expressed 
a desire for instruction to become 
communicant members of Knox.

The 1950s: when the church was ‘going like a train’

• Continued Page 6

Knox Scouts parade in Knox in the 1950s (flag-bearer is Ross Matthews, Peter’s 
brother). Inset: Jim Matheson in his robes as moderator of the Church of Scotland



Page 6

The 1950s, Knox and Jim Matheson
The Centenary Project was initially 
his “baby”, but in the end it was 
enthusiastically embraced by the 
congregation as a visionary plan. When 
he arrived, organ pipes, the central 
pulpit and organ console dominated the 
front of the church There was no central 
aisle; access for communion, marriages 
and funerals was difficult. The new 
plans freed the northern window, 
and restored the harmony of exterior 
and interior. Matheson’s primary 
concern, however, was not beauty of the 
building, but to enhance “mystery and 
meaning”, so that the building “centred 
on a company called together by Christ, 
gathered round the table, responding 
to his unspeakable gift”. For Matheson, 
Knox had always been more than a 
denominational church. While proud of 
its Presbyterian tradition, it had “given 
its entire loyalty only to the Lord whose 
Church is Universal”. He saw the future 
of the church in this context with a 
three-fold focus on the parish, the 
university and its colleges, and the city.
They are illuminating:
1. To be available at any time when 

someone, whether a member or not, 
urgently asks for help. 

2. To set aside time, morning and 
evening, for prayer and Bible 
reading. 

3. To prepare for Sunday services. 
4. Where parents ask for baptism for 

children, visit in home at least twice 
beforehand for instruction and once 

after. 
5. Conduct a communicants’ class 

once yearly: weekly meetings two 
months before first communion 
and one month after. (AGM 1959.) 

6. Christian marriage — interview 
couples several times before and 
attend wedding breakfast. 

7. Funerals — visit the home at once 
and daily until day of funeral and at 
least once after. 

8. Visit local hospitals weekly. 
9. Visit housebound elderly and 

invalid at least four times a year.
10. House visits to all members and 

adherents and others in area as time 
is available. 

11. Maintain study time for theological 
reading. 

12. In addition: school religious 
education classes. Session 
meetings, Presbytery meetings and 
committees, Assembly committees, 
ecumenical bodies, weekly vestry 
hour. 

13. Monday off, if possible. 
Services pulled in students from the 
colleges and the Nurses’ Home; but 
the lucidity of his sermons and the 
coherence and dignity of his liturgies 
did not come easily. He spent an 
average eight hours preparing a 
service and could move people to 
laughter and tears. Sermons took the 
congregation with him, sometimes 
into quite profound depths, nudging 
the congregation to a broader social 
and political consciousness. He had 

no hesitation about condemning the 
Suez War or taking up unpopular 
causes: peace with Communist China, 
condemnation of nuclear weapons. 
He was regarded by some as politically 
suspect. In 1957 his evidence in support 
of nuclear pacifism to Parliament’s 
Petitions Committee, made quite a stir. 
He alerted the congregation fearlessly 
to the dangers of nuclear war and 
racial discrimination. He chaired the 
international relations committee of 
Assembly; wrote a regular (anonymous) 
column to the Outlook on foreign 
affairs; met demands for pastoral 
counselling beyond the congregation; 
founded, with Dean, Walter Hurst, 
the St Martin Island Community, 
to offer the city a different sort of 
spiritual stimulation. At the centre of 
their hospitable home was the largely 
unsung ministry of Janet (Nettie) 
Matheson. She was in some ways a 
traditional minister’s wife, president 
of the Women’s Fellowship, loyal to a 
fault, with scant time for herself. She 
had to scrimp and save, and keep a 
growing family fed. Her pancakes, 
scones and ginger biscuits never lasted 
long. Without her warmth and support, 
her husband could not have functioned 
as he did. 
 JG Matheson was fortunate in the 
Elders and other lay leaders around 
him, but also in the period during 
which he ministered. His influence, 
more than 50 years later, is still felt.

— Margaret Feist

• Continued from Page 5

We recently celebrated Pentecost (May 24), 
the “birthday” of the Christian church. In this 
interview from the ABC radio show The Spirit 
of Things, Mark Hutchinson (left, Dean of the 
Graduate School at Southern Cross College, 
NSW), talks about the meaning of Pentecost, 
the church lectionary event which dominates 
the months ahead:
Presenter Rachael Kohn: Pentecost is the 
festival when Christians celebrate the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. It is celebrated on the seventh 
Sunday after Easter, about 50 days after Easter. 
The name Pentecost (also referred to in the 

Christian calendar as Whitsunday) is Greek 
for 50 days, and was used first to describe 
the Jewish Feast of Weeks, or Shavuot, seven 
weeks after Passover. 
Mark Hutchinson: In a sense, it’s the 
birthday of the church, because on the day 
of Pentecost in Acts Chapter 2, the Holy 
Spirit falls upon the upstairs prayer meeting, 
and you’ve got the Acts 2 account of the 
empowerment of the church and of the 
disciples going forth and the organisation of 
the church and the conversion of people. So 
there’s this flowing together of something 

Pentecost: spreading like fire



world and all of them are united in 
their belief in the teachings of the 
prophet Mohammed as laid out in 
the Koran. However, if you delve 
deeper, beyond this single unifying 
point, Islam is a richly diverse religion 
containing a wealth of different beliefs 
and practices.
Perhaps the two most significant 
denominations within the faith are the

Sunnis and the Shias.
Both have different beliefs about who 
their chosen leaders should be.
The vast majority of Muslims in the 
world are Sunni, forming at least
80% of the total global Muslim 
population.
In reality, most Shia and Sunni get 
along and many of them have prayed
together in the same mosques for 
generations. In the past there have been 
many fruitful cultural and also political
interactions.
Sunni rulers employed Shia ministers, 
and in South Asia, Muslims from
Shia backgrounds have played an 
important role in leading Muslim
communities consisting mainly of 
Sunnis. But with some people defining 
trouble in the Middle East in terms of a
Sunni-Shia divide, the Sunni-Shia 
relationship has never been under
more scrutiny. 

— from BBC.co.uk/religion

Page 7

The perceived conflict in the Muslim 
world between the Sunni and Shia 
followers of Islam is explained by BBC 
broadcaster Samira Ahmed, right:

Britain has an estimated Muslim 
population of about 2.8 million. Of 
these, some 5% are Shia, the rest are 
Sunni. The historical split occurred 
1400 years ago, following the death of 
Muhammad in Medina, in modern-day 
Saudi Arabia, in 632 AD. 
Muslims who wanted to select his 
successor, or Caliph, by following the 
traditional Arab custom (Sunna) formed 
into a group known as Sunnis. Others 
insisted the Prophet had designated 
his cousin and son-in-law Ali as his 
legitimate heir. This group was called 
Shia Ali, or ‘Party of Ali’, from which 
comes the word Shia.
While the main responsibility of Sunni 
Caliphs was to maintain law and order 
in the Muslim realm, as descendants 
of the Prophet, Shia Imams (spiritual 
leaders) also provided religious guidance 
and were considered infallible.
Recent tensions in the Middle East 
and Asia have been interpreted in 
some sections of the media as religious 
conflict between Sunnis and Shias. 
Although Muslims in the UK have 
been part of a united community with 
a shared experience of immigration, the 
relationship between these groups has 
recently been in the spotlight in Britain, 
too. 
There are 1.6 billion Muslims in the 

Islam’s rich and diverse culture

Pentecost: spreading like fire
that is specifically a Jewish feast, and is also 
a Jewish event, because these are Jewish 
Christians, which then gets, in a sense, 
detached from its Palestinian roots, and gets 
spread throughout the earth.
So you’ve got a convergence of what is 
essentially an agricultural celebration, the 
Feast of Weeks, and the Feast of First Fruits, 
and that fuses with Christian understandings 
of Christ as the First Fruits of the new 
humanity. So it’s the story of the Creation and 
the re-Creation. In orthodox teaching, there’s 
this idea of the eighth day, that God rested on 

the seventh, that you have the Sabbath, and of 
course you’ve got the 49 days which are seven 
times seven, and on the eighth day you have 
the new Creation. So it’s the basis ... for a lot 
of orthodox understandings of the theology 
of the Holy Spirit. On the ... 50th day from 
Easter, you have a Jewish festival ... and you get 
the downpouring of the Holy Spirit and there 
is this understanding that Christ, as he himself 
was resurrected from the dead, so he also 
gives this resurrection life to Christian people 
through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

Letter from our Muslim neighbours
Dear Knox Church Council and 
Congregation, I am writing in response 
to your letter dated 1st of March 
2015. We, the muslim community 
in Dunedin and Otago would like 
to express our deepest appreciation 
of your assurance and thoughts as 
dreadful events unfold on the global 
scene. As mentioned in the Federation 
of Islamic Associations of New Zealand 
website, we unequivocably condemn 

and reject any form of injustice and 
barbarity. We too pray and hope that 
the world will live together in peace 
and harmony. We hope that everyone 
will put their effort into achieving this 
and work together to find common 
ground and mutual understanding 
among all communities.

Yours truly, Dr Hauzal Mohd Hussaini
Secretary General

Otago Muslim Association (OMA)
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Easter 2015
From the moody depths of 
Maundy Thursday, through 
the suffering of Friday and the 
celebrations of Easter Sunday, 
Knox people were out in force 
over Easter 2015. And, as usual, 
their goodwill extended to 
Easter biscuits for those shut 
in and gifts of cards and Easter 
eggs for prisoners at Milton. 
Janet Sim Elder collated some 
of the mail she received in 
return from the prison: 

From W.S…
“On behalf of all the inmates of 
Unit 33, G wing I would like 
to thank you for the card and 
eggs. As some don’t get much 

from families [you show us] that people still care 
about them… it is also a blessing to the Christians 
in the unit. Can we please ask for your pray[ers] for 
our unit that the light of Jesus can shine… 
God bless you all.”

From N.R…
“Hey all I’d just like to say Happy Easter and a big 
thank you for… the pack of easter eggs and card. It 
was a surprise and a very nice gesture. 
Thank you. Peace.”

From M.L…
“I was surprised this morning when a small bag…
was fired through my door by staff… I am in a unit 

• Continues on Page 9
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• Continued from Page 8
Easter 2015
where we are locked in our cells 
for 23 hours a day… so those 
three little Easter eggs were 
gratefully received. Sometimes 
I feel a bit forgotten down here. 
Thank you very much.”

From the Corrections Chaplain…
“I was speaking to the nurse at 
work to-day and she said she 
felt a real lift in the men’s spirits 
as she went round the different 
units. She puts it down to the 
lovely gifts from you people.
This lady is from Christchurch 
and in all the years she has 
worked in Corrections, she has 
never heard of such a generous 
gesture as this. … she was 
blown away. 
Believe it or not, you good 
people are making a difference 
down here. 
Warm Easter Greetings, 
Peter Collett”

Photos: Ian Thomson



Being Mortal by Atul Gawande
(Profile Biooks Ltd, $29.56)

Life is long enough for most of us 
that we rarely think about how it 
will come to a close... or even the fact 
that it will. American culture, which 
permeates most developed countries, 
pushes an exuberant, loud and 
energetic form of life that is supposed 
to fight against the inevitable 
deterioration due to accumulating 
years. Youth, energy and vigour are 
worshipped. Those who fail to exhibit 
these are losers. 
Witness the bewilderment of New 
York media tycoons when one of 
them developed pancreatic cancer 
in his prime. “How can a disease 
exist in this day 
and age that is 
incurable? What 
has the medical 
profession been 
doing? This is 
outrageous!”
Professor of 
Surgery at 
Harvard Medical 
School Atul 
Gawande has 
been thinking 
about the end 
of life and how 
society needs 
to treat people 
approaching 
this with more 
respect. He 
relates the 
experience of 
ordinary people undergoing the 
dramatic change of circumstances 
that comes with a diagnosis of 
incurable illness. Some of these are 
his family and friends. The Health 
System can run like a conveyer belt 

and expect the people on it to behave 
like inanimate objects. This process 
needs to change in the name of 
mercy and compassion.
As an oncologist myself, I see the 
best of human nature every day. 
Ordinary people usually behave with 
extraordinary grace and courage 
in dreadful circumstances. Young 
people who have faced mortality 
treasure daily life the way the elderly 

do. Normal is 
wonderful once 
it’s gone.
Those of us in 
good health 
can get weighed 
down by daily 
trivia and lose 
the joy of life 
and love. Being 
mindful of the 
fragility of our 
hold on life 
adds a thrill to 
every day.
Atul Gawande 
wants us to 
think about 
this, and to help 
optimise quality 
of life for those 
facing a daily 

struggle. As a community, this is a 
strong message for Knox.
Prof Gawande is currently at the 
Auckland Writers’ Festival.

— Lyndell Kelly
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What we’re
reading:
Being Mortal by
Atul Gawande

Dunedin Women Clergy held a lunch 
recently to celebrate the 50th anniversary 
of the ordination of women in the 
Presbyterian Church of Aotaeroa New 
Zealand, highlightlighting two Knox 
members’ lengthy service.
Knox members and ordained ministers 
Nora Calvert (pictured above left, who was 
ordained in 1968) and Iris Woods (above 
right, 1977) were honoured at a special 
50-years lunch in May, the anniversary 
month of  the first women ordained in the 
PCANZ. 
Twelve of the 22 ordained Presbyterian 
women in the Dunedin area were involved 
in the celebration.
A Presbytery-wide event may be held later 
in the year. 2015 also marks the 60th 
anniversary of the first women elders in 
the church in New Zealand.

— Carol Grant

Women clergy
in New Zealand
celebrate 50 years

Knox
Church
Quarterly 
Communion 
will be on 
Sunday, June 
14, at the 
10am and 7pm 
services. 
All are welcome

Knox Church
449 George St, 
Dunedin, 9016
 email: admin@
knoxchurch.net  
website: www.
knoxchurch.net



They always occupied a special place 
in our hearts and now the singing 
Tarbotton sisters are back in Knox 
Church Choir on a regular basis, Jill 
Rutherford asked Anna about the 
experiences that led her — as well as 
Erin and Grace — back to Knox.

Q: When did you start attending 
Knox? Did your mum and dad take 
you there? I started attending Knox 
before I was born. Mum has been a 
long-time member, so it was just a 
natural progression that I should go 
with her and eventually join the choir. 
Dad comes to church occasionally 
when important things are happening. 
I was baptised just after my first 
birthday, and confirmed ... I have no 
idea when. 
Q: What are some of your happiest 
memories of life at Knox? Christmas. 
Always Christmas. I love the music, 
the message, the family time and the 
feeling that something special is about 
to happen. I also remember church 
camps that we used to have — always 
so much fun because of the community 
feeling you get with Knox people. One 
specific memory is of Sue Stockwell 

cooking pancakes at one such camp. 
She had about four frying pans on the 
go at once! 
I also very much enjoyed being 
awarded the Butler Memorial Tray 
at the end of last year... It was a big 
surprise for me. 
Some more of my happiest memories 

are to do with watching my younger 
siblings in Sunday school plays, or 
Mum conducting, or one of the family 
members sing a solo. It’s all family-
centric for me, really. I am really 
looking forward to Erin’s wedding in 
October — it will be so special to see 
her married at Knox. 
Q: Did you experience the “oh 
church is so boring, nothing here for 
me, I’m outta here!” feeling as a teen? 

If so, what causes that, do you think? 
I did experience that a little (sleeping 
in on a Sunday is nice ...), but seeing 
as I was (usually) in the choir and 
my family attended, I always had 
something to keep me here. It can 
be hard for other teenagers to keep 
coming and stick with faith because 

it’s not “cool” amongst their 
peers. I don’t know how it 
happened but teenagers always 
like to judge what they don’t 
know and that is very hard for 
a young person to stand up to. 
As well as this, young adults 
and children expect instant 
gratification and high levels 
of entertainment these days. 
When you can access games, 

TV programmes and YouTube right on 
your cellphone, why would you sit for 
20 minutes listening to someone deliver 
a sermon? 
On the church side of the equation, 
it is hard to keep an engaging youth 
program going if the teenagers aren’t 
that interested, don’t attend, or won’t 
participate unless it is in worship time. 
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Carrying on a family tradition

• Continues on Page 12

Erin, left and Anna, right, with Mum Rosemary; and below, the sisters with siblings James and choir member Grace.
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Carrying on a family tradition
Q: When did you stop coming to 
Knox, and when did you come back? 
In my teenage/young adult years I 
was in and out a bit, depending on 
my other commitments, but I really 
stopped coming to Knox when I 
moved to Christchurch in October 
2011. I returned to Dunedin in August 
last year, but took a few months to sort 
my life out before I came back to choir/
church. 
Q: What led you back to Knox? Did 
you miss aspects of church life? If so, 
which ones?  I missed the music and 
singing so much, and feeling like I had 
a spiritual home. I know connecting 
with God shouldn’t be about your 
physical location, but with the building 
so beautiful and the music we sing ... it 
helps. I also missed the people — some 
who have known me all my life. I love 
being able to have a yarn after church, 
with a cup of coffee. 
I went to so many different churches 
in Christchurch, over 15, but none of 
them worked for me. I always felt like 
an outsider. I have found that so many 
people are very aggressive with their 
faith — trying to force you to believe 
what they believe. I like that Knox is 
not like that. You are encouraged to 
think and participate in a way you feel 
comfortable with. 
Q: Knox, as you know, is attempting 
to renew itself — we’re an ageing 
congregation. What do you think 
we could do better? Is church still 
relevant to young people? 
The million-dollar question! We are 
slowly moving towards being more 
accessible and relevant for younger 
people, especially with our PM services. 
I think a more relaxed, non-traditional 
vibe is better — that way, most YAs 
(Young Adults) feel more comfortable 
attending a service. I believe that we 
really need to get a dialogue happening 
between the age groups in the church. 
We have doctors, lawyers, musicians, 
business professionals, speakers of other 
languages in our congregation. Why 
are we not using their skills to support 
the young people who are mostly all 

studying in these fields? 
Church and faith is still, and always 
will be (in my opinion), so relevant to 
how young people grow up and live 
their lives. It’s where we get our morals 
and values and ability to live life in a 
good way from. In my opinion also for 
young families. I know that I would 
not be the way I am if I didn’t have an 
amazing family and church. I am so 
thankful to Mum for bringing me up 
in faith because even if I one day leave 
the church, I will still be a good human 
being because of the way I was raised. 
Q: Can you tell me what you are 
now involved in at Knox? Worship 
Committee, Knox Choir 150th 
Anniversary Committee, Tertiary and 
Young Professionals Group, Youth 
Group Support Person, Choir Marshall 
for Junior Choir (that means I help with 
their rehearsals and “herd” them on 
a Sunday) and of course I sing in the 
Adult Choir. Quite a varied list I think, 
with more things on the horizon. It 
certainly keeps me busy. 
Q: Cool that you’re on worship 
committee — what drew you to that 
one in particular? 
When Alison (Tait) approached me 

to be on the committee, I was quite 
surprised. It has taken me a while to 
get into the mindset that I am now a 
Knox adult, and as such I have ideas 
and experience worth contributing. I 
accepted the offer because I think it 
is good to have a “younger” member 
on the committee who can endeavour 
to represent others in my age group 
and try to effect change within our 
community. 
Q: If you could wave your magic 
wand, what would you like to see 
happening at Knox? What would it 
look like, feel like, be in five years’ 
time? I would love to see a church that 
is thriving and full of teens, young 
adults and older members alike. It 
would be great to have a worship style 
that is the perfect blend of traditional 
Knox, and a more modern approach. 
Things are always going to be changing 
and even though it is very hard for 
some people to accept, it is inevitable. 
The bottom line is we are all here 
to worship God and live good lives 
in Christ, and hopefully we can all 
continue to do so with the support of 
the Knox community. 

— Anna Tarbotton

• Continued from Page 11

Anna helps out  young chorister Lachie White.



Wednesday May 27          7.30pm Dunedin Youth Orchestra concert at Knox: “Night Ringing with Unseen Larks”
Conductor: Anthony Ritchie. Music from Holst Planets (Mars) and Ralph 
Vaughan Williams Lark Ascending (Olive Butler, violin soloist). Tickets at door.

Sunday May 31                      10am
                                                      7pm

Trinity Sunday
Worship (sung Communion)

Monday June 1 Queen’s Birthday public holiday

Sunday June 7                          10am       
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 2
Worship

Wednesday June 10            7.30pm Deacons Court
Sunday June 14                        10am            
                                                      7pm

Quarterly Communion, Pentecost 3
Quarterly Communion

Wednesday June 17 University of Otago first semester exams finish
Sunday June 21                       10am           
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 4; People married at Knox
Worship

Sunday June 28                       10am        
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 5
Worship (sung Communion)

Sunday July 5                           10am 
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 6, “Heaven/Hell, Sin and the Devil” series, Part 1
Worship

Monday July 6 University of Otago Semester 2 starts

Wednesday July 8                7.30pm Deacons Court

Sunday July 12                         10am            
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 7, “Heaven/Hell, Sin and the Devil” series, Part 2
Worship

Sunday July 19                         10am            
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 8, “Heaven/Hell, Sin and the Devil” series, Part 3
Worship

Wednesday July 22             7.30pm Church Council meets
Sunday July 26                         10am            
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 9
Sung Communion

Sunday August 2                     10am            
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 10: Peace Sunday (guest preacher, Kerry is on leave)
Worship (guest preacher, Kerry is on leave)

Saturday August 8               7.30pm City Choir Dunedin/St Kilda Brass concert at Knox Church: “Sea and Land”

Sunday August 9                     10am            
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 11: Peace Sunday (guest preacher, Kerry is on leave)
Worship (guest preacher, Kerry is on leave)

Sunday August 16                   10am            
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 12
Worship

Saturday August 22 NZ Choral Federation day-long community choir workshop and concert.

Sunday August 23                   10am            
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 13
Worship (Taize service)

Sunday August 30                   10am            
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 14
Sung Communion
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What’s On
Choir practice: Each Wednesday during school terms: 5.15pm (children), 
     6pm-8pm (adults). All welcome to audition.
Knox Church Council: The fourth Wednesday of alternate months, at 7.30pm: 27 May, 22 July, 23 September
Deacons Court: The second Wednesday of each month, at 7.30pm: 10 June, 8 July, 12 August
Quarterly Communion: Sunday 14 June, 10am and 7pm 

School holidays: Friday 3 July until Monday 20 July.
Choir, Sunday School and Youth Group do not meet.  
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Over a lunch at Nova Café recently, 
Max Westropp shared some of his 
impressions of his time in South 
Korea with Jill Rutherford.

Expectations:
Before leaving for South Korea in early 
November last year, Max Westropp, 21, 
was too busy finishing exams to have 
any real expectations of the momentous 
three-month journey he was about to 
begin in Seoul, South Korea. Nor did 
he receive an official “brief” on what 
his role was to be once he arrived, “just 
a side comment that maybe I’d be 
teaching kids”.
Once there, he was struck by the 
dedication of leaders and members of 
the Korean church to improving the 
lives of migrant workers. 
“The pastors I met work very long 
hours, and are very committed. Thirty 
years ago, that region had nothing 
in terms of human rights or migrant 
rights: now they have three schools, 
and housing for children (many are 
orphans).” 
In the cramped, overcrowded migrant 
area live 100,000 of Seoul’s poorest 
people, in a city of some 22 million: 
“All the labourers live here. It’s dirty, 
and buildings are in really poor 
conditions. But every morning, the 
streets are cleaned. It’s 
super cold — there’s a 
Siberian wind that sweeps 
down from the north. The 
people are not in tatters, 
but they all wear second-
hand clothing.” In fact, 
one of the first things Max 
bought was a “really warm 
jacket” for $5.
His most challenging 
moment(s):
“I’ve grown up in so many 
different countries, so I’m 
not usually overwhelmed 
by cultural differences — I 
like to go to places with an open mind. 
But it really tested me, even though I 
thoroughly enjoyed it.”
After being on the go for 27 hours, 

a heavily jet-lagged Max was 
picked up at the airport at 5.30 
pm only to be stuck in traffic 
for two hours. He then met 
the Korean pastor he would be 
working with, had tea with him 
for another hour, followed by 
dinner during which the pastor 
tried to teach Max some basic 
Korean. It was 11 o’clock at 
night. At this point, says Max, 
“my accommodation hadn’t 
been sorted yet. I just wanted a 
bed. I was to stay in the pastor’s 
guest room.  It was a super hard 
bed. When I woke up, I had 
a shower, and they gave me a 
tiny hand towel — everything 
is really small there. I went on 
to a construction site that first 
full day, got on a truck with 
a Chinese construction crew 
that worked for the church. 
By the end of a 12-hour day, 
I was absolutely exhausted. I 
was to stay upstairs (at a school 
dormitory) by myself but there 
wasn’t a bed, so I slept on the floor for 
three months. I thought, well, the kids 
all do it, so I did too. But at least it was 
warm inside on the wooden floor with 
my tiny pillow!”
Why did he want to go? 

“I’ve always wanted to do international 
voluntary work. I [lived in] Indonesia 
as a kid, and grew up next to poverty. 
As a kid, you don’t really grasp 

the political or religious nature of 
why people live like that, you just 
ask, ‘Why?’… I wanted to make a 
difference. Going out and doing 
volunteer work is good because it opens 
your eyes, but it only goes so far to 
change conditions. That’s one of the 

reasons why I’m taking a 
Commerce degree, because 
if you start a business, it 
employs the people and 
that reinvests back into the 
community. At the end of 
the day, you’re not going to 
leave the world with your 
money. What matters are the 
relations you have with other 
people.”

Growing political 
awareness:
“If you are a Western 
foreigner like myself, 

you are treated incredibly well, but 
how they treat each other is very 
hierarchical,… and migrant workers 

South Korea sojourn

• Continues on Page 15
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   Carry on

By Michael Leunig

We give thanks for the invention of 
the handle.
Without it there would be many 
things we couldn’t hold on to. 
As for the things we can’t hold on 
to anyway, let us gracefully accept 
their ungraspable nature and 
celebrate all things elusive, fleeting, 
and intangible. They mystify us 
and make us receptive to truth 
and beauty. We celebrate and give 
thanks. Amen.
— From “When I Talk to You: A Cartoonist 

Talks to God“, Penguin Books Australia, 
Michael Leunig

Just handle
it, okay?

are treated abysmally and have 
no rights at all. The more I 
learnt about what was going 
on, the more frustrated I was 
at the Korean government. 
It’s supposedly a democratic 
country, but the government 
had arrested all the leaders of an 
opposition political party under 
the guise of national security, 
and accused them of being 
‘North Korea sympathisers’. It’s 
not a democracy if you don’t 
tolerate different opinions from 
yourself.”

How was he changed? 
“I guess I never really had any 
idea of what I wanted to do. I 
grew up in Singapore where I 
didn’t want to say much, just 
sitting on the fence. But after 
Korea, I’m convinced we need 
more people to speak up. I don’t 
think this is being ‘radicalised’, 
but just being a human being. 
A lot of atrocities are committed 
in the name of ideology, and 
South Korea has committed as 
many as North Korea. I’m just 

frustrated at the enormity of the 
change that’s required. Most 
of the pastors I met, men and 
women, have made legitimate 
changes: the pastor I worked 
under has helped 200,000 
migrant workers. They’ve 
sacrificed a lot just to ensure the 
rights of other people.”

What about his faith? Did 
he feel God’s spirit at work 
within him?
“To be honest, I saw the good 
and the bad of religion. In NZ, 
we’re very neutral about faith, 
but in Korea, these pastors 
did all these incredible things 
because their faith demanded it 
of them. But I also saw a side of 
religion in which children were 
being instilled with the fear of 
God, little kids just being kids 
who were told they were evil for 
behaving in a certain way.
“But at the end of the day, I’m 
a big believer in my actions 
speaking louder than my words. 
After all, the whole point of 
Christianity is about love, and 
getting rid of the hate.”

South Korea sojourn
• Continued from Page 14

Young professionals
At the start of this year Kerry started a Tertiary 
and Young Professionals Group. The aim was to 
engage with and grow the “Tertiary to 30” age 
group within the congregation. After having a 
few monthly dinners with Kerry and Mavis, we 
now have started meeting weekly on a Sunday at 
5.45pm before the evening service. There is a core 
group of about six to eight people, but the whole 
group numbers around 30. At these gatherings, we 
discuss the week that was and the sermons from 
the previous week. 
As a group, we also undertook to run one of the 
prayer services before Easter. This was a success 
with lots of varied readings and prayers. I asked a 
few members of the group to share their thoughts: 
“In sharing a small meal together we are able 
to comfortably explore the sermons from the 
week before and any questions that have arisen 
throughout the week with the guidance of Kerry 
and Mavis. It’s a great time for reflection and 
exploration.” — Eleanor Bell 
“I value the informal meetings we share after 
services, whether in the pews or over morning tea 
or lunch. These times provide opportunities to 
touch base with fellow students, and to meet new 
people. The student group shows how the Knox 
community is an inclusive and welcoming space for 
all people.” — Nicholas Haslam
For info, search Facebook for “Knox Church 
Dunedin - Tertiary and Young Professionals Group”.
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Knox Church Choir  
150th Anniversary 

	  
September 11 to 13, 2015 

Please join us in celebrating 150 years of choral excellence. 
Several events have been arranged including a dinner, church 

service and other less formal events. 
For more information and to register your interest please 

email us, or contact us through the event’s Facebook page, 
details below. 

Email: knoxchoir150@gmail.com 
Facebook: Knox Church Choir Dunedin – 150th Anniversary  

(Just search Knox Church Choir and you should find it). 

Knox Church 
Choir 150th 
Anniversary

September 11 to 13, 2015
Please join us in celebrating 150 years of choral excellence. Several 
events have been arranged including a dinner, church service and 

other less formal events.
For more information and to register your interest please email us, or 

contact us through the event’s Facebook page, details below.
Email: knoxchoir150@gmail.com

Facebook: Knox Church Choir Dunedin – 150th Anniversary 
(Just search Facebook for Knox Church Choir to find it).



Choir news
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This year, Knox Church and its choir 
celebrate a tradition of 150 years of 
music as part of worship. The choir, 
originally a group of enthusiasts who 
sat together in the original church 
in Great King St after that building 
opened in 1860, was first mentioned 
officially in the church records in 
1865. The first Junior choir seems to 
have been formed by Roy S;packman 
in 1929. Long-time choir member 
Anne Hogg joined in 1937 and she 
remembers the “happy team spirit”. 
The separate Iona Choir for girls was 
established in 1989.
If you would be interested in joining 
the choir, please contact organist 
and music director Karen Knudson: 
phone (03) 477-2749 or email 
kknudson@xtra.co.nz

Photos: Ian Thomson



The doll’s journey: a story
Franz Kafka, so the story goes, 
encountered a little girl in the park 
where he went walking daily. She was 
crying. She had lost her doll and was 
desolate.
Kafka offered to help her look for the 
doll and arranged to meet her the next 
day at the same spot. Unable to find 
the doll he composed a letter from the 
doll and read it to her when they met.
“Please do not mourn me, I have gone 
on a trip to see the world. I will write 
you of my adventures.” This was the 
beginning of many letters. When he 
and the little girl met, he read her from 

these carefully composed letters the 
imagined adventures of the beloved 
doll. The little girl was comforted.
When the meetings came to an end 
Kafka presented her with a doll. 
She obviously looked different from 
the original doll. An attached letter 
explained: “my travels have changed 
me.”
Many years later, the now grown girl 
found a letter stuffed into an unnoticed 

crevice in the cherished replacement 
doll. In summary it said: “every thing 
that you love, you will eventually lose, 
but in the end, love will return in a 
different form.”
There are many versions of the story 
of Kafka and the doll. I heard this 
one from Tara Brach, psychologist 
and Buddhist meditation teacher in 
Washington D.C.
Only after many tellings am I able to 
relay this story without crying. And I 
have found that when I tell it to others 
young or old, my listener is invariably 
moved, occasionally bursting into tears.

When I went online to find 
confirmation for the story, I found one 
source that referred to it as a “healing 
story”. That seems right. For whether 
this actually ever happened the story is 
real and true and provides a template 
for healing.
For me there are two wise lessons in 
this story: Grief and loss are ubiquitous 
even for a young child. And the way 
toward healing is to look for how love 

comes back in another form.
I think there are advantages to viewing 
grief as omnipresent, an inescapable 
part of being a human being. Grief 
encompasses far more than the loss of a 
loved one, although that is perhaps its 
most profound manifestation. The loss 
of the doll in the story is devastating to 
the little girl. This is what moves Kafka 
to create the wonderful stories of travel 
and adventure. He perceived the depth 
of her pain. It is reported that he put as 
much time and care into creating these 
letters for the little girl as he did in 
other writings.

Holding the perspective 
of the universality of 
loss, helps us with shame 
and loneliness. If a 
profound grief reaction 
to divorce or children 
leaving home or the 
loss of a pregnancy, 
or unemployment, or 
retirement, or having to 
confront the limitations 
of our children, or aging, 
or the loss of health is 
something I share with 
my fellow beings, I am 
less alone. And I don’t 
have to be ashamed 
that I feel the way I do, 
for shame is part of the 
legacy of isolation.
And love coming back, 
in a different form? I 
believe it was Kafka’s 
letters that were the real 
gift of love, and what 
was ultimately healing 
for the little girl was the 
relationship that was the 

balm. Someone cared enough for her 
pain to write her lovely stories of the 
lost doll’s adventures. A great writer at 
that.
How healing it is to hold this 
conviction, that love will return. It is 
our job to recognise it in its new form.

(By social worker May Benatar, PhD, 
LCSW. Reprinted from the Huffington 

Post, www.huffingtonpost.com)
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Knox kids
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Hi everyone! As you may know, Jesse, 
Dad and I (Jack) went to Italy it was an 
awesome experience. We ate and ate and 
ate and probably gained 1000kgs from 
all the pizza, pasta and gelato (ice-cream) 
which you could not stop eating. 
Our base camp was Florence. The place 
we stayed at was the apartment of my 
uncle Tod. He’s my mum’s bro.
Favourite place: (Jesse’s) ROME!! 
Rome was my favourite place because 
of the mind-blowing structures of the 
Roman Empire and of how some are still 
standing today. 
(Jack’s) Hmmm ... 
Pompeii 
was 
very cool 
with the 
ruins and 
paintings 
that have 
been 
preserved by 
the layers of 
ash for about 
2000 years. I
loved seeing the preserved people that 
died all those years ago. 
Favourite church: (Jesse) my favourite 
church was (I bet all of you will know 
this church) the church at St Marco’s 
square in Venice.
(Jack) My favourite church was the… 
well, I can’t remember the name but 
it was so beautiful, even better than 
the Duomo. You see, the Duomo was 
beautiful on the outside then plain on the 
inside but this church was plain on the 
outside and incredible on the inside (it 
may have been Dante’s church in 
Florence). 
Favourite art: (Jack) My favourite 
painting was the Birth of Venus by 
Botticelli. It was in the Uffizi Gallery, 
one the best art galleries in the world.
(Jesse) My favourite piece of art was at 
the Sistine Chapel, by Michelangelo.
Things we didn’t like: (Jack) That is 
a hard one. I think that there were too 

many smokers in Italy and 
that was very sad.
(Jesse) Yes… I agree there 
were way too many smokers…
oh and by the way, never wear 
high heels in Italy.
Favourite experiences: (Jack) 
My favourite experience would 
have to have been Cinqe Terre 
(that means five towns). It was 
by the sea and everything was 
perfect.
(Jesse) My favourite 

experience was 
driving on the 
RIGHT side of 
the road and 
spending a 
night on the 
side of the 
road in a 
tent on the 
border of 
Italy and 

Switzerland.
§ § §

Italy was the home of the Roman 
Empire, which was spread across all 
of Europe, including Israel, by the 
time of Christ’s birth 2000 years ago.
Some aspects of that great empire 
still exist today, in ruins of buildings, 
in roads, in culture and particularly 
in language. Did you know that 60 
percent of all English words spring 
from Greek or Latin (the Roman 
language)?
Many English words are in fact Latin:
etcetera — et (and) cetera (the rest)
de facto — in fact
per annum — for each year
postmortem — after death
verbatim — in the same words
versus — against.
Many others have Latin prefixes and 
suffixes, such as pre- (which means 
before); post- (after); re- (again); 
trans- (across) sub- and super- 
(below and above). And of course, 
our choir often sings in Latin.
So, Ave! Christus natus est!



Knox people
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Delivered by:

Contact:

Contact Information

Minister: Kerry Enright 
477-0229, 0274 675-542 or 

email minister@knoxchurch.net

Clerk of Council 
John Elder 476-1151
jnjelder@clear.net.nz

Clerks of Deacons Court 
Suzanne & Ken Bishop 476-3271

suzken.bishop@xtra.co.nz

Envelope Secretary 
Helen Thew 471-2147

r.h.thew@xtra.co.nz

Treasurer
Janice Tofia 473-9876

janice.tofia@gmail.com

Organist & Choir Director  
Karen Knudson 477-2749

Church Officer 
Benjamin Thew 477-0229 

churchofficer@knoxchurch.net

Parish Office
Church secretary:

Jacqui Carroll,
 449 George St

Phone (03) 477-0229
Mon-Fri 9am-Noon

  
449 George St, Dunedin, 9016

 admin@knoxchurch.net  
www.knoxchurch.net

For more news and 
photos from Knox 
Church, please follow 
us on Twitter 
@ KnoxChurchDUN 
and “Like” our page on 
FaceBook. Follow the links 
from our website:

www.knoxchurch.net

Knox Choir members 
were very successful 
at the Green Island 
Singing Competition in 
May. Results included
Alex McAdam: 2nd 
in the 14yrs and over 
Action Song, 3rd in the 
Scholarship Recital 14 
and under 16; and 1st 
in the Melrose Cup for 
Most Improved Singer.

Lillian Gibbs was 1st 
in Sacred Song 14 and 
under 16 (winning the 
Herbert Tray); 1st in the 
Test Song 14 and under 
16 (Elsie Hanan Tray); 
and 2nd in Popular 
Song 14-16 years.
Lillian also won the 
Dunedin Entertainers 
Club Scholarship for 14-
16 years.

Sarah Hubbard placed 
2nd in the Test Song 
14-16 years.
Olivia Barber was 3rd 
in the Test Song 14-16 
years.
AND Darcy and Tegan 
Baldwin were placed 
1st and 2nd (Gold and 
Silver medallists) in the 
South Island Taekwon-
Do finals.

Singing up a storm – and a kick!

Piccolo gathering pace
Knox Church’s free 
pre-school music 
programme, Piccolo, is 
a hit with the under-5s. 
A core group of about 
eight children and their 
parents/carers attend 
weekly sessions in the 
Gathering Area, hosted 
by Calla Knudson 
Hollebon, right. The 
sessions are held on 
Tuesdays from 9.30am 
until about 10.15am. All 
under-5s are welcome. 

Congratulations to Knox member 
Dr Margot Skinner, who was 
elected as the vice-president of the 
World Confederation for Physical 
Therapy (WCPT) at the general 
meeting held at the end of April, 
prior to their Congress in Singapore. 
“WCPT is the international body 
representing physiotherapists from 
111 member organisations around 
the world. It has consultative status 
with the United Nations and 
official relationship with the World 
Health Organization as well as 
links with voluntary groups such 
as Rehabilitation International,” 
explained Margot (above, right, with 
WCPT president Emma Stokes). The 
appointment will enable Margot to 
continue work in the Asia Western 
Pacific region but with some more 
global responsibilities. “Hopefully, 
the discussions begun in Singapore 

with physiotherapy colleagues from 
countries including the Sudan, 
Palestine and Brunei to guide them 
on the development of professional 
associations, as well as ongoing work 
in China, will mean that by the 
time of the next general meeting in 
2019, several new countries will be 
welcomed into WCPT”.

We mourn the death 
of Eileen Thackery, 
on January 28. Eileen 
was a stalwart Knox 
member and attendee, 
spending each Friday 
for many years folding 
the orders of service 
for the following 
Sunday’s services. A 
memorial service was 
held for Eileen in the 
church on Saturday, 
March 28.

Vale,
Eileen


