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Welcome to Knox:
Minister’s Letter
Dear friends,
This newsletter has a focus on worship. Let 
me begin with an experience of worship I 
saw unfold.
He sat forward in his seat, eyes wide open, 
full of anticipation. I had just begun the 
service by saying “Let us spend a moment 
in silence waiting for God.” On hearing 
those words, a child looked around, 
expectantly. When was God going to 
arrive? And where and how?
Worship is frequently surprising.
I’ve seen a visiting preacher disappear 
down an organ pit, three members of a 
bridal party faint, a lectern give way when 
a visiting preacher leaned on it, a minister’s 
robe catch fire at a Christmas service, 
children gleefully throw water from the 
font, a large number of people walk out 
of a service in protest at what the minister 
said, flowers topple and more. Weddings and 
funerals seem most risky.
Worship rarely flows predictably in accord with 
careful preparation because there are many 
unmanageable factors.
One factor is us. Who knows what the 
morning has 
been before we 
turn up. We 
may have had a 
sleepless night 
or a fierce 
argument or 
exciting news 
or a busy 
week. We may 
be bored or 
fired up. We bring all of ourselves to worship. 
Another factor is God — untameable, 
unmanageable. God seems to encounter us 
in ways we cannot predict. When a hundred 
people from different cultures and with 
different stories come to the same space, the 
possibilities are many. The only factor that 
enables coherence seems to be the action of the 
one Spirit within, around, among us, taking us 
into the story of Jesus Christ.
Few dimensions of church life vary as much as 

worship. In the Presbyterian Church of Ghana, 
people dance while taking up the offering 
and sharing in communion. In our mother 
church, St Giles’ in Edinburgh, communion 
is celebrated at the main service every Sunday, 
with people standing around the Table. 
Nearby Knox, Presbyterian churches worship 

over breakfast and seated 
at coffee tables. Some 
have organ music, some 
have other instruments. 
Some sing hymns, some 
songs. The possibilities 
are many.
The philosopher 
Kierkegaard said we 
popularly imagine that 

in worship the minister is the performer, the 
congregation is the audience and God is the 
prompt. Much better, he said, to think of God 
as the audience, the minister as the prompt 
and the congregation as the performers. That 
idea has limitations but it is closer to truth. 
Liturgy is “the work of the people”.
However we worship, we believe God 
encounters us there. Nothing else matters as 
much.

Go well,
— Kerry
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Thinking it over
“Anyone who thinks sitting in church 
can make you a Christian must also 
think that sitting in a garage can make 
you a car.”
“No matter what time of year I come 
here, people always say the same thing: 
It’s not usually like this.”
“They say such nice things about people 
at their funerals that it makes me sad to 
realise that I’m going to miss mine by 
just a few days.”
“It is a sin to believe evil of others but it 
is seldom a mistake.”
“What keeps faith cheerful is the 
extreme persistence of gentleness 

and humour. Gentleness is 
everywhere in daily life, a 
sign that faith rules through 
ordinary things: through 
cooking and small talk, 
through storytelling, making 
love, fishing, tending animals 
and sweet corn and flowers, 
through sports, music, and 
books, raising kids — all the 
places where the gravy soaks in and 
grace shines through. Even in a time of 
elephantine vanity and greed, one never 
has to look far to see the campfires 
of gentle people. Lacking any other 

purpose in life, it would be good 
enough to live for their sake.”
“Cats are intended to teach us 
that not everything in nature has 
a function.”
“Jesus said the meek would 
inherit the earth, but so far all 
we’ve gotten is Minnesota and 
North Dakota.”
“Wherever you find beauty and 

simplicity and truth, know that there 
is a committee somewhere planning to 
improve it — don’t let them do it.”

— US author and humourist 
Garrison Keillor
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Knox Church Council news
Over the past three months, the 
council has been considering 
new initiatives. While we 
have shared these through 
the highlights in the Sunday 
bulletin, here seems a good 
place to list a few:
•	 We adopted a policy to 

assist and guide us when 
considering funding for 
major projects when the 
source of funding is derived 
from gambling pursuits

•	 We received a report 
addressing the financial 
sustainability of Knox. We 
look forward to the report’s 
formal presentation at the May 
meeting of council.

•	 We approved a statement setting 
out a “philosophy of visiting” 
for discussion, initially, with the 
pastoral area convenors.

•	 We approved a revised worship and 
music plan.

As this issue of the newsletter has 
worship as its theme, it is appropriate 
that council shares its work in this 
respect. 
At our January retreat, we discussed 
and adopted draft annual plans which 
illustrated how the strategic plan could 
be put into action. With regard to the 
Worship and Music Plan, we agreed to 
seven key concepts
1. Building community, deepening 

relationships, engendering trust;

2. Following Jesus: who is he, how is 
he, where is he?;

3. Joining God’s Spirit active in the 
world — beyond church, spirit of 
life, hope, love;

4. Growing movement;
5. Courage — heartened, inspired, 

galvanised; 
6. Live the way of Jesus — distinctive 

in our society, learning the way, 
conversing, exploring, engaging to 
learn the way;

7. Cultural diversity.
We agreed that worship should be an 
experience, one which helps people feel 
they encounter God and are affected in 
a personal and transformative way. 
In order for this to happen worship 
leaders — minister(s), musicians, 
and singers — need to consciously 

collaborate and 
communicate and 
interact in a timely 
fashion to enable the 
service to be cohesive 
and flow. Part of the 
collaboration process has 
been for the Council, 
Minister and choir to 
meet to discuss the plan. 
It is intended that these 
meetings will continue. 
We want to take 
opportunities to 
connect with events and 
organisations with which 
Knox has some affinity. 

This may mean we need to adapt our 
services and music from time to time. 
We want to keep and cherish the things 
that have become important to us but 
also want to have space to welcome 
new ideas and ways of doing things. 
As with all plans, an evaluation process 
is prudent. We will be setting in place 
an evaluation process to identify where 
we need to reconsider, develop further, 
and reaffirm what is being achieved. 
This is an exciting development in 
the life of Knox and we look forward 
to sharing developments with the 
congregation, members of the wider 
church and our local community. 

—  Alison Tait 
Council Clerk 

Photos: Ian Thomson



For the entire 150 years 
of the Knox Church 
building, music and 
the choir have played 
a central role. The first 
organ followed shortly 
afterwards, in 1884.
With thousands of 
individual pipes and 
parts, the church organ 
is a good analogy for 
worship at Knox — the 
sum of the whole being greater than 
its individual pieces. So, too, worship 
is influenced by the choice of a hymn, 
text, a prayer, colours, flowers, music. 
The tone of the service is not one 
choice but many.
For example, one newish Knox 
parishioner was intrigued as to why 
the “prayers for ourselves and other” 
during each service was coming as “a 
disembodied voice from somewhere in 
the congregation”.
Kerry was able to reply: “The practice 

began during the ministry of the Rev 
Neil Churcher in the late 1980s, early 
1990s. I imagine the idea was that as 
the prayer for others represented part 
of the response to the proclamation 
of the Word, it belonged amid the 
congregation on the way out of the 
church, rather than at the front of the 
church. A classic service of worship 
involves three movements: approach 
to the Word, receiving of the Word, 
sending by the Word into the world. 
The sending segment includes the 
prayer of thanks and for others, the 

offering, community news, the 
sacraments and the blessing, 
all outward facing. So praying 
amid the congregation is part of 
the outward movement of the 
congregation as it follows the 
Word into the world. We do 
not have a strict rule though, so 
people can pray from the lectern 
or standing at the side of the 
church if they wish.”
Long-time parishioner and 
deacon David Hill recalls: “My 
first memory of worship at Knox 

was during the ministry of David 
Herron (in the 1940s). My memory 
is that the service started with the 
congregation singing a hymn with the 
words ‘The Lord is in his Temple’, at 
which time Dr Herron would enter the 
pulpit to lead the service. As a small 
boy I imagined he was the Lord. I also 
remember hostel boys from Otago 
Boys’ High School sitting in the gallery 
during communion and part-way 
through the service Dr Herron telling 
them off for talking.”
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All the little things that add up to Knox

How are Sunday’s Bible readings 
selected?
At Knox, we normally use readings 
from the Revised Common Lectionary. 
It provides four readings to be used 
in worship for each Sunday. The RCL 
seeks to cover the major books of the 
Bible over a three-year period and 
always includes a Gospel reading. It 
is used by Presbyterian, Anglican, 
Methodist, Roman Catholic, Lutheran 
and other churches around the world. 
There are some variations, but it is 

likely that the readings we have at 
Knox will be used by a large number 
of other churches. The word lectionary 
simply means readings from the Bible 
set to be read at worship. Usually, we 
use two of the four readings set for the 
day.
How did our present order develop?
The basic order of our worship finds 
its origin in Jewish worship in the 
synagogue before Christianity. 
Over time, it has been adapted, 
through the period of the early church 

and for us most noticeably during the 
Reformation. Some early practices 
are no longer used. We no longer, 
for example, exorcise demons before 
baptism, although commonly we 
renounce evil. 
We also no longer celebrate 
communion every Sunday although it 
was the practice of the church from its 
beginning until the Reformation and is 
the usual pattern in other churches. 

— Kerry Enright

Timetable for Bible readings

We at Knox are 
blessed with history. 
Our church building, 
which turns 150 years 
old in November, 
keeps us conscious 
of that history as do 
the countless, often 
elaborate rites and 
rituals that make up 
our worship. In this 
edition, we examine 
some of those that 
make Knox “distinct”.

The 50m-high 
steeple has stood 
sentinel over Knox 
Church for 150 
years this year.

Photo: Ian 
Thomson
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And why not?
Too Anglican? Crossing oneself goes 
back a tad longer than Henry VIII, 
after all!
I happen to like the choir processing. 
It stirs me to see the elders coming 
forward at 
communion. I also 
have a soft spot 
for Knox services 
when we all move 
forward. We do 
so for ordinations, 
but why not more 
often? That corporate 
surge reminds us 
that as part of God’s people, we are on 
a very special journey. All around us, 
encompassing us, we see and sense the 
folk we want to live and die with. (Too 
much pathos, Matheson?)
Another heretical thought: Should 
we think seriously about doing away 
with collecting the offering from the 
pews? Post-online banking, it’s a rump 
survival, anyway. 
We could leave our offerings at 
the door, and dedicate them at 
the appropriate time. The present 
procedure is banal.
I enjoy the evening communions when 
we stand around the table and share 

a common cup, but at the quarterly 
communions (ridiculous term!) it’s 
passing hard to cut through the false 
solemnity which goes with pew-
anchored communicants and these 
hygienic wee glasses with their fruit 

juice! 
Where is the wine 
and the blood and 
the broken body? 
We need to think 
hard about this. 
Our ancestors took 
the common table 
so much more 
seriously, and we 

are just continuing a 19th-century 
bourgeois innovation. I find it so hard 
at present to feel that we are joining 
the disciples at the poignant Last 
Supper of our Lord or that we are the 
eschatological community on the cusp 
of a quite New Age.
One final thought: Work, life, 
worship belong together. Yet we live, 
work separately during the week. 
If a substantial number of us could 
covenant together to read the prophets, 
the psalms, the gospels day by day and 
set apart time for prayer with and for 
one another, how might that transform 
our coming together of a Sabbath?

Crossing points
In this Knox News, we look at the 
ways in which we worship together, 
the shape of our services and 
rituals and what they say about us.

PETER MATHESON:
Like many at Knox, I suspect, I 
am pulled in different ways when 
I reflect on our worship. Some 
things are crystal clear. We value 
focus on quality, on a service that 
has coherence and, that difficult 
word, authenticity. The miracle 
is that we are so unbelievably lucky. 
We have been and continue to be 
blessed in our ministerial and musical 
leadership. Sunday after Sunday, 
we get stimulation from worship 
and sometimes are even moved to 
(discreetly Presbyterian) tears.

Where I am torn is how to ensure the 
right balance. I look up at the beams of 
the church’s soaring roof and imagine 
all the adoration, joy, pain, stored up 
there from generation after generation 
of worshippers, from all these 
weddings, funerals, Christmas services. 
We are heirs of that communion of 
saints and sinners. Like our forbears, 
we come to worship in order to be 
taken out of ourselves and to be 
ushered into the presence of the Holy 
One. Mystery, mystery, mystery, all is 
mystery . . .

In our tradition, however, the minister 
is not the shaman. If she or he is a 
priest, it is as part of the priesthood of 
all believers. In our intercessory prayers, 
in the élan of the young people and 
children, in the singing of the choir, in 
sharing the peace, we do participate. 
Our reverent and critical listening, too, 
is part of our priestly (and prophetic) 
calling. But is that enough?
Here are some suggestions. In most 
of the pews we have kneelers. Could 
we try kneeling for prayer? (But not 
just one or two Holy Willies!) Our 
ministers sometimes make the sign of 
the cross. Could we consider that, too? 
After all, these are bodily actions which 
say: I’m part of this, I’m moved by this. 
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A brief history of worship at Knox
Some of the things we do together, 
and which we like about Knox - our 
“style” - aren’t necessarily part of our 
heritage. Some are recent adaptations 
and additions, reflecting the changes in 
attitudes, symbolism and worship. The 
timing of these changes is often not 
remembered.
In the 19th century, Knox baptisms 
were mostly held in the home. 
Dr Stuart in 1860 asked Session’s 
permission for this because of distances 
and bad roads. But he later regretted 
his kindly gesture for people often 
requested home baptisms as if they 
were normal practice. He would have 
carried our silver font (baptismal bowl) 
to people’s houses.
In 1911 the minister, the Rev R Evan 
Davies, wrote of an “encouraging 
revival of the custom of bringing 
children to the church for baptism”, 
but this was still only in the church 
building. Only three of the hundreds of 
baptisms that year carried the notation, 
“during morning service”.
Within living memory, Knox baptisms 
were normally held during a service. 
In the 1950s, parents came to church, 
escorted in for the baptism by the 
Cradle Roll Convener. They left 
straight afterwards, in and out by the 
door near the pulpit.

Later, parents and babies stayed for the 
whole service. The baptismal wording 
became simpler, more user-friendly. In 
1966, the parents’ elder was “asked to be 
present”. It was the Rev Iain MacMillan 
in the 1970s who first walked up the 
aisle to show the baby to everyone while 
we sang a blessing, and the Rev Neil 
Churcher in the 1980s who did the 
same and then gave the baby to someone 
else (representing the congregation) to 
carry back to the parents.
All these baptismal changes might not 
seem much in themselves but consider 
for a moment what they signify. They 
symbolise our Knox Church family 
and the welcoming and enfolding 
of the newest member and the 
responsibility accepted by the rest of us. 

(Nowadays, for these reasons, there are 
no home baptisms.)
The baptism pattern is only one of 
Knox’s many changes over the years, 
some met by early opposition. Witness 
the fuss in 1898 over saying the Lord’s 
Prayer in church after Mr E B Cargill, 
the longest-serving elder, proposed 
this and Session agreed. But then two 
elders and another member petitioned 
Presbytery to have it stopped. It was, 
they thought, the first step towards a 
liturgy but Presbytery upheld the Knox 
Session.
In the 1960s, elders were dubious about 
the new-fangled method of carrying 
the Bible into church, and only from a 
side door at that.

— Lyndall Hancock

1870 Cards replaced metal 
communion tokens.

1898 Lord’s Prayer repeated during 
service (and continued despite 
three members asking Presbytery 
to have it stopped).

1908 (or earlier.) Harvest 
Thanksgiving for Sunday School 
children replacing their annual 
Gift Day for the Poor.

1920 Christmas Day service.
1921 Good Friday service.
1922 Offering envelopes 

introduced. The resulting 
increase in giving enabled Knox 
to support an Own Missionary in 
India, Dr Adam Harvie.

1925 The first broadcast service 

from Knox. Appears to be first 
NZ radio church service. Also 
evening service during summer at 
7pm, later reverted to 6.30.

1930 Hearing aid system installed 
(individual hand-held earpieces).

1936 Holy Week services.
1945 Miss Vida Barron, supported 

by organist C. Roy Spackman 
suggested choir robes. 
Unanimously rejected by Session.

1946 Presbytery recommended 
7pm for all evening services, 
Knox Session disagreed.

1951 Evening service at 7pm (New 
minister, the Rev. J G Matheson, 
brought about a peaceable 
change).

1952 Christmas Eve service. Also 
(or perhaps earlier) Christmas 
flowers for sick and shut-in 
members, organised by Women’s 
Fellowship.

1956 First discussions on carrying 
in the Bible before service. 
Deferred.

1957 Christmas tree.
1960 Choir wore new robes (and 

Miss Barron lived to see the day).
1961 Elders, if they agreed to do so, 

to take turns in order of seniority 
to sit next to the minister to help 
with Holy Communion.

1965 Printed order of service 
found to be useful for a broadcast 

Turning points in the history of worship at Knox

• Continues on Page 6
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Early Christians: rites of passage
Creatures of habit that humans 
are, we have evolved a series of 
rites and rituals to express our 
Christian faith: 

As of 2010, Christianity was by far 
the world’s largest religion, with 
an estimated 2.2 billion adherents, 
nearly a third (31 percent) of all 
6.9 billion people on Earth, Pew 
Research Center in the US says. 
Islam was second, with 1.6 billion 
adherents, or 23 percent of the 
global population, followed by the 
non-religious, the Hindus, Chinese 
traditional beliefs and then Buddhists. 
Christian practices vary by 
denomination, but common elements 
include a Sunday worship service, 
private and corporate prayer, study 
and reading of the Scriptures, 
and participation in rites such as 
baptism and communion (known as 
sacraments).
Christian worship services generally 
include singing, prayer and a sermon. 
Most churches have a special ritual for 
ordination, or designating a person fit 
for a leadership position in the church. 
Many Christians will have been 
baptised, either as an infant or as an 
adult, and regularly participate in 
communion (also called the Lord’s 
Supper and the Eucharist). Baptism 
and communion are considered 
sacraments — sacred rituals instituted 
by Christ himself. The Catholic 
Church recognizes five additional 
sacraments, as well as many other 
distinctive practices that are known 
as “sacramentals” or “devotions” and 
include praying the rosary and going 
on pilgrimages.
Distinctive Catholic practices include 
recognition of seven total sacraments, 
Sunday mass, devotion to the Virgin 
Mary and the saints, and veneration 
of relics and places associated with 
holy figures. Eastern Orthodoxy 
holds many practices in common 
with Catholicism, but is especially 
distinguished by the central role of 
icons: ornate images of Christ and the 
saints believed to provide a connection 

to the spiritual 
world.
Symbols have 
always played an 
important role 
in the Christian 
religion.
The most 
important 
Christian 
holiday is Easter, 
celebrating 

Christ’s resurrection from the dead. 
Easter is immediately preceded by 
Holy Week, which includes Palm 
Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and 
Good Friday. The 40 days prior to 
Easter form the Lenten season, a time 
of fasting and repentance. Another 
holiday that came to be culturally 
important is Christmas, which 
commemorates the birth of Jesus on 
December 25. Saints’ days are also 
important. Some of these, such as St 
Patrick’s Day and Valentine’s Day, 
have come to play a prominent role in 
popular western culture.
Holidays appear to have been a part of 
Christianity from the beginning, with 
the Lord’s Day and Easter being the 
oldest holidays. The earliest Christians 
encouraged the observance of holidays 
as a way to be reminded of important 
spiritual things.
Origen of Alexandria in the AD200s 
(above) verified the observance of 
several holidays and explained them as 
being especially useful to believers:
“We ourselves are accustomed to 
observe certain days. For example, 
there is the Lord’s Day, the 
Preparation, Easter, and Pentecost. 
The majority of those who are 
accounted believers. . .  require some 
sensible memorials to prevent spiritual 
things from passing completely away 
from their minds. For they are either 
unable or unwilling to keep every day 
in this manner.” 

—  This text borrowed from 
online sources including:

 www.pewresearch.org,
wikipedia.org, and 

www.religionfacts.com

• Continues from Page 5
service and considered for 
ordinary services. Also, 
nametags authorised, but for 
office bearers only.

1966 Knox Choir became 
affiliated with the Royal 
School of Church Music. Choir 
instructed to lead in standing for 
hymns. Also, the first TV service 
broadcast from Knox.

1972 Morning service changed 
from 11am to 10am.

1973 Monthly evening 
Communion services.

1978 Introit sung by Choir at 
beginning of services.

1984 Inclusive language, greetings 
in Maori and English, rosters 
for readers and intercessors, 
Tenebrae and Taize services, 
printed sermons available in 
book rack.

—  Lyndall Hancock
Here are some very miscellaneous 

“firsts” that I’ve come across in 
annual reports and minutes:

1860 September, the first of many 
“Church door collections” for 
good causes. More than £70 (a 
very large sum) was given for the 
Taranaki settlers in the Maori 
Wars.

1899 Lighting in church greatly 
improved by incandescent 
burners.

1910-11 Electric light replaced gas 
light. Kerosene heaters installed 
for winter use.

1913 Session permitted the Young 
Women’s Society to put flowers 
in pulpit for Sunday services.

1930 The present pulpit, font, 
communion table and linen were 
all donated to Knox.

1936 Pew rentals discontinued. 
All seats now “free”.

1946 Mr H S Bingham, 
monumental mason, carved a 
bust of Dr Stuart. Erected on 
plinth at Pitt Street gate.

1981 Exits and doors labelled for 
safety in emergencies.

2001 Gathering Area officially 
opened.       —  Lyndall Hancock
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Evolving worship

Alison Tait and others wrote about 
worship at Knox in the church’s 
150th celebration history book They 
Continue in Faith (published 2010). 
Selected highlights:

Former Knox minister Rev David 
Grant wrote “There was/is a delicate 
relationship between maintaining a 
high church tradition, and remaining a 
parish family church.”
Worship style was determined by 
the minister in consultation with a 
committee of elders and was organised 
by setting up rosters for common 
tasks, such as welcoming visitors, 
counting, call to prayer, bell ringing, 
flower arranging, and intercessory 
prayers.
For example, the bell ringers’ roster 
came under the Worship Committee’s 
umbrella as the ringing of the bells was 
thought to fit more with the “musical” 
part of the service. 
It really had more to do with the fact 
that the bell ringer and the organist 
playing the pre-service music needed 
to co-ordinate when the bell was rung 
and for how long. 
“Since the mid-1990s, this roster has 
become a more informal one and 
not under the Worship Committee’s 
control. This is largely due to the fact 
that the number of people willing to 
assist with the ringing of the bell
prior to each service has diminished,” 
Alison wrote in the 2010 history.
She said each minister chose to work 
with the committee in different ways. 
Rev David Grant’s reflection is a 
good summary of how the worship 
committee and minister of the
day have worked together.
“... the committee performed one of
those tedious but very necessary roles
of overseeing the routine worship life
of the congregation. Its importance 
for me was in monitoring the new 
ideas for worship/liturgy so that the 

Knox worship a
delicate balance

• Continues on Page 8

It’s striking how worship 
has evolved in Knox Church, 
writes minister Kerry Enright:

During the ministries of James 
Matheson and Neil Churcher, 
innovations altered the space, 
movement and order of Knox 
worship so people’s experience 
of God also shifted. Change 
in architecture is known to 
have a major impact on how 
people imagine and engage 
with God. 
In Presbyterianism that is 
most evident in how we 
celebrate communion. Over 
time, it shifted inside from 
having been celebrated in the 
open air, to sitting together 
at one table inside, and then 
around 1836 in Scotland 
to sitting in pews to receive 
communion. Each change was 
fiercely resisted.
Where did change come from?
There are three major influences in 
the evolution of worship — changes 
in how humans interact, changes in 
understandings of faith and changes in 
the local worshipping community.
People engage with each other quite 
differently from how they did a century 
ago. An example is in language. New 
Zealanders especially relate more 
informally. Bible translations arise 
from such change as well as from the 
study of texts. Although the Authorised 
Version has a certain beauty, it is 
difficult for Kiwis easily to comprehend 
today. So at Knox we mainly use 
the New Revised Standard Version 
published in 1983. We address God 
more directly. We place more emphasis 
on the whole body in worship, so 
there is greater attention to our senses, 
to bodily movement and to active 
participation. As human interaction 
evolves, so worship evolves.
There are changes in how people 
understand faith. There is today a 
rediscovery of some of the ancient 
practices of worship with a fresh spirit. 
Scholars remind us of the significance 

of the empire as the backdrop to much 
of the New Testament. So we find 
economic, social and political meaning 
in our celebration of the sacraments 
and in something as banal as the 
Sunday offering. There has been a fresh 
emphasis on the Trinitarian nature 
of God, God as community of three 
persona. Similarly, more churches are 
celebrating Holy Communion weekly 
and in more diverse ways. The worship 
renewal of the 1950s arose from fresh 
study in the history of worship and 
a desire to be more faithful to the 
practices of the early church. That 
influence persists strongly at Knox.
Changes in local communities can be 
most evident with immigration. In 
Auckland, a formerly mainly anglo-
celtic congregation is now mainly 
Indonesian with a dramatic shift in 
spirit and order of worship. Nearby 
is one that is now mainly Pacifica. 
Congregations are learning how to 
become cross-cultural, and to worship 
in ways that engage diverse cultures.
The Christian movement has shown 
an amazing ability to adapt to culture. 
That capacity to adapt is a major factor 
in its resilience and growth which 
continues today.
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outrageous ones could be checked and/or 
modified, and the moderate ones could 
be encouraged.
“It also monitored the services which 
upheld the tradition and standards 
which were in keeping with an historic 
church such as Knox. The process was to 
maintain the unwritten rules of decorum 
and tradition and at the same time 
introduce novelty, interest, newness, 
engagement, wonder, and fresh ways of 
embracing the Gospel, all at the same 
time.”
The church year has many special 
services and each of these services 
“requires that delicate balance of 
maintaining traditions and introducing 
something new”.
Examples of these services are Ash 
Wednesday, Christmas Eve, the Easter 
Services, Pentecost, Trinity Sunday, 
Harvest Festival, Admission and 
Promotion of Choristers, Sunday 
School Service (where the children 
lead worship), Youth Service (where 
members of the Youth Group lead the 
service), ANZAC Day, Waitangi Day, 
Remembrance Sunday, and last but not 
least the communion services — both 
the quarterly and the monthly evening 
services. 
Anyone attending one of these services 
would have encountered a service with 
a mix of the traditional, and quite 
possibly something significantly New 
Zealand, but all uniquely Knox Church, 
Dunedin. Each year, the well-known 
stories are presented with a new and 
fresh approach supported by traditional 
and not so traditional musical offerings 
and readings/reflections.”
The inclusion of  choir music was also 
a source of tensions: where to seat the 
choir, how much should be sung by the 
choir, what “conditions” would enable 
the choir to achieve a professional 
standard and so on. 
“There is and always will be some unrest 
between those in favour of choral and 
orchestral music as part of a service and 
those who would prefer limited inclusion 
of additional music. Knox’s ministers 

and choir directors work hard to achieve 
an acceptable balance.”
Alison’s report noted that some of the 
most significant changes to worship 
practices since the 1950s occurred 
under the ministry of the Rev Dr 
Neil Churcher in the mid-1980s. In 
1986, children were encouraged to 
receive communion. As Dr Melville 
Carr, Session Clerk at the time, 
wrote in the Annual Report: “This 
acceptance involving all members of 
each worshipping family in one of 
our most significant acts of worship 
seems so natural...  . The inclusion of 
children within our worship was further 
developed in 1989 when those attending 
Sunday School returned during the 
offering.”
Another new aspect introduced during 
Neil’s ministry was sung communions, 
as was the Taize service. In 1995, Knox 
hosted another Presbytery service, the 
licensing of one of our members, the Rev 
Martin Dixon. This was a service fraught 
with considerable tension and had the 
potential to be a very sad occasion for 
the church due to factions within the 
church unable to agree on the vexed 
issue of same-sex relationships. But God 
was at work that day, and the various 
factions were able to put their differences 
aside to enable this service of ordination 
to proceed. Knox as a congregation 
that day lived up to its mission of 
“Welcoming all people”.

• Continued from Page 7
Knox worship a delicate balance Welcome sign

“Everyone in this town thinks 
there are only two ways of 
doing things.”
“That many?” 
Rebecca Dudley writes: 

That’s a snippet of a conversation 
from Belfast, Ireland, where 
the conflict has meant there 
are invariably two views on 
everything, but for most people, 
only one of them is right. 
Amusing, but I think most of us 
can find ourselves somewhere in 
that conversation. 
I was raised in a congregation 
that was mostly African 
American, where my father was 
a pastor (a long story). When 
my father preached and the 
congregation agreed, they would 
say “Amen!” When members of 
the congregation disagreed, they 
would say, “Help him Jesus”. I did 
not realise that there were white 
Presbyterians until I was about 
14 years old. Belfast people found 
that hilarious, many years later. 
Was my childhood congregation 
conservative or liberal? Was it 
traditional or contemporary? It 
was neither, and both. There are 
more categories than the boxes we 
have mentally prepared. 
I believe that there are a great 
many aspects of worship we 
can affirm from our (diverse) 
denominational tradition. These 
give us a sense of identity and 
belonging, and move us in a spirit 
of common worship. Identity and 
belonging are positive human 
needs, as research on sectarianism 
has affirmed in Belfast. But 
the same research warns us 
that we should be wary if the 
boundaries of our identity and 
sense of belonging harden to the 
exclusion of openness, curiosity, 
learning and change, and a sense 
of movement as a community 
of faith. Boundaries are okay; 
boundaries hardening is not. 
Striking the balance can be a 
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creative process. 
I was ordained myself by the 
Presbytery of Chicago 25 years 
ago, and involved in congregations 
of wild and beautiful diversity in 
the US, the UK, Haiti, and South 
America. Over a decade in London, 
I wrote worship materials for 
Christian Aid, materials that were 
used by up to a million people, 
reflecting the voices of the world 
church, back to the world church. 
These materials were subsequently 
used in, among other places, New 
Zealand, as I have discovered many 
years later. 
In a world of intractable conflict, 
sharp global inequalities, where 
the climate has changed, then, what is 

worship for? So 
many possible 
answers, but 
here are a few I 
find helpful: 
•	Worship 
reminds us of 
the commitment 
we have made 
to be renewed: 
ourselves, our 
society, our 
community. 
•	Worship 
draws us out of 

ourselves and pulls us into a bigger 
picture of God’s purposes for the 
world God loves so much. 

•	 We worship because we have to. 
The brokenness of the world is too 
immense for us to handle alone. 
We need to remember God’s action 
in the world and God’s action in 
us. 

•	 We worship to remember our 
brokenness and weakness, and our 
capacity to “be different and do 
different”, both as individuals and 
as communities. 

I would propose that worship that 
reflects the world church (ecumenical 
from the Greek “oikos” for “whole 
household”)* is characterised by 
welcome, inclusiveness and curiosity. 
This tradition of worship reinforces and 

nourishes the mission of the church 
because:
•	 It draws on resources from all 

traditions and ages of the church, 
so we are pulled out of “here and 
now” and stretched to understand 
faith in new ways. 

•	 It draws on insights from other 
cultures and communities 
to challenge and expand the 
boundaries we may have set on 
what community means. 

•	 It can affirm a sense of identity and 
belonging to particular traditions, 
without having to pretend they are 
the same. 

•	 It brings differences to the table, 
acknowledges and respects them. 
For example, difference can be 
celebrated by choosing worship 
songs and prayers from other 
cultures and traditions.

I haven’t been in Dunedin long, but 
it is clear that Knox Church is blessed 
with a wealth of creative people, of vast 
collective experience in the ministry of 
all believers, by heritage and location, 
by a beautiful and inviting building. 
The church stands in more than one 

way at a crossroads. It is visited by 
local people, cruise ship tourists and 
caravaners, students, academic and 
medical staff, and others, from many 
countries. The church affirms that “we 
welcome all people”, with a banner that 
would attract petrol bombs if it was 
displayed in Belfast. 
To me, that banner stands for a 
congregation trying not to allow 
boundaries to harden. That’s why I 
was attracted to it. I look forward 

to exploring even greater creative 
engagement across those boundaries 
in our worship and our life together, at 
Knox.

— The Rev Dr Rebecca Dudley 
 

* A shared root, with words like 
“economy” and “ecology” hints that 
it is not only concerned with spiritual 
welfare but the whole person, and 
not only the whole person but whole 
communities, and whole societies 
and the whole inhabited earth. Being 
“ecumenical” means a concern not 
just for ourselves but for others in a 
community as wide as the world.

to all who come to worship here

‘We should be wary if the boundaries of our 
identity and sense of belonging harden to the 

exclusion of openness, curiosity, learning and change. 
Boundaries are okay; boundaries hardening is not.”
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The ninth book in Martin Walker’s 
“Bruno, Chief of Police” series will be 
released on June 2, so don’t bother 
to phone or speak to me for the next 
few days. I have had it pre-ordered 
on Kindle almost since the last book 
in the series came out, last year.
The eponymous Bruno of the first 
book in the series is a country 
policeman in the rural Perigord region of 
France, where the local farmers’ market, 
gourmet home cooking, gardening and  
a morning coffee at the town cafe are 
more likely to arrest his attention than 
any crime. Having said that, this is a 
masterpiece of detective fiction, with 
a wonderful side order of small-town 

politics thrown in. In 
his next outing, Fatal 
Pursuit, Bruno must 
solve the murder of a 
local researcher who 
is looking into the 
links between thefts of 
classic cars and a money 
trail leading back to 
funding of Islamic 
terrorist groups. The 

usual cast of townsfolk will need their 
lifestyle protected. Bruno  cherishes his 
simple country life, coaches the local 
kids in rugby and tennis, nurturing the 
community and its customs and rituals. 
If you’re looking for a good read this 
winter, this one’s likely to be outstanding.

— Scott Blackwell

Book preview
New Bruno book to ward off winter

My life’s journey has finally arrived, 
through stormy seas, in a futile boat, at 
the common port, through which all
must pass to account and explain their 
every act, evil and devout.

So I now fully recognise how my fond 
imagination which made art for me 
an idol and a tyrant was, I now know 
well, laden with error, as is that which 
all men desire to their own harm.

What will now become of my former 
thoughts of love, empty yet happy, 
now that I approach two deaths? 
Of one I am quite certain, and the 
other threatens me.

Neither painting nor sculpture can do 
more than calm
The soul, yearning towards that divine 
love
Opening its arms to take us on the 
cross.

—  Michelangelo (Buonarroti), Italian 
sculptor, painter, architect, and 

engineer of the High Renaissance, who 
was also a poet, about  his impending 
death (aged 88, about 450 years ago)

Sculptor, artist
and, yes, poet
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Photos: Ian Thomson

News from Nic in Korea

Life in Korea is going well.
The day-to-day teething challenges of living 
and working here have been smoothed out, 
and I’ve settled into the swing of things.
I’ve now successfully transitioned into being a 
morning person — up at 6.30 every weekday 
and, even on weekends, I’m up early. There’s 
just so much to do!
I’m trying to take the task of learning Korean 
pretty seriously, and I try to practise what I 
learn in the textbook as often as I can.
I received my first pay a couple of weeks ago 
(wahoo!), and one of the first things I did 
was to order a bike, so I’m looking forward to 
doing some exploring. I’ve made some new 
friends, and had some pretty cool moments. 
To mention a few:
•	 sharing makgeoli (rice wine) and an 

exciting array of side dishes with church 
friends in Jeonju;

•	 celebrating Easter with a South African 
family and introducing them to pavlova;

•	 baking hot-cross buns and kiwifruit 
muffins for the staff at school;

•	 hanging out with new friends in Namwon, 
and visiting cool places with them.

The teaching is going well, and in general, the 
students are always excited to be in English 
class. I was asked to run an after-school club 
for motivated students to learn English, and 
thus “Kiwi Club” was born. Each week, we 
learn something about Aotearoa NZ. So far, 
I’ve introduced NZ from Pākehā and Māori 
perspectives, we’ve watched The World’s Fastest 
Indian, made papier-mâché kiwis, and learnt 
about “No8 wire”-famous Kiwis. We’re doing 
more crafts and watching Whale Rider this 
week. Any suggestions are welcome.
Rural Korea is idyllic at the moment, with 
blossoming trees everywhere, and warm, 
sunny weather. The only thing to be wary of 
is the dust pollution which blows over from 
China.                                — Nic Haslam

www.setonthejourney.blogspot.co.nz

Piccolo makes music friends
Piccolo, the Tuesday morning 
pre-school music group in the 
Gathering Area, is thriving 
under the tutelage of Mhairi 
Rowbottom, who has been 
running the free (donations 
gratefully accepted) sessions all 
this year.

Youth orchstra concert June 1
Dunedin Youth Orchestra’s 
“Tradition Reinvented” concert is 
at Knox Church on Wednesday, 
June 1, starting at  7.30pm.
Peter Adams will conduct this 
exciting programme, which 
includes: Brahms Academic Festival 
Overture; Salina Fisher Galaxy; 
Dag Wiren Violin Concerto (first 

movement) featuring violin 
soloist Jacinda Kumar; Whelan 
Riverdance, also featuring 
Jacinda Kumar; and Tchaikovsky  
Symphony No 2,  the “Little 
Russian”.
Tickets are $15 adults ($10 seniors 
and $5 high school students), 
available at the door.
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Knox women at the UN call for action

The delegation of 10 women from the 
South Island took part in all aspects
of the commission at the UN, along 
with thousands of women from 
around the world. The delegation 
members (from left) Ariana Ridley, 
Carol Grant, Elvina Stephens, Lyn 
Heine, Suzanne Bishop, Alofa Lale, 
Erin Pendreigh, Catherine Wilkinson, 
Emily Bishop and Mavis Duncanson 
have wide interests and backgrounds 
and all members network into the 
wider community. This ensures that 
their experiences at CSW60 and their 
insights from a global perspective will 
be shared with other women and girls 
in the church and community.
The voices of women of faith are 
valued at the United Nations and we, 
as PWANZ, work closely with other 
Reformed Church groups from other 
countries to ensure our voices are
heard. This strength is reflected in the 
morning worship held each day in the 
UN chapel when each denomination 
takes a turn to lead the service.
Ecumenical Women at the United 
Nations hold an Orientation Day 
each year prior to the first day of the 
Commission to update members on 
current issues.
The UN under-secretary-general 
and UN women executive director, 
Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, attends 
Orientation Day as well as leading the 
discussions at the UN.
The 60th session of the Commission 
on the Status of Women concluded 
with member states committing to 
the gender-responsive implementation 
of Agenda 2030. A set of agreed 
conclusions called for enhancing the 
basis for rapid progress, including 
stronger laws, policies and institutions, 
better data and scaled-up financing.
The Commission recognised women’s 
vital role as agents of development 
and acknowledged progress on the 

Sustainable Development Goals at 
the heart of Agenda 2030 will not 
be possible without gender equality. 
Ms Mlambo-Ngcuka welcomed the 
agreement and the commitment of 
member states to the 2030 Agenda, 
adopted last September.
She said: “Countries gave gender 
inequality an expiry date: 2030. 
Now it is time to get to work. 
“These agreed conclusions entrench 
and start the implementation of a 
gender-responsive agenda, with which 
we have the best possibility to leave no 
one behind.”
New Zealand has signed this UN 
agreement and will be required to 
report on progress.

Growing global 
commitment was 
already in evidence 
with a record number 
of more than 80 
government ministers 
from around the 
world attending the 
Commission. 
Around 4100 
non-governmental 
representatives 
from more than 
540 organisations 
participated, the
highest number 
ever for one of the 
Commission’s regular annual meetings.
NZ Government representatives were 
from the Ministry for Women, and the 
Human Rights Commission. There 
was no representation from civil society 
on the NZ Government delegation. 

The UN Women 
“Step It Up” initiative 
will accelerate 
the 2030 agenda, 
building momentum 
for the effective 
implementation, 
especially Goal 5: 
Achieve gender 
equality and empower 
all women and girls.

In New Zealand, 
three immediate actions would 
help the goals to become a reality.
1. Immediate implementation of a 

New Zealand National Action Plan 
for Women.

2. Active engagement with non-
governmental organisations and 
other members of civil society 
to develop, actively monitor and 
implement New Zealand’s second 
National Plan of Action for 
Human Rights (www.hrc.co.nz)

3. Implementation of the 
Convention on the Elimination of 
Discrimination against Women 
(women.govt.nz/documents/draft-
eighth- cedaw-report-2015)

The frequent self praise in official 
NZ documents and 
statements about how we 
were the first country in 
the world to give women 
the vote rings hollow 
when we are slipping 
in overall rankings over 
so many international 
benchmarks. I also 
believe it is time our 
indigenous women from 
New Zealand should 
have their own voice at 
the United Nations.
They do not need to 
have someone speak on 
their behalf.

— Carol Grant
UN Convenor, Presbyterian Women 

Aotearoa New Zealand
• More information about CSW60, the 

decisions and side events can be found at 
www.unwomen.org/en/csw/csw60-2016

Presbyterian Women, Carol 
Grant, Suzanne Bishop and Mavis 
Duncanson attended the United 
Nations Commission on the Status 
of Women (CSW60) in New York in 
March: 



Sunday May 22                         10am            
                                                      7pm

Trinity Sunday, service led by Presbyterian Women, Carol Grant et al
Worship

Wednesday May 25            7.30pm Church Council meeting

Sunday May 29                         10am   
                                                     7pm

Pentecost 2
Communion

Wednesday June 1              7.30pm Concert: Dunedin Youth Orchestra at Knox (Folk-influenced classics)

Friday June 3 University of Otago Semester 1 ends

Sunday June 5                          10am
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 3
Worship

Monday June 6 Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday; Matariki

Wednesday June 8                   7pm Deacons Court meets

Sunday June 12                        10am
                                                      5pm
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 4: Quarterly Communion
Knox @ 5
Worship: Quarterly Communion

Sunday June 19                        10am
                                                      5pm
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 5 - Disability Sunday
Knox @ 5
Worship

Wednesday June 22                        
                                                7.30pm

University of Otago exams finish
Church Council

Sunday June 26                        10am
                                                      5pm
                                                      7pm     

Pentecost 6 - World Refugee Day
Knox @ 5
Communion

Sunday July 3                            10am
                                                      5pm
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 7
Knox @ 5
Worship

Sunday July 10                         10am
                                                      5pm
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 8
Knox @ 5
Worship

Wednesday July 13                   7pm Deacons Court

Sunday July 17                          10am
                                                      5pm 
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 9
Knox @ 5
Worship

Sunday July 24                         10am
                                                      5pm 
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 10
Knox @ 5
Worship

Monday to Friday Maori language week

Wednesday July 27            7.30pm Church Council
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What’s On
Choir practice: Each Wednesday during school terms: 5.15pm (children), 
          6pm-8pm (adults). All welcome to audition.
Knox Church Council: Fourth Wednesday of the month, 7.30pm:  May 25, June 22, July 27, August 24
Deacons Court: Second Wednesday of each month, at 7pm: June 8, July 13, August 10, September 14
Quarterly Communion: Sunday, June 12, 10am and 7pm 

School holidays: Friday 8 July until Monday 25 July.
University of Otago Semester 2 begins on Monday, 11 July. 
U of O mid-semester break 26 August until 5 September. 

Note:

• Continues on Page 14
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Sunday July 31                         10am
                                                      5pm 
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 11
Knox @ 5
Communion

Sunday August 7                     10am
                                                      5pm 
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 12, Peace Sunday
Knox @ 5
Worship

Wednesday August 10             7pm Deacons Court

Sunday August 14                   10am
                                                      5pm 
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 13
Knox @ 5
Worship

Sunday August 21                   10am
                                                      5pm 
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 14, Youth Sunday
Knox @ 5
Worship

Wednesday August 24           7pm Church Council

Sunday August 28                   10am
                                                      5pm 
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 15
Knox @ 5
Communion

Sunday September 4              10am
                                                      5pm 
                                                      7pm

Pentecost 16, Fathers’ Day
Knox @ 5
Worship

What’s On (continued)

An island of delight
A group from Knox 
Church had a day 
excursion to Quarantine 
/ St Martin’s Island on 
March 5. A wonderful 
time was had by all 
— especially first-time 
visitors and the children.

• Continues from Page 13
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Community volunteers win supreme award
In this article in the series on 
Presbyterian Support Otago (PSO), 
we congratulate the commitment of 
the Presbyterian Support volunteers 
who recently received an award for 
their work (ODT 28th April). 

The ODT reported on the increasing 
demand on the city’s food banks and 
concluded with a report of a fundraiser 
involving some Knox members and 
alluded to by our minister, Kerry.
Presbyterian Support Otago won the 
supreme award at the 2016 Trustpower 
Dunedin Community Awards, on 27 
April. The award recognised the efforts 
of 600 volunteers across Dunedin 
working in areas like the Buddy 
Programme, Shop On charity shops, 
YouthGrow programme, and Enliven 
programmes for older people and 
Family Works food 
bank.
In receiving the 
award, PSO 
volunteers were 
thanked for their 
contributions in 
helping people 
in Otago and in 
helping make our 
community a better 
place. 
Can you help? No matter what your 
skills or talents or age, PSO is bound to 
have an interesting job to suit. Whether 
you only have a few hours to give, 
or can assist on a more regular basis, 
there’s something you can do to lend a 
hand in your community.
Currently there are opportunities to 
volunteer in the following programmes:
•	 Buddy Programme: become an 

adult buddy and mentor a child 
aged between four and 12;

•	 Family Works: help out in the 
food bank and with community 
activities;

•	 Youthgrow Garden Centre: lend a 
hand around the North-East Valley 
nursery; 

•	 Stepping Stones: assist with 
activities, give a talk, entertain or 
train the participants;

•	 Enliven: activities, transport and 
companionship for older people;

•	 Op shop volunteers: sort and price 
goods, create window displays, or 
help customers in our shops.

To find out more about becoming a 
volunteer with Presbyterian Support 
Otago, contact the volunteer co-
ordinator on (03) 477- 7115, email 
enquiries@psotago.org.nz.

The Family Works foodbank, at 
407 Moray Place, 
is experiencing a 
significant increase in 
demand. 
They have given out 
3909 food parcels 
during the 12 
months from 1 April 
2015 to 31 March 
this year. This is 210 

more food parcels than the same period 
in the previous year.
“Octacan” is a time to fill the shelves 
and prepare ourselves for the winter 
months ahead. You can help us support 
Dunedin families in need by collecting 
canned and non-perishable food items 
and bringing them to the Octagon on 
23 June. Or, we can collect them from 
your parish if preferred.
Come rain, hail or shine, our 
volunteers and staff will be on hand 
to collect your goods. Last year, 
despite the torrential rain, the people 
of Dunedin pulled out all stops and 
donated more cans than we have ever 
received before — 14,577! 
This year we hope to beat that number 
to keep up with demand for our 
foodbank service.
For more information about the 
Octacan 2016 appeal, or to find how 
you can get involved, please call Jasmin 

Graham on (03) 477-7115.
¶ ¶ ¶

More than 460 people enjoyed the rare 
opportunity to walk the Taieri Gorge 
rail line on Sunday, May 1. The sun 
shone, the views were spectacular and 
the people happy!
It was an early Sunday morning 
start, with the train leaving Dunedin 
Railway station promptly at 8.30am. 
Additional happy punters were picked 
up from Wingatui before we set off for 
our destination, Flat Stream.
This was the start point for the 
8km walk. With so many people 
disembarking the train, those in 
the later carriages ran out of time to 
complete the walk, and were picked 
up at Deep Stream, the 6km mark. 
The weather was starting to heat up 
at this point, so jumping back on the 
train was cool relief, although a little 
disappointing for some. Onwards to 
lunch at Hindon. The Dunedin South 
Lions Club are barbecue experts!
Everyone was quickly fed, with seconds 
and thirds enjoyed by many.
On to the train again for our final leg 
home. Nothing to do but sit back, sip 
on a wine, lick an ice cream and take 
in the views. 
Thank you to all who participated in 
this wonderful event and to all who 
made it possible. 
All proceeds from the event will 
support our youth development 
programmes — YouthGrow and the 
Buddy Programme.

• This article was written and compiled 
by Knox member and former joint 
Session clerk David Richardson. David 
has been a board member of PSO for 
the past eight years and chairman for 
the past two years.



Page 16

Easter at Knox

Photos: Ian Thomson



Page 17

Easter at Knox

Photos: Ian Thomson
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You may have noticed Joy McMiken. 
A tall elegant woman with soft auburn 
hair, she sits in the back gallery of the 
church most Sundays. Joy has been 
attending Knox for the past four and 
a half years, rekindling a love for the 
classical choral music, stimulating 
preaching and “bright young things 
and their lack of inhibition” which first 
enthralled her during her student days 
at Otago. 
Now retired with two adult children 
and grandchildren in Australia and the 
United States, Joy recently shifted from 
Auckland to return to the city of her 
youth, against the better judgement 
of her brother-in-law: “You’ll never be 
able to buy back into the Auckland 
market,” he warned. 
“What on earth is there to think 
about?” laughs Joy. “Leaping into 
the abyss is very inviting. It means 
adventure and new people.”
This spirit of adventure seems to be a 
hallmark of Joy’s life: setting off as a 
young woman with her new husband 
to Australia, then as a new mum to 
Austin Texas, where her husband 
pursued postgraduate work. Leaving 
behind “tunnel-vision Texas” after 
five years, the family next landed in 
Slippery Rock Pennsylvania, in the 
heart of Amish country. 
“Everything I’d read about them or 
heard about them, they delivered,” 
she says of the Amish. “Their whole 
demeanour was private, unavailable.” 
Another child, Julie, came into 
the world, and later on a marriage 
breakdown and new opportunities. 
Back in the Antipodes as a solo 
mum, Joy needed a job fast. What 
began as contract doing research for 
an industrial economist in Australia 
evolved into a media career “by 
default” and a return to NZ, first with 
Suburban Newspapers, then with Kerry 
Packer’s Australian Consolidated Papers 
as a managing editor for Your Home 
and Garden magazine, and lastly, a year 
at the NZ Herald.
“When I was at Home and Garden, I 

had a weekly meeting with (ACP’s) 
accountant, when you are told to chase 
stories that will pay the bills. It was not 
a great job. It was a whipping. By the 
time I left there, I was ready to get out 
of the mincer!”
And into another abyss: this time 
chucking her media career for that of a 
medical systems administrator. Why? 
“It was going to be a new plan for Joy. I 
had two children who were going to be 
doctors, so I decided to re-train so that 
I could run their practices.”
Well, life had other plans for Joy. First 
one, then the other of her children 
informed her they had fallen in love 
with foreign nationals, were specialising 
in international medicine, and were 
leaving the country. So much for 
working with her kids! Auckland 
suddenly didn’t have as much appeal.
And so another leap: back to Dunedin 
for a new chapter, a fresh start.
But unknown to Joy, she was about to 
stare into a different kind of abyss.
“In 2008, I got sick. I was down here 
shopping for houses. As I ran up one 
driveway for an open home, I was 
eating some bread and cheese and it 
got stuck in my throat. But not in any 
ordinary way. The pain was so bad I 
thought, this is it.”
She flew immediately back to Auckland 
to see her doctor. After a battery of 
tests, the result: oesophageal cancer.
A few bleak statistics about oesophageal 
cancer. In 2009, the year of Joy’s 

treatment, there were 257 New 
Zealanders diagnosed with the disease. 
Of those, 241 died. Joy is one of only a 
handful who survived.
The fact that Joy was not a smoker, was 
healthy and did not fit the usual profile 
of those usually afflicted gave her a 
fighting chance — but only just.
Daily radiation for 32 days, huge 
doses of the “granddaddy” chemo drug 
cisplatin, blood transfusions, drastic 
weight loss (down to 42kg: “I was an 
upright frame with nobody home”), 
so weak she couldn’t walk, the whole 
ordeal, she says, “was pretty ugly”.
Anyone who has fought cancer or has 
loved someone who has, is intimately 
aware of the physical, emotional, 
mental and spiritual rollercoaster 
endured. Each may have a different 
way of coping. For Joy it was family, 
friends and faith. 
Her son Kerry (pictured) immediately 
diverted the patients for his two 
practices and flew home to be with his 
mother during her entire treatment. 
Her daughter and husband sold their 
house and resigned from their jobs in 
the US, arriving in Auckland six weeks 
later along with their young family.
A young couple she had befriended in 
a local coffee shop visited almost daily 
to pray with her. “They have enormous 
faith. Everything in life is a blessing, 
a giving. They just filled the void.” 
Neighbours looked after her pets, other 
friends showed their love and support 
in countless ways.
The response of family and friends 
and her eventual recovery, she says, has 
filled her with an enormous sense of 
gratitude: “One of the reasons why you 
can’t fail is because you have all these 
people surrounding you. How can I 
have more?”
Joy says cancer doesn’t define her but 
it has changed her. “It made me realise 
how much we need other people. I have 
such a whole life because now I know 
what I have, I don’t take it for granted.”
And her faith? “It fits into every day 
and every moment.

Leaping into the Abyss

— Jill Rutherford
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The Christian year is shaped 
by the life of Christ. In keeping the 

Sundays, festivals, and seasons of the 

shaped lives, marking our time by the 
measure of his grace and patterning our 

days after his faithfulness and love.
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Use the colour key 
below to fill in the chart 
with the designated liturgical 
colours. The outer ring of the circle is 
Sunday and the inner ring is Saturday, with the rest 
of the days of the week in between. 
Some hints are provided to help you get your bearings in the 
2009–2010 liturgical year. (Note: These dates differ in other 
years.) Remember that when a festival falls in the middle 
of a liturgical season, the days around that festival retain 
the color of that season; for example, Baptism of the Lord 
(Sunday, January 10, 2010) and All Saints Day (Monday, 
November 1, 2010) are white, while the days surrounding 
them are green.
•	Season	of	Advent,	four	Sundays	(A1-4):	purple	or	blue
Nativity of the Lord, December 25 (NL): white
•	Season	of	Christmas,	(one	or)	two	Sundays	(C1-2):	white	
and gold
•	Epiphany	of	the	Lord,	January	6	(EL):	white
•	Baptism	of	the	Lord,	January	10,	2010	(BL):	white
•	Ordinary	Time	One,	January	7–February	16,	2010	(begins	
at O1): green
•	Transfiguration	of	the	Lord,	February	14,	2010	(TL):	white
•	Ash	Wednesday,	February	17,	2010	(AW):	purple

•	Season	of	Lent,	six	Sundays	including	
Passion/Palm Sunday (L1-5, PP): purple 

•	 Passion/Palm Sunday, March 28, 2010 (PP): purple 
and/or red
•	Maundy	Thursday,	April	1,	2010	(MT):	after	stripping	the	
church, no color
•	Good	Friday,	April	2,	2010	(GF):	no	color
•	Resurrection	of	the	Lord,	April	4,	2010	(RL):	white
•	Season	of	Easter,	seven	Sundays	(RL,	E2-7):	white	and	
gold
•	Ascension	of	the	Lord,	May	13,	2010	(AL):	white
•	Day	of	Pentecost,	May	23,	2010	(DP):	red
•	Trinity	Sunday,	May	30,	2010	(TS):	white
•	Ordinary	Time	Two,	May	31–November	20,	2010	(begins	
at O2): green
•	All	Saints’	Day,	November	1	(AS):	white
•	Christ	the	King,	November	21,	2010	(CK):	white

You may also download this chart at the Call to 
Worship website: www.pcusa.org/calltoworship/liturgy

All the colours of the calendar
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For more news and 
photos from Knox 
Church, please follow 
us on Twitter 
@ KnoxChurchDUN 
and “Like” our page on 
FaceBook. Follow the links 
from our website:

www.knoxchurch.net

Jennifer Walworth, 
husband Mark 
Kayll and children 
Samuel and Leah 
have attended Knox 
regularly over the past 
few months. Mark is a 
maths professor at the 
University of Montana 
at Missoula, USA, 
while Jennifer is a high 
school English teacher. 
Samuel and Leah 
have been attending 
Arthur Street School 
with Jesse Hanan. They 
flew back to the United 
States on 30 May.
It’s fair to say Knox 
chose us rather than we 
chose Knox.
As a lifelong 
Episcopalian with an affinity for 
the smells and bells of Anglican 
liturgy, the notion of attending a 
Presbyterian church didn’t enter my 
radar when we landed in Dunedin. 
And after factoring in the anticipated 
excitement of living in New Zealand 
for just nine months, we figured 
church attendance of any sort would 
be unrealistic. How could church — 
any church — compare to sightseeing 
in this slice of heaven? Later, my 
herniated disc prevented involvement 
in anything outside the confines of 
our dark living room, including going 
to church.
But this mild disinclination toward 
religious participation became just 
one of many expectations disrupted 
by our actual Kiwi experiences; 
in fact, Knox Church has become 
a crucial compass point in our 
temporary world.
Many of our favorite Dunedin 
experiences began at Knox, including 
a lively Kiwi Thanksgiving with Kerry 
and Mavis, our first Antipodean 
Christmas with summertime carols, 
and a beautiful day at Quarantine 
Island with new friends. The people 
we’ve met form the heart of these 
experiences, and the longer we’re in 

New Zealand the more our personal 
connections take priority over our 
tourist ambitions. Sure, we loved Mt 
Cook and Abel Tasman, and our 
four days in the Catlins were pure 
magic. But when Samuel and Leah 
write in their journals, they’re likely 
to describe the fun of singing a solo at 
choir practice or hanging out with the 
Hanan boys after church or sharing 
a meal with Scott and Lyndell. We’d 
expected they’d write about our 
excursions — and sometimes they 
do — but reading their entries sounds 
more like a Knox Church directory 
than a travel narrative.
When I reflect on our short time in 
Dunedin, the health crisis we faced 
on our arrival definitely clouds part of 
it — but Jill Rutherford’s post-surgery 
visit to our house surfaces right on 
the heels of those painful memories. 
There I was, pathetic and dishevelled 
in my threadbare dressing gown, and 
Jill kindly shared a cup of tea with 
me.
And then she said, “You should come 
to church one of these Sundays.”
That was it — Knox had chosen us 
and all we had to do was show up. 
No smells or bells; instead, kind and 
welcoming people, ones we hadn’t 
even known to expect.


